COMPLAINT

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No. 20-9042

IN THE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No. 20-007

FIRST EMERGENCY ORDER REGARDING
THE COVID-19 STATE OF DISASTER

ORDERED that:

1 Govemor Abbott has declared & state of disaster in all 254 counties in the State of
Texas inresporse 1 the irninent threatof the COVID- 19 pandernic. This orderis issued pursuant
to Section 22.0035() of the Texas Governraent Cods.

2 Subject only to constitutional limitatians, all courts in Texes may in any case, civil
or criminal—and rust 1 avoid risk to court siff, panties, atiormeys, jurors, and the public—
without & participant’s consent:

4 Nbdify or suspend any and all deadlines and procedurss, whether
prescrived by statute, e, or ordet, for & shated pexiod ending no latey than 30 days after
the Gorernor's state of disester has been lifted,

b Allow ur require anyone irvolved in any hearing, deposition, or other
proceeding of any kind—including but not linited 0 & party, sttomey, witness, or cowt
repartey, but not nchudizg « jwor—to panticipate remolely, such s by telecorferencing,
videoconferencing, orother means;
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<. Consicer as evidence swom statements mede out of court or swom
testimony given remately, out of court, such asby teleconferencing, vidzeconferencing, or
otler means;

4 Conduc t proceedings sway from the cowt’s usual location, but in the county
of venus, and only with reasanable notice and access o the participants and the public;

Require every participant in a proceeding toalert the court if the participart
has, o!kmws of another participant who has, COVID-[9 orflu-like symptoms, or a fever,
4 cough or seeTing;

Taks anyother mwasonabls action to avoid exposing cowrt groceedings o the
theat nfCOVID-19

3. Allcourts in Texes may extend the statute of limitations in anycivilcase forastated
period ending no Jater than 30 days afler the Governor’s stabe of disuster has been lifted.

4. This Order is effective as of March 13, 2020, and exyives May 8, 2020, unless
extended by the ChisfJustice of the Suprerne Court.

3. The Clerk of the Suyreme Cout is directed to:
(% post a copyof this Oxder an www.ixcourts gov,
b file & copy af this Ordey with the Secretary of State, and

c. senda ccpyof this Order 1o the Governor, the Atlorney General, and each
menber of the Legisla

6. The State Bar of Texes is directed to take all reascnable steps to notify me rdbers of
the Texasbarof this Onder.

Dated: March 13, 2020
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