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( *) Notice: This patent issued on a continued pros-
ecution application filed under 37 CFR
1.53(d), and is subject to the twenty year
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U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days.
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(57) ABSTRACT

A desktop computer system has a display adapter capable of
supporting a digital display such as LCD panels as well as
an analog display. The computer system provides analogx‘
digital video signals outputted from the display adapter with
a CRT monitor or a LCD monitor depending upon the
monitor cable connection state. The computer system further
has a power saving function to be performed in the display
adapter also depending upon the monitor cable connection
state. The display adapter includes two video ports, that is,
a first video port being coupled with the CRT monitor cable,
and a second video port being coupled with the digital
monitor cable. Further included is a digital transmitter for
sending parallel digital video signals to the LCD monitor
through the second video port. A monitor cable sensing
circuit is provided to detect connection state of the digital
monitor cable. To this end, the digital monitor generates a
signal being sent to the second video port over the monitor
cable, thereby informing the video controller of the monitor
cable connection state. If the LCD monitor cable is not

connected with the video port, the sensing circuit prevents
the display enable (DE) signal supplied by the video con-
troller from being inputted to the transmitter.
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