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whelp

1921

»n. an act or instance of flowing or heaping up abun-
dantly; a surge: the whebn of the tide.
-0RIGIN Middle English: representing an Old Eng-
lish form parallel to hwelfan ‘overturn (a vessel).
whelp |(h)welp| »n. a puppy.
® 3 cub. ® a boy or young man (often as a disparaging
form of address). m (whelps) a set of projections on
the barrel of a capstan or windlass, designed to re-
duce the slippage of a rope.
»V. [trans.] (of a female dog) give birth to (a puppy): Cop-
per whelped seven puppies | [inrans.] a bitch due to whelp.
-PHRASES in whelp (of a female dog) pregnant.
~0RIGIN Old English hwelp (noun), of Germanic ori-
gin; related to Dutch swelp and German el
when | (h)wen| »interrog. adv. at what time: when did you
last see him? | [with prep.] since when have you been inter-
ested?
®how soon: when can I see you? Min what circum-
stances: when would such a rule be justifiable?
rrelative adv. at or on which (referring to a time or cir-
cumstance): Saturday 15 the day when I get nry hair done.
rconf. 1 at or during the time that: I Joved marh ewhen I
twas in school.
® after: call me when you're finished. ™ at any time that;
whenever: can you spare five minutes when it’s conven-
ient?
2 after which; and just then (implying suddenness): he
had just drifred off to sleep when the phone rang.
3 in view of the fact that; considering that: why bother
to paint it when you can photograph it with the same ef-
foct?
4 although; whereas: 'm saving 1t now when I should
have told you long ago.
-0ORIGIN Old English fevanne, hwenne, of Germanic
origin; related to German wenn ‘if,) wann ‘when.”
whence |(h)wens| (also from whence) formal archaic
rinterrog. adv. from what place or source: whence does
Congress dertve this power?
rrelative adv. from which; from where: the Ural mountains,
whence the ore is procured.
® to the place from which: he will be sent back whence he
care, ™ as a consequence of which: whence it followed
that the strategies were obsolete.
-0RIGIN Middle English whennes, from earlier whenne
(from Old English hwanon, of Germanic origin) + -g3
(later respelled ~ce to denote the unvoiced sound).

USAGE: Stmrly “speaking, whence means ‘from
what place, as in whence did you come?. T‘hus, the
preposition from in Sfrom wh ce did [ conte? i5 re-
dundant and its use is considered incorrect by some.
‘The use with from is very com on, though, and has
been used by teputable writers sinice the L4th centu-
ty. It is now broadly accepted in slandard English.

whenceesoreveer |, (h)wensd'evar| »relative adv. formal
archalc from whatever place or source.
whenee'er | (h)wan'er| poelicliterary »contraction of when-
ever,
wheneeveer | (h)wan'evar| rconj. at whatever time; on
whatever occasion (emphasizing a lack of restriction):
you can ask for help whenever you need it.
mevery time that: the springs in the armchair creak
whenever I change position.
sinterrog. adv. used for emphasis instead of “when”
questions, typically expressing surprise or confusion:
whenever shall we get there? See Usage WHATEVER.
~-PHRASES or whenever informal or at any time: {f you
lay eves on him, either tonight or tomorrow or whenever,
call me right away.
when-is*sued »adj, Finance of or rclaung to trading in
securities that have not yet been issued.
whenesore’er |, (h)wenso'er| poeticfiterary »contraction of
whensoever.
whenesoseveer | (h)wenst'evar| »conj. & adv. formal
term for WHENEVER.
where |(h)wer| »interrog. adv. in or to what place or po-
sition: wwhere do you lve? | where 45 she going? | [with
prep.] where do you come from? |
B in what direction or respect: where does the argument
lead? W in or from what source: where did you read
that? ® in or to what situation or condition: just where
is all this leading us?
rrelative adv. 1 at, in, or to which (used after reference to
a place or situation): I first saw him in Paris, where I
lived in the early sixties,
2 the place or situation in which: this is where I live.
B in or to a place or situation in which: sit where [ can
see you| where people were concerned, his threshold of
boredom was low. M in or to any place in which; wher-

ever: he was free to go where he lked.
wooni_informal 1 _that: Ao awn_ces onhare the nien in woure life

DOCKET

_ ARM

L

»n. [(prec. by the}] the place; the scene of something
(see WHEN n.).

