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l. Govemor Abbott has declared a slate of disaster in all 254 counties in the Stare of 07/01/2020Texas in response to tlte intntinent threat of tlte COVlD—l ‘) pandemic. This order is issued pursuant
to Section 22.003503) of the Tevas Government Code.

 

ORDERED that:

 

2. Subject only to constitutional limitations. all couns in Texas may in any case. civil
or criminal—and must to avoid risk to court stalT. parties. atlomeys. jurors. and the public—
tvithout a panicipanl's consent:

rt. Modify or strspend any and all deadlines and procedures. uhether
prescnbed by statute. rule. or order, for ll stated period endtng no later than 30 days afterthe Govemor's state of disaster has beett lined:

b. Allotv or reqtttre anyone involved in ttrty hearing. deposition. or other
proceeding of any kind—including but not limited to a party. attomey. witness. or coun
reporter. but not including a juror—to participate remotely. such as by teleconferencing.
videoconferencing. or other means:

c. Consider as evidence swom statements made ottt of cottrt or sworn
testimony given rentntely. out ofcourt, suclt as by teleconferencing. videoconferencing. orother ttteans:

d. Conduct proceedings away frottt the court's usual location. but in the county
of venue, and only “1th reasonable notice and access to the participants and the public:

e Require every participant in a proceeding to alen the court iftlte panicipant
has. or Lnous ofuuotlter participant who has. COVlD—l‘) or flu-like symptoms. or a fever,
cough or sneezing:

f Take arty other reasonable action to avoid exposing cotrrt proceedings to the
threat ofCOV'lD-l‘).

3. All courLs in Texas may extend the statttte oflintilatious irt any civil case fora stated
period ending no later than 3“ days alter the Govemor's state of disaster has been lined.

4. This Order is effective as of March I]. 2020. and expirs May ll. 2020. unless
extended by the Chichthltce ofthe Supreme Court.

5. The Clerk of the Supreme Court is directed to:

a post a copy ofthis Order on \nvtv.txcottns.gov:

b. ftle a copy of this Order with the Secretary ofState: and

c. send a copy of tltts Order to the Govemor. the Attomey General. and each
member of the Legislature.

6. The State Bar ofTexas is directed to lake all reasonable steps to notify members ofthe Texas bar of this Order.

Dated: March l3. 2020
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