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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

BD Hotels, LLC . Cancellation No. 92,055,278
Petitioner, |
V.

Mr. Michael D. Linczyc Reg. No. 3,424,090
Respondent :

NOTICE OF FILING DEPOSITION OF
RICHARD BORN

Please take Notice that, in accordance with Trademark Rule 37 C.F.R. §2.123 (f),
Petitioner BD Hotels, LLC, files the transcript of the testimonial deposition of Richard Born.

Respectfull mitted,

ELLC

Thomas W. Brooke, Esq
Holland & Knight LLP

800 17 Street, N.W., Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20006
202-663-7271
thomas.brooke@hklaw.com

Counsel for Petitioner



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF FILING
DEPOSITION OF RICHARD BORN was furnished by U.S. Mail and email to counsel for
Respondent to the following address on August 15, 2014:

Matthew Swyers, Esq.

The Trademark Company, PLLC
e West, Suite 151

/heTrademarkCompany.com

Thomas W. Brooke

#29151155_vi
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

BD Hotels, LLC
Petitioner, Cancellation No
92,055,278
-against-
Reg No 3,424,090
Mr. Michael D. Linczyc

Respondent.

EXAMINATION of RICHARD BORN, taken by the
Petitioner, held at the offices of Holland & Knight,
LLP, 31 West 52nd Street, New York, New York 10019,
on July 10, 2014, at 2:05 p.m., before, Stephanie
Morano, a court reporter and a Notary Public of the

State of New York.
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APPEARANCES:

HOLLAND & KNIGHT, LLP

BY:

Attorneys for Petitioner
BD HOTELS, LLC
31 West 52nd Street
New York, New York 10019
212-513-3200
THOMAS W. BROOKE, ESQ.

THE TRADEMARK COMPANY, PLLC

BY:

Attorneys for Respondent
MICHAEL D. LINCZYC
344 Maple Avenue
Vienna, Virginia 22180
800-906-8626

MATTHEW SWYERS, ESQ.
via teleconference
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RICHARD BORN,
having been first duly sworn before a Notary
Public of the State of New York, was examined
and testified as follows:
EXAMINATION
BY MR. BROOKE:

Q What is your name?

A Richard Born.

Q What is your address?

A 871 7th Avenue, New York, New York
10019.

Q. My name is Tom Brooke from Holland &

Knight here on your behalf or on behalf of BD
Hotels, LLC. What is your position with BD
Hotels, LLC?

A. | am a managing member of the LLC.
Q. What are your responsibilities as
managing member of the LLC?

A. There are two of us and primarily we
are in the business of developing and
managing and promoting hotels.

Q. Can you give us a quick history and
review of your educational background?

A. Educational background, | was not
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trained in business. | went to NYU and went
to undergraduate NYU medical school. | did a
residency in New York University and Mount
Sinai Hospital and then | took a leave of
absence and went into the real estate
business. | started out as a broker for
about a year or two and then went into the
real estate business and acquired my first
hotel in 1987. | teamed up with a partner
Ira Druckier and the two of us have developed
additional hotels and we currently have
ownership interest and management
responsibilities in 25 hotels.
Q. How did it come about that you started
using the name The Pod Hotel?
A. We had owned for many, many years a
hotel called the Pickwick Arms on East 51st
Street and it was originally an SRO. It had
many residential tenants and we started
operating it as a transient hotel under the
name Pickwick Arms. At a point in time we
realized that the hotel was tired and in need
of a major renovation. The hotel had many,

many small rooms and we were faced with the
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option of either gutting the building and
making far fewer rooms or renovating the
building similar to its existing
configuration with very, very tiny rooms. We
chose the latter because the building had 347
rooms and we thought that would be an
interesting business model. We liked the
idea of trying to sell small rooms that were
well designed, technologically up-to-date,
and very affordable so we started a
renovation on the building in 2006.

We were kicking around different ideas
and we came up with the name Pod Hotel
sometime in 2006 and we developed logos
around it. We developed the marketing
campaign around it and ultimately we reopened
the hotel in early 2007 under the name Pod
Hotel and we registered the trademark for use
of the name The Pod Hotel for hotel services,
food and beverage services.

Q. Has the hotel been successful?
A. Yes. The hotel has been hugely
successful. It was enormously successful

right off the bat. | sort of described it as
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the shot heard around the world. We had
immediately hundreds and hundreds of articles
written in newspapers all around the world.
We have a publicist that helps us promote it,
but we have had an enormous amount of
publicity for The Pod Hotel. | think the
name was very evocative of the product and
therefore it caught on.

The hotel itself has been very, very
successful. Our occupancy has been in the
range of ninety -- actually probably over
ninety percent from the time we opened up and
we immediately realized that we had both the
concept and the design that was appealing in
the market place. We immediately began to
look for other sites to be able to do this.

We started having many conversations with
sites in New York and many cities outside of
New York City. Unfortunately, 2008 and 2009
when the recession came we were slowed up a
little bit, but come 2010 we acquired a

second site. In New York on East 39th

Street, we built a second Pod Hotel which

also was hugely successful and has been
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ninety percent occupancy since the day we
opened. We're currently in talks with
developers in Washington, Boston. We've
acquired a site in California.
Q. Do you want any of this to be
confidential?
A. No.
Q. Let me know if we need anything to be
confidential.
A. No. There's nothing that I've said so
far that's not out in the press already.
Frankly, I've been interviewed many times by
the press just along this. We acquired a
building in Los Angeles that we are working
on a design for a Pod. We have acquired a
site in Times Square where we just began
excavation for a Pod in New York City and one
in Williamsburg where we have sight control
and we plan to start construction in about a
month.
Q. Williamsburg, Brooklyn?
A. Yes. We're engaged in conversations
with a group in South America that wants to

buy the rights to develop Pods and have us
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branded in South America. We have a term
sheet that we are negotiating with an
opportunity fund based in London who would
like to develop, as the term sheet described,
fifteen Pods in various cities in Europe as
well. All under our branding and management
so | think we've -- notwithstanding a small
speed bump we had due to the recession, |
think we're marching ahead.
Q. Tell us how you promote and advertise
your services.
A. One of the great things about Pod that
we realized is that the concept and the name
IS so evocative that we have not had to spend
a lot of money on paid advertisement. We do
a lot of public relations. We have a public
relations firm, Nancy J. Freidman & Company.
There have been over 3,000 articles published
since 2007 and literally in every corner of
the globe. Additionally, we try to spend a
lot -- again, the other beauty of the Pod not
having to spend money on paid advertisement
is that we drive a lot of business directly

to our website by purchasing keywords and
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terms from Google in key markets. We
actually have a company that monitors that.
It's called HIS, Hotel Information Systems.
They monitor that on a regular basis. They
observe which key words are effective and
where we're driving our business and which
markets are effective and driving our
business and we're constantly modifying our
keywords and modifying the markets as we
purchase these words. Primarily from Google
searches, although we have purchased from
other search companies as well.
Q. You mentioned earlier that there have
been numerous newspaper articles or magazine
articles or web articles about you; is that
right?
A. Yes.

MR. BROOKE: Matthew, as we
discussed and as provided to you, |
have here over three hundred pages of
newspaper, magazine, and web articles
all from US publications. We
previously produced a much larger

stack which had International
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publications, but since we're only

talking about the US market here, |

collated out all the foreign

materials.

(Exhibit 1, Document, was marked for
identification.)
Q. I'm going to put in front of you,
Mr. Born, a stack of articles. If you could
quickly look through this. | think we're
going to stipulate that these are documents
that both I've seen -- just tell us what some
of these are?
A. I'll just pick randomly from the top.
This is an article by Terry Ward called Tiny
Hotels on AOL Travel website. It really
starts out with an article -- it discusses
us. It also discussed Yotel and a hotel
called Cube, but it focuses on us. The main
interviewee for this was Vanessa Guilford who
works for us full-time and she is our chief
designer.

The second article is February 2nd,
2007 in USA Today. | don't see a title.

It's the Checking In section and it is
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exclusively about us. The next one is
August 2007 Time Out New York. It's an
article about us. There's another article in
2007 on a magazine called Dwell. I'll just
skip fifty or sixty articles. There's an

article in Detroit Hotel Free Press Hotels
court high-tech guests. They highlight three
or four hotels. Among them is The Pod Hotel
in New York City which is us. If | can skip
again -- I'm not sure if these are all in

order.

Q. They should be roughly in
chronological.

A. There's an article here in Vast
Company March 2009, seven compact hotels big
city style. The first one they feature is

The Pod Hotel in New York City. It looks
like GQ magazine features The Pod Hotel.
There's Hotel Chatter. New York Pod Hotel
launches training program for young adults
with autism. That was a campaign we did for
summer jobs for handicapped children. MSNBC,
January 2010. Top ten tech-savy hotels. It

lists a group of hotels. This is a worldwide
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list and among the worldwide list, there is
only one listed in New York City and that's
The Pod Hotel. This looks like New York
Daily News, a Midtown east gem in May of 2010
which a review of The Pod Hotel on 51st
Street. New York Times technology section.
Q. That gives a flavor and these are all
very typical of the types of stories about

you, right?

A. Right. | haven't even scratched the
surface and haven't gotten to the point past
us being just one hotel.

Q. Right.

A. If | flip through further on when we

have the second hotel and when we are
announcing a third and a chain then the
volume gets even bigger. Again, I'll bother
you a little more. Los Angeles Times,
January 2011. New York, two hotels show the
power of one with a one-day sale and they
feature the two Pod Hotels. The Miami Herald
features The Pod Hotel. MSNBC features The
Pod Hotel. On and on and frankly | think

we're just scratching the surface with this.
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| believe my public relations company has

counted the amount of press stories about or

mentions of the Pod in the thousands rather

than the hundreds since we opened about seven

years ago.

Q. Are you aware of anyone else using the

name Pod Hotel or Pod as a trademark for a

hotel in the United States?

A. No.

Q. Did there come a time when you took

action to protect your name through a US

trademark registration?

A. Well, we filed for a trademark

registration for The Pod Hotel almost

immediately or | think just before we began

using the name. | believe through your

office.

Q. Let me put in front of you what we

will mark as Exhibit 2. This is a copy from

the US Patent and Trademark office website.

Registration number 3575140, The Pod Hotel.
(Exhibit 2, Document, was marked for

identification.)

Q. What does it say?
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A. It says The Pod Hotel Word Mark The
Pod Hotel.
Q. What does goods and services say?
A. Hotel, bar and restaurant services.
First use is January 1st, 2007 and this
filing date of this is March 4, 2008.
Q. I'll show you now what we'll mark as
Exhibit 3.

(Exhibit 3, Document, was marked for
identification.)
Q. It has registration number 3575141.
The Pod Hotel, hotel concierge services?
A. That's right, and the same dates.
Q. You have both yourself and through our
law firm written third parties who attempted
to use or thought about using or have
actually used the name Pod, haven't you?
A. Correct. Whatever we come across --
sometimes | come across it, sometimes an
employee comes across it, sometimes a friend
or an attorney will come across it, sometimes
you will come across it and make us aware of
it. My instruction to you will always be to

issue a cease and desist letter to that party
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to inform them that we have and use the
trademark.
Q. Now, did there come a time when you
became aware of the fact that somebody owned
a US Trademark registration for the name
Metro-Pod?
A. Yes.
Q. What did you do when you heard about
that?
A. | spoke to you and asked you to be in
touch with them and inform them that we owned
the trademark. It didn't appear to me that
the word Metro-Pod was being used for the
purpose of selling hotel services at all. It
appeared to me that they were in the business
of marketing a design of a hotel room more
than anything. | asked you to reach out to
them and ask them not to promote themselves
as providing hotel services.
Q. Let me show you what we'll mark as
Exhibit 4.

(Exhibit 4, Document, was marked for
identification.)

Q. This is for registration 3424090 for
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Metro-Pod and you can take a look at this.
A. It lists as goods and services

provision of hotel and restaurant services.
Q. If you go to the second page, you will
see owner --

A. The owner is Michael D. Linczyc
Individual with a UK address. Excuse me.
Individual UK with an address in Short Hills,
New Jersey.

Q. Did you do some sort of investigation
into Mr. Linczyc in his operations and his
use of the name?

A. Yes. | looked at his website. He
didn't seem like he was in the hotel
business. | called him up and met him in my
office. | can't remember exactly when. |
spoke to him on the phone and subsequently
met him in my office. | forgot why we
discussed what he thought or we thought might
be some commonality of business that we could
potentially do together unrelated to that
conversation. He came into my office. We
talked about it. He told me what he was

doing. He showed me from his, | think, a
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laptop that he brought with him a group of
designs for rooms. One of them called
Metro-Pod. He said he was using the name for
the purpose of promoting this hotel room
design and that was his primary business or
that was his business. | don't know if there
were primaries needed. | asked him at the
time if he would consider changing his
registration because he was not providing
hotel services, but he was in the design
business. He actually indicated that he
would be receptive to doing it and we agreed
to talk further between our lawyers and see
if we could work something out. Apparently
there was a change of heart on his part and
he then refused to voluntarily alter his
trademark on the name Metro-Pod.

Q. Are you familiar with the hotel
Westminster in Livingston, New Jersey?

A. Yes, | am. | happen to know the owner
of the hotel and he introduced me to the
current general manager of the hotel.

Q. How do you know the owner?

A. Socially, not business.
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Q. He introduced you to the general
manager and what happened?
A. | asked the general manager if he knew
Michael Linczyc and he said that Michael
Linczyc --
MR. SWYERS: I'm going to

object on this ground because it would

be hearsay to testify to a person what

they said if they are not a party to

this action. | will object on hearsay

grounds.

MR. BROOKE: You can continue

to testify and we can take it up with

the court or take it up with the

board, but go on.
A. Well, the general manager told me that
Mr. Linczyc had worked at the hotel around
the time of its opening for a couple of years
and was involved in design of the hotel
property and design of some of the logos and
potentially marketing brochures. He was not
aware of his involvement of anything having
to do with actual operations or of actual

hotel bookings or reservations at that time.
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Q. To your knowledge, was Mr.
Linczyc ever operating the hotel Westminster?
A. No. There was a general manager that
he worked for and he was never -- to my
knowledge other than design, he did not have
other functions there.
Q. To your knowledge, did Mr. Linczyc
ever provide any hotel services?
A. No.
Q. To your knowledge, did he ever provide
any restaurant services?
A. No. | did further speak to the
general manager of the hotel more recently,
several months ago as we were preparing for
this deposition to ask if there was any
change and --

MR. SWYERS: Just a continuing

objection on the hearsay.
MR. BROOKE: That's fine.
Thank you.

A. Prior to having contacted the general
manager recently, | had spoken to Michael
Linczyc again pleading with him not to have

to drag us through this process and trying to
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understand why exactly he is trying to hold
onto the trademark for hotel services since
he is not providing hotel services and he
told me he is in the active business of
procuring hotel reservations and promoting
hotel rooms which | wasn't aware of
previously. He said sure, look at my
website. I'm promoting hotel services and
then upon pressing him several times, he said
| primarily book rooms at the Westminster
Hotel. | called up the general manager and
he was surprised to hear that. He said it
could be possible that Michael Linczyc has
some way of booking rooms indirectly through
his systems, but he was completely unaware of
the fact that Michael Linczyc had anything to
do with the Westminster Hotel at any time in
the near history potentially for a long
period of time.
MR. SWYERS: Again, just a
continuing objection on the hearsay.
MR. BROOKE: Matthew, do you
have your computer there and your

browser open?
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BORN

MR. SWYERS: Yes.

MR. BROOKE: Because I'm going
to show Mr. Born the Metro-Pod and the
Westminster websites. I'll let you
get to your browser and get it open.
We're going to go to Metro-Pod.com.

MR. SWYERS: Our client's
website?

MR. BROOKE: Correct. Right
now we're looking at www.metro-pod.com
and | will put a paper copy in front
of him at some point.

Do you see the website, Mr. Born?
Yes, | do.

It says here, "Metro-Pod has been

providing services to obtain bed and board in

hotels, boarding houses or other

establishments providing temporary

accommodation for nearly ten years." In your

experience as somebody who has been in the

hotel business now for over 25 years, does

that indicate that Metro-Pod is providing

hotel services itself?

A.

No. There are several things wrong
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with this. The first thing that's terribly
wrong with this is if you look at Metro-Pod's
old websites, they don't talk anything about
reservations, making reservations, staying in
hotels. It only talks about room designs.
It's only, | think, since about 2011 or '12
that they actually even claim to be a conduit
to booking hotel rooms. If you look at their
website here, you have --
Q. The one in front of us?
A. The one in front of us, there are
three things that come to mind. The first
thing, all they're doing is taking you either
to other people's reservation services being
Hotels.com, Booking.com, Worldhotels, or to
the Westminster Hotel so I'm not sure what
service they plan -- the first three are
fairly generic booking engines that anybody
could use for hotel services and the last is
just a hotel where one can go directly. The
other thing that | find somewhat offensive
is -- because | really haven't seen this
website or haven't seen it in awhile, that he

actually changed the graphics of the Pod and
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took the font of the P and the D which, I
think, is either exactly what my font is or
evocative of my font which is very different
from the old fonts he had. Not only has he
been trampling on my space, but trying to
modify his graphics to mimic mine.
Q. I'm going to show you what will be
Exhibit 5.

(Exhibit 5, Document, was marked for
identification.)
Q. It's a paper copy of what we're
looking at. | printed it out and you'll see
the date on the bottom, 7/9/2014. | printed
it out yesterday and | will represent this is
a copy of what you see on your screen. Don't
you agree?
A. Yes.
Q. On the paper in front of you, you see
the Hotels.com link, the Booking.com link and
the Worldhotels.com link, right?
A. Yes.
Q. Then down on the bottom right, there's
what appears to be some sort of link to the

Westminster, right?
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A. Correct.

Q. Let's try each one of these and see
what happens here. If we click on the link
for Hotels.com, it's now taken us to --

A. Hotels.com.

Q. Is that a Metro-Pod website?

A. No. The troubling thing with this is,
firstly, he's not as his trademark

application says providing hotel and
restaurant services. All he's doing is
providing a link to a means to make a
reservation which is very different than
providing hotel services. The other thing
that is terribly problematic for me is that

if somebody wants to book a room in the Pod
Hotel and they come upon his website by
mistake and click through to Hotels.com, they
can then book my hotel if they search for
Pod, but I'm going to have to pay them a 21
percent commission. This is the real crime
of what he's doing here. To the extent
somebody is looking to come to my hotel and
falls upon him by accident and then goes

through him to any of the three choices he's
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giving them, | will then be paying

commissions for these engines now booking my

rooms. | pay Hotels.com 21 percent by the

way, just so you know.

Q. We've gone back to the Metro-Pod

website and if we go down to where it says

click to make a reservation, you got a finger

pointing and if you click on that, we now go

to a totally different website, don't we?

A. Yes. This is the website for the

Westminster Hotel.

Q. The web address here is

www.westminsterhotel.net?

A. Yes.

Q. I'll put in front of you what we will

mark as Exhibit 6 and this is a paper copy.
(Exhibit 6, Document, was marked for

identification.)

MR. BROOKE: Matthew, just to
make sure we're all on the same page
literally, we're at
www.westminster.net if you click
through.

MR. SWYERS: If | may, so the
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record is clear, what did you click
on? Was it the click to make a
reservation and that took you through
to Westminster?
A. There is a little finger pointing a
hand on the lower right side of the screen.
MR. SWYERS: Thank you. And
above it, it says "Click to make a
reservation"?
A. Correct.
Q. This is the Westminster Hotel website,
isn't it?
A. Yes, it appears to be.
Q. The Westminster Hotel actually is a
hotel in Livingston, New Jersey, isn't it?
A. Yes, correct.
Q. Do you see anything on this website in
front of us now either in the paper copy or
on this that says anything about Metro-Pod?
A. Nothing about Metro-Pod, nothing about
Pod. This clearly is not a hotel that one
would describe as a Pod in any way.
Q. In fact, what does it describe itself

as”?
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A. NJ -- | assume that means New Jersey.
Luxury hotel, spa and event venue.

Q. That's not the sort of services that

you offer?

A. Correct.

Q. Again, the paper in front of you which
we marked as Exhibit 6 is this website that
we're looking at now on the screen, isn't it?
A. Yes.

Q. Now, we're going to back up and hit
the back button on our browser here and take
us back to www.metro-pod.com, right?

A. Yes.

Q. A moment ago we clicked on the red
finger pointing arrow on the bottom right of
the screen, didn't we?

A. Yes.

Q. If we click on this sort of menu

option that says check now in red and there's
five diamond and it looks like a reservation
that says World Hotels and at the bottom it
says Livingston, NJ weather. Do you see
that?

A. Yes. It's funny because all that
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IS -- without being identified as part of the
Westminster Hotel site, that is just a cut

and paste of the booking window on the
Westminster website. If you go back and
forth, you'll see that little postage stamp
white reservation box is really Westminster's
reservation box.

Q. Let's click on it and see if we can
make a reservation. When we clicked on that
white postage stamp that was on the Metro-Pod
website, what does it do?

A. It takes you back to the Westminster
website.

Q. We clicked on the white postage stamp
on the Metro-Pod website?

A. It takes you to Westminster website.

Q. You cannot make a reservation for a
hotel on the Metro-Pod website; is that
correct?

A. That's correct. It merely is a

conduit to either the Westminster Hotel or to
other hotel reservation services. We clearly
aren't providing hotel services.

Q. When you say "we"?
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A. Metro-Pod is not providing hotel
services. Metro-Pod is functioning as a
conduit to allow you to make a reservation.
Q. I'm going to put in front of you your
affidavit that you had earlier signed in this
case and we'll mark this as Exhibit 7.

(Exhibit 7, Document, was marked for
identification.)
Q. Are you familiar with this affidavit,
Mr. Born?
A. Yes. It appears to be what | signed
back in November of 2013.
Q. Is there anything about this that has

changed or anything that you need to clarify

about this?
A. | do not believe so.
Q. If you flip back to attachment one,

you'll see what the Metro-Pod website looked
like at the time you signed this declaration;
isn't that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. You'll see there that it says,
"Metro-Pod will re-conceptualize the lodging

experience and break --

Page 29
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A. From the pack with a stunning new
dimension for hotels in the 21st century.”
Q. | believe it says "definition".

