IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc Docket No 20-9042

IN THE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS OF TEXAS

Misc Docket No. 20-007

FIRST EMERGENCY ORDER REGARDING
THE COVID-19 STATE OF DISASTER

ORDERKD that

1 Govawmmdedudnmddmnumﬂlmwmu;::Smo( 06/29/2020

02808412
NﬁL Hecht, thiof.lnnm.
Pud W, Green, Justice
va M Guzmmn,
2312632
001

Texas 1n responss to the imentnent trroat of the COVID-19 pandemic. This order s
to Section 22 0035(b) of the Texas Government Code.

2 Subect only to constitutions! limutations, all courts in Texas may in 2oy case, civil
of cruminal—end mmst Lo avoid nsk to court staff, partics, attomey s, jurors, and the public—
without a participant’s consent.

a Modify or smpend mny and all deadlmes and procedures, whether
prescnibod by statule, rule, or order, for a stated period ending no later then 30 days fter
the Goyamor's stmte of disaster has been lifted;

Allow or require soyone mvolved 1n any hearing, depositon, or other
procoodmgnfm, kind—mncluding but not limted 1o a party, attomey, witness, or conrt
reparter, but not including a ) to participate ly, such as by el
videoconferencing. or other means,

c Cmdumnﬁmummummmofwmamum
testimony piven remotely, out of court, such as by tel f or
other means;

d. Conxduct proceedings away from tho court’s msual location, but in the couny
of venue, end only with reasonable notice and access to the participants snd the public;

] Require overy parhapant in & proceeding to alext tho cowt if the participant
has, or knows of another participant who bas, COVID-19 or flu-like sympioms, or a fever,
cough or sneezing.

f. Take any other reasonablo action to avold exposing court proceedings to the
threat of COVID-19.

3 All courts m Texas may extend the statuts of Umitations in any cavil case for a stated
peniod coding no leter than 30 days after the Governor's state of disnster hes been hfted.

4 This Order 15 effective us of March 13, 2020, and expires May 8, 2020, unless
extendod by the Cluef Justice of the Supreme Court.

5 The Clerk of the Supreme Court 1s directed $o0*
a post a copy of this Order on www.txcowurts gov,
b file a copy of this Order with the Secretary of State, and

c send a copy of thus Order to the Governor, the Attomey General, and sach
member of the Legisinture

6 The Staie Bar of Teaes is directed to take oll reasonable steps to notify membors of
tho Texas bar of this Order

Dated March 13, 2020
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