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And if you go to the next page now, bill, you see 

Allowable Subject Matter, Claim 26, allowed.  That's why Claim 26 

was initially removed and then added back, Your Honor.  There is 

no basis to exclude air, anything between the plate.  Your Honor, 

there is absolutely no basis to exclude all electret layers from 

this claim.  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  

MR. LAUD:  Two more terms for this patent, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Yes, sir. 

MR. LAUD:  The next one, I'll be brief.  Detect a Blowing 

Action.  If Your Honor's read the briefs, you'll understand there 

isn't much of a dispute on this term between the parties at this 

point.  

Our construction, we believe -- if you go to the next 

slide, Matt -- we're not intending to alter the meaning of the 

phrase in the claim.  We simply want what we believe is a plain 

and ordinary construction of that.  But as we pointed out in our 

opening brief, Your Honor, the infringement contentions that we 

received from the other side lead us to believe or led us to 

believe that they were taking a very different view of that 

requirement.  

In their response brief, they say we are not trying to 

read that limitation out of the claims.  Let me back up and 

explain.  So, the claim requires sensing the rate and direction 

of airflow, detecting a drawing action, an inhale based on the 

Case 1:20-cv-00393-LO-TCB   Document 904-3   Filed 01/21/22   Page 3 of 6 PageID# 25508

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Scott L. Wallace, RDR, CRR, Official Court Reporter
(703)549-4626 * scottwallace.edva@gmail.com

95

rate and direction of air flow, detect a blowing action based on 

the same thing, and then actuate the heater for the drawing 

action but not the blowing action.  

So it's detect both conditions and only actuate for one.  

Now, our understanding from their infringement contentions 

was that you didn't actually need to detect the blowing action.  

If your device, like ours, simply didn't know that a blowing 

action was happening because it can't distinguish blowing from 

nothing happening at all, then we understood them to believe that 

that meant our device still infringed the patent because they 

were reading this out.  If they're going to stand by the 

representations in their responsive claim construction brief that 

the device really does have to detect something, then we're fine 

with the plain and ordinary meaning of the claim term, but it's 

that understanding that's really important to us, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you.   

MR. NAPLES:  I guess, Your Honor, I appreciate them trying 

to rewrite the claim to avoid infringement.  If they're saying 

they agree with the plain and ordinary meaning, I'll just sit 

down.  

Is that what you agree with?  Or I can continue to argue, 

Your Honor.  But changing "detect" to "determine" is obviously 

not proper.  The claims use the words differently, the 

specification repeatedly says you're going to detect this blowing 

action.  We don't think any construction is necessary. 
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THE COURT:  They got the sense that you were trying to 

read out the word "detect".   

MR. NAPLES:  We're not, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Does that bring us back to plain 

and ordinary meaning then?  

MR. LAUD:  Yes, Your Honor, with the understanding that 

the device has to detect something and can't simply -- it's not 

the actuation that tells you whether it detected it, it has to 

detect something.  There must be a requirement there.  That's our 

purpose, and maybe it would help if I showed you what is in their 

infringement contentions.  That might help to clarify the issue.  

I proposed something, and I think Mr. Naples proposed something 

slightly different, which is that -- 

THE COURT:  You wanted to define the term "detect" now. 

MR. LAUD:  So, we proposed a construction that "detect" 

means determine the presence of something.  So, for example, if I 

hear my wife say, Hey, honey, and I ignore her, that's detecting 

her saying that, and then not doing anything in response to that.  

If I can't hear her because I have headphones on, that's a 

different thing.  I'm not detecting her telling me, Hey, honey.  

That's the point, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.    

MR. NAPLES:  Your Honor, our -- their construction is 

"determine the presence of a blowing action at a mouthpiece."  

The claim requires "detecting a blowing action," okay.  As long 

Case 1:20-cv-00393-LO-TCB   Document 904-3   Filed 01/21/22   Page 5 of 6 PageID# 25510

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
	� Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

	� Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
	� With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

	� Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
	� Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

	� Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