-0oRIGIN Old English hwer, of Germanic origin; re-
lated to Dutch waar and German wo.

wheresasbouts sinterrog. adv. |'(h)wera,bowts| where
or approximately where: whereabouts do you come from?

»n, [treated as sing. or pl] the place where someone or
something is: his whereabouts remain secrer.

whereeafster |(h)wer'afior| »relative adv. formal after
which: dinner was taken at a long wooden table, whereaf-
ter we sipped ligueurs in front of a roarving fire,

where+as |(h)wer'zz| »conj. in contrast or compari-
son with the fact that: you trear the marter lightly, where-
as T myseff IS NEVEr INOTE SErious.
W (esp. in legal preambles) taking into cmsrderarlon

the fact that.

USAGE: See usage at WHILE,

where#at | (h)wer'st| »relative adv. & conj. archaic or formal
at which: they demanded an equal shave in the high com-
mand, whereat negotiations broke dozn.

whereshy | (h)wer'bi| »relative adv. by which: a system
whereby people could vote by telephone.

wherse’er |(h)wer'er| poeliciterary »contraction of wher-
ever.

wheresfore |'(h)wer for| archaic vinterrog. adv. for what
reason: she took an il wrn, but wherefore I cannot say.

»relative adv. & conj. as a result of which: [as conj] rruly he
cared for me, wherefore I title him with all respect.

-PHRASES whys and wherefores see WHY.

wheresfrom | (h)wer'fram| »relative adv, archaic from
which or from where: one day you may lose this pride of
place wherefrom you now dominate,

wheresin |(h)wer'in| formal »adv, 1 [relative adv] in
which: the situation ewherein the information will eventu-
ally be used.
2 [interrog. adv.] in what place or respect?: so wherein Hes
the difference?

wheresof | (h)we'riv; -'av| »relative adv. formal of what or
which: { know whereaf I speak.

whereeon |(h)wer'dn; -'6n| »relative adv, archaic on
which: the cliff side whereon I walked.

whereesose’er |,(h)wersd'er| poslicfiterary »contraction of
wheresoever.

whereesoseveer | (h)wersd'evar| »adv. & conj. formal
word for WHEREVER,

wheresto |(h)wer't6n| »relative adv. archaic formal to
which: young ambition’s ladder, whereto the climber-
upward turns his face,

whereeup*on |(h)wera'pin| »con). immediately after
which: he gualified in February, whereupon he was pro-
moted to sergeant.

wherseveer |(h)wer'evar| srelative adv, in or to what-
ever place (emphasizing a lack of restriction): meet me
wherever you like.
® in all places; regardless of where: it should be availa-

ble wherever you go to shop.

vinterrog. adv. used for emphasis instead of “where” in
questions, typically expressing surprise or confusion;
ewherever can he have gone to? See usage below.

rconj. in every case when: use whole grain breakfast cere-
als wherever possible,

~-PHRASES or wherever informal or any similar place: it
15 bound to have originated in Tatwan or wherever,
USAGE: In formal writing, where ever, in which ever
is an intensifier of the question where (as distinct from
wherever in the sense of ‘anywhere’) is written as
two words: where ever can he have gone?. See expla-
nation in usage at HUWE\FER and WHATE.vEH. et

whereswith | (h)wer'wiTs; -'wits| »relative adv. formal ar-
chaic with or by which: the instr I nieans wh ith
the action is performed.

whereswitheal |'(h)werwits, 6l; -wiTH-| »n, [usu. with
infinitive] (the wherewithal) the money or other means
needed for a particular purpose: they lacked the where-
withal to pay.

wherery |'(h)weré| »n. (pl. -les) a light rowing boat
used chiefly for carrying passengers.
W Biit. a large light barge.

~-DERIVATIVES whererysman |'(hjweréman| n. (pl.
-men).

-0RIGIN late Middle English: of unknown origin.

whet | (h)wet| »v. (Whetted, whetting) [trans.] sharpen
the blade of (a tool or weapon}: her husband is whetting
his knife.
W excite or stimulate (someone’s desire, interest, or

appetite): here’s an extract to whet your appetite.

