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Nelson, Jr., Easton, Conn.; Robert L. 
Ripley, Midlothian, Va.; Masato Sano, 
Sumoto, Japan; David E. Sharpe, 
Chesterfield; Michael L. Watkins, 
Chester, both of Va.

[73] Assignee: Philip Morris Incorporated, New 
York, N.Y.

[21] Appl. No.: 08/951,255

[22] Filed: Oct. 16, 1997
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[57] ABSTRACT

A novel controller in an electrical smoking system and 
method, wherein the method includes the steps of: estab­
lishing a preferred thermal pathway to be executed with each 
heater activation responsively to a puff on an electrically 
heated cigarette; configuring a power cycle in accordance 
with the desired thermal pathway; dividing the power cycle 
into at least first and second phases each having a respective, 
predetermined time period and total energy input for each 
phase; and adjusting a respective duty cycle (or other 
power-adjusting factor) in each phase of the power cycle 
responsively to a voltage reading of the power source such 
that the established, respective total energy input of each 
phase is achieved during the time period of each power 
cycle.

82 Claims, 17 Drawing Sheets
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