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(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2006/0041746A1 

Kirkup et al. (43) Pub. Date: Feb. 23, 2006 

(54) METHOD, SYSTEM AND DEVICE FOR Publication Classification 
AUTHENTICATING A USER 

(51) Int. Cl. 
(75) Inventors: Michael G. Kirkup, Waterloo (CA); H04L 9/00 (2006.01) 

Michael K. Brown, Kitchener (CA); (52) U.S. Cl. .............................................................. 713/168 
Michael S. Brown, Waterloo (CA); 
Neil P. Adams, Waterloo (CA); 
Herbert A. Little, Waterloo (CA) (57) ABSTRACT 

SERESKINSER Preferred embodiments of the invention relate to a method 
40 KING STREET WEST and device for authenticating a user of a computer and a 
BOX 401 split R the that device. E. evice is a handheld electronic device having accessible 
TORONTO, ON M5H3Y2 (CA) thereto a first authentication code of the user. The handheld 

(73) Assignee: Research In Motion Limited, Waterloo electronic device requires a Second authentication code for 
(CA) enabling use thereof. In order to authenticate the user to the 

computer, the handheld electronic device is configured to 
(21) Appl. No.: 10/919,320 transmit the first authentication code to the computer over a 

communication link between the computer and the handheld 
(22) Filed: Aug. 17, 2004 electronic device. 
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