»n. aichaic a thing that stimulates appetite or desire: he
swallozved his two dozen aysters as a whet.

=NERIVATIVES whatstar n_(rara)

choice between alternatives: he seemed undecided

whether to go or stqy | 1 is still not clear whether or

not he realizes.

W expressing an inquiry or investigation (often used in
indirect questions): I'll see whether she’s at home. W in-
dicating that a statement applies whichever of the al-
ternatives mentioned is the case: I'm going whether
you like it or not.

-PHRASES whether or no 1 whether or not: the only
issue arising would be whether or no the publication was
de)?marory 2 archaic in any case: God help us, whether or
no!

-ORIGIN Old English hwcether, hwether, of Germanic
origin; related to German weder ‘neither.’

USAGE: On Lhe dlf[erence bctween whelher and i,
see usage at IF.

whetestone |' (h)wet,stom »n. a fine-grained stone
used for sharpening cutting tools.

whew | hyoo; hwyoo| »exclam. used to express surprise,
relief, or a feeling of being very hot or tired; Whew—
and I thought it was serious!

~ORIGIN late Middle English: imitative; compare with
PHEW.

whey | (h)wa| »n. the watery part of milk that remains
after the formation of curds.

-ORIGIN Old English hweg, hweg, of Germanic ori-
gin; related to Dutch ever,

whey-faced »adj. (of a person) pale, esp. as a result of
ill health, shock, or fear.

which | (h)wicu| »interrog. pron. & adj. asking for infor-
mation specifying one or more people or things from a
definite set: [as pron.] which are the best varieties of grapes
Jor long keeping? | which of the suspects murdered him?
| [as adj] which way is the wind blowing?

»relative pron, & adj. used referring to something previous-
ly mentioned when introducing a clause giving further
information: [as pron) a conference in Vienna, which
ended on Friday | [after prep] it was & erisis for which he
was totally unprepared | [as adl, after prep] vour claim
ought to succeed, tn which case the damages will be sub-
stantial.

-PHRASES which is which used when two or more
people or things are difficult to distinguish from each
other: there i no confusion as to which is which.

-0RIGIN Old English hawile, from the Germanic bases
of WHO and ALIKE.

USAGE: In US English, it is usually recommended
that which be employed only for nonrestrictive (or
nonessenua]) clauses: the horse, which is in the paddock

; rs old (Ihe which clause contains a nonessen-
UaI act, noted in. passmg, the horse would be six
ears old wherever it was). A that clause is restrictive
{or essenﬂal), as it identifies a particular thmg the
‘horse that is in :he paddock is six years old (not any
Torse, but the one in the paddock) See also usage at
RESTRICTIVE and THAT.

whach-a*way | (h)wickHa,wa| mformel dislect >inlerfog
adv. 1in which direction?

2 how? in which way?

rrelative adv. however; in whatever way.

-PHRASES every whichaway in a disorderly fashion:
books are shewed and lounge against one another every
whichatay.

whicheeveer | (h)wicH'evar| rrelative ad). & pron. used
"to emphasize a lack of restriction in selecting one of a
definite set of alternatives: [as ad)] choose whichever
brand you prefer | [as pron] thefr pension should be in-
creased annually in line with earnings or prx‘ces, whichever
15 the higher.

u regardless of which: [as ad].) they were in a posmon t0
intercept hivn whichever way ke van | [as pron) which-
ever they choose, we must accept 1t

whicheso*eveer | (h)wicHsa'evar| »adj. & pron. archaic
whichever: [as pron] on any occasion whichsoever it be.

whickeer |'(h)wikar| »v. [inlrans.] 1 utter a half-
suppressed laugh; snigger; titter: a half-loony whicker of
neruves.

B (of a horse) give a soft breathy whinny: the palomine
whickered when she saw him and stamped her foreleg.

2 move with a sound as of something hurtling through

or beating the air: the soft whicker of the wind flowing

through the July corn.

»n. 1 a snigger; a soft, breathy whinny.

2 the sound of something beating the air.

-ORIGIN mid 17th cent, (in the sense ‘to snigger, tit-
ter’): imitative,

whideah »n. archaic spelling of WHYDAH.

Whidsbey Is*land |'(h)widbé| an island in north-

weetern Wachinatan_narth of Porer Sound.
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