A. New "definition for hotels in the 21st
century." That's a joke. | assume that's a
joke because Metro-Pod doesn't do anything
but take you to the Westminster or Hotels.com
website. I'm not sure they're
re-conceptualizing the lodging experience.
Q. To your knowledge, Metro-Pod never
offered any lodging experiences on its own,
did it?

A. | believe that's correct.

Q. At that point, there was no link to
Hotels.com or any of these other services?
A. | don't see it. This only shows, |
believe -- if this third page is attachment
two?

Q. That is correct.

A. Attachment two which | assume is the
second page of this is the Westminster
website.

Q. Correct, but if you go back to the

Metro-Pod site --
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A. Yes. Itis only offering reservations
at the Westminster Hotel.
Q. At that point, one could not make a
reservation through Metro-Pod, it was simply
a link to Westminster?
A. Correct.

MR. BROOKE: I'll show you now
what we'll mark which was previously
produced and | sent to you yesterday,
Matthew, a Pod Hotel Pro Forma
Operating Statement 2011 on the first
page. The second page has months from
2010. Then there's a third page with
2009. On the fourth page there's a
handwritten note which says 2007.

(Exhibit 8, Document, was
marked for identification.)

Q. Take look at this and tell me if you
know what it is?

A. These are income and expense
statements from The Pod Hotel, the 51st
Street Pod dating back to 2007, 2008, 2009,
2010, and 2011. It breaks down the income

generated, occupancy rates, average room

Page 31
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rates, and expenses for a four-year period of
time.
Q. This shows you had enjoyed quite a few
sales, that you have been quite successful
with this business?
A. Right, right. It shows $17 million in
gross income in '07. It was a little lower
in ‘08 and then rising in '09, '10 and '11.
$18 million in '11. It's higher than that
now and the second Pod on 39th Street which
has now been running for two years is
likewise generating over $20 million a year
in sales.
MR. BROOKE: Can we go off the
record?
(Whereupon, an off-the-record
discussion was held.)
MR. BROOKE: That's all | have
now.
MR. SWYERS: Mr. Born, Matt
Swyers for the Trademark Company. |

have no questions for you.

(Continued next page for jurat.)
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MR. BROOKE: Thank you for your

time.

(Whereupon, at 2:44 p.m. the Examination of the

Witness concluded.)

RICHARD BORN

Subscribed and Sworn to before me

this 10th day of July, 2014.

STEPHANIE MORANO
Notary Public
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BORN
CERTIFICATE

I, STEPHANIE MORANO, hereby certify that the
Examination of RICHARD BORN was held before me on
the 10th day of July, 2014; that said witness was
duly sworn before the commencement of his testimony;
that the testimony was taken stenographically by
myself and then transcribed by myself; that the
party was represented by counsel as appears herein;

That the within transcript is a true record
of the Examination of said witness;

That | am not connected by blood or marriage
with any of the parties; that | am not interested
directly or indirectly in the outcome of this
matter; that | am not in the employ of any of the
counsel.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my

hand this day of , 2014.

STEPHANIE MORANO
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Tiny Hotels

By TERRY WARD

There are LCD TVs and iPod docking stations in every room.

Sleek Eames-inspired furnishings.

And a chill rooftop terrace where you can relax on comfy cushions as the
sun goes down over Midtown Manhattan.

If the above description sounds like that dream NYC loft you'd buy if only
you'd win big in Atlantic City, rest assured it can be yours for a far fairer
price -- if only for a night or two.

Open since mid-January 2007, The Pod Hotel in Manhattan delivers big
designer bang with small rooms designed to save guests cash without
scrimping on style.

Private bunk bed rooms for two people with shared bathrooms and
showers start at just $89 per night.

That's right, in Midtown Manhattan.

Vanessa Guilford, 31, a 1997 graduate of the School of Visual Arts in Manhattan, was head designer and construction
manager for The Pod Hotel (formerly The Pickwick Arms Hotel, before the complete revamp).

Guilford said she looked to transportation -- planes, trains and boats -- for inspiration when it came to creating hotel
rooms that didn't feel compromised due to limited space.

"A lot of the inspiration is coming from public transport -- it's clever use of space, and the design features," said
Guilford.

She said that the bunk bed rooms were inspired by sleeping cars in trains.

"The challenge with that was trying to make a cool room with a bunk bed -- something that can seem very juvenile,"
Guilford said.

"We just kind of took the bunk bed and redefined the bunk bed as you know it," she said, describing how she
designed stainless steel platforms that cantilever off vertical posts to support the mattresses.



Stainless steel cubby sinks reminiscent of what you'd see on a train or airplane are tucked into niches in the walls,
and both the upper and lower bunk beds have their own TVs and reading lights, so even though guests might be
sharing the room with a friend, they can still enjoy the privacy of their own little world.

Single and double rooms at The Pod Hotel are scant larger than the bunk accommodation, but all the necessary
comforts await.

Beds, covered with bright 1920s inspired fabrics, feature roll out storage drawers underneath that resemble what
you'd find in the captain quarters on a yacht.

In rooms with private bathrooms, oversized rain showerheads and stylish subway tiling are nice surprises not usually
found in the budget range.

"We wanted to offer our guests unexpected surprises that you don't expect in a budget hotel," said Guilford.
And how's this for a surprise?

The shared bathrooms (for use by guests in the bunk bed rooms and some single rooms) are downright luxurious,
with elegant stone walls and floors and, get this -- spa style body spray jets that shoot from the walls.

Even the signals over the shared facilities that let guests know whether they're occupied or not were inspired by
transportation -- they're similar to the lights you see in an airplane, indicating whether the lavatories are free.

Another big-things-come-in-small-packages hotel that takes its inspiration from transportation is the YOTEL hotel
concept, due to open its first two hotels inside the terminal buildings of London's Heathrow and Gatwick Airports in the
Spring of 2007.

YOTEL's founder, Simon Woodroffe, came up with the idea for the tiny hotel after being upgraded to first-class during
a flight.

The YOTEL promises to be an exciting new crash pad concept that lands somewhere between the Japanese capsule
hotels and first-class on, say, Singapore Airlines.

The rooms are miniscule, to be sure -- around 11 square yards. But plush trimmings such as luxury linens, monsoon
showers and flat screen TV's will ensure that the quality of the experience makes up for the quantity of inhabitable
space.

The best part about the YOTEL? The rooms can be rented for time frames as short as four hours -- what better
antidote than that to the layover from hell? Expect to pay about $80USD to overnight at the YOTEL, less for shorter
stays.

Here are a few other tiny hotel picks for when you're looking to live large in a popular part of town, on limited means:
Piccadilly Backpackers London: Hostel accommodation is reduced to smaller proporticns than ever here, with 6

private capsule-style beds (just climb in and lock up for the night) situated in each shared dorm room (regular dorms
rooms are also available). Pod rooms start from 17 pounds (about $34) per night. Piccadilly Backpackers.

The Cube Hotel: With outposts in ski towns in Austria and Switzerland, this hip hotel appeals to a social 20-
something crowd, Dubbed CUBE boxes, the rooms -- for two, four, six or eight people -- all have private bathrooms
and showers. Single travelers can snag a bunk in the 4 or 8 person rooms. The Cube Hotel.

Qbic Hip Hotel: Set to open in Spring 2007 in Amsterdam and Antwerp this stylish new Benelux chain follows the
cube concept, with tiny rooms smaller than 8 square yards. To make up for the lack of elbow room, guests enjoy
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Checking in

An occasional review of a hot new hotel
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Built for Pod pesple; "Bunk Bed™ nooms are short on space bur long on chic. And each sleeper gets his swn TV, |

By Gene Sloan
USA TODAY

What's new; The Pod Hotel. New
York

Claim to fame: The city's newest
budget property

The scene; Finding a hotel in the
heart of New York urder $100 a
night isn't easy. Finding one with
style? An almost impossible task —
until now. Targeted at the “stylish
spendthrift,” the 1-month-old Pod
Hotel in Midtown offers tiny-but-
chic rooms (or “pods.” as they call
them with shared baths for as httle
5 $89 a night, Rooms with private
baths lly start at $139, al-
though they've been selling for as
little as $115 in recent weeks, Well
located on 315t Street just & few
blocks from the Museum of Mod-
ern Art, Rockefeller Center and
Fifth Avenue simplmtg. the no-Mills
property, formetly the Pickwick

ms Hotel, is the latest creation of
New York-based indepersdent hotel
operator BD Hotels, which is
known for The Chambers, the

Maritime and The Mercer.

Who'll Jike it: Budget-couscious
hipsters

Who won't: Light slecpers (not
because ol the sounds of New York,
which are adequately mutfled, but
because of the endless opening and
closing of the shared bathroom
doors m the hallway; ask for aroom
at the ends of halls, where you
don't hear it}

Bedding down: Rocms are tiny hut
hip with white walls, baxy minl-
malist blondewood furniture,
Eames-inspired fabrics and a flat-
screen TV anchored to the wall,
High-tech touches include iPod
docking stations andl free WiFi In-
ternet. Just don't expect 400-
thread-count Frette linens and de-
signer soaps, Behind the veneer of
minimalist cool decer, this i5 4 bud-
get property, with thin sheets and
motel-like toiletries appropriate for
its price point, Bathrooms (in
rooms that have them) are a mar-
vel of space utilization, with tiny
built-in sink areqs made of stamless

steel, a small toilet and a super-
narrow, subway-tiled shower
{squeeze past the toilet to get in).
1t's cramped but cool.

Wining and dining: Theres no n-
house restaurant, but an outdoor
garden mril‘{;ﬂld n in the
spring, Dini out,
however, is not a problem, t

to plentiful coffee bars, take-out
cateries and restaurants within a
two-hlock radius.

Indulgences: Each of the beds m
the space-saving “Bunk Bed"
rooms (perfect for kids) has its own
Aeadohons i i wach
163 5 if you plan 10 watch a
different channel from your bunk-
mate’s),

Vital statistics: 347 rooms (152 of
them share baths)

The deal: Rooms with shared baths
starl at $89: rooms with private
baths start at 3139,

Information: 800-742-5945;
thiepodhotel.com
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Pod peop]e Travelers on a budget can bunk together
In style at the recently opened Pod Hotel.

Cramming yourself into a tiny hotel room is nothing new in New York,

but at least you won't have to shell out all your hard-earned cash
rooms here star at the refreshingly low price of $89. Amenities
Include tiny flatscreen TVs, IPods (naturally) and a rooftop café.

The Pod Hotel
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A (Small) Room at the Pod Hotel

A double room at the Pod Hotel

Text: Michael Cannell
Category: ivewe / Durimaiink

A 100-square-foot hotel room for two may be a tough sell, even in New York. But the
owners of the rod Hotel are betting that even cubbyhole quarters can be a draw with the
right design. The Pod Hotel opened last month in midtown Manhattan with 347
preposterously tiny rooms, many of them smaller than the bathrooms found in nearby
luxury hotels.

The Pod Hotel is the first of its kind to open in the United States, though the concept is
gaining momentum elsewhere. Capsule hotels have operated in Japan for more than two
decades, and the stripped-down :-: . .. opened in London in 2005. Later this year
another London-based company called - .=t will offer sleeping compartments inside
terminals at Heathrow and Gatwick, the two London airports. The compartments are
designed by Priestman Goode, the design firm that helped create the interiors of Virgin
Atlantic aircraft.

Like Yotel, the Pod Hotel borrows from transportation’s efficient use of space. Bunk
beds suggest sleeper cars on trains, and thel152 rooms without bathrooms have wall-
mounted symbols turn green when a shared hallway bathroom is available, a detail
borrowed from airplanes.

The hotel’s architect, Vanessa Guilford, also provided a layer of mid-century styling. The



bedding has a dot pattern based on a signature design by Charles and Ray Eames, and the
lobby has reproduction Florence Knoll sofas and club chairs. “The idea was to keep it all
cheap and cheerful,” Ms. Guilford said, “and to simplify it as much as possible."
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HOTELS

For Budget-Minded Hipsters, Rooms That Economize on Space

Imagine if lan Schrager opened a youth haostel. Such is the concept behind
the Pod Hotel, which is opening on East 51st Street in stages this month,
with rooms becoming available as they are completed.

Formerly the Pickwick Arims, a drab Midtown lodging, the Pod Hotel
holds 347 rooms barely larger than walk-in closets. A 100-square-fool hotel
room for two may be a tough sell, even in New York. But the owners are
betting that guests (target age: 18 to 25) will overlook the cramped quar-
ters if they offer high design at a low price. Rales start at $89 a night for a
compact single room, above lef(, made for the traveler who just wants to
dive into bed.

“Our guest is the stylish spendthrift,” said Richard Born, a principal of
BD Hotels, which aiso owns Manhattan hotels like the Marilime and the
Mercer,

The Pod Hotel is the first of its kind to open in the United States, thougli
capsule hotels have operated in Japan for more than 1wo decades. The
stripped-down easyHotel opened in Landon in 2005, and the chain has since
spread through Europe and Asia.

Vanessa Guilford, the Pod Hotel's designer, has echoed transpotta-
tion's efficient use of space. Bunk beds suggest sleeper cars on trains, and
in roomns without bathrooms, a symbol above the door turns green when
shared hallway bathreom is vacant — a detail borrowed from airplanes.
Flip-down coat hooks are the same as those found on Amtrak trains.

“The idea was to keep it all cheap and cheerful,” Ms. Guilford said,
“and to simplify it as much as possible.” In the lounge, above right, a mural
by James Rizzi sets the tone. The Pod Hotel is at 230 East 51st Street. For
reservations, (212) 355-0300. MICHAEL CANNELL
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1f you'd rather spend your cush on a
new pair of shoes ar an a visit to a hot
restaurant instead of on an expensive
place to stay, then you should check
out The Pod Hotal on East 51st Strect.
Designer Vanessa Guilford took space-
saving ideas lcom trains, planes, and
boats to create these new streamlined

July 2007

and aflordable Jodgings. Rooms leature
simple, medern styling and plenty of
21st-century conveniences such as iPod
docking stations, free Wi-Fi, and LCD-
screen TVs, A rooftop deck withan
outdoor garden and a cafe are set to
gpen this swmmer. But the best part is
the price: fram $89 a night for a room

suizefew

Wiom Qas i

with biunk beds to §229 a night for the
faniily-size Townhouse Stiidio. One
note: 152 of the hotel’s 347 units bave
shared bathrooms. The hatel's Web site
features a blag where guests can share
their stories, as well as inlormalion on
free evenls and attractiona around the
city. Visit thepodhotel.cam.
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Hostel Treatment

Two new hotels go small, aim big

February 1, 2007—With seven-star resorts, underwater complexes, and
bank-breaking room rates hogging headlines in the travel world, it's a
surprise (and relief) to learn that not all new hotels are vying for the Russian
oligarch market. Take the Pod Hotel, which opens this month in midtown
Manhattan and offers rooms starting at a mere $89 a night and ranging in
size from 80 to 160 square feet, i.e., the area of a walk-in closet. We know
what you're thinking, but the place actually punches above its weight.
Designed by Vanessa Guilford, who helped shape the nautical aesthetic of the
Maritime Hotel in New York, each "pod" boasts Eames-inspired furniture, an
iPod docking station, LCD TV, and free Wi-Fi, and though the scene is more
Semester at Sea than QEZ2, it's still a big step up from the Holiday Inn.

Over in London, meanwhile, the long-awaited, regrettably named Yotel hotel
chain opens its first outpost in April. Located inside a terminal at Gatwick
Airport, the Yotel's 100-square-foot rooms (above) feature full-size beds,
flat-screen TVs, and rain-head showers, as well as decor ripped from a sci-fi
movie. And since you can book a room in four-hour increments, you can duck
in for a power nap on an extended layover. Look for more Yotel openings in
Heathrow and central London later in the year, though—unless you're Rocky
Balboa or a tragic white rapper—don't count on "yotel" getting any easier to
say.

The Pod Hotel, rooms from $89 a night, 230 E. 51st St., (212) 355-0300,
www.thepodhotel.com. The Yotel at Gatwick Airport, rooms from $80 a night,
www.yotel.com.
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NYC's Pod Hotel: Little Rooms, Blg City

ttook all of five minutes at the P Hotel to

v Lhat its designier knows how 1o wse
space, The siower, desk and wash basin
tucked neatly in corners. A pullout draver e
dernzath the bed. Tiry hooks for jackets ae-
ranged along 2 wall

Al this new Midtown Manhattan property,
efficiency is the mantra. The 347 diminutive
guest rooms one in several smartly excosted
configurations. A compact rectangle with a
twin bed would be fine for a soio travdder. Bunk
beds (each with its own tiny television) are
o00l for pals en 0 road trip, Townthouse suites
with fridges, quoenraize beds and futens would
be a nice fit for 2 smal} family. Guests can
chovse a oo type and boak it on the hotel's
Wb site o through the rescreation desk.

New York botel sooms tend to run smufier
than in other Amerian cities, anid Pod rooms
areun the snuggest end of the spectnan: They
average 100 square feet, compared with an
average US. hotel roont size of 325 sruare feet
(aoourding W PricewatericuscCoopers, a
gobal services campany).

Bust it's the rates — among te most atford-
ahle in Nes York for lodging of this quality —
that give the Pod bookdtiow appeal. Double
roams with 2 private hath start a} $109a
reight, plus taxes, and & singe with a shared
bath goes for $89. Prives may Buctuate accord:
ing o weason au] demand, front desk manyger

Double roass with private haths start at $109 a night —

eral cheag eats, nclurding Pax Wholesone

e

Baths are compact al the Pod Hotel, where
the average room has 100 square feat.

Loe Schhesinger said, but he added tat the

Pod &ims 10 remain cheaper than the compet
tion, The average cost of a night’s hotel rotn
m New York was $240 in 20065, by Pricewaler-

heasseCooners” aecount.

The Pud s o that wn cag be bigs o 2
budged. The rooms are dl equipped with (Bt
docking stations, 1.CD televisians and froe Wi
Fi The hright lobby is dominated by an illum»
yatedd seafuan recepuion desk, The guest-rocm
doosr isen inviting mix of mod and 1950 re-
tro styles — dottad bedepreads, chrome bath-
room Bxtures and rain-tyle shwerheads
More odgy features are planned, including scl
service cheeken kosks i the bbby, a rooflop
bar anc an in-house blog where guests can
w.:p travel h(vs

5. the hotel — which lacks 4 bar,
restaurant and comfy eouches in the fobby —
i clearly beAter oy Wivelers seclang s bunch
peed for exploring than « place Lo Jounge
aroutsd, The Purd was conceraed with yosthiul
adveuters n mind, S Hlesinger said. The
other guedds | rn o  the loblry wene past
of that seene — a 2omething oifice oanag-
et from North Camlii visiting Muothattan for
e e L, 2 \umgcutqn: from Sgxdn on 3
shopping trip. frur @rifriends from Conneti
wilm E(Mntm 3 Bmadw.n show.

The surrounding etreets ako have appeal.
Near (he comner of 511t Street and Seoond Ave
nue, the hotel is far enough from the Tones
Seaare hoopla to he quict but still only & 20-
ninute walk to Bivadway theaters. The Mu
seum of Modert Art is 4 fay Mocks sway. Sew

cheap by New York standards.
ewai the hall. Recently transtormad fon: ti

o Alameda Times-Star (Alameda, CA)
Circulation: 67,834

o  Argus (Hayward, CA)
Circulation: 33,444

e Connecticut Post(Bridgeport, CT)
Circulation: 88,892

o Daily Review(Hayward, CA)
Circulation: 39,418

e Edmonton Journal(Edmonton, CN)
Circulation: 151,718

o Gazette(Montreal, CN)
Circulation: 142,867

e  Miami Herald (International Edition)
Circulation: 5,994

e New Hampshire (Sunday News)
Circulation: 95, 200

e Pioneer Press (St. Paul, MN)
Circulation: 251,565

e Salt Lake Tribune (Salt Lake City, UT)
Circulation: 7,158

o San Francisco Chronicle
Circulation: 434,881

o San Mateo County(San Mateo, CA)
Circulation: 35,656

o  Sunday Sentinel (Keene, NH)
Circulation: 13,337

e Sunday Times (Pleasanton, CA)
Circulation: 42,501

o The Oakland Tribune (Oakland, CA)
Circulation; 65,213

e  The Sacramento Bee (Sacramento, CA)
Circulation: 341,157

o Today’s New Herald (Lake Havasu
City, AZ)
Circulation: 7,889

e Tri-Valley Herald (Pleasanton, CA)
Circulation: 43,587

o Vancouver Sun(Vancouver, CN)
Circulation: 206,239

o Windsor Star (Windsor, CN)
Circulation: 80,000

(Reaching a total circulation of: 1,954,550)

Foad, a chn prruperty featuring heaithy selos

tions at affondable prices, are within a fav
ocks Mentpanuasss, a Fronch bistrostske
rexdaurad next doce, offers a three-corse pre-
theater dinner for $22.95. Yenturing arcund
the Gily? The Lexiyflon Avenue subrsay isa
enuple of blocks away.

