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Microsoft Press .

A Division of Microsoft Corporation _ .

One Microsoft Way
Redmond, Washington 98052-6399

V

Copyright C 2002 by Microsoft Corporation

All rights reserved. No part of the contents of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form .

or by any means without the written permission of the publisher. V

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data .

V

Microsoft Computer Dictionary.--5th ed. '

p. ; cm.
ISBN O-7356-1495-4
1. Computers--Dictionaries. 2. Microcomputers--Dictionaries.

AQ76.5. M52267 2002 V

004'.03--dc2l V

200219714

Printed and bound in the United States of America.

123456789 QWT 765432
Distributed in Canada by Penguin Books Canada Limited.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Microsoft Press books are available through booksellers and distributors worldwide. For further informa-
tion about international editions, contact your local Microsoft Corporation office or contact Microsoft
Press International directly at fax (425) 936-7329. Visit our Web site at www.niicrosoft.com/mspress.
Send comments to mspinput@microsoft.com.

Active Desktop, Active Directory, ActiveMovie, ActiveStore, ActiveSync, ActiveX, Authenticode,
BackOffice, BizTalk, ClearType, Direct3D, DirectAnimation, DirectDraw, Directlnput, DirectMusic,
DirectPlay, DirectShow, DirectSound, DirectX, Entourage, FoxPro, FrontPage, Hotmail, IntelliEye,
IntelliMouse, InteffiSense, JScript, MapPoint, Microsoft, Microsoft Press, Mobile Explorer, MS-DOS,
MSN, Music Central, NetMeeting, Outlook, PhotoDraw, PowerPoint, SharePoint, UltiniateTV, Visio,
Visual Basic, Visual C++, Visual FoxPro, Visual InterDev, Visual J++, Visual SourceSafe, Visuál Studio,
Win32, Win32s, Windows, Windows Media, Windows NT, Xbox are either registered trademarks or
trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. Other product and
company names mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

The example companies, organizations, products, domain names, e-mail addresses, logos, people, places,
and events depicted herein are fictitious. No association with any real company, organization, product,
domain name, e-mail address, logo, person, place, or event is intended or shoul&be inferred.

Acquisitions Editor: Alex Blanton
Project Editor: Sandra Haynes
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subnet n. 1. In general, a network that forms part of a
larger network. 2. In terms of the IS O/OSI reference
model, the subnet comprises the layers below the transport
layer-that is, the network, data link, and physical layers.

subnet mask n. See address mask.

subnetting n. The division of a network into subnets to
improve network security and performance. See also sub-
net (definition 1). Compare supernetting.

subnetwork n. A network that is part of another, larger
network.

subnotebook n. A class of portable computer that is
smaller in size and lighter in weight than a full-sized lap-
top. Subnotebooks feature a reduced-sized keyboard and
screen and often use an external floppy drive to save space
and weight. Despite their size, subnotebooks retain all the
functions of a full-sized portable computer.

subportable n. See subnotebook.

subprogram n. A term used in some languages for rou-
tine (procedure or function) because the structure and syn-
tax of a subprogram closely model those of a program. See
also program, routine.

subreport n. A report contained within another report.

subroutine n. A common term for routine, likely to be
used in reference to shorter, general, frequently called rou-
tines. See also procedure, routine.

subschema n. The definition of a user view of the data-
base (in CODASYLIDBTG systems only), roughly equiv-
alent to the external schema of an ANSI/X3/SPARC
database management system or to a view in a relational
database management system. See also schema.

subscribe vb. 1. To add a newsgroup to the list of such
groups from which a user receives all new articles. 2. To
add a name to a LISTSERV distribution list. See also
LISTSERV.

Subscriber Identity Module card n. See SIM card.

subscript n. 1. One or more characters printed slightly
below the baseline of surrounding text. See also baseline.
Compare superscript. 2. In programming, one or more
numbers or variables that identify the location of an ele-
ment in an array. See also array, index (definition 2).

subscription site n. E-commerce Web site that provides
information or services to customers who pay a subscrip-
tion fee.

502

substrate n. The inactive supporlj1
manufacturing process. In circuit b
which the traces (foil areas) are atta
disks, it is the material on which the
fused.

substring n. A sequential section of
string.

-

subtransaction n. See nested transacto

subtree n. Any node within a tree, along witj
tion ofconnected descendant nodes. See also no4
tion 3), tree. .
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subweb n. A named subdirectory of the root rot

is a complete FrontPage-based Web site. Each su neuing.

have independent administration, authoring, and b
'

V palming n. A m
permissions from the root Web site and other sub . V cropressors ir
suitcase n. A ifie on Macintosh computers that co '

rs execution 5t

one or more fonts or desk accessories. In early \'eroi - .
k) are divided i

the operating system, such files are indicated with thel rejng in higher peno
of a suitcase. See also font suitcase. ''' .vcliting (defl!11tl00 1)

suite n. 1. A set of application programs sold as a packs-,'
age, usually at a lower price than that of the indi idua
applications sold separately. A suite fon office work, foc - ::,.
example, might contain a word processing program. a :

spreadsheet, a database managementpnogram. and a coin -

munications program. 2. See protocol suite.

summarize vb. To post the results f a survey or vote in °

short form to a newsgroup or mailing list after coI1ectng
the results by e-mail.

SunOS n. Short for Sun Operating System. A varlet) of 4
the UNIX operating system used on workstations from
Sun Microsystems, Inc.

superclass n. A class in object-oriented pnograiflmig

from which another class-a subclass-is derived. The
subclass inherits its attributes and methods from the super-
class. Compare subclass.

supercomputer n. A large, extremely fast, and expeflSi\e

computer used for complex or sophisticated calcul tiOflS. -

See also computer.

superconductor n. A substance that has no resistance to

the flow of electricity.

SuperDrive n. An Apple 3.5-inch disk drive that can read

and write in both Apple Macintosh (400K and 800K) and

MS-DOS/Windows (720K and i .44-MB) formats.

;e,scaIar adj. Of, p
chiteciire that

V-

:
superscrlptn. A chart

:
rt*inding text, usually i

:
(kftnition 1).

superserver n. A nets

::: capabilities for speed
.

(definition I).
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