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1. General Introduction 

Members of the Jury: 

Now that you have heard the evidence and the argument, it is my duty to instruct you about 

the law applicable to this case.  

It is your duty as jurors to follow the law as stated in the instructions of the Court, and to 

apply these rules of law to the facts as you find them from the evidence in the case.   

The lawyers may have referred to some of the governing rules of law in their arguments.  

If, however, any difference appears to you between the law as stated by counsel and that stated by 

the Court in these instructions, you are to be governed by the instructions. 

You are not to single out one instruction alone as stating the law, but consider the 

instructions as a whole.   

Neither are you to be concerned about the wisdom of any rules of law stated by the Court.  

You must follow and apply the law.  Regardless of any opinion you may have as to what the law 

ought to be, it would be a violation of your sworn duty to base a verdict upon any view of the law 

other than that given in the instructions of the Court; just as it would be a violation of your sworn 

duty, as judges of the facts, to base a verdict upon anything but the evidence in the case.  Nothing 

I say in these instructions indicates that I have any opinion about the facts.  You, not I, have the 

duty to determine the facts. 

Justice through trial by jury always depends on the willingness of each individual juror to 

seek the truth as to the facts from the same evidence presented to all the jurors; and to arrive at a 

verdict by applying the same rules of law, as given in the instructions of the Court. 

You must perform your duties as jurors without bias or prejudice as to any party.  The law 

does not permit you to be controlled by sympathy, prejudice, or public opinion.  All parties expect 
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that you will carefully and impartially consider all the evidence, follow the law as it is now being 

given to you, and reach a just verdict, regardless of the consequences. 
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2. Note-taking 

During this trial, I permitted you to take notes. Many courts do not permit note-taking by 

jurors, and a word of caution is in order. There is always a tendency to place undue importance to 

matters which one has written down. Some testimony which is considered unimportant at the time 

presented, and thus not written down, takes on greater importance later in the trial in light of all 

the evidence presented. Therefore, you are instructed that your notes are only a tool to aid in your 

own individual memory and you should not compare your notes with other jurors in determining 

the content of any testimony or in evaluating the importance of any evidence. Your notes are not 

evidence and are by no means a complete outline of the proceedings or a list of the highlights of 

the trial. Above all, your memory should be your greatest asset when it comes time to deliberate 

and render a decision in this case. 

Moreover, you are coequal judges of the facts and each juror’s memory of and opinion 

about the evidence is worthy of consideration by all the other jurors. That a juror may have taken 

extensive notes does not mean that his or her memory or opinion is worthy of more consideration 

than the memory or opinion of a juror who took few or no notes. 
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3. All Persons Equal Before the Law 

This case should be considered and decided by you as an action between persons of equal 

standing in the community, of equal worth, and holding the same or similar stations of life.  A 

corporation is entitled to the same fair trial at your hands as a private individual regardless of its 

size, wealth, or place of incorporation.  All persons, including corporations, partnerships, 

unincorporated associations, and other organizations, stand equal before the law, and are to be 

dealt with as equals in a court of justice. 
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