Amnang the downsides: Almogt half the
rooms have shared baths, andd the wals are
thin cnough Lhat vou hear doors shutting

ouldaedd Fickwick Arms, the hetel is sl in »
swte of tansition, And you can't hawe snach o
apardy in the lobby
Rurt thal’s samed] stuadf. The Pod helpe mvabe =
weekend in New York a litthe more affretable
fur traviders watching their bulgd
—Gayle

f el 230E SESU5L ttvet S
Thed vwnes D125 0360 amy pliivilas

fot
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Big Deals

Good things come in small packages, like these news hotels that provide a wealth
of clesign to those with pint-size pockethooks, By Katherine Lagomarsina

Hotel Indigo, Houston
ntarCantivertal Hateld kay
anehod s e wiseat Lrdnd
which sabkot & detina dutour from
At maio tradional sblnas. Cf the
eyt boivls i ihe il chiniy, orae
ol thae naweit i m Tosad's largeit
City. o0 Hichpo Streat newr the
Galwsia shopping area Alhough
the rooins may e Sampact, porks
nohude oeersoo bedy, ipa-ayle
batiwoams and a wibnand, satu-
tated color schame fealuring the
oredominant hise of, whal eise,
ndigge, Roows bisgin 3L $110 per
night {5160 Hildage St BYZ/BEA-
3340 Holelindhgo com}

44 MET HONE AAY/AUG 2007

The Pod Hotel,

New York City

Lecated in madtcwn Machaiton,
W' st sbeps rovn tha Museum

of Motkrn Art s Rockelele
Cenlar ntide, tha lock it decd-
oy oflcont (douiles ave 10 by
17 T ot stylivh with troces of
pute kinury buch a3 Granite aho
marbla ahavwers. 1 thonertesds
and stainkoss-steel dinks The
high-tech [rifis 310 of tha son that
wiE actudly e usad: L0 Tvs,

a0 iPad dothing staten ang Irge
WIR dcceax WItAT eise wald@ you
2XRECS frony BD Fadth, 1ha 9o
rezponziio for some of Lhe ety
Troncont nostelries: Ine Chamiacs.
the fAar Lrre and the Mesces? From
$130 per night (230 & Skt St
BOO MR-5045, TheFaumiotel iom)

Yotel, London

Viat do you gt whern
your ¢ross o first-class
plane cabin with a
Jananase capsule hotlel?
A 1G0-sauare-foat,
thought fully arranged
space wilh styiksh teuchas
a clouble bed with Tuxury
lingns, an zat-in “graing’
menu with cabin service,
A Nat-sceaen TV and
soundproo! walls—all
convanigntly located in
Lorclon's Heathrey and
Gatwick airports. The
hota! is porfect for the
travelar with an early-
morning fiight or the
werary business executive
heping to cateh a

rest belere a meeting
From abou: $80 ior faur
howirs or S0 e night
(Yotelcom)

= » .
Averybody’s Doing It

The well-designed Buglgel hatel is Lalang ofl

waridwide Keep your eye oul for these new

lings, 501 t0 apen (0 1he coming months

2 Aloft: 1n 2008, Starwand vl launch a walle:
tnend.y vorstor: ot the stylish W in several LS. citias
(Staivwoudotels vam/AloitHotels)

’1":5 Q])ic: Tha neys Euransan bea to open in
Amstardar and Antworp will feature Mastens beds
ancl Intippe Starck brrures, from atout $5Q oer night
{QLizHot & eom).

¥ Nylo: The notet 1ne (1s fust will be in 1he
Dallas arec) will olfer exgoscd bick-ond-glats
public spaces and an entire hypoaltrgenic loor
aoizated to alleray sulferers al l2es than $150 per
Night {PylaHotelscom). G
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Peas in a Pod
Hotel Networking in a Pod

The lack of living space in NYC can be a
precarious thing.

You never know when a down-on-her-luck
Lithuanian model who's fallen victim to a
hotel reservation crisis needs to be put up
for the night, while at the same time your
friend visiting from out of town is taking up
much of your precious square footage.

One might suggest the newest (and may
we add, the most cost-effective) solution to
this dilemma: The Pod Hotel.

Recently soft opened, The Pod Hotel (formerly the Pickwick Arms) has
transformed its rooms into futuristic closets of luxury that cost you anywhere
from $89 to $179, though prices can vary based on the season.

The "pods" come in different sizes varying from nostalgic bunk beds to twin
double beds, but we recommend the "spacious" Queen rooms, which typically
have a $169 price tag and the largest beds in the facility. And the in-room flat-
screen LCD TV, free Wi-Fi and bedside iPod docking stations will perfectly
complement nightly shower concerts under glorious rain-like showerheads.

With a roof-deck bar and lounge opening this spring and an "inter-Pod" social
network in the works so you can see who's staying in the hotel ahead of time,
you can rest easy knowing that your friend is in good hands.

Which frees you to carry out your social duty of rescuing homeless models
everywhere,

The Pod Hotel, 230 E. 51st St (between 2nd and 3rd Aves), 212-355-
0300, thepodhotel.com

urbandaddy is pure edilorial. you can'l buy love from the daddy
HOME | ARCHIVES | MY ACCOUNT | ABOUT US | CONTACT | JOBS | ADVERTISE | TIPS

©: 2007, UrbanDaddy. All Rights Reserved
ay, Suite 801B, New York, New York 10003
[SENRE /I privacy policy// user agreemenl//

unsubscribe//  editorial policy//
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TRAVEL LOG

Paying to
reach the

gate faster

7 ANT to get
through air-
port security

faster? That will cost.
you, under a program
that elaims {o expedite
your trip through

checkpoints and that is

going nationwide.
Registered Traveler
permits (liers who hold
aspecial 1D card (0
sKip certain security
steps or gel in faster

lines at Transportation :

Security Administy
tion checkpoints.

To quaiify for the
cards, fliers must file
an applicstion and
agree to be finger-
printed and have their
irises scanned (for bio-
metric identification).
They must also agree
to background checks
and o pay $99.95 per
Vear.

More than 30,000
people partleipate at
Orlandq International
Airport in Florida,
where the program be-
gan in 2005.

Reglstered Traveler
was to have expanded
1ast week to Terminal 7
at New York's JFK air-
port and to Indlanapo-
Iis. This week, the serv-
ice is to debut in San
Jase and Chieinnatf,
said journalist and
entrepreneur Steven
Brill, chiel executive of

! Verified 1dentity Pass
¢ Inc.in New York.

Brill's company, one

¢ of several government-
i authorized vendors, is

: the only one that ha 2
. gram, wihi calls E

: Clear.

The program has

i drawn fire from privacy
i advocates and from the
+ airline industry, which

. says it will divert TSA

i resources from other

¢ screening duties. The

i TSA has said it will not
: compromise aliport se-
i curity.

Brill snid no date

: had been set for LAX to

1 | night. That’s less than

¢ what the nearby Court-
¢ yard New York Man-

: hattan/Midtown East

I ($259) and cven the

: Vanderbilt YMCA ($83)
¢ wanted fora Jan. 29

: stay, (These rates,

: checked online, may no

longer be available,)
Amenities include

: free WiFi, iPod docking
¢ stations, LCD-screen

¢ TVs, arestaurant and,
: soon, & rooftop lounge
: and a garden.

The downside?

i Guestrooms, many

i with shared baths and
: bunk beds. are as tiny

i as 90 square feet, Rates
: are higher than at Hos-
d i telling International

: New York City, which

: was asking $25 per

| : night for a donm bed for

Pod Bale!

'STYLE: Guestrooms at the Pod Holel in New
York go for as litlle as $75 per night.

: adopt Lhe ID prograrmn,

¢ Info: waome flyclear.com,
: — JANE ENGLE
: ¢ But anyone seeking
| SIS

N.Y. lodging

- on shoestring

mainstay of
$ cheap sleeps In
$ Manhattan is

: getting a hip makeover
: while remaining afford-
i able,

The Pickwick Arms

* in Midtown East {3 now
¢ the Pod Hotel, with 347
i guestrooms going for

i aslittle as $75 per

¢ Jan. 28, (You would

¢ also be dozens of

¢ blocks away, on WesL
i 103rd.)

The Pod, run by BD

! Hotels, which owns the
i Mercer, Lhe Chambers

¢ and other New York ho-
; lels, is aimed at ages 20

Lo 35, iLs owners say.

style on a shoestring is

: welcome. (800) 742-
: 5945, www.thepod

2 hotel.com. :
i — JANE ENGLE

: Festival Kicks off 11

. days of prernicres, pan-
i els, parties and prizes

1 starting Thursday.

The renovated

¢ Fours Seasons Bilt-

: more {[888] 424-5866;

L www fourseasons.comy
i santabarbara) In Mon-
i tecito promlises three

‘ nights of red-carpet-

: type trealment Thurs-
i day through Saturday

i for $18,835. starting

i with a helicopter ride

¢ from LAX to Santa

: Barbara

The rest: meals;

i daily spa treatments

i for Lwo; limousine rides
: to the il festival;

¢ hairstyling and more

1 onawards day; an un-

¢ limited pass to the fes-
i tival and related

i evenls; and more.

Nearby San Ysidro

! Ranch (1805] 565-1703;
L www.sanysidroranch
¢ .com) has less pricey

Lreats starting at $4,989
for two, which includes
three nightsina re-
stored suite, tickets to
opening night filin and
wala, six tickels to

¢ oseregnings and more,

: ‘The offer is good

! Thursday through Sat-
i urday.

Specials at Hotel
Santa Barbara ([800)

3 ¢ 549-9869; www.hotel
| IR ESSETIT AT

: Getting in on
: film festival

ITH Oscar
: nomination
buzz as back-

i drop, the Santa Bar- :
¢ hara International Film :

santuadbarbara.com) be-

i gin at 3285 for two,

¢ which includes a one-

i night stay, dinner ang

i four film admission

: tickets. For more hotel-
i film packages and festi-
¢ val information, go to

T wwwshifforg.

— BeNoIT
LEBOURGEOIS
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Seek inner peas at Pod Hotel

East Side rooms are
a fight fit but won't
squeeze the budget

BY NICOLE CARTER

DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER
THE POD PEOPLE have ar-
rived — the Pod Hotel people,
thatis.

The hip new hotel nuzzled
between Second and Third
Aves. on §1st St, in Manhattan
offers travelers the opportunity
to board in style without break-
ing their budget.

With rooms starting at $89 a
night, the Pad Hotei [5 the first
in the U.8. to tout the power of
the “pod,” a concept that pro-
moteg
guests and maximizes small
spaces.

And, yes, & majority of the
rooms are small.

But general manager David
Bernctein insists that's not a
problem, "Sure, we could have
knocked down some walls to
make bigger rooms at $400-500
a night,” he explained, "But we
kmew we had a market here, so
we left the rooms as the sizes
they are and charged less.”

The 347-rcom hotel, former-
ly the Picltwick Arms Hotel, is
redecked in med furnishings
and must-have amenities: fiat-
screen TVs, free wireless Inter-
net and iPod docking stations
Ln every room.

The concept for the Pod Ho-
tel comes from smaller, door-
less rooms designed for travel-
ers in Japan, but built here with
more privacy.

The smallest rooms are

soclalizing  between [

about 100 square feet. They in-
clude bunk beds and a transit-
ingplred vanity station that
looks like a cleaner version of
an airplane sink. Single rooms
and bunk bed rooms don't
have private bathrooms — a
sign above the door lights up to
let you know which of the four
shared bathrooms are occu-
pled.

Double rooms, priced at
$139 a night for about 150
square feet, come with a pri-
vate bathroom, bigger flat

AMENITIES
W {Home docking statlon: Plug in
your IPod (phato, r.) and keep
your favorite musfc with you
when you're away from home.

R Vvanlty: Sink stocked with tow-
els and soap.

B Flat-screen TV: LCD TVs on
flexible mounts [n every room.
W Diractions: On the back of
every door, a reminder to -
“Make room for fun."

screen TV and more storage
space as the bed frame pro-
des drawers.

Qutside the pods, the lobby
features ample schmoozing
room with chairs and couches,
a spacious outdoor cafe, and an
giry rooftop deck.

And lone voyagers worry
not, the hotel provides a com-
munity blog where you can
link up with other travelers and
reserves large tables at nelgh-
borhood restaurants — in case
you're without a dinner date,

ncarter@nydallynews.com
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Padd horels — a new wave of budger accommodations offering a pint-size, 1977
though not unstylish, place to rest one’s head -— are landing c-::.::r;l: :i‘:"k“"“’

evervwhere, How did it happen? Here, ane plwsible theory.  arie cHen no Osaka. condidared

the first poa hote!

It iooks ke a morgue,

1968 Staniey

bt quests still 1g91 lan Sc‘:sra:gars
ey gttt Hote!
squesze In today. aramost o :
Kubrick's "J0GT A - opens in New York, N s the‘?t]s
3 1 f Glaobakizatnon,

Space Qdyssey" pouts With its very, 2 gt

o fax o i sustainabifity
three craw members in very boutique rooms. and esign convare
hibernation capsulas. 1t proves thas swank ol b,

If they can do it for wins aver 4 At
months, a night ot 1wo square foolage

can't be bad,

contamars repurposac
as housing.

1967 In Montreal, the — ¥+ .,':‘
architect Moshe Safie  ** 9%
unvels Habitat 67, ‘
a speclaculdr stack ol
concrate nousing
unitg thal unleashes

1873 The economisy
E. F. Schumacher
pubhishes his book

‘Smali is Beagitul”

INSDINGG 8 Mmoveman
a passion for
modular iving

2001 Slenk. stylish
small and porlable,
thoPod makes its
debut. Enough said.

E—
-7 1999 161 Biue laungches,
repiicating Soulhwest's
tudgst, no-frills
farmula — but with Lhe
fritls. Parsimaonious
2003 1530t Mizrahi Bils g
the Target with his travelers everywhere
R vv e i - g N
2007 \iman 18 grc::«) Cheap s cgee(LUiHZc:;Jlnmets firat collection for the rejoice
aKg over the worig oming easy ] i 2 ¥
discount giant, pulling
e et v 1 ‘orel ;
1anove Ic,n: n London and Baset, ~a.rtf \’ou,' mside fashionisias ang
London airports fwwwyoteleom? Cube {above
right;. D

(packer DUNKoLsSes 18 AUStnd (www
cube-hotels.comj: o An

Amsterda iwww.obionatels, com and theg new
Pod Hoter o Manhatiar twww pIskaickarms.com)

thia massas into that
realm where
high meets low.




By ALINON GREGUR

HE homei industsy has made @ sietlar
comehack [inee Botomue sl abugt

fwve yenrs age, with accuponcy aid
O3 cates Nsing shamply nativawude Anu-
Iysts oxpec) Annibe SiTong yeac an 207

tough Tirey cautian it e apenug of b
1ol plaaned when the sedissiry began 1 ex-
prshisian niay covs uff e ri kel

Wizt we've hanl the past shice wwears
were really exceptanal wvels af growih
smee Ny cari
w proapal
which trucks the hate!

aid Bjorn Hanson
urteraauselopers,
rxdusiry

Vs year we may et se 3

» leCreasing

it heted 1owm vmuld ceease 3.9 percenl
this year, compared with abeul § peroent
cnpuatly fromn Nud thraupeh 20046

r&o\m'nv, Kinng Bave beeh denen Largely
by tiddng room rame, wisch coached noRa-
nonal average of §F spbr fram Sanus
ary to Neveneher DWH, w7 operesnt fram
$YI1 W an the comparahie period of 613, ac-
corging ke Ak nt it b Peice-
wang touseCons <. n Manhettan, the av-
ciage ¥oam rate chimbed 0 $253 01 0 niglt,
aizo throtigh Noverber 2866, up 129 pereet
Trony S2U6.E4 in the same periad (i 295

Consamer demand for hotels should sty
rabus: (0 2007, apalysis say, as g as (he
reonomy and  carpnrfe profiis  remau
sitong. A weak r s aiko helpag o al-
(Fact furetgn travelers, wlule promsog
mpre Awernans 1 iravel domeshically ine
slead of khruad, they added

LUt resing roont rates may i be belpmg
wanie luxury hotels. “High preing
caused some tezding down, ' My Wanson
sad, nating that, rationwik:, some of the
sy axpensive apseate hronds bke Caare-
o hy Margiig have marzpal w atiract
more guests. “10 isw't that e luxury seg-
ments jost business” he said “Bus due o
iarpe rate 1acreas, they Just didn't gan
some 3 1he business nrucipated

Some hore! anilysts sa: they feared thay
pricing an New York Cuy, uv particutar,
ul.r-rv FOOM FALEA SoRsd M most i pereeid
WS and 06, may wgin o drive away
SMUNE CHROMICTS

When vou talk Lo meeting plauners and
Uusipess Woavel coddingtos, ther ¢ sealiy
W perception gat there that New ¥ork hos
Rotics (0 he, in 30TC cases, prefibinny ex
persive,”

prosleent at KI Consulting, wlilch spesial
1zes i hotls
The lodgng Adusiry in New York tﬂy

20, whm the market wis weakened by ihe

dof-com bust aml rhe Jerrorist attacks of
St il Some hotels wani aut of business,
while a1hers comvertad to resdential conle
ManGas, 1akng an estim ared? L0 conme
ul! the marksd saxd foading 10 the cin-ep ap
am prves

AT LNe satne e, gk poces (o Land gixt
SUFguiE Col sts have thwarited
ko) develusmicnt, making exishine hoteis
woze saluwble, malysts addid

As 0 res the pnee of harel aalos has 7is-
n shargly “In 2082, 1 could comnt 5a onc
hand how many hotel sules there wee
Manhuteun” said Dun Fasule, director of
market analysis far Keal Capial Aralytkes,
which Iollnws The comintercinl reat vsiste
markel,

Las: year. 19 ketels changzed han
seituig abuut §2.9 billion in sales volunie
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THE REMIX

Pod Hotels

A new wave of budget accommodations are landing everywhere. How
did it happen? Here, one plausible story.

Ehe New Hork Eimes

FHE Wi
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2007 Small is groovy. Cheap is cheerful. Pod hotels

take over the world: joining easyHatel (top), in

London and Basel, are Yotel, inside London airports
(www.yotel.com); Cube (bottom), backpacker

bunkhouses in Austria (www.cube-hotels.com);

Qbic, in Antwerp and Amsterdam

(www. gbichotels.com): and the new Pod Hotel in <
Manhattan (www.pickwickarms.cam)

Courtesy of easyHatel (tap), Eduard
Hueber
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June 7, 2007

NEW YORK
Here are the newest bright lights in the big city
BTUSAMREHD. o Manhattan’s newest hotels cater to niche (ravelers — and those who briny their iPods.

NEW YORK — Fiat screen
TVs and high thread counrs
aro 50 2005.

In the ever-competitive
worid of New York Cliy
Totels, the onie feature a new
halel must have, from all
appearnnices, s an iPod dock. !

A niche helps oo, of
course. With ilsw:ﬁ:mir
desiion — Including walls drip-
P“? with contemparary ant —
and deeply luxurious rooms,
:‘u sihr.mcrmmftwhl’ngk

jatel, for ¢ €, i clcar
tailered to those higher IIII{
tudes where extreme beauty
meets extirome waalth, But tho
|Gramercy Park is not slona,

Almed al subgroups that
|rnnge from Macy's shoppers
" lo hislory buffs, the hotels that
opened in Manhattan in the
past year mosily caler o very
pagticular audiences, All af
whon, apparently, travel with
their iPods,

A few notables, from
uplown to dowrs

20D MOTEL

Topular with young Euro-
peans and fsmilies, the new
Pod hotel does the scemingly
impossible, offeting clenn,
functional rooms with a touch
of lkea style at (relatively —
this is stili New York) low

Fﬂl:!l, ALEA LT BT RSO TR
As you might expeet for n NEW TO NYC: The Pod Hotdl, ebove, is popular with voung
hotel named Pod, the rooms  Suropeans and famibes, At right, the Night Hetelis
are small, but arewell-de-  Made up to look ke a trendy nightclub with o deamatic
signed, with bedding that zips  olack and white interior.
into bright twill covers (or
tldiness' sake, Nat-screen TVs
{twa In the rooms that have
bunk heds — onc on each
level), and (rce wircless can-
nections.
Thase on a Light budget can
opt for a room with a shared
bath — 4 light in the rooms
lets you know when the indi-
vidually-sized, spatlessly clean
toilet and shower rooms arc
unoccupled. Rooms with pri-
vate baths are bigger, and
more popular with Americans.
A roofiop deck, complete
with happy hour und video
camern Lthat will strenm the
actlon onta screens in the
tobby, opens 1his summer, in
the meantime, a gaggle of Brit-
ish girls hang out in the con-
vivial public spacs, {alking
exciledly aboul where they
will go 1or waffles.
Pad Hotel: 23¢ E. 53rd St
212-355-0300 or 800-742-5945;
www.thepodhotel.com. Prices
start at $109 for a single with
shared bath, nnd §189 (or a
double with private bath.
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Best of New York: Hotels

The Pod Hotel

Formerly the stodgy Pickwick Arms, the Pod Hotel is "hostelling for the 21st
century, updated for global flashpackers."—Jay Cooke. 347 rooms, some with
bunk beds and shared baths. A tech haven: iPod docks, Wi-Fi, dimmer-controlled
lights, LCD TVs. Bold furnishings. 230 E. 51st St.; tel. +1 212 355 0300.
www.pickwickarms.com
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NEW YORK
THE FRUGAL HIPSTER

[t took all of five minutes at the
Pnd Hotel to see that Its designer
knows how ta usa space. The
shower, desk and wash basin
tucked neatly in corners, A dravrer
underneath the bed, At this new
Midtown Manhattan property, effi.
ciancy is the mantra. The 347
diminutive guest rooms come in
several smactly executed configy-
rations, A compact rectangle with a
twin bed wauld ba fine for 2 solo
travelar. Bunk beds - each with ts
own tiny TV - ara coal for pals on a
road trip, Sultas with fridge, quean-
size bed and futon would be a nice
fit for @ small family, But it's the
ratas - among the most affordable
in New York for ladgling of tiis
quality - that give the Pod book-it-
naw appeal. Double rooms with a
privale bath start at $109 a night,
plus {axes. A single with a shared
balh goes for $89, And of course,
olirooms are equipped withiPod
docking stations,

Detalls: Pod Hotef, 230 € 51st
St. between Second and Trird ave-
nues, 212-355-0300 or BOO-242-
5945; wwe.pickwickarms.com.

