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I N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF TEXAS
MARSHALL DI VI SI ON
BLI TZSAFE TEXAS, LLC ) (
)(  CIVIL DOCKET NO
)( 2:15-CV-1274- JRG RSP
VS. )( MARSHALL, TEXAS
) (
HONDA MOTOR CO., LTD., ET AL. )(  JANUARY 11, 2017
)( 11:09 A M

PRE- TRI AL HEARI NG

BEFORE THE HONORABLE JUDGE ROY S. PAYNE

UNI TED STATES MAG STRATE JUDGE

APPEARANCES:

FOR THE PLAI NTI FF: (See Attorney Attendance Sheet docketed in
m nutes of this hearing.)

FOR THE DEFENDANTS: (See Attorney Attendance Sheet docketed in
m nutes of this hearing.)

COURT REPORTER: Shel Iy Hol mes, CSR- TCRR
O ficial Reporter
United States District Court
Eastern District of Texas
Marshal | Divi sion
100 E. Houston Street
Marshal |, Texas 75670
(903) 923-7464

(Proceedi ngs recorded by nmechani cal stenography, transcript
produced on a CAT system)
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LAWCLERK: All rise.

THE COURT: Good norning. Please be seated.

For the record, we're here for the pre-trial
conference in Blitzsafe Texas, LLC versus Honda Mt or Conpany,
et al., which is under | think Consolidated Case No. 2:15-1274.

Whul d counsel state their appearances for the record?

MR. FINK: Hello, Your Honor. Rudy Fink for
Plaintiff, Blitzsafe. |1'mjoined here by M. Shahar Harel,

M. Alfred Fabricant, M. Peter Lanbrianakos, and Ms. Jennifer
Tr uel ove.

THE COURT: Al right. Thank you, M. Fink.

MR. DACUS: Good norning, Your Honor. Deron Dacus
here on behal f of Vol kswagen, here with Susan Smith and M chael
Turner, Your Honor, and we're ready to proceed.

THE COURT: Thank you, M. Dacus.

MR. GARDNER  Good norning, Your Honor. Allen
Gardner, and with me is M. Kumar Vinnakota, M. Sean Hsu,

M. denn Janik, for N ssan, sir, we are ready. But | do want
to add M. Jeff Patterson is our |ead counsel, and | believe we
notified the Court that he has pneunonia. O herw se, he would
be here, and | just wanted to advise the Court on that. And
we're ready to proceed, sir.

THE COURT: Al right. Thank you, M. Gardner.

MR. AKIN.  Judge, Randy Akin for the Honda Defendants.

This is M. Bob Kantner, M. Albert Liou, M. Jeff Wite,
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M. Joe Beauchanp, and we're ready to proceed.

THE COURT: Al right. Thank you, M. AKin.

MR, CRAFT: Your Honor, Brian Craft. |'mhere with
Paul Steadnman and Matthew Satchwel |, here on behalf of Hyunda
and Kia. W're ready to proceed.

THE COURT: Thank you, M. Craft.

MR. HEARTFI ELD: Good norni ng, Your Honor. Thad
Heartfield on behalf of the Toyota Defendants. Wth nme is G|
Gllamand Bill Mandir and John Rabena, Fadi Kiblawi, and Brian
Shel ton, and we are ready.

THE COURT: Thank you, M. Heartfield.

Al right. As counsel are aware, we recently issued
an order setting out the order in which the, | think, five
matters that are separately on the trial docket in this group
will be reached by the Court. These are all set on the
February 6th trial docket at this tine. There are other cases
on that docket, as well, that are al so going through the
pre-trial process.

| have tal ked with Judge G| strap about the order of
trials between this group and the others that are on the
docket. He's in the process of preparing for a trial in Tyler
that starts next week. It should finish next week, as well.
And after that case has been resol ved, we should be getting
into a position to be able to give counsel nore precise

i ndi cati ons about where all of the cases will stand with
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respect to each other. But at this point, these matters are
all on the February 6th trial docket.

| know there are a nunber of pending notions in this
matter, and | think that counsel have indicated that argunent
on the notions would be a good use of tinme today. So | believe
that's where the intent is for us to start.

| f anybody wants to be heard on sonething el se before
we take up the pending notions, tell me about it.

M . Dacus?

MR. DACUS: Yes, Your Honor. | need to raise one
issue with the Court.

THE COURT: Al right.

MR. DACUS: Not because we're expecting any action

t oday, Your Honor, but | want to put the Court on notice. W

will be filing a witten notion to this effect, but Vol kswagen
will need to file a notion for continuance of that February 6th
setting.

M ke Lennon, who is the |ead attorney for Vol kswagen
had an accident Sunday evening. | won't go into the -- the
bitter details, but essentially his radiator in his hone blew
up on him and he has third degree burns today. He's, in fact,
in a burn unit today. He had every expectation of comng to
the pre-trial today, but obviously was not going to nmake it.

We do know that he's going to require skin graphs, and as the

Court probably well knows fromits tinme in practice, that's
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