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INTRODUCTION 

 Plaintiffs RAI Strategic Holdings, Inc. and R.J. Reynolds Vapor Company (collectively, 

Plaintiffs) move to dismiss their own counterclaim and certain defenses, as permitted by Federal 

Rules of Civil Procedure 41(c), 41(a)(2), and 15(a)(2).  Plaintiffs have notified Altria Client Ser-

vices LLC (Altria), Philip Morris USA, Inc. (PM USA), and Philip Morris Products S.A. (PMP) 

(collectively, Defendants) of their intent to withdraw a counterclaim and certain defenses, and they 

have attempted to resolve this matter without the Court’s intervention by proposing a stipulation 

of dismissal.  But Defendants rejected the stipulation of dismissal and insisted on a stipulation of 

judgment—replete with numerous unnecessary recitals.  Because judgment is improper under Fed-

eral Rule of Civil Procedure 54(a), and because Defendants have refused to dispose of Plaintiffs’ 

abandoned counterclaim and defenses amicably by agreement, Plaintiffs now seek this Court’s 

permission to dismiss their own counterclaim and certain defenses with prejudice.  A proposed 

amended answer to PMP’s counterclaims withdrawing the defenses is attached as Exhibit A, and 

a proposed amended response to Altria’s and PM USA’s counterclaims withdrawing Reynolds 

counterclaim and the defenses are attached as Exhibit B.1   

BACKGROUND 

 Plaintiffs brought this action on April 9, 2020, alleging that Defendants’ IQOS heat-not-

burn tobacco system infringed Plaintiffs’ patents.  Defendants brought counterclaims alleging, 

among other things, that Plaintiffs’ VUSE e-cigarette products infringed five patents held by De-

fendants and that the infringement was willful, such that Defendants are entitled to enhanced dam-

ages.   

 On June 2, 2021, both parties moved for summary judgment.  See Pls.’ Partial Mot. for 

Summary Judgment, Doc. 688 (June 2, 2021); Mot. for Summary Judgment by Altria Client Ser-

vices LLC, Philip Morris Products S.A. & Philip Morris USA, Inc., Doc. 695 (June 2, 2021).  The 

                                                 
1 Mark-ups showing the defenses and counterclaim Reynolds no longer is pursuing in its amended answers are at-
tached as Exhibits L and M.  
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