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advanced setup options Options in the BIOS setup pro—
gram that let you choose PCI interrupts, port addresses, and

hard disk setup options.

Advanced Technology Attachment Packet Interface

(ATAPI) A standard that makes it very easy to connect a

CD—ROM drive to an Enhanced IDE host adapter.

AFAIK Abbreviation for “as far as I know.” Commonly used
abbreviation on Ii-zternet Relay Chat (IRC), chat rooms, e-mail, and
Usenet.

AFK Abbreviation for “away from keyboard.” Commonly used
on Internet Relay Chat (iRC) and that roan-is.

aftermarket The market for soflware and peripherals created by
the sale of large numbers of a specific brand of computer or
software. See add-in program.

agate A 55—point type size often used in newspaper classified
advertisements and financial tables.

agent LA program specifically designed to interact with a

server and access data on the user’s behalf; synonymous with

client. 2.An automatic program that is designed to operate on
the user’s behalf, performing a specific function in the back—

ground.When the agent has achieved its goal, it reports to the

user. In the future, agents may roam the world's computer net—
works, looking for information and reporting only when the
information has been retrieved.

aggregate function In database management programs, a com—
mand that performs arithmetic operations on the values in a
specificfield in all the records within a database, or in one View of
the database.

aggregate operator In a database managemei-n program, a

command that tells the program to perform an aggregateflrnction.

AGP See Accelerated Graphics Pan.

AI See artificial intelligence.

AIFF An 8-bit i-nanamal sonndfilefon-nar developed by Apple
Compmer for storing digitized wave saiinds.The format is also

widely found on Silicon Graphics workstations and is often
encountered on the Internet.
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