-~ WASHINGTON PAST SERVICE

0

HOT EXHIBITS

Got o burning desire to
lzarn about the history of fire.
fighting? Opaning latar this
maonth is the North Chorlaston
and Amarican LaFrance Flre
Museum and Educational Cen-
ter. It will house a colloction of
18 antique firatrucks, a hand-
operated lire pump and two
horse-drawn steam engines.
Among tha exhibits are a
movie theater, a tatking robat and the Great Escape,
which gives young visilors the chance to experience
the thrlll of Hylng down a fire pale,

Datalls: The museum is scheduled to open April 28,
and Its wabsite, www,| oes.org, Is under
censtruction. Fer information abiaut visiting the
Chatleston aras, www.charlestoncvb.com or
843-853-8000.

BELGIUM
GOOD SPORTS

The European Gay and
Lesbian Spart Federation
hag awarded the 2007
Eurapeon goy and losblan
gamas to Antwerp, The
organizing EuraGames
Team Antwerp oxpects
3.000 sporly typos and
thousands of supportars
te flock to the clty July
1215 for a program of volleyball, football, style dancing, swim-
ming, badminton, wrestling, hockey and bowling, In additian
to tha athietics, tha city hosts the Zomer van Antwerpen world
music and theater festival July 2-Aug, 2.

Dotalls: www. 0rg/2007.

TOMAS VAN HOUTRUYE FOR THE NIW 10463

f“_.'. COMPILED BY CHARLES BUHMAN/MIAMI HERALD STAFF
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A roam wilth a
queen bed at e
Pod Hotel in New
York, which wan
Tormeily knawa a4
tho Pickivick Arms.
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BD Hotels opens budget Pod Hotel in NY with high style, design
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Capsule reviews of Europe & New York pod hotels

Diminutive digs.

lee, Specud 1o The Las Angeles Tines

AI07

Yotel: The Yotel that opened in Britain last month is in the international arrivals
hall, South Terminal, Gatwick Auport; 011-44-20-7100-1100, www.yotel.com.
Rooms start at $51 for four hours, $113 for overnight. Premiums start at $82 for
four hours, $170 a night. Yotel is scheduled to open a Heathrow Airport outlet in
; August 2007, and rumors persist that its first overseas foray will land at
Amsterdam's Schiphol Airport later this year.

Qbic: Amsterdam is already home to Qbic, a designer pod property with a similarly futuristic look. Rooms
start at $54, and upcoming outlets are planned for Antwerp, Belgium, and Maastricht, Netherlands. 011-31-
43-321-1111, www.¢bichotels com.

s> 14 Hotel: Not to be outdone in the tiny stakes, New York's East 51st Street is home to the Pod Hotel

where lounge-y, mod-style rooms start at $89. (800) 742-5945, www thepodhntel.com.

Base2Stay : A little more high-end, central London is home to the recently opened Base2Stay, which offers
small rooms with designer flourishes, optional kitchenettes and rates from $165 a night. www.base-2-
stayhotel.co.uk,

EasyHotei: London also has three small-format, low-cost easyHotels combining windowless rooms and
basic amenities from $51 per night. There's also a Basel, Switzerland, property and another planned for
Budapest, Hungary, this year. Information: www.easyhotel.com.
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fraveling comfostahly compactly
wid with your iPod is usually the
Most ideasl way to gn Mow take
that concept to your drstimation
bolel and you have the Pad Hotel
ha new boulique hotol founded
w Richard Barn and owned and
sparated by BU Holels, The pod-
wized raoms which come in sever-
2l zonfigurations are fitted with
Pod dacking stations. froe Wit
and LCD screen tefevisions.,
Designes Vanessa Guitford, whot
resume includes work an the
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the use of The space in miss fr
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rosembla a largar sized stylsh
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opens lo an ouldpor area. plus a
rucraational raof deck, Tha Pod
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the city over a lavish hotel raam.”
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youre head in style
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March 4, 2007

Pod Hotel rooms include iPod docking stations.

Pod people get style on a shoestring

mainstay of cheap sleeps in The downside? Guest rooms,
Manhattan is getting a hip many with shared baths and bunk
makeover while remaining beds, are as tiny as 90 square feet,
affordable. Rates are higher than at Hostelling
The Pickwick Arms in Midtown [nternational New York City,
East is now the Pod Hotel, which was asking $25 a night for
with 347 guest rooms going a dorm bed for Jan. 29. (You
for as little as $75 a night. ' also would be dozens of
That’s less than the near- A“ blocks away, on West 103rd.)
by Courtyard New York m“\-\l\“ W' The Pod, run by BD Ho-
Manhattan / Midtown T tels, which owns the Mercer,
East ($259) and even the the Chambers and other New
Vanderbilt YMCA ($83) York hotels, is aimed at visitors
wanted for a Jan. 29 stay. (These from age 20 to 35, its owners sav,
rates, checked online, may nolonger  But anyone seeking style on a
be available.) shoestring is welcome,
Amenities include free WiFi, — The Los Angeles Times

iPod docking stations, L.CD-
screen TVs, a restaurant and, il
soon, a rooftop lounge and a :
garden.
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Hosting an out-of-town guest can drive nails into your soul -- whether it's planning his evening, or sitting on his
E A .face because you've forgotten he's commandeered your couch. Avoid this
<Nl %predtcament and put him in The Pod.

uCreated by the Maritime guys, the Pod's a slicked-up budget hotel with high-
tech rooms that cost less than drinks at the Maritime. Basic rates range from
2599 for a shared-bathroom Single, up to $199 for a bathroomed "Double
Double" or Queen -- ideal for college roommates, or the parents who crash
at your place because it's "practical”, not because your dad's a failure, Each
room's equipped with flat screens and iPod docks to keep your people
occupied/vegetative during the day. At night, the concierge can secure them dinner reservations, or even
entrance into clubs -- with no stressful tour guide responsibilities, you'll be free to enjoy their companionship, or
ditch them for a better crowd.

To further distinguish themselves from lesser/filthier budget places, The Pod's installing a lobby lounge -- it won't
be serving 'til June, so for now it's BYOB. They're also throwing free, Cuervo-sponsored happy hours on Fridays
and Saturdays from 5-7pm -- an excellent time for you to show up unwanted and invade your out-of-town
guests' space.

Set your people up at ThePodHotel.com



THE BALITMORE SUXN

Where Marvband Comues Alive,”

VW SIS PHIE. L

August 26, 2007

24 hours in New York City

By Stephen Henderson

With all due respect to Frank Sinatra and his swaggering saunter of a song, "New York, New York," if there's one thing better than
waking up in a city that never sleeps, it is never sleeping in a city that never sleeps.

While planning my latest visit to Gotham, my list of everything I wanted to see, eat and buy grew so long, I realized my only choice

was to disregard any need for that waste of time called slumber. Because I planned to visit on a Wednesday, the city's already vast

menu of activities expanded further still, offering the opportunity to see both a Broadway matinee and a theatrical performance later
evening.

Sleep, I soon realized, is for suckers.Brave talk. But could I make it? Would I survive a nonstop 24 hours of biting at the Big Apple?
Hedging my bets, I made a reservation at The Pod Hotel, a new spot geared for thrifty hipsters, where my berth of a room was clean,
stylish and shockingly small. (I expected more for $89.) As things happened, I didn't see much of this cubicle.

What follows, then, is my day: a round-the-clock dash of Manhattan merrymaking, or Gotham-A-Go-Go.
9 a.m.

Since Bamey Greengrass opened in 1908, this restaurant has allowed generations of Upper West Siders to start their days with
prodigious breakfasts of "Jewish Soul Food," meaning smoked fish, bagels and cream cheese. Over the past century, luminaries such
as Groucho Marx, Isaac Bashevis Singer and Nora Ephron have lingered here, sipping coffee while perusing The New York Times.

As I 'sit down with my paper, I overhear three old men loudly debating whether or not a Barack Obama presidency would be good for
Jews. (Their tentative verdict? Yes.) I order an omelette with sauteed onions, along with a side of sturgeon and Nova Scotia lox. The
portions are such that by the time I finish, I realize I will probably want to skip lunch.

10 a.m.

A pleasant walk of a few blocks south and east, along tree-lined streets of residential brownstones, brings me to the American
Museum of Natural History, at the front of which is a triumphant statue of Theodore Roosevelt on horseback. You may already be
familiar with this revered cultural institution from last year's movie A Night in the Museum, starring Ben Stiller, or you may recall
how fondly it was visited by Holden Caulfield, protagonist of J.D. Salinger's classic novel of 1945, The Catcher in the Rye.

What most fascinates me is how the museum combines dioramas unchanged for many decades (here are my old friends, mannequins
from the Kwakiutl tribe), alongside up-to-the-moment attractions such as the space show Cosmic Collisions. Newest of the 46
permanent exhibitions is the Hall of Human Origins, which offers a cleverly curated introduction to paleoanthropology, or the study of
early humans through fossil evidence.

As 1 gaze at a 40,000-year-old Neanderthal skull and learn more about early hominids such as Lucy, Turkana Boy and the Peking
Man, [ marvel anew at how multitrunked is the family tree of which Homo Sapiens (um ... that's us) are only the latest, green sprout.
Scholars now believe that one of the main reasons we prevailed over other hominid species was because of our ability to share
information through expressions such as writing and painting.

11:30 a.m.

I wonder about this key role that artistic creativity played in the development of the human species when, after a quick taxi ride



through Central Park, I arrive at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. One could easily spend a whole day here, tracing the development
of humanity from cave paintings to Andy Warhol.

On this visit, though, I limit my attentions to the new Greco-Roman wing. These glorious galleries opened in April, the culmination of
a 15-year, $220 million project, and display more than 3,500 objects from the Hellenistic period to the Late Roman Empire.

Highlights in these light-filled halls include statues of Hercules and Dionysus, an enormous head of the Emperor Constantine, and an
Etruscan parade chariot decorated with scenes from the life of Achilles. There's an indoor fountain as well as a tessera floor modeled
on that of the Pantheon in Rome, with pieces of hand-cut Italian tile laid in sand bedding, without grouting,

1:15 p.m.

Headed to midtown, I jump on the subway. You can't really say you've been to New York unless you've at least tried to master the
city's underground mass transit system. For most trips, taxis are not only much more expensive, but also take quite a bit longer.

It's actually pretty tough to get lost, I find, as tracks are clearly marked "Uptown" and "Downtown," and nearly every station has a
large map of the subway system and the street configurations above,

Note: The subway has been transporting riders since 1904, Stations are safe, but a bit dirty - you may even spy a rat or two scuttling
about the tracks. In the right frame of mind, this only adds to the thrill.

1:45 p.m,

I come above ground near the TKTS booth, the indispensable kiosk selling that day's performance of Broadway shows at half-price.
While a newer, bigger booth is under construction in Duffy Square (47th Street and Broadway), TKTS is temporarily located outside
the Marriott Marquis Hotel, on 46th Street between Broadway and Eighth Avenue.

A digital sign out front tells me what shows are available for the 2 p.m. matinee, but I've already seen The Drowsy Chaperone,
Wicked, Frost/Nixon, Chicago and Beauty and the Beast.

Since Hairspray celebrates its fifth birthday on Broadway this month and since the movie version is in theaters, I deem it appropriate
to see the show based on a movie in preparation for seeing the movie based on a show. Hairspray, I'm happy to report, looks better
than ever, and is currently given an especially poignant touch by actor Jerry Mathers (of TV's Leave it to Beaver ), who looks 70-
going-on-7 in his role as Wilbur Turnblad, Tracy's father.

4:30 pm. .

I'emerge from the Neil Simon Theatre into a scrum of dazzled theatergoers and midtown office workers headed home for the night.
Sidewalks are slow going as I wander down Broadway to 42nd Street, where the Ripley's Believe It or Not! Times Square Odditorium
opened this summer.

I'hadn't been to a Ripley's since I was Beaver Cleaver's age and envisioned some good old, cheesy fun - a freak show, but with a post-
modern spin. Sadly, what I found was find is a hodgepodge of junk ranging from shrunken heads and a slab of the Berlin Wall to a
few strands of President John F. Kennedy's hair and a collection 300 beer steins. Any mystery these dubious items possess is utterly
dispelled by their display in a warren of brightly lit rooms that have all the antiseptic appeal of a dentist's waiting area.

To my mind, then, the only thing "unbelievable" is that the entrance fee to Ripley's for an adult is $25.
5:30 p.m.

At Spotlight Live, a twentysomething secretary from Smith-Barney is belting out an off-pitch rendition of Britney Spears' "Toxic,"
cheered on by her liquored-up co-workers. "Eat, drink and be famous," is the slogan of this new, state-of-the-art karaoke club and
restaurant in Times Square, where each table has a touch screen on which guests can scroll through an extensive inventory of tunes or
vote on those singing.

Wannabe American Idols can consult with hair and makeup artists before getting onstage, where professional back-up singer/dancers
await to provide moral and vocal support. Those who prefer to be American idle can simply tuck into surprisingly refined cuisine by
Las Vegas star chef Kerry Simon (mini-burgers and truffle fries, or bamboo-steamed halibut) and enjoy the show.

Or not. Ear plugs aren't listed on the menu, though you might wish they were after hearing yet another chanteuse attempt the theme
song to Fame.



"I'm gonna live forever. 'm gonna learn how to fly, high! / I feel it coming together. People will see me and cry!"
Indeed.
7 p.m.

On the subway again, this time farther downtown to Pier 17 at the South Street Seaport, behind which is pitched the Spiegeltent, a
temporary cabaret venue. Here, playing until Sept. 30, is Absinthe, a bawdy burlesque that features roller-skating acrobats, knife-
jugglers on pogo sticks, a nearly naked young woman who wriggles in and out of an enormous balloon, and a drag queen host/hostess
who channels Marlene Dietrich, Judy Garland and Janis Joplin with equal aplomb.

Like the green liqueur for which this family-unfriendly show is named, the proceedings cast a nearly hallucinatory spell. So much so
that I decide to return for an 11:30 p.m. performance of La Vie, another curious entertainment playing in repertory.

9:30 p.m.

Immediately outside the Spiegeltent, an al fresco restaurant, bar and even a miniature dance floor with a disco ball, all provide jaw-
dropping views of the East River and the Brooklyn Bridge. I reluctantly meander a few blocks away to Hanover Square in search of
dinner.

Nestled among the gleaming high-rises of Manhattan's Wall Street is India House, a brownstone built in 1854 that's done in the
Renaissance Revival style of an Italian palazzo and once housed the New York Cotton Exchange. In 1914, it became a businessmen's
luncheon club, and today it is a warm, white brick and dark wood restaurant called Harry's Cafe and Steak. While dining on an
excellent trout amandine, I chat with Harry Poulakakos about his eponymously named spot, and the nearby restaurants such as Ulysses
and Gold Street that are open late in this enclave of historic19th-century buildings along Pearl and Stone streets.

"The city has never been in better shape," Poulakakos says. "[Former Mayor Rudy] Giuliani made it safe, [current Mayor Michael]
Bloomberg has kept it that way." People like to be out late at Manhattan's southernmost tip in the summertime, he tells me, because
this area is 10 degrees cooler than anywhere else in the city.

1a.m

I think of Poulakakos' words when, after La Vie, I feel completely safe while walking across Wall Street and skirting around Ground
Zero, where work is nearing completion on the foundational structure of the Freedom Tower.

Ambling uptown, through SoHo, window shopping at the art galleries, I stop for a quick pick-me-up cappuccino at Aroma Espresso
Bar. This is the first U.S. branch of a popular chain of coffee shops started in Israel and is a favorite of insomniac New Yorkers not
only because it's open 24 hours, but also because a free piece of chocolate is dispensed with every coffee drink.

3 a.m.

Still heading uptown, I arrive in the Meatpacking District around 14th Street, where clubs and restaurants such as Lotus, Spice Market
and Hiro Cocktail Lounge at the Maritime Hotel are all bustling with rowdy patrons.

Avoiding these gaudier attractions, I suddenly crave what is said to be New York's best BLT sandwich. It's served at Florent, a 24-
hour cafe on Gansevoort Street that is something of an after-hours crash pad for club kids as well as youthful celebrities such as Uma
Thurman and Parker Posey. Everyone is welcome here, as the saying goes, "from grannies to trannies," and yes, the BLT is a star in its
own right - crisply comforting, with not too much mayonnaise.

Licking my lips, I continue walking through Greenwich Village and Chelsea.
4:30 a.m.

Juvenex is a spa that's open all night in the Little Korea neighborhood, which is just east of Pennsylvania Station, where the Amtrak
train arrives from Baltimore.

I had been told that Juvenex is primarily patronized in the morning's wee hours by those who want to get a head start on curing their
hangovers. When I arrive, however, there are only a few other patrons visible, so I have this 5,000-square-foot facility practically to
myself.

Choosing a round of treatments called the "Basic Purification Program," I'm shown to my locker and given a disposable bathing suit.
Then I sweat in a large stone-walled sauna and soak in a hot tub where several dozen lemons float on the water's surface. Ambient,



New Age music plays, complete with the chirping of birds.

Linda, my gruff attendant, leads me to a vinyl-covered massage table, where she douses me with bucket after bucket of hot water, and

sets to work vigorously buffing my body in a technique called the Korean-style Salt Scrub. Just when my skin is tingly and pink, and I
think I have nothing left to exfoliate, Linda slathers me down with cucumber puree and lets me marinate for a while before sending me
on my way.

6:30 a.m.

The sun is coming up. Good morning, New York! I'm tired but wired. I pass by Tiffany's and think of Audrey Hepburn in Breakfast at
Tiffany's. Up ahead, a few blocks away, I see the glowing glass cube above the Apple Computer store on Fifth Avenue - also open 24
hours.

I descend the groovy glass staircase and enter into the world according to Steve Jobs - a high-tech playground for adults, where
salespeople are low-pressure but eager to explain all the latest gizmos such as the iPhone. In fact, visiting this sleek store feels less like
onsumerism and more like clairvoyance - as if I'm being given a privileged view of the future.

On my way back to The Pod Hotel to crash for a few hours, I decide I need a nibble. A muffin, maybe?

Happily, Manhattan’s most major muffin is found at Sarabeth's Kitchen, a restaurant on Central Park South. This is the latest outpost
of a growing empire (there are five locations in Manhattan and one in Key West, Fla.), that began in 1981, when Sarabeth and her
husband, Bill Levine, opened a small shop on the Upper West Side where customers could see fruit jams being cooked in a kettle and
ladled into jars. As I sip my morning coffee and reminisce over my day in New York, I ponder Sarabeth's improbable success - a jelly
tycoon? - and what it may say about New Yorkers,

Sure, Manhattanites like to pretend they are rough and tough; that they live in the big, bad city. But get beneath that gritty exterior, and
the Big Apple has a sweet, gooey, eager-to-please spot, right at its very center.
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e heard...

Guests to Iog in to pod lodgings

When guests stay at the Pod Totel in Midtown, they

will be able to mingle in person assvell as in evher-
space.

Recently opened at 230 East 51st Street, the hotel
islaunching ablogin mid-March where young guests
can chat, find loeal events and make plans to meet

up. Itwill be similar to the Living with Legends blog

The Pod Hotel Is alimed at tech-savvy guests.

about the Hotel Chelsea, legends.typepad.com.

The Pod Hotel is geared toward attracting wirved, gadget-savvy guests. The space-ef-
ficient rooms at the economy hotel come equipped WIth iPod docking stations, wircless
Internet and plasma televisions, Rates start at $89 for a 100-square-tfoot unit with bunk
beds.

“I didn’y want to charge $300 to $400 a night and compete withvall the other hotels”
sald David Bernstein, general manager ofthe Pod Totel, “T've always liked the lower end
ol the market.”

Juests, who Bernstein says include “anyone who thinks they're 18 to 25 vears old," can
stay in rooms with a private bath ov share bathrooms with other guests.

The rooms dan't get much larger than 200 square feet, but the Pod Hotel has a con-
cierge, a rooftop deck and an indoor/outdoar caté. Plans are also in place to open a res-
taurant next door in a few vears.

Accordingto Bernstein, the Pod Hotel has rented approximately 70 percentof ils 348
rooms a night since opening in mid-January,

The Pod Hotel is Bernstein's ifth hotel renovation in Manhatlan, Heisalso responsible
for On the Ave TTotel at 222 West 77th Street; Milburn Hotel at 242 West 76th Street:
Hotel Thirty Thirty at 30 East 30th Street; and Hotel 57 at 130 Fast 57th Street.

“T'hisonehas been the most fun,” Bernsteinsaid. "Twanted this tonotonly be inexpen-
sive lodging but a place where guests can have fun.”



The New Look
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Pod Hotel
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g¢l Ownar: BD Hotels Designer: Yanessa Guillord Project Cost: N:A ThemeAntluence: Styhshi. contemporary des:gn on a budget
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Hot Deals | WEEKLY TRAVEL BARGAINS

Pod People
New York hotel from $89

THE DEAL
Young people are drawn to Manhattan like ants to a picnic. The problem is, a bite of the Big
Apple can be too expensive for many—Ilast year, NYC hotel room rates averaged $245 a
night. But one newly opened hotel, on East 51st Street, lets visitors pay as little as $89 a night
if they're willing to accept tiny rooms (and in some cases, shared bathrooms). The good news
is that those little rooms (designed to use the space-saving features of cabins on a sailboat)
have some nice extras besides a bed—like iPod docking stations, free WiFi access, LCD-
screen TVs with cable, phones with voicemail, and small safes. The 347-room hotel is a
makeover of the old Pickwick Arms, and its owners say they are targeting the 20- to 35-year-
old market. If you're in one of the 152 rooms with shared bath, a display panel in your room
will tell you when the bathroom is occupied. The property’s name sums it up nicely: it's called
the Pod Hotel.

THE DOLLARS
from $89 a night.

CONTACT INFORMATION
For further information, visit the Pod Hotel, 212/355-0300.

This Hot Deal is valid from March 27, 2007 to March 27, 2008
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THIS JUST IN! 1he dated
Pickwick Arms Hotel in ridlovwn
Manhattan has been :einvenied
as the steck Poz Hotet, Rates (o
a single with a shared bath start
at 589 a night. Queen rooms
with private baths start ar §159,
All have LCD TV, iPod docking
stations, and free Wi -Fi (pickerick

drmscom) e ha

e hav announced new itin-

Eosy werys to keep em ofive

pralies tor the fram Starting in

May, the ship will eraise between
Reykiavik, lentand, and Greenland
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2 R I'Fossane’s owner Svi
porAdge studded with smokud ham :

* Egil Serany

The Vadlas also
ruus Sanitas, on Lake
Riskedal. Originaily
asumrmer camp for
wnderprivileged
boys, the house
staexl abandoned for
36 years until the
Vadlas rescued it
Openud in 2015,
Sanitas overlooks a
small beach and the
lake beyond, where
wuests yo swinuming and boating, The nine
Bedrooms are divided inlo two apartments,
cach with its own kitchen and bathroom

Thirty minutes north ol Hoiland Gard,
Fossane represents a kind of homecoming for
owrer Kart [l Serensen, L gew ap heve
and then moved away,” she says, "but the
farm is always deep inside you, When my
husband, Sven, and L came back, 1 felt like |
wanted to share my childbood and catture,”
The Sorensens rent three cabins (each
accorrunotiles as many as sig guests),
including Rari's great-grandfather's hame,
which the couple imoved fram its original
sile fna nedghboring valley “We're really pre-
“says Kari ‘The

serving two furms in one,
cabin she was born in is painted red and

LOTRANG

crowned with a
thatched-grass roof,
s ttedy anthentic,
with painted cup-
bosards, hand-carved
beels, and heiriomns,
fuclueling a pair of
clogs whittled by Kari's
grandfather. *You can
fish in the lake andl the
fiond, whichs fess than
anvite away, orhike in
the mountains,” Kart says, "but what's most
important is what you can't do. We don't prt
any televisions inthe cabing, so ow visitors
only hear the sound of the waterfall, the
Livels, and the sheep bells.”

It's cqually peacetul at Me Feriehytter, a
(orraer dairy farm on the banks of the wide
Suldalslagen River, Owner fone Moe's three
cabins sleep wiywhere flom foutto seven
The Jargest is designed as a contemporary
vetreat, with pillowy couches and a TV,
thaugh the cabin hasn't completely lost 1t
Nordic soul—a pair of antigue skis hangs on
ane ot the pe-paneled walls, Jone's daugh-
Ler, Kjersti, inhierited The fani‘s ancestral
cabin, which the Moes dan’trent out because
it's full of family memarabilia. My brother

and Tare the eigghth generation on this
fanm, and it's impartant to care for our
legacy.” says Kjersti, o Irained mnun-
tain guide wheo takes guests out hik
ing, canoeing, and fishing

fust across the Suldalslagen River, at
Mo Laksegard, is a converted larmhouse
with a heated swimming pool and a
hottab, The three apartinents and
three cabins falt designed to sleepup
to sixthave amenities that are
unusual for faymstays, including

{coastalvoyege.com) « Alsu in
May, A Lreeniand will offer
ronstop service 16 the LS, for
the first ime, Flights connert
Kangerussuad and Baitimore
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lagged visitars to Qanu: There's
now @ 24-hour restaurant inside
the Prince Kuhio Waikiki Hotel,
The menu at Mar 247 ("Mac”
stands for madern American
vouking) inchudes everylhing
from pancakes to polled salmon
(mae 24 2waikikicom] o Fans of
acertain 19 /s Swedish super
proup will be thnlled to know
that an =88 A saisenn s sated
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Awfare MVacation F'ac:kages Hetele Car Ftentals Weekend Getaways  Last-Minute Travel
Home » Deals » Weekend Getaways » Midtown Manhattan budget lodging from $89

by Sarah Pascarella :rnarterTrauel com Staff - 03/19/07 at 343 pm ET

The Pod Hotel, a new budget property in midiown Manhattan, offers rates starting at $89 per night. The
hotel caters to twenty- and thinty-somethings looking for standard accommodations at a lower price tag
than other Midtown offerings. The Pod Hotel has 347 guest rooms, 195 with private baths and 152 with
shared baths.

| compared the Pod's rates to other Midtown hotels and found their prices were competitive, particularly |f
you don't mind sharing a bath. Sample per-night rates for spring weekends include:

Adisiteement e The Pod Hotel: From $149 single occupancy,
4 - shared bath; $159 double occupancy in a 5
BRITISH AIRWAYS bunk room, shared bath; $209 double
occupancy, private bath

F|)l’ worldwide $ e« Ramada Inn Eastside: From §185, double
from only 199 occupancy, private bath
» Americana Inn: From $200, double

PO Bt £ 1/ serchians fram MY o LON, Gealt Laes & fen occupancy, semi-private/shared bath

o Howard Johnson Midtown Manhattan: From
$219, double occupancy, private bath

Plus, receive $50 off hotels,

car rentals, and more* e Best Western President Hotel: From $245,
P persan D] oo nSUprche, double occupancy, pri"fate bath

To ensure you're getting the best deal, be
..Book by 3/22, only at ba.com » sure to check a variety of property prices for
the weekend you wish to visit. Additionally,
compare apples to apples (double or single occupancy, shared or private baths) to know the value of the
offerings for your stay.

For reservations at The Pod Hotel, call B00-742-5945 or visit the property website.

If you're traveling from out of town and need to book a flight, you can find the lowest prices for your route
by comparing airfares from multiple travel providers with our price-comparison tool.
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The Pod Hotel

Message from The Pod Hotel

High style and high tech converge at the Pod Hotel, which offers hip, convenient accommodations for the stylish and spendthrifty
traveler. Formerly the Pickwick Arms, the hotel is located in the heart of New York City's Midtown East neighborhood. There's a Pod for
every person, and an endless range of possibilities. You can set your music and your mood with our iPod docking stations and our
dimmer control lighting system, plug into the Internet with free WiFi access, and catch your favorite shows on LCD TVs. Each Pod is
climate controlled and equipped with efficient, stylish furniture that's designed to maximize your comfort and your living space.

Paid advertisement by The Pod Hotel.

Editorial Review for The Pod Hotel — by Julia Israel

The Scene

The quick, efficient style of mass transit—sans grime and disrepair--embodies this midtown find for the young, hip and budget-
conscious. At every turn, you'll be reminded of your travels: from the lobby's wood paneled walls that conjure up a yacht to the camper-
sized rooms. And inside each room, or pod, in-room sinks are modeled after those in airplane bathrooms with above-docor lights flashing
"occupied.” Joining the Mile High club just got a lot more convenient.

The Details

It's the technology--iPod docks, flat-screen TVs, and free WiFi--that really jazzes up the 347 rooms. Beds double as funky couches, with
atomic pattern coverlets hiding the accoutrements of sleep. A third of the rooms (choose from queen, double, single, bunk beds and a
few larger rooms) share access to hall bathrooms, while glass doors to the in-room W.C.'s make privacy scandalously optional,

Editorial content is independent of paid advertisers. Any expenses are paid for by Citysearch.

Insider Tips

Where to Sit

The concierge reserves tables for 10 at nearby restaurants. Guests are encouraged to opt in on the communal Pod dinners.

The Extras

Upon making a reservation, guests are given a password to an exclusive Pod blog where they can make friends with those who'll be
staying during their visit.

Save Money

Sign onto the hotel's website to join their email list; it will key you in to periodic specials and discounts.

What to Drink

The rooms' mini-bars light up with "happy hour specials"—discounts on beverages for specific times of day.
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Hotel Video Tours: The Pod Hotel

Another day, another liniel Video Tour, This time we snuck Into The Pod Hetel (formerly the Pickwick Arms) to check out those
slick renovations we told you about last year,

The verdict? Boy these rooms are small! Then again, you won't be paying that much--at least by New York standards. This room
went for $197 last night, which is pretty standard.

One thing you won't notice in the tour are the under bed storage drawers. (Then again, where will you put your unpacked bags?)
Still, the free WiFi and iPod dock are good for the kids, and the mini flatscreen TV is super cute. You'll want to leave it on so you
don't hear all the racket in the hall--the walls are just as min! as the rest of the place.

Related Stories:
CHAG Wik [HotelChatter]
LW o AT Gets More Mad ioains [HotelChatter]

Hotel Reviews:
+ The Pud Hotet
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Pod Hotels: Small, Stylish, and Dirt Cheap

Budget travelers really want to be Pod People -- and T ¥
no, that's not the plot of a new sci-fi thriller. A '
growing segment of the hotel industry believes that
price-conscious, stylish travelers will happily stay in
truly tiny spaces as long as they're well designed. In
these lodgings, which have been dubbed "pod
hotels," you sacrifice space and amenities like staff
and restaurants -- and sometimes even private
bathrooms and windows -- in exchange for greatly
reduced rates and ramped-up style.

Pod Hatel, New Yark
Pod hotels have been around Asia for decades, but

they've been slow to materialize in Europe and the U.S. That said, it appears that a full-scale
invasion is planned in locations around the world in 2007. In general, they are great for a
short stay or for people who don't spend much time in their hotel rooms. Those who suffer
from claustrophobia should book elsewhere. If you're eager to experiment with a pod hotel,
here are a few recommendations.

The U.S.

New York City's new Pod Hotel is cheap and cheerful, with prices starting at $89

($139-plus for a private bath) and a great location on 51st Street between 2nd and
3rd Avenues. The cool retro-design rooms have iPod docking stations, dimmer-
control lighting systems, free Wi-Fi access, and semi-largish screen LCD TVs. An
outdoor café is slated to open in the spring. Don’t expect luxe linens or fab toiletries,
and obviously the rooms are small. That said, the rooms aren't that much smaller
than NYC hotels charging triple the price.
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At Pod, style on a shoestring
The Los Angeles Times

March 4, 2007

A mainstay of cheap sleeps in Manhattan is getting a hip
makeover while remaining affordable.

The Pickwick Arms in Midtown East is now the Pod Hotel, with
347 guest rooms going for as little as $75 a night. That's less
than the nearby Courtyard New York Manhattan/Midtown East
($259) and even the Vanderbilt YMCA ($83) wanted for a Jan.
29 stay. (These rates, checked online, may no longer be
available.)

Amenities include free WiFi, iPod docking stations, LCD-screen
TVs, a restaurant and, soon, a rooftop iounge and a garden.

The downside? Guest rooms, many with shared baths and bunk
beds, are as tiny as 90 square feet. Rates are higher than at
Hostelling International New York City, which was asking $25 a
night for a dorm bed for Jan. 29. (You also would be dozens of
blocks away, on West 103rd.)

The Pod, run by BD Hotels, which owns the Mercer, the
Chambers and other New York hotels, is aimed at visitors from
age 20 to 35, its owners say. But anyone seeking style on a
shoestring is welcome.

The Pod Hotel 230 E. 51st St. 800-742-5945,
thepodhotel.com

Copyright 2007 Newsday Inc.
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New York at a Price That's Right

Budget Travel editors have picked eight hotels as reliable, affordable
places to stay in New York City.

Monday, December 17, 2007

New York City hotels charge nearly $300 a night on average. But with some persistence, it's possible
to book a far more affordable place that's central, comfortable, and—sometimes—even charming. Be
sure to plan well in advance. Most hotels recommend you make reservations at least one month

before your arrival. Others encourage you to book months ahead. Some hotels require a certain
minimum-night stay.

Some booking strategies

While not new, the blind-booking websites Priceling and Hotwire are terrific sources for discounted
rooms in Manhattan (and elsewhere). These sites won't name the hotel (or airline or car-rental
company) you're working with until your bid has been accepted and your credit card has been
charged. But rest assured, these websites work with respected hotels, so you should receive a quality
room in Manhattan if you bid on three- and four-star hotels. For help with your bidding, check out
biddingforiravel com and betterbidding.com, which are

user's guides to Priceline and Hotwire.

Be sure to consider mid-market national chains such as
Hampton Inn and Courtyard by Marriott, which have been
moving into New York City. These hotels offer newly
constructed buildings and often provide substantial
breakfasts, unlimited local calls, and free Internet access
in their lobbies. Best of all, these mid-market chains
charge up to 30 percent less than comparable local
independents. For more info, read our article New Holels
in New York Cily,

Still, there's the obvious trade-off; try as they might, hotel I - . ,
. ot fiy as ey mig AFFORDABLE NEW YORK
chains lack local character. If independently owned

lodging with some personality is what you want, consider These hotels range from homey to

Budget Travels picks for affordable New York City hotels. stylish to _downrlght.cosmopolltan—
all at a price that's right.

* Launch the slide show

ABINGDON GUEST HOUSE

'Hood The West Village, a downtown area with tree-lined streets and no skyscrapers. Landmarks
include the Village Vanguard jazz club and chef Mario Batali's Babbo.

First Impression The English countryside meets the city in these two dainty, 19th-century town
houses.

The Rooms Each of the nine rooms has tasteful features; the Garden Room, for example, has green



walls, exposed brick, and an adjoining outdoor garden. Bathrooms are private, whether en suite or
adjacent to a room.

Plus Quiet and discreet, with no lobby or front desk, the Abingdon feels more like your own pad than a
temporary stopover.

Minus The Abingdon has a strict check-in policy; you must arrive by your appointed time. There's a
two-night minimum stay on weeknights, and a four-night minimum stay on weekends.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in all rooms. (There's no public lounge.)

Credit Cards Accepted AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details 21 Eighth Ave., 212/243-5384, abingdonguesthouse.con, doubles from $189.

THE CHELSEA LODGE

'Hood Chelsea is a midtown, semi-residential district best known for its galleries that showcase
contemporary visual art.

First Impression This picturesque, 22-room town house charms with its quirky decor, including large
wooden geese mounted to lobby walls.

The Rooms The immaculate rooms feel like country-chic escapes because of their rustic furniture and
polished wood floors.

Plus Large windows, high ceilings, and soothing colors open up the small rooms.

Minus While there is a shower and a sink in every room, toilets are shared.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms and public spaces.

Credit Cards Accepted AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details 318 W. 20th St., 800/373-1116, chelseaiodge com, doubles from $129.

THE COSMOPOLITAN HOTEL

'Hood Tribeca, the Triangle Below Canal Street, is an area defined by residential lofts. It lures fewer
tourists than nearby, better-known SoHo.

First Impression This hotel works well for travelers who care more about their accommodations'
address than the ambience. The hotel feels generic and suburban, despite its name.

The Rooms The 125 small rooms have basic furnishings and just enough space to be comfortable
without feeling puny.

Plus The rooms' high ceiling fans add a homey touch to otherwise ordinary digs.

Minus Chambers Street can be noisy. Ask for a room in the back of the hotel.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms and public spaces.

Credit Cards Accepted AmEXx, MC, Visa.

HOTEL QT

'Hood Midtown, just down the block from the flash and frenzy of Times Square.

First Impression Hotel impresario André Balazs's magic touch is evident from the moment you step
into the lobby of his hotel. You check in at a funky, Euro-style kiosk stocked with fashion mags—a
glimpse of the lobby pool and swim-up bar beckons through a glass pane.

The Rooms The 139 rooms come in several configurations ("Platform bed or bunk beds?"). Heavy
windows block out the sounds from 45th Street.

Plus A DJ spins five nights a week by the small pool and swim-up bar. A sauna, steam room, and tiny



fitness room are open all day and night.

Minus The rooms will feel cramped, so Hotel QT is a good bet only for travelers who plan to max out
their time in the common areas or elsewhere in the city.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms. Expected to debut in public spaces this winter.

Credit Cards Accepted AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details 125 W. 45th St., 212/354-2323, haolelat cont, doubles from $265.

HOTEL 17

'Hood Gramercy, whose leafy and quiet streets are bounded by 14th Street, Third Avenue, 23rd
Street, and Park Avenue South,

First Impression It's not hard to see why Woody Allen filmed Manhattan Murder Mystery here, given
the glamour of the hotel's old-fashioned, wood-paneled lobby and its narrow, winding corridors.

The Rooms The decor varies, but most of the 122 rooms maintain a stately, old-world feel, thanks to
the muted color palette, dark wood trim, and mahogany beds and armoires.

Plus The staff is exceptionally friendly and happy to volunteer travel info, such as where to find the
best local restaurant for a late-night bite.

Minus Not all rooms have private bathrooms. Be sure to specify your preference when booking.
Free Wi-Fi? No.

Credit Cards Accepted MC, Visa.

Details 225 E. 17th St., 212/475-2845, hictal1 7ny.com, doubles from about $120.

THE LARCHMONT HOTEL

‘Hood Greenwich Village, but five blocks away from Union Square, a busy shopping district that's
home to artisans, street performers, and the Greenmarket, a famous farmer's market.

First Impression The Larchmont strives {o be a classy throwback by offering a lobby with dark
furniture and windowed counters. But its cheapish roots show through during check-in and checkout
times, when the lobby typically gets crammed with luggage.

The Rooms No-frills rooms are outfitted with basic bedspreads, light pink walls, and rattan furniture
that carries a faint whiff of the Caribbean. Rooms have sinks, but bathrooms are shared. One
exception: There is a family room that sleeps a family of four and that has a private bathroom.

Plus The Larchmont feels safe and secure. New guests have to be buzzed into the lobby; once
they've checked in, lodgers receive their own set of keys and can enter through a separate hall.
Minus The modest rooms and shared bathrooms are reminiscent of dormitories.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in the lobby, café, and some of the rooms.

Credit Cards Accepted AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details 27 W. 11th St., 212/989-9333, larchmontholel.com, doubles from $109.

THE POD HOTEL

'Hood This part of Midtown is brimming with restaurants and bars and is not far from Bloomingdale's,
Central Park, and the Museum of Modern Art.

First Impression The spacious lobby establishes the Pod's rep as a haven for the young and hip, with
its funky murals, asymmetrical couches, and retro light fixtures.

The Rooms Colorful, mod-print linens brighten up the 360 sleek rooms. The tiny work spaces,
brushed-metal sinks, and minuscule bathrooms (in most rooms) are marvels of efficiency.



Plus The common areas make the place—travelers can relax on the hotel's chic, outdoor patio and
take in the bird's-eye view from the roof deck.

Minus The hotel has its name for a reason—the rooms are tiny. Note: Single and bunk-bed rooms
have shared bathrooms.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms and public spaces.

Credit Cards Accepted AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details 230 E. 51st St., 800/742-5945, thepodhotel com, singles with shared baths from $89.

SECOND HOME ON SECOND AVENUE

'Hood The East Village, a gritty zone that's home to many lively bars, cheap eats, and NYU students.
First Impression Peaceful and private, with no lobby or front desk, Second Home feels like its name.
A skylight spills natural light into the airy duplex with wood floors. (The owner hates carpet.)

The Rooms New York properties are notorious for their small spaces, and that's why Second Home's
five large rooms—and high ceilings—are such a refreshing surprise. Plus, no two rooms are the same;
each has distinct flavor, such as Peruvian or Caribbean.

Plus Soundproof windows block out noise from busy Second Avenue outside.

Minus Two of the rooms share a bathroom. And there's only a tiny sign outside the guesthouse. Look
for the Body Evolution studio, which shares the building. Enter through the red door. Also, there is a
two-night minimum stay on weeknights, and a three-night minimum stay on weekends.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms.

Credit Cards Accepted AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details 221 Second Ave., 212/677-3161, secondhomesecondavenus.com, doubles from $132,
includes taxes, coffee, and tea.

News from... NJF%’;‘:SE9
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LIFE/TRAVEL 7.
No-frills hotels pack essentials into small spaces

12:00 AM CST on Sunday, December 9, 2007

Elliott Hester www.elliotthester.com

More hotels are installing self-service kiosks that allow guests to bypass the front desk
and check in (or out) without interacting with hotel staff. Taking the concept one step
further, Qbic Hotel in Amsterdam has eliminated the front desk.

Unveiled in July as a "cheap chic and no frills" budget-conscious hotel, Qbic is
predominantly self-service. The hotel staff cleans the rooms, but there are no check-in
clerks, no bellmen, only a roving concierge to assist a new generation of low-
maintenance travelers.

I strolled through the nearly deserted lobby, past ultramodern furniture and flat-screen
computer stations where two guests surfed the Internet for free. At the check-in kiosk, |
navigated through the on-screen instructions, signed my name with a digital pen, and was
issued a room number and card key. The process took about a minute.

Then, it was up the elevator, down the hall and into one of the most spacious standard
hotel rooms in Europe.

Central to Qbic's room design is the futuristic Cubi, a cube-shaped modular living unit
that is as stylish as it is functional. Each Cubi measures 75 square feet. The unit contains
one extra-long bed, a flat-screen television, a radio, a work-and-dine set, free wireless
Internet and a petite bathroom, parts of which were devised by French designer Philippe
Starck.

Aside from the Cubi, which took up less than half the space on the wooden floor, my
room was furnished with a sleek chaise longue, a tiny end table, a rolling wardrobe
cabinet and a treelike clothes stand with wooden hangers dangling from the branches.
With so much floor space, I could have hosted a cocktail party and invited 40 locals.

As is the case with all Qbic rooms, mine had no telephone (there's no room service or
front desk to call), no closets, not even a door to the bathroom section of the Cubi. For all
but the most intimate couples, the lack of privacy could be an issue.

In the grab-and-go corner of the lobby, vending machines are stocked with travel
essentials. There's even a one-day membership for a nearby fitness center.



By streamlining staff and eliminating traditional hotel accoutrements, Qbic is able to
offer room rates from 39 euros (about $60) to 139 euros (about $200), including taxes.
For spacious, fashionable, inexpensive digs in Amsterdam, the 35-room property has no
rival.

Qbic is one of several avant-garde hotels catering to young, no-frills travelers.

The sardine can-size rooms at easyHotel are barely large enough to accommodate a bed.
The company's concept is that customers will accept less space for a better price. With
five hotels in Europe and plans for 38 additional hotels in 17 countries, the concept seems

to be working.

Yotel offers standard and premium cabins at London's Gatwick Airport that resemble
sleeping compartments in train cars.

In New York City, the Pod Hotel is a welcome option. The hotel's name speaks to the
pea-in-a-pod feel of the tiny rooms.

Capsule Inn in Tokyo may have the world's smallest sleeping quarters. The inexpensive
"rooms" are really coffin-size capsules that slide like drawers in a morgue.

Shared bathroom facilities are unavoidable at some no-frills hotels; check on this when
you make reservations.

Elliott Hester is the author of Plane Insanity and Adventures of a Continental Drifter. His
Web site is www.elliotthester.com.
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Hot Plates

Bite-size dish on new restaurants: Inside Park, Porchetta, Mr. Jones, Walter
Foods, Archipelago, Philippe Express

By Alexis L. Loinaz and Matt Rodbard

= =

Archipelago

Hisanobu Osaka, former sous-chef at Morimoto, fuses Japanese ingredients with traditional
French and Italian cooking techniques at the old Dani space (some samples: poached chicken,
tofu, sesame and chicken liver pate on a brioche; roasted lamb with Japanese eggplant). A
shojoki menu, which pretty much translates to pre-dessert nibbles, offers up the most interesting
choices: abalone risotto; grilled onigiri (seaweed-wrapped rice triangle) with green tea chicken
consommé and a pretty bitching Italian cheese plate—parmigiano reggiano with truffle honey and
gorgonzola dolce with mango puree are included. (333 Hudson St. at Charlton St., 212-243-
3345)

Haven

World travel is the inspiration both on the plate and on the walls at this plush two-story global
small-plates spot in Midtown, furnished with tchotchkes from the owners' own travels. Think
Victorian-Gothic-ish high drama (red-and-gold walls, chandeliers), plus Buddha statues from Bali,
swords from Hong Kong, masks from Mali and trinkets from India. The menu, from former Mercer
Kitchen chef Kay Choe, has racked up its own frequent-flyer miles: Portuguese octopus, lobster
risotto and Szechuan dumplings, among others. Sure, it's on East 51st Street, but who says you
can't bring the par-tay to Midtown? "Meatpacking is dead and overplayed, and the Lower East
Side is out," says co-owner Bershan Shaw. "Why not bring Midtown back?" (244 E. 51st St.
between Second and Third Aves., 212-906-9066)



Trader Joe's Brooklyn

It's been almost two years in the making, but Trader Joe's has finally crossed the East
River...beating Whole Foods to the punch. The 14,000-square-food trail mix peddier occupies an
old bank builtin 1923—a time when banks were constructed like ornate fortresses, proven by the
structure's dramatic arched windows and 30-foot ceiling. The Atlantic Avenue location will sell
over a thousand items from the quirky and heavily discounted Trader Joe's private label.
Unfortunately, there will be no Two Buck Chuck sold here (that's the cheap-but-drinkable wine the
chain is famous for). (130 Court St. at Atlantic Ave., 718-246-8460)

Also open:

The name may sound all-American, but Korea-based chain New York Hotdog and Coffee
actually serves chicken or beef franks topped with traditional Korean trimmings: bulgogi, kimchi,
curry and more. The coffee's from Van Houtten. It's the first U.S. outpost for the chain, with four
more locations to come in L.A. (245 Bleecker St. between Carmine and Leroy Sts., 917-388-
2608)

Nolita cantina Pinche Taqueria branches out with a second location, this one on Lafayette
Street. Yep, those famous fish tacos made the trek, too. (333 Lafayette St. between Houston and
Bleecker Sts., 212-343-9977)

After being ousted by a Michael Kors store, beloved Soho diner Jerry's has reopened as a "café"
in Tribeca with the same retro feel and a few familiar menu items (see: 100-Year Brick Chicken).
(90 Chambers St. between Church St. and Broadway, 212-608-1700)

Midtown's The Pod Hotel has opened its own outdoor garden restaurant called The Pod Café.
No, iPod Nanos are not the special of the day. (230 E. 51st St. between Second and Third Aves.,
212-355-0300)

Multi-genre performance space (Le) Poisson Rouge can now add "restaurant” to its lineup: The
Village spot is now offering a full dinner menu, with dishes like braised short ribs with parsnip
puree. (158 Bleecker St. between Thompson and Sullivan Sts., 212-796-0741)

Empanada Joe's is on a roll: After opening its first location on the Upper West Side just last
month, it's unveiled a new one in Times Square. Next month: a third outpost, in Chelsea. (683
Eighth Ave. at 43rd St.)

Uptown Chinese spot Philippe goes hi-tech at Philippe Express, which features self-serve touch-
screen kiosks for speedy ordering and noshing. The ATM of dumplings, if you ask us. (469 Sixth
Ave. between 11th and 12th Sts., 212-929-8949)

The Pod Café

Be the first to review

Neighborhood: Midtown East
230 E. 51st St.

New York, NY 10022
212-355-0300

News from... NJF Circulation: 13,795
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Finding a 'deal' for a New York hotel

BY TERESE LOEB KREUZER
Visitors to New York City are often shocked by the small size of the hotel rooms and the
high prices. Take heart: there are deals.

Granted, in a city where the average hotel rate is $350 per night, a bargain might involve
a relative value -- such as a room-rate discount in a luxury property that is still expensive
but less than you'd usually expect. Or it might be a package that vacuums out your wallet
but throws in some extras to take away the pain.

Or it might be a bona fide bargain: A clean, centrally located room that you need a
shoehorn to get into but that's really cheap. How does $89 a night in midtown Manhattan
sound? (The catch: You'll have to share a bathroom.)

Another way to get a deal is to situate yourself in an outlying part of Manhattan or even
in one of the other boroughs, where prices are cheaper. Yes, you'll have to use New
York's subways if you don't want to blow a wad on taxis -- but the savings may be worth
it.

And finally, a deal may come your way if you visit New York between the last two
weeks of December and the end of February, when hotels have traditionally found
business to be slow.

This year, there's another wrinkle in the picture: What effect will the downturn in the
economy have on rates? Right now, New York hoteliers are reporting their usually busy
fall seasons, with few cancellations. But that could change. Keep an eye on hotel
websites for the latest prices. Also watch for deals at the big online websites (Expedia,
Orbitz and Travelocity), Hotels.com, Travelzoo and at the city's own website,
NYCvisit.com.

BUDGET

» Pod Hotel, 230 E. 51st St., 212-355-0300 or 800-742- 5945; www.thepodhotel.com;
rooms from $89-$229.




You can't get any more centrally located than the Pod Hotel, which is near Rockefeller
Center, the United Nations and those temples of fashion, Bloomingdale's and Saks Fifth
Avenue.

Budget travelers may remember the property as the Pickwick Arms. It opened in its
current incarnation in January 2007 with 347 pint-sized rooms, including 152 with shared
bathrooms. The cheerfully decorated rooms have iPod docking stations, free WiFi and
LCD-screen TVs -- must haves for the 20- and 30-somethings for whose tastes and needs
this hotel was designed. But it also gets a budget-conscious business clientele and lots of
Europeans. The Pod Caf¢ serves breakfast daily and light fare at other times of the day.

» Cosmopolitan Hotel, 95 West Broadway (at Chambers Street); 212-566-1900;
www.cosmohotel.com; Rooms from $185.

This 125-room hotel opened in 1845 claims to be the longest continuously operating
hotel in New York City. It is family-owned, cherished by a devoted staff and spotlessly
clean. Formerly a true budget hotel with few frills, the decor in the rooms has been
upgraded and the prices have risen accordingly. In high season, prices start at $250 a
night for a room with a double bed and go to $310 a night for a room that could sleep six
with two Queen-sized beds and a sofa bed; in January and February, prices are around 15
percent lower.

Among this hotel's charms are its two terrific restaurants. At The Soda Shop, you can get
a full dinner for under $15. The Café Cosmopolitan serves breakfast, lunch and dinner for
equally modest prices. The West Side IRT subway right outside the door takes guests to
midtown in 15 minutes or less. The Hudson River with its parks and gardens is just down
the street.

FOR FAMILIES

* Flatotel, 135 W. 52nd St., 212-887-9400; www.flatotel.com. Rooms from $389.

"I have three children!,” said Brenda Pesce, VP of marketing for Flatotel. "I know what
it's like to travel with children." Parents might like privacy and the option of feeding a
hungry crowd without having to use room service or plunk down a bundle for breakfast
in a restaurant.

Flatotel is an upscale midtown hotel with 210 guest rooms and 70 suites that caters
mostly to business travelers. However, on weekends and during holiday periods when
business travel falls off, the hotel is a good option for families. The suites have one- to
three- bedrooms and fully equipped kitchens. Even the one-bedroom suites can sleep up
to five people. Depending on availability, rates for one-bedroom suites start at $465 a
night. Guests whose stay includes a Sunday night will get 25 percent off the hotel's
published corporate rates and 15 percent off food at breakfast, lunch and dinner in Moda,
the hotel's dining room.



« Affinia 50, 155 E. 50th St.; 212-751-5710 or 866- 246-2203; www.affinia.com. Rooms
from $255.

The Affinia hotel group is family-owned and run, with five Affinia properties in
Manhattan, all of them mid-priced and in convenient midtown locations. The hotels are
proud of their little extra touches, like a selection of pillow types and kits that guests can
borrow during their stay that will help them navigate the city or practice yoga.

The Affinia 50 has 140 spacious suites equipped with full kitchens and 70 guest rooms.
In January and February, rates for one-bedroom suites that can sleep up to six people dip
to $400 a night. Between Jan. 5 and 14, the Affinia hotels will offer a nine-day sale
enabling guests to book rooms for anytime in the first quarter at locked-in rates.

OFF THE TRACK

» Millennium UN Plaza, One United Nations Plaza, 44th Street between First and
Second Avenues; 212-758- 1234; www.millenniumhotels.com; from $269 per night.

So what if this 427-room hotel is a little out of the way? It has gorgeous views of the East
River and the United Nations -- plus a full-service health club and indoor swimming pool
for guests to use at no extra charge.

Rooms start at $269 a night, but the Millennium UN Plaza Hotel is offering a B&B
package that includes standard accommodations and a buffet breakfast for two in the
hotel's Ambassador Grill, for $299 per room per night. Rates go even lower during the
holidays and January and February, so with an advance purchase package (pre pay, non-
refundable), that standard room could cost $199.

» Marrakech Hotel, 2688 Broadway; 212-222-2954; www.marrakcchhotclnyc.com.
From $229 in high season; from $129 in January and February.

A five-story, walk-up building on Broadway near Columbia University houses a 126-
room hotel largely staffed by friendly college students. This hotel appeals to travelers
who don't mind climbing up to five flights of stairs to get to their rooms and want
something with a lot of personality. The Moroccan decor is sprightly and attractive. The
Business Center is minimal as is Internet access in the guest rooms, but the lounge offers
free WiFi. There are a number of moderately priced ethnic restaurants in the
neighborhood, including a Thai restaurant called Souk affiliated with the hotel. The West
Side IRT subway is right outside the door. When the subway is running on schedule, it's
around a 20-miniute trip to midtown.

SUNDAY NIGHT STAY

» Westin New York at Times Square, 270 W. 43rd St.; 212-201-2700 or 866- 837-4183;
www.westinny.com.,




A number of hotels offer discounts to guests whose stay includes a Sunday night (go to
www.nycvisit.com for a complete list) but the Westin New York's offer is particularly
attractive. Sunday rates start at $279 a night and include two complimentary cocktails and
complimentary breakfast on the morning of departure.

Rates through the end of the year normally start at $444 a night for standard guest rooms,
which measure 325 square fect. That's pretty big for New York City and the Westin New
York couldn't be more conveniently located for theater and shopping.

FINANCIAL DISTRICT

* Millenium Hilton, 55 Church St.; 212-693-2001; www.hilton.com; from $209.

Depending on how you feel about having a room that overlooks Ground Zero, this could
be the hotel for you. The construction noise goes on daily, but the hotel issues earplugs to
all guests and provides white noise machines on request. With 569 rooms, the hotel is full
of business travelers from Mondays through Thursdays, but its plush, attractive guest
rooms are a bargain for leisure travelers on weekends.

One package offers a Sunday night stay with continental breakfast for two for $199.
Another package, designed to appeal to shoppers, includes transportation vouchers to
Woodbury Common Premium Outlets (an hour north) plus South Street Seaport and
Grand Central Terminal shopping discounts for $200 a night. The rack rate for standard
rooms on weekends could range from $209 to $249 a night, and that includes the use of
the hotel's inviting swimming pool, with its views of historic St. Paul's Chapel where
George Washington worshipped after his first inauguration as president of the United
States.
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NYC Holiday Hotel Packages for Every Traveler

Posted Nea 5t 0008 (o AN Ly Lisa Palladine

Dining, Journeys Services Events Holiday Guides

Holidays in New York City can be a lot of things: charming, classic, thrilling ... overwhelming, chaotic,
expensive. While some travelers arrive in search of the quintessential Silver Bells experience, others may
want to discover something new or stick within a budget. Luxist's friends at Nancy J. Friedman Public
Relations, Gabrielle Etrog Cohen and Gina Masullo, came up with a comprehensive list of places to go and
things to do for all NYC travelers as well as package deals, including hotels.

THE FAMILY: Crowd-pleasers for all ages-within a budget.

The show: The Off-Broadway production of The Gazillion Bubble Show is the first and only interactive stage
production of its kind, complete with fantastic light effects, lasers, and jaw-dropping masterpieces of bubble
artistry.

The sites: Gawking at the Macy's displays, a visit with the polar bears in Central Park, photo ops at the
Rockefeller Center tree.

The meal: Dim Sum Go Go offers more than 24 kinds of dumplings, plus four variations on the dough-
wrapper theme, four sauces, and microwave-safe takeout containers. Kids will love the creative finger food
and parents will love the dim sum delicacies (beet flavored dumplings?).

The hotel: Apple Core Hotels -- a family-friendly vibe in the city's most exciting neighborhood.
The deal: Apple Core Hotels invites guests to explore New York -- including a trip to Toys "R" Us Times
Square to create a stuffed animal at the Filled-With-Love interactive design shop. Apple Core's "Filled with

Love" package is available January 2 - February 14, starts at $159.99 and includes accommodations in the
heart of New York City, stuffed animal and breakfast, and in-room coffee. Children under 13 stay free.

THE EXPLORER: Tired of Rockefeller Center and Macy's? This year, celebrate the holidays downtown.



The show. Catch Stephen Sondheim and John Weidman in their Public Theater debut with their new
musical, Road Show, the story of two brothers' quest for the American dream.

The sites: The recently opened New Museum of Contemporary Art has multiple exhibits for the

winter season including Mary Heilmann's "To Be Someone" exhibit, The building is an exhibit of its own
-- take time to check out this architectural masterpiece that The New York Times called "a hypnotic urban

object." Explore the Essex Street Market, a Lower East Side staple since the 1940s and home to more
than 20 merchants specializing in culinary products including gourmet cheeses, meats, fresh fish, and
general grocery items.

The meal: Warm up with a hot chocolate tour! Take advantage of the multitude of bakeries and chocolate
specialty shops downtown, sampling a unique hot chocolate at each chocolaterie. At MarieBelle, taste the

signature Aztec Hot Chocolate, or stop by Jacques Torres for distinctive Wicked Hot Chocolate that
features allspice, cinnamon, sweet ancho chili peppers, and smoked chipotle chili peppers

The hotels: Snag a reservation at the classic European style Bowery Hotel, where guests can warm up
in the lobby with wintry cocktails and snacks as they cocoon up in one of the oversized vintage velvet
armchairs. In 1912, it sheltered Titanic survivors, and now, following the restoration of this landmark

building, The Jane hotel is opening in stages in the West Village. With 100 micro rcoms for the
backpacking set, this edgy hotel will be completed in early 2009 and is currently renting the 20 completed
rooms.

The deals: For Christmas week, The Bowery will offer special reduced rates starting at $450. The more
intrepid traveler can relive history in one of The Jane's $99 cabin rooms -- ideal for travelers with more
"dash than cash".

THE NON-TRADITIONALIST: with so many options, why stick to the basics?

The show: Direct from London, the recently opened Break Qut is an electrifying, hip-hop and break-
dance meet cops-and-robbers comedy show.

The sites: Sip Trinidadian mojitos (made with bitters) and take in Brazilian jazz at the subterranean Little

Branch; shop the Antiques Garage flea market in Chelsea for collectibles, vintage clothing, and
antiques.

The meal: Max Brenner, Chocolate by the Bald Man: This Wonka-esque eatery serves chocolate
pizza -- need we say more?

The hotels: Located in the Meatpacking District, Hotel Gansevoort is an urban oasis topped by an
expansive rooftop with 360-degree city views and the exclusive Gansevoort Spa. The nation's first Pod

Hotel, launched in early 2007, offers rates starting at $89, a signature Pod Community Blog, an
outdoor garden café, a rooftop deck, and concierge specializing in affordable activities.

The deals: Hotel Gansevoort has a package perfect for enjoying the cold weather season in style. The
Coming in From the Cold package starts at $700 a night and includes a choice of one 60-minute or two 30-
minute Peppermint Body Massages at Gansevoort Spa, relaxing scented candles and bubble bath gels,
complimentary personalized Hotel Gansevoort robe, bottle of red wine, chocolate fondue welcome amenity,

Hotel Gansevoort music CD, and continental breakfast at Ono.

THE NEW CLASSIC: For a modern spin on tradition, visit some of the city's newer and lesser-known
gems.

The show: Forgo the Rockettes and experience the original Christmas Spectacular at New York City
Ballet's The Nutcracker at Lincoln Center.



The sites: The free Bryant Park ice skating rink; the breathtaking Top of the Rock observation
deck; holiday lights and animals at the Holiday Lights at The Bronx Zoo.

The meal: Rolf's French Bavarian Brasserie, where locals and visitors throw back German pilsner
and hearty fare under a jaw-dropping number of holiday lights, garland, and traditional dolls that hang from
the ceiling.

The hotel: Located within close proximity to Union Square, Chelsea, and the Fashion District, The

Carlton Hotel on Madison Avenue serves as the perfect home base during the holiday shopping
season.

The deal: The Carlton's Winter in the City package combines cozy delights including a comfort foods menu
at Country, a Geoffrey Zakarian restaurant; a private consultation with a Saks Fifth Avenue furrier; an NYC
snow globe and free passes to ice skate at Rockefeller Center's iconic rink, Rates start at $385.
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It's easy to have fun in NYC on a budget

By BETH J. HARPAZ
AP Travel Editor

NEW YORK (AP) -- You don't need big bucks to enjoy the Big Apple big time. Travel like a New
Yorker on the subway. Eat like a New Yorker on the street. And see the city like a New Yorker
by visiting public spaces, landmarks and famous places, many of which can be enjoyed for
free. Here are some strategies.

GETTING AROUND: Subway fare is $2. A MetroCard with unlimited rides on subways and
buses is $7.50 for the day or $25 for seven days.

FAMOUS PLACES: Stroll the serpentine paths of Central Park on your own or take a free
walking tour from the Central Park Conservancy, http://www.centralparknyc.org . Carousel
rides are $2. For $8, you can hang out with polar bears and penguins at the zoo ($3 for ages
3-12).

At Fifth Avenue and 50th Street is Rockefeller Center. The elegant art deco skyscrapers,
Channel Gardens, and statues of Prometheus and Atlas are worth seeing in person, no matter
how many times you've seen them on TV,

Grand Central Terminal, at 42nd Street and Park Avenue, is worth a visit too. Spend a few
minutes inside gazing at the arches, cathedral windows and ceiling that make the place so
grand.

Head west on 42nd Street to Times Square, but wait until after dark to fully appreciate the
neon lights. Don't worry - the place is packed, even at night. You'll be perfectly safe.

Take the No. 1 train to the South Ferry stop and hop on the Staten Island ferry. It's free and
offers fantastic views of the Statue of Liberty and city skyline, not to mention the manmade
waterfalls on the East River, in place through Oct. 13. Details on other vantage points and
boat rides for viewing the falls at http://nycvisit.com/waterfalls/ .

Free ferries to Governors Island - http://www.govisland.com/ - also offer waterfall views with
boats Friday, Saturday and Sunday through Oct. 12.

Another way to see the city from the water is by kayak. The Downtown Boathouse -
http://www.downtownboathouse.org - offers free kayaking weekends through Oct. 13 on the
Hudson River on the city's West Side.

For a thrilling view of Lower Manhattan's urban canyons and skyscrapers, walk across the
Brooklyn Bridge.



ENTERTAINMENT: Whether your taste runs to David Letterman, Stephen Colbert or Maury
Povich, if your favorite TV show is filmed in New York, you may be able to see it live for free.
Details at http://www.nytix.com/ .

A few Broadway shows hold nightly lotteries for cheap front-row tickets ($21.50 for "Avenue
Q," $26.50 for "In The Heights," check Web sites for details). It's a great deal if your plans are
flexible. Or try the TKTS booth in the Marriott Marquis Hotel, West 46th Street between
Broadway and Eighth Avenue, which sells tickets at up to 50 percent off for that night's
performance at many Broadway and off-Broadway shows.

Many city parks host free shows in the summer, but they mostly end in August. In September
and October, though, parades and street fairs abound. The West Indian-American Day Parade
is a massive carnival-style pageant every Labor Day along Eastern Parkway in Brooklyn. Look
for politicians and other celebrities in the Columbus Day Parade along Fifth Avenue in
Manhattan, 44th to 79th streets, noon-3 p.m. The Feast of San Gennaro street festival takes
place on Mulberry Street in Little Italy, Sept. 11-21,

MUSEUMS: Most museums have some free hours. Arrive early and be prepared for crowds.
(What, you thought you were the only one on a budget?)

The Museum of Modern Art, 53rd Street and Fifth Avenue, hosts free Fridays, 4 p.m.-8 p.m.
The Whitney Museum of American Art, Madison and 75th Street, has "pay what you wish"
admission Fridays, 6 p.m.-9 p.m. The Brooklyn Museum (Eastern Parkway/Brooklyn Museum
stop on the No. 2 or 3 train) has free admission the first Saturday night of each month except
September, 5 p.m.-11 p.m. The arts-and-entertainment event draws huge crowds, from
young hipsters to families to older folks.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Fifth Avenue and 82nd Street, always has a "suggested
admission” of $20, which means that no, you really don't have to pay the full amount. Don't
be embarrassed; New Yorkers on a budget do it all the time. (One of my high school teachers
famously sent us off to the museum with this advice: "A polite quarter will do!")

In Lower Manhattan, the National Museum of the American Indian is always free. Its thought-
provoking exhibits include ancient artifacts; masterpieces of pottery, basketry, apparel and
other objects; and contemporary art. The museum is housed at One Bowling Green in the
former U.S. Customs House, an architecturally stunning 1907 Beaux Arts building.

FOOD: For breakfast, a bagel with cream cheese is the real deal. (Don't you dare put jam on
that bagel!) And don't ask how many calories it is; just know that you won't be hungry for
hours. In many parts of the city, corner coffee carts sell decent java, pastries and donuts for
about $1.

A cheap lunch might be a hot dog from a cart, a slice from a pizzeria or a sandwich to go from
a deli. Also popular are "halal" grill carts selling falafel, chicken in pita and other Middle
Eastern fare for $5 or less.

For a sit-down splurge, try Dawat, 210 E. 58th St., an Indian restaurant with impeccable
service and an outstanding menu created by the writer and actress Madhur Jaffrey. There are
several $16 lunch specials. Dinner entrees run more but even at night, you can get a half-
order of tandoori chicken for $14.

Supermarkets often sell whole cooked rotisserie chickens to go for under $10. Add a loaf of
Italian bread, a readymade salad, and find a park for a picnic for two. Or round up some
friends and order a few dishes to share in an ethnic restaurant. Chinatown has many
inexpensive restaurants but one of my favorites is Joe's Shanghai at 9 Pell St. You may need a
map to find it, but the dumplings are divine. At Aura Thai, 462 Ninth Ave. near 36th Street,



panang curry with chicken, beef or tofu is $8.95.

Dessert for two: Split the six-for-$9 selection of truffles and pralines at Max Brenner's, 141
Second Ave. at Ninth Street.

NEIGHBORHOODS: Spend an afternoon exploring. Take the No. 7 train to Jackson Heights and
soak up the sounds, sights and smells of the Latin and Asian shops and restaurants. Walk
across 125th Street in Harlem. Wander around the Lower East Side, where bargain stores still
sell housedresses on racks, but trendy bars and cafes are encroaching on the old
neighborhood. Don't forget Coney Island, last stop on the D, F, or Q trains to Brooklyn. If
you're tempted by laughter, screams and music from the amusement park, a ride on the
Wonder Wheel is $6 while the Cyclone roller coaster is $8. Stroll the boardwalk or wade in the
ocean for free.

Big Apple Greeters - http://bigapplegreeter.org - offers free, personalized tours led by
volunteers who love sharing their inside knowledge of the city. Request the neighborhood of
your choice or let them surprise you with an authentic corner of the city you might otherwise
never see. Reserve three to four weeks ahead.

ACCOMMODATIONS: If you don't have a friend or relative to stay with, the Pod Hotel
- 230 E. 51st St., http://www.thepodhotel.com/ - has some rooms under $200. Or
pretend that Sunday is the new Friday, and book a Sunday-Monday stay through NYC Sunday
Stays at http://www.nycvisit.com/sundaystays with room rates 20-30 percent off, free
breakfasts and other deals.

© 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or
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Hotels court high-tech guests

For years, hotels have tried to provide the best creature
comforts and services. And now, many are adapting to the

5 digital age. So when you book hotel rooms, pay attention to
Cybefspeﬂk the amenities offered.
. Kim Komando

These days, Wi-Fi is standard at many hotels. Some
provide free service in the lobby. You may need to pay to use it in your room. Interestingly, lower priced
hotels are more likely to offer free in-room high speed Internet access than pricey establishments.

Getting online is just the beginning. Many hotels provide 24-hour business centers stocked with computers
and printers. Others offer far more tech amenities. Here are just a few:

MGM Grand, Las Vegas

Each suite has a high-definition flat-panel television and many suites have several. There are even sets built
into the bathroom mirror.

To complement that, you'll find a DVD player and an advanced stereo system. There is also Internet access
in each room.

Additionally, a remote control helps you adjust settings in the room. You can close the drapes or change the
temperature with the click of a button.

The Four Seasons, Manele Bay, Hawaii

At the Four Seasons, you'll find flat-screen TVs and DVD and CD players in rooms. Some also offer stereo
players for your iPod. Additionally, the rooms are equipped with both wired and wireless Internet access.

The hotel also has an entertainment center guests can use that contains large flat-panel TVs. Or, if you are
missing your Microsoft Xbox or Sony PlayStation, guests can play games for free in the hotel's public video
game room.

Hotel Sax, Chicago

The Hotel Sax has partnered with Microsoft and launched The Studio: An Experience by Microsoft. In the
entertainment lounge, guests can try Microsoft's newest technologies.

There are Xbox games, laptops and a music library downloadable to Zunes. There's also a home theater
setup for watching select movies.

You'll find Xbox 360s and improved sound systems in the rooms. Additionally, every room has instant
messaging to communicate with the concierge. Guests can also communicate with concierges outside the
hotel, thanks to text messaging.



- Pod Hotel, New York

Like other hotels, the Pod offers flat-panel TVs and Wi-Fi access. You'll also find iPod docking stations.

But the Pod has something other hotels don't. It has created a social network for guests. They can exchange
sightseeing advice or make arrangements to meet up.

Other amenities

In many hotels, your cellphone may not work in your room. The Mandarin Oriental in New York has a system
that just about guarantees cellphone coverage anywhere in the hotel. The hotel also provides loaner
celiphone chargers in case you leave yours at home.

Of course, these hotels may be out of many travelers' budgets. But you'll find tech-savvy hotels in your
budget. Decide what you need and how much you're willing to spend. Then start asking the hotel questions.

Most travelers need Internet access. So ask about the costs for Internet access. Are entertainment systems
provided in the rooms? High-definition TVs are becoming more common. Surround sound systems are less
common. Ask about iPod docks.

DVD players in the room are handy, especially if you are traveling with children. Most rooms won't include
stand-alone gaming consoles. But you may be able to rent an Xbox or Nintendo Wii. Don't be surprised if
you have to pay by the hour for the privilege.

Kim Komando hosts the nation's largest talk radio show about computers and the Internet. To get the
podcast or find the station nearest you, visit: www.komando.com/listen. To subscribe to Kim's free e-mail
newsletters, sign up at: www.komando.com/newsletters. Contact her at gnstech@gns.gannett.com.
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chandeliers, murals, and Corinthian columns in the Rotunda lounge.
Chintz and dark wood adorn the grand and traditional guest rooms,
whose gleaming black-and-white art deco bathrooms are spacious for
New York. Although still a quintessential old New York place to stay,
mutcerings of rooms that need updating and more modern amenitics
make the exorbitant prices hard to justify. &2 E. 61st St., betiween
Sth and Madison Aves., Upper East Side 10021 8212/838-8000 or
800/332-3442 3212/758-1615 @wrwwtajhotels.comiPierrel/ W2150
rooms, 52 suites &In-room: safe, refrigerator, Ethernet. In-hotel: 2
restanrants, room service, bar, gym, concierge, laundry service, park-
ing (fee), some pets allowed, no-smoking rooms SAE, D, DC, MC, V
M Subway: N, R, W to Sth Ave.

Pod Hotel. Formerly known as Pickwick Arms, this hote! has been com-
pletely renovated with retro-cool decor, morphing into one of the best
deals in rown—if you can tolerate cramped quarters. The tiny rooms
(some are just 100 square feet) borrow space-saving idcas from mass
transit, with sink consoles like those in an airplane restroom, and built-
in shelves rucked under the beds. But you may be willing to trade space
for the convenient location and the standard, modern amenitics like
in-room iPod docking stations, free Wi-Fi, and largish LCD TVs. The
common areas are cheerful and modern, with an outdoor bar-café and
roof deck slated to open soon. Don’t expect luxc linens or fab toilet-
ries. Do expect to book well in advance, as budget-minded hipsters
and srylish spendthrifts of all ages are sure to keep this hotel hopping.
230 E. 51st St., between 2nd and 3rd Aves., Midtown East 10022
B3212/355-0300 or 800/874-0074 &212/755-5029 @wwnw.thepod-
hotel.com w2347 rooms, 195 with bath &In-room: Wi-Fi SAE, DC,
MC, V @Subway: 6 to S1st St./Lexington Ave.; E, V to Lexington-3rd
Aves./53rd St.

Roger Smith, The clusive Roger Smith lends his name to this colorful
boutique hotel and adjacent gatlery. Riotous murals cover the walls in
Lily’s, the onsite bar-café. The art-filled rooms are homey and comfort-
able, and some have stocked bookshelves and fireplaces. An eclectic
mix of room service is provided by five local restaurants, Guests have
access to the nearby New York Spores Club ($10 fee). Rates can drop
by as much as $75 per night in winter and summer, so ask when book-
ing. A complimentary continental breakfast is included. 501 Lex-
ington Ave., betiween E. 47t and E. 48t Sts., Midtotwn East 10017
B8212/755-1400 or 800/445-0277 &212/758-4061 @wiwrv.roger-
smith.cont w2102 rooms, 28 suites & lnu-room: kitchen (sonme), refrig-
erator, dial-up, Wi-Fi. In-hotel: restanrant, room service, bar, latendry
service, parking (fec), some pets allowed, no-smoking rooms S AE, D,
DC, MC, V IOICP @Subiway: 6 to 51st St./Lexington Ave.; E, V to
Lexington-3rd Aves./S3rd S1.

The St. Regis. A one-of-a-kind New York classic, this Sth Avenue beaux
arts landmark is a hive of activity in its unparalleled public spaces. The
King Cole Bar is an institution in itself with its famous Maxfeld Par-
rish mural. Guest rooms, all serviced by accommodating butlers, are
straight out of the American Movie Channel, with high ccilings, crystal
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Best Geek Hotels in the World 2.0

3/04/2008 at 10:34 AM
Tags: Geek Hotels, Lists, HotelChatter, Tech Hotels, Awards, Hotel News

As most people who suffer from technophilia know, a lot can change 2008
in a year. In the year that we released our first Best Geek Hotels List,

the iPhone beat out every other cellphone on the market, the MacAir ‘
usurped the MacBook and saved shoulders worldwide, Guitar Hero

and Rock Band raged, and Facebook surpassed MySpace, at leastin  Best Geék Hotels
our group of friends.

While most hotels are still rather slow to adopt technology -- hello, working free WiFi please?--
we did find a new crop of geek hotels that were worthy of superlatives. Some of these hotels
have been geeking it out for a while and some are still in beta. But much of the source code
remains the same:

Being geek is a cultural endeavour, so after searching every henhouse, outhouse, and
boathouse around the world we have put together our list of the world's top geek hotels for
2008. From artificial intelligence, to high end gadgetry, to geek service, and geek movie
worship, the hotels on this list have a certain je ne sais quoi de geek.

1. THE HOTEL SAX, CHICAGO

The Hotel Sax is the only hotel in the world any self-respecting video gamer would check
into. The reason why? The hotel's sixth floor Studio is powered by Microsoft and thus is
complete with XBox 360s and its most popular games like Madden '08, Halo 3, Guitar Hero,
Scene It, Dance, Dance Revolution and our personal favorite RockBand. Plus there's more:

Guests can play XBox games, connect with other gamers around the world via XBox Live
service, work in a social setting, download and listen to music from the hotel's music library
via Microsotft's Zune music player or kick back and watch HDTV content and select movies in
the home theater environment managed by Windows Media Center Technology.

There's even a technology butler on hand in case anything goes wrong, like the XBox freezes
up.

The studio is open from 4pm to midnight only for hotel guests which means you won't have to
fight with outsiders to wail on the guitar but it will mean ponying up $200+ for a hotel room
and dealing with a security staffer at the door.

2. HOTEL AVANTE, MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA, USA

View Larger Map

The Hotel Goagle. What? You didn't know Google
had its own hotel? Well they don't, officially, but
they might as well just name this JDV Hospitality
property the official Hotel Google.Like the famous
search engine, Hotel Avante is egalitarian but
presents a wide array of options to the user. Large,




comfy beds, flat screen televisions, cordless phones, and free, four bar wireless. There is also
a heated pool and a music listening lounge.

Back up in the rooms this hotel keeps your mind occupied with Photoshop forerunner, Etch-a-
Sketch, a Rubik's cube, a deck of cards, a slinky, tape, and scissors. Furthermore, if you need
a lift to the Googleplex, Hotel Avante offers regular shuttle service between the hotel and
Google, just ask at the front desk.

If you are looking for sweeping vistas of Silicon Valley (who would?), you have the wrong
place, but if you want a comfortable cutting edge business hotel at a decent price within a
stones throw of Google headquarters -- query filled.

3. THE WESTIN, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

A deja vu is usually a glitch in the Matrix. It
happens when they change something. Right?
Well, both Matrix efficianados and confusionados
can retrace Neo's steps at the Westin Sydney
Hotel. The Deja Vu scene was filmed here, in one
of the hotels staircases. If you want to compare
and contrast the movie scene and the reality, just
pop in the original Matrix DVD and leap to
01:20:01, or 01:20:34. You will notice in the
Westin Sydney hotel:

i : The tiles were rotated 45 degrees relative to the
axes of the stairs, where as in the Matrix, they're aligned with the direction of the stairs.

The real world deja vu hotel is a 31 story, 416 room hotel in the midst of downtown Sydney.

Some folks use this hotel as their jumping off point to retrace all of Neo's steps in Sydney,
while others take a stab a creating their own Matrix inspired deja vu scenc in the stairwell. No
joke. Oh, and also the Westin Sydney is actually a illuminated, thriving hotel and not an old
dilapidated building as 1 Martin place appears to be in the world of Wachowski.

4, THE POD HOTEL, NEW YORK

The Pod Hotel, aka the Facebook
I Hotel, is the hotel du jour for the
i[ﬁmmmm - - U (T N social media generation, offering
[[#) etwines |+ 1+ small and affordable rooms tricked
| 1 snop wien me o v out with the latest gadgets to keep
I_E T e ' T q the ypungins h'appy Iilfe flat-screen
= ———r—r—r—— : TVs, iPod docking stations and free
- WiFi. Of course, the over 30 set is
,LYJ Dokt JI] welcome but will probably want the
{[®] st witn e ; \ rooms sans bunk beds and shared

- [—— : : baths.

’I_E Go Out With Me 1 2 But the Pod Hotel is one of the first

hotels to have its own social
networking site, The Pod Community Biog. How it works: Once guests make their own
online reservation they can opt to become a member of the Pod Community. They can choose
their login and password and then start to participate in a bunch of forums: Drink with Me, Eat
with Me, Shop with Me, Go Out with Me. And since the networking is for people looking to
hang out with others during their hotel stay, each forum is grouped by month.



A sample conversation from the Drink With Me forum goes like this:

Scott, 27, from Australia, first time to NYC. Catch up for a drink or sightseeing? 18th - 20th
March.

Right now, it looks more like a message board than a tricked out Facebook page but we
wouldn't be surprised if soon members can start uploading their beer pong tourney pics and
Scrabulous results.

5. EMIRATES PALACE, ABU DHABI

In Dubai, they can pretty much build whatever
they want and a high-tech luxury hotel is no
exception.

Sure most of the place is probably in bad
taste--there is such a thing as too opulent
believe it or not--but The Emirates Palace is
totally tricked out from the guestrooins which
feature hand-held computers to control every
light, switch and power outlet to the
employees who ride around on Segways and to
the "unbreakable bubble" of WiFi that extends
_ (ot F1R . "8 beyond the guestrooms to the pool and to the
s SR AN TR private beach.

- LA i M 1o
Even more impressive: USA Today discovered that upon a special high-level request (think
royal family, presidents, Dr. Evil)

The computer and broadcast network — and its 3.5 terabyte storage network — can be cut off
completely from the outside world, like the U.S. government's secure intranet

Meanwhile, regular billionaire guests can rest assured that their internet connection is
protected by the hotel's full-time network security officer who monitors its 16 firewalls and
intrusion detection systems.

[Photo: Roorey]

G. LANGHAM PLACE HOTEL, MONGKOK, HONG KONG

At the Langham Place Hotel, we can't decide
what is more geek-worthy--the fact that every
hotel room uses the Cisco 7970 color Internet
Protocol (IP) phone or the animated Smart Angol
Tracy who instructs you on how to work the in-
room technology -- she plays the Kelly LeBrock
role here,

The Cisco phone in itself is pretty impressive. It's
a touch-screen phone that can be configured by
the guests at any time and from any computer to
pull up weather temps, news, stock quotes and
even family photos. Guests can even upload their
information online before their trip and once they
arrive, all of that will be displayed on the phones'’
color touch screen. Plus the hotel will save your information for the next time you return,




As for the angel, Tracy is an animated version of the hotel's real life "Pink Ladies", the hotel's
guest services agents. She's the one who first greets you when you walk into your room, on
your TV screen that is. For those who may not be so tech-inclined will give you an instruction
on how to use everything in the room from the Cisco phone to the video-on-demand system to
the iPod docking station and the oh-so-important air-conditioning controls.

And if you have any issues, the hotel has a S.M.A.R.T. Centre staffed with humans to help you
out. Other tech benefits to this hotel: "omnipresent”" WiFi that works everywhere, in-room
mobile phones and an in-room electronic safe with built-in charging facility for all those
gadgets that you travel with.Oh and you can Sky e the hotel.

[Photo: Beifasi-ij]
HONORABLE MENTIONS:

1. Hotel Monaco Seattle: For hosting Guitar Hero sessions and iournaments on Friday
nights.

2. The Seaport Hotel, Boston: The hotel's iConcierge called Seaportal found in every guest
rooms which gives you free WiFi, free VOIP calls and allows you to call up ring up any human
staffers you might need.

3. UK's City Inn Hotels: For putting iMacs into every guestroom.

LET US KNOW YOUR FAVORITE GEEK HOTEL
Skip IRC and just hit up our tip ling, which is always open. We want to hear about your
favorite geek hotel haunts around the world.

News from... NJF;} - Circulation: 129,609
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Hyatt Launches Online Community Site for Its Gold Passport
Members

4/01/2008 at 9:58 AM
Tags: Hyatt Hotels, Yatl'll, Holel Websites, Holel Technology, Hotel News

HYAIT  yatt]

Perhaps Hyatt Hotels were intrigued by the Pod Hotel's Facebook-like community site or
maybe they were just trying to keep up with Starwood Hotel's Lobby blog but either way we
know have yatt'it, an online community travel site for Hyatt's Gold Passport members.

Designed for members of the Hyatt Gold Passport loyalty program, but rich in benefits for all
travelers, yatt'it is the first travel site to offer expert insight and tips from local Hyatt
concierges in over 40 destinations worldwide along with advice from confirmed frequent
travelers. In addition, partnerships with well-trusted sources like Frommers.com and
FlightStats.com will quickly establish yatt'it as a valuable online resource for worldwide travel
tips.

Aside from Frommer's and FlightStats were guessing that should you need a hotel
recommendation, there are plenty of Hyatt options on the site. Also, if you're on the go you
can access the site from your phone at mobile.yattit.com.

We think the idea is kinda cool and the interface looks rather easy to navigate. We're not sure
how much we would use it but it's still helpful and people who are obsessive about their Hyatt
loyalty program rewards will definitely dig it.

However, may we ask one question? Who came up with yatt'it? Not only is it weird-looking
and sounding, it actually makes us think of boating. Yatt'it. Yacht It. Perhaps they should have
chosen a name that's a little more hotel-centric.

What do you think of yatt'it? Let us know in comments below.
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Pod Hotel Launches Blog, Online
Concierge

-- Hotels, 3/26/2008 8:21:00 AM

NEW YORK (March 2008) — The Pod Hotel, one of New York City’s most affordable,
hip and innovative hotels, is creating an exclusive “Pod Community” with the debut of its
POD COMMUNITY BLOG.

The POD COMMUNITY BLOG is a customized message board designed exclusively for
those with active reservations at the hotel. It allows guests to interact with one another as
well as ask questions or make requests before and/or during their stay at The Pod Hotel.

“The Pod Hotel caters to the socializing sensibilities of the hotel’s target audience — 20-
to 35- year-old stylish, spendthrift travelers,” said General Manager David Bernstein.
“As the online social networking trend continues to grow, we designed this unique
feature to create a sense of community among our tech-savvy Pod guests and allow them
to connect with the hotel in a new way.”



Taking the concierge’s role to a new level, the blog acts as a resource and guide for
guests. Users can log on to learn more about the city and the hotel as well as get the most
up-to-date information about the latest “happenings” around NYC. Additionally,
questions that guests post on the site are monitored and answered directly by the
concierge on a daily basis.

Guests can also access the “Survival Guide” on the site which is updated daily by the
hotel’s concierge. The Survival Guide is a comprehensive listing of all of the affordable
and fun things to do in NYC, such as free events, “cheap eats”, BYOB restaurants, happy
hours and sample sales. It also provides guests with honest reviews and suggestions
including tips for shopping, information about restaurants, galleries, museums, clubs,
concerts, gyms and internet cafes. The Survival Guide also provides guests with step-by-
step directions from the hotel to their desired destination.

“Guests feel that our custom Survival Guide is one of the biggest perks of staying at The
Pod Hotel,” said Bryan Raughton, the concierge for The Pod Hotel. “With the new POD
COMMUNITY BLOG, guests can now enjoy having access to the Survival Guide prior
to their arrival at the hotel so they can plan their itineraries in advance.”

Guests can become an active member of the POD COMMUNITY BLOG as soon as an
online reservation for The Pod Hotel is made. After a reservation is booked, the guest is
sent an e-mail which includes a link to the blog and a unique user ID code. This enables
the guest to create a profile for the POD COMMUNITY BLOG and begin
communicating with other guests who are staying at the hotel. The site has four
accessible categories — “DRINK WITH ME,” “EAT WITH ME,” “SHOP WITH ME,”
and “GO OUT WITH ME”— where guests can post requests and interact with one
another. Users log on to the site and request for other guests to join them for a drink, a
meal, a shopping spree or a night out on the town in the respective category.

ABOUT THE POD HOTEL:

THE POD HOTEL, a 347-room budget boutique property located on East 51st Street in
the heart of midtown Manhattan, was designed specifically for the stylish spendthrift
traveler. The hotel provides its guests with comfortable, yet trendy accommodations that
are equipped with 21st Century must-haves such as iPod docking stations, free WiFi and
LCD flat screen TVs for an affordable price. Inspired by mass transit’s streamlined
design approach, the hotel offers a variety of room configurations including single,
double, queen, double-double and bunk-bedded rooms to meet the needs of any traveler.
In addition to its stylish, mod-designed furnishings, the hotel also features an exclusive
POD COMMUNITY BLOG, an outdoor garden café and a rooftop deck. THE POD
HOTEL is owned and operated by BD Hotels, which currently owns 15 hotels with over
4,000 rooms, and is the largest independent hotel owner and operator in New York City.
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Downsized hotels
priced to match

Building on a trend that
started in Japan, pods spreac
to Europe and now the U.S.

The Wall Street Journal
orget a room with a view — or
even much room. The latest
development in the hotel industry
has travelers bunking in tiny,
sometimes windowless, quarters.

In London, a new hotel books rooms by
the hour, has an entryway that looks like a
spaceship and windows that open into an
indoor hallway, In the Netherlands, the
new Qbic hotel rents “cubis” the size of a
walk-in closet, Opening soon is an
Amsterdam hotel made entirely of small,
prefabricated pods.

Rising hotel room rates and growing
travel delays are creating a new niche: pod
hotels, small spaces where travelers can
spend the night — or a few hours — for
relatively little money. The concept — in
Japan for decades — is new in Europe and
spreading to the U.S,

Most pod hotels don’t have grand
lobbies, gyms or meeting rooms, areas that
can be considered dead space for
generating revenue at regular hotels.

With limited services and amenities,
they also save on labor. A pod hotel has as
few as one full-time employee for every 12
rooms, compared with an employee for
every two rooms at a typical budget hotel.

At the Pod Hotel in Manhattan, a
standard room with a bunk bed and a
shared bathroom starts at $89 a night.

Though rooms can measure as small as
65 square feet, the ones in Europe and
New York are slightly roomier than their
Asian counterparts, where stacked
capsules can be as small as 20 square feet
— with 3-foot-high ceilings. (Ceilings in
the new-breed pods are regular height.)

Georgia Hinton, Corona, Calif., decided
to give a pod a try, She booked a room at
an EasyHotel in Basel, Switzerland,

“It was very affordable, considering

everything else is so expensive in Europe,”
she says, But she was surprised to learn
there was no elevator and little room for
luggage. “There’s really no extra anything.”

Capsule-style hotels took off in crowded
Japan in the 1980s, They were popular
with businessmen who stayed at the office
so late they missed the last train home.

One of the first Western iterations came
when EasyHotel opened in London in
2005, launched by the founder of EasyJet,
the low-cost European air carrier.

With windowless rooms as small as 65
square feet and rates that started at less
than $20 a night, the hotels quickly
spread. Rates have risen, but guests are
still charged extra for maid service and
use of a remote control for the TV,

‘“We've always tried to develop down to
the minimum standards,” says Lawrence
Alexander, EasyHotel’s chief executive,

“I looked at Japanese pod hotels and
said, ‘Nobody's going to want to sleep in
those; * says Simon Woodroffe, chief
executive of the company that owns Yotel,
two pod-style properties in London,

At Yotel, rates range from $50 for a
four-hour nap to $160 for a full stay. It
takes less than 30 minutes to ready a room
for the next guest, compared with two or
three hours at a typical hotel. Daily
occupancy runs 150 percent to 180 percent
since rooms can turn over more than once.

In some dense urban areas or near big
airports, developers are running out of
space to build budget-style hotels, says
Ben Walker, a research manager with
London-based TRI Hospitality Consulting.

With windowless rooms, the pods can
be built basically anywhere, which means
operators could potentially open them in
old office buildings, malls or even
underground parking lots. This model
won’t work in some countries, In the US.



i }fg,, i
Photo provided by The Pad Hatol
STRICTLY MODERN: Although such hostelries
typically offer fewer amenities, New York's Pod
Hotel has an outdoor garden. Its room rates
start at $89 a night.

News from... NJF

and Germany, for instance, windows are
legally required in hotel rooms,

Steve Borgford, Seattle, heard about the
Yotel at London’s Heathrow airport and
decided to try it out during a layover.

“I'm the type who tries everything,” he
said. “I wanted to rest, but I was also just
very curious to see what it was like”
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Suadig e best airtargs el Diuses 800 vacs o LEnkages

Strike in Germany, best geek hotels & best airline commercials

Good morning travelers! Did you see the article “Personal trek, with millions” about the Hajj — Islam’s ritual
pilgrimage to Mecca? It might have millions of people participating, but did anyone consider that it could result in
just as many claustrophobics? That's what happened to me after | was crammed amid the masses for the 1997
Hong Kong Handover. [LAT]

Are you going to Germany today? Keep your eye on Lufthansa news. Workers at eight airports are threatening to
strike and 142 domestic and European flights might be cut. [BBC]

- HotelChatter named their 8est Geek Hotels for 2008, Hotel Avante in Mountain View was the only one that made
the list from California. [HotelChatter]

Meanwhile, Gridskipper targeted a much less brainy audience in their post Lhe Best Airline Commercials Around.
[Gridskipper]

Need a pic fix? Veronique de Turenne of the new blog L.A. Now is going to start featuring Your Scene pholos
every marning. If you want to get in the spotlight, make sure you submil your photo. Right now she's focusing on
pics of California. Don't be shy, show off your handiwork. [LAT]

— Jen Leo, Los Angeles Times Travel Deal Blogger
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Totally geeked-out, hi-tech hotels

From Guitar Hero events to HD TVs, guests stay connected and entertained
By Peter Greenberg

TODAYShow.com contributor

updated 11:24 a.m. ET, Wed., April. 2, 2008

For years, hotels have prided themselves — and marketed themselves — for their creature
comforts and special services, their geographic locations and rooms with a view, all in an
attempt to attract, keep and grow their market share. But now, a number of them have come
to a new realization about their guests — that we don't really change our lifestyle when we

change our location.

As a result, many hotels have embraced the notion of connectivity. No, it's not just providing
Wi Fi access in each room. It's going way beyond that. Welcome to the totally geeked out
hotels, where technology rules.

In Seattle, the Hotel Monaco, a Kimpton property, now hosts Guitar Hero III tournaments,
where geeks and wannabes can rock out every Friday night during the hotel’s hosted wine
hour from 5PM to 6PM. It has proven to be quite popular among guests. The staff has a list of
songs — and their difficulty — on a clipboard and guests take turns trying to beat their best
score — or at least try to get through a heavy metal guitar solo.

At the Nine Zero hotel (also a a Kimpton property) in Boston, hotel executives have equipped
one room — the Cloud Nine Penthouse suite with special iris scan technology. No metal key.
No plastic key card. You — and only you — can open your door by walking up to the scanner
embedded in the door — which then recognizes you by scanning your eye... and you're in.

Another hotel in Seattle has geeked-out stuff. The Hotel 1000 has no dead zones when it
comes to wireless — which means the system works literally everywhere in the hotel. But it
doesn't stop there.

¢ Digital thermometers with infrared signals scan each guest room for motion, and it will
alert the system to activate the guests’ desired temperature, if it detects movement. For those
guests who frequent the hotel, their guestroom will be preset to their preferred temperature

s  Electronic doorbell with silent staff button offers guests high-tech privacy. All the hotel
staff has to do is push a silent button above the guestroom’s doorbell, which will let the staff
know if the room is occupied. An infrared signal scans the room to detect movement and notes

“do not disturb” if the room is occupied. The guestroom will be serviced once the room is not



occupied

e Just by pushing a button, guests can let housekeeping know if they prefer privacy or
are ready for housekeeping to service their room to be serviced. An indicator immediately
notifies the service team if guests want their room serviced

e It is one of the first hotels in the country to offer guests High Definition televisions and
surround sound for movies, TV channels and Sirius music

e Guests can choose from eight different art genre collections for their guestroom, which
will appear on the HD TVs; a description of the art, including the artist's name, date and
gallery where it is housed

e  Guests receive complimentary local and long distance domestic phone cails on VOIP
phones. The phone’s color display shows guests their airline flight details, stock quotes, local
restaurants and activity information, text messaging, weather, and the ability for the guest to
retrieve their car from valet by entering their ticket number

e  Guests can enjoy a real golf experience in a virtual setting by using the hotel’s infrared
tracking system, which creates two planes each with over 680 independent sensors calculating
the velocity, spin and trajectory of the ball. Guests can choose from 50 courses, such as The
Old Course at St Andrews, Pebble Beach, Pinehurst or Valderrama.

A number of hotels are now partnering with companies like Microsoft and Nintendo to create a
ramped up geeked out experience. In Chicago, the Hotel Sax has launched "The Studio: An
Experience by Microsoft.” Hotel Sax is the first hotel ever to partner with Microsoft to offer
state-of-the-art Microsoft technology.

“The Studio — A Microsoft Experience” is a entertainment lounge that lets guests experience
the newest entertainment and guest service technologies from Microsoft. In The Studio,
guests can play Xbox games, connect with other gamers around the world via Xbox live
service, work in a social setting on provided Hewlett Packard laptops, download and listen to
music from the hotel’s music library via Microsoft’s Zune music player or watch HDTV and
select movies in the home theater environment. And for the serious gamer, there's Madden

‘08, Rock Band, Scene It and Dance Dance Revolution.

In-room automation allows guests to access Xbox 360s. Some rooms even are customized
with improved sound systems. Each room has access to instant Messaging. Guests directly can
contact the concierge with Instant Messaging; therefore the concierge can be more proactive
with guests, especially for those guests who frequent the hotel.

For guests with Windows Mobile Smartphones, or Windows-enabled technology, guests can
stay in touch with the concierge. Guests can use the IM application to ask the concierge a
question while strolling about the city. The concierge even can overlay discount coupons. For



guests who don’t have Windows Mobile Smartphones, or Windows-enabled technology, they
still can stay in touch with the concierge through text messaging.

At the Hotel Avante, in Mountain View California, proximity to geekdom has its benefits. It's a
stone's throw from Silicon Valley, headquarters of Google. And the interior of the guest rooms
reflects that proximity. Guestroom desks with glass-topped drawers are divided into right-
brain (creativity) and left-brain (logic) categories. Guests will find a yo-yo, Etch-a-Sketch,
Slinky and Rubik's cube in drawers on the right side. The left side of the desk has tape,
scissors, stapler, staple remover, pencils, post-it notes (the “work” part of work/play)

The furniture located in guestrooms are on wheels, so if you're itching to redecorate your
room, go right ahead. And of course downstairs is — the Wi-Fi lounge. Yes, bring your laptop.

Then there's a hotel that is geeked out to get you outside the hotel. In Denver, the Hotel
Teatro offers an Adventure Package — a high-tech way for guests to experience the outdoors.
The package lets guests borrow a preprogrammed GPS unit, which has directions to local
biking, climbing, fishing, hiking, running and local outdoor retailers.

In New York, the Pod Hotel isn't known for large rooms. In fact, the current joke is that the
rooms are so small that you need to walk outside the room in order to change — your mind!
(With apologies to Henny Youngman). The hotel has been nicknamed the "Facebook Hotel"
and it even has its own online community, called the Pod Community Blog, so guests can
network with each other and make plans for sightseeing, drinks or a night on the town. The

"W

site has four categories: “drink with me,” “eat with me,” “shop with me,” and “go out with

me.” It's a customized message board also doubles as a resource guide for guests.

Their recently-launched blog community has a concierge who prints out daily “Survival Guides”
that have useful travel tips and information on free events and activities in the city, and the
guides are updated daily.

If you're looking for “geek chic”, then check into the Hotel Gansevoort in Manhattan’s
Meatpacking District. When guests check-in to the hotel, they can request Nintendo’s Wii
gaming system in their rooms. And, that's coupled with iPod docs, Sony home theater
systems, and 42" flat-screen TVs.

And, last but not least, taking the Wii gaming system up a notch or two, the Parker Meridien
Hotel in New York has a special licensing deal with Nintendo. The hotel has converted a former
squash court in its health club into a specially programmed Wii exercise program. You don't
just play the WII — you work with the hotel's trainers in a high-energy workout — tennis, and

of course... boxing. And I can attest by personal experience that this isn't an exercise program



for couch potatoes — after an hour of extreme wide screen tennis or boxing, you are sweating,
winded — and entertained.

Peter Greenberg is TODAY’s Travel editor. His column appears weekly on TODAYshow.com.
Visit his Web site at PeterGreenberg.com.
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Smart Traveler

The Source

Trends, books, and ideas we're talking about this month. sy anorew nELSON

BOOK

The Soclal History of Amerlcan Hotels

Pitch: Checking aut 200 years of checking in. Backstory: Hotel: An Amer-
ican History (Yale University Press) recounts the nation's story through
its hostelries—from the lausy inng of George Washington's day (Insects
were a constaric problem) to the gilded opulence of the Waldorf-Ascoria
to the sleek huutiyue We of toduoy, Hatels, you'll learn, undermined Victo-
rian morality by promoting romantic dalliances yet fostered democracy
with their communal dining rnd living experiences. What we think: Who
konew Jobbies and roont service could be such n history lesson?

PRODUCT
Lost and Found

Pitch: Trcking Fida. Backstory: As the number of travelers with pets in-
creases, 5o do the chances a sightsecing cricter might wander off, Fret no
mare. New GP5 devices such as GlebalPetFinder (wivw.globalpetfinder.com)
and RoamEQ (www.roameoforpets.cony)—can alert owners when the ani-
mal strays beyond preset bonndaries. One relays the info to o separste track-
ing device; the other to your cell phone, Expect to pay $350 nnd up. What
wae think: Can we get one for spouse nnd the children, too?

KOTEL
i, Pod

Pitch: Capsule hotels spread across the globe, Backstory: The Jnpanese are
credited with inventing the concept of minuscule $14-a-night rooms in 1979,
Now the idea is taking hold all over. Mini-rooms starting at $22 are now
available in Hungary and Switzerland, At Ganwick and Heathrow airports,
Yote] offers “enbing” (from $52) i d of reoms. Mon} 's skyscraper-
high rack rates enpendered the Pad Hotel (rooms measire 90-tn-160 square
feet) starting at £99 n night, LCD TV included. What wa think: Squeeze me,
not my credit card. Wo'll book It

DESTINATION
Roatan Isfand

Pltch: Paradise Lost? Backstory: With [ts coconut troes and grass-thitehed
shacks, this remote Honduran island resembles Gilligan's—hut nonw the seu-

PLAYLIST

Spanish Beat

{ your knowledga of the muslic of Spain
I doesn't run past Carmen and the Glpsy
Kings—haoth French in origin, by tha

way—then hers’s your guide to Spain's
rich musicel mosalc. From the passlonale
flamenco pure of Andalusla to the wild
Iberian pop of Madrld and Barcelona, ta
the pulsing dance floors of ibiza, Spain
has it all. =TOM PRYOR

Dancing
in Seville.

Concierto de Aranjuez rues s

The Longuage of the Flowars

EMRIQUE MORENTE o
kosM PATA HEGRA & RAFAEL AMADOR |
Entre Dos Aguas PACODELUCIA

Volnndo Voy CAMARGH DI LA ISLA

No Estamos I.I}ﬁn'_-NE;AM_A_ -
LoTorara RADIOTARFA
Ef Luniar da Marla PERET 6 ARABE DE PALD__
Indlos de Barcelona MANQ HEGRA
Avalencha HERECS DEL SHENCIO

Cruz de Navajas mecano

ba divers’ haven is bracing for some Thurston Howell-priced devel

Encouraged by the Handuran goveroment, cruise-ship companies, devel-
opers, and airlines are planning to tum the [sland into a big-time port, pony-
ing up more than $80 million to do so in rhe next twao yenrs, What wa think:

Amor Fugaz 1A UNION
La Raja da Tu Falda Estoen
Aserejé LASKETCHUP

Growth will mean local jobs, but the uncrowded beaches and jungles and
Rontan's easygoing vibe will, sodly, be gone with the spend,

TREND

Ni Hao Wow

Plteh: Chinese tourists head to U.S. Backstory: Streamlined visn require-
ments approved by mainland China and the U.S. late Inst year will soon
spark a flood of visitors from the Middle Kingdom. Biggest druws nre ox-
pected to be cities with Iarge Chinese-American populations such as Los
Angeles and Snn Francisco. Globally fanous destinations like Universal Stu-
dios and Disneyworld should benefit too, s will purveyors of lusury gaods,
What we think: Come spend, but Americans, gee ready for some culturn)
diplomacy. How to explain the concept of “THOP" or Nicole Richie?
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Music to Travel By
Log an to www.nationolgeographic
«com/traveler/resaurces/downloads
Jhtm) for 8 direct link o this playlist
and others on iTunes.
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October 11, 2008

EBusiness Center

Hotels a Geek Can Love

Diann Daniel, CIO

Hotels are increasingly becoming high-tech. And with good reason: People want their 24/7 connectivity and
other techie requirements even when they're away from home. So hotels that want to become (or stay)
successful are making sure they offer amenities like wircless or even the latest video games.

That's where our nine Geek Hotels come in. These hotels have found a way to go above and beyond
standard hotel niceties. Some offer both luxurious surroundings and futuristic tech conveniences, some have
found a way to offer tech amenities at a reasonable rate, and some are using technology to bring people
together.

High-tech in both construction and amenities, the CitizenM hotel's founding philosophy is "Affordable Luxury
for the People." (Rooms start at $100.) Located in Amsterdam at the Schiphol Airport, the hote! is
constructed of pre-fabricated rooms that were built and assembled offsite. HotelM offers amenities like self
check-in, the ability to store personal room preferences on an RFID keycard and free wireless. Rooms also
feature a "MoodPad," which guests can use to control shades, temperature, and the flat-screen
entertainment center. It also controls the ambient lighting to create atmospheres from "romance” to "relax."

Located in the ultra-hip Meatpacking District in New York City, rooms at the Hotel Gansevoort (which start
around $500) offer free wi-fi, 42 inch LCD TVs, CD players and alarm clocks with iPod docking stations.
They also offer in-room safes for your laptops or purchases at the area's many designer boutiques. Of
course, the Meatpacking District is also home to trendy restaurants galore, and guests can choose to work
off those meals the high-tech way: By requesting a Wii console delivered to their room and working up a
sweat playing one of the sports games. Tennis anyone?

Seattle's Hotel 1000 offers high-tech amenities like video phones that allow guests to see when the valet
delivers their car to the hotel entrance. Rooms, which start at about $300 a night, boast digital thermometers
that use infrared signals to scan the room for motion and activate the desired temperature if a guest is
detected. Infrared signals in the room are also used to let staff know when the room is occupied. All key



systems in the hotel rooms are connected to the IP converged network, allowing information exchange via
HTNG-based XML interfaces.

The ARIA Resort and Casino will open in late 2009 on the Las Vegas Strip. The high-tech hotel will feature
rooms that "greet" guests as they enter (noting if it's their first time), turn on the lights automatically, and part
the curtains to showcase the room's city or mountain view. Guests have access to integrated one-touch
control of guestroom features, including lighting, room temperature, television/video systems, music, wake-
up calls, draperies and requests for services through a single, easy-to-use remote control (controls will also
be available from a nightstand touch screen). And all settings will be remembered and incorporated every
time a guest returns to the room.

The $200 a night (average) boutique Seattle Hotel Monaco offers an array of unusual low-tech amenities--a
pet-friendly policy includes walking and sitting services and gourmet dog cookies. And those who've left their
furry friends at home can have a goldfish delivered to their room. But it's one of the Monaco's geekier
offerings that has been attracting a spotlight: A Guitar Hero social hour. From 5:00 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday
nights, guests can unleash their inner rock god outside of their own living room--and in the company of
strangers.

Rooms at the Peninsula Tokyo offer a host of amenities: wall panels that show outdoor weather conditions;
in-room fax machines, nail dryers and espresso machines; and Internet radio automatically programmed to
the guest's country of residence. A wired phone in the room can be synchronized with guests' personal
mobile phones and a portable phone in the room will function anywhere within the hotel as an in-room phone
and, upon leaving the property, converts to a mobile phone for outgoing calls within the Tokyo metropolitan
area. And on a more personal front, bathrooms have heated, self-lifting seats. All this and more for about
$575 and up.

Roomy it's not. But the Pod Hotel gives travelers the chance to secure high-tech lodgings in the Big Apple
starting at just $89 a night. The Pod's rooms--from townhouse-style studio suites and bunk-bedded rooms
with shared bathrooms--are equipped with iPod docking stations, LCD-screen televisions with cable (and in
the bunk-bedded rooms, there is one television per bed), free wireless, telephones with voice mail and small
safes built into the wall. The hotel also promotes its Pod Community Blog, which functions as an online
concierge, a forum to connect with other guests and a way to discover a myriad of city and hotel information.

Besides its luxury and room tech offerings, Hotel Sax in Chicago offers guests a lounge to play Xbox games,
connect with other gamers around the world via the Xbox Live service, download and listen to music from
the hotel's music library via Microsoft's Zune music player or relax and watch HDTV content and movies in



the home theater environment managed by Windows Media Center technology. The lounge features games
such as Madden '08, Halo 3, Guitar Hero, Rock Band, Scene It and Dance Dance Revolution. And for those
who feel a bit more private, some rooms offer the ability to tuck in with Xbox game stations all alone.

The Best Western Hotel Tomo in San Francisco's Japantown shows its anime, J-pop and comics inspiration
with graphic murals in each room, bright colors, and modern whimsical lobby furniture. Each room offers
iPod docking stations, flat screen TVs, free wireless and playful glow-in-the-dark desk mats. Rooms start
around $139, although gamer suites will put you out about $500. Gaming suites come equipped with
PlayStation 3, Wii, "fatboy" beanbag-style chairs, a 6-foot LCD projection screen, and a mini-fridge equipped
with caffeinated beverages to keep you going all night.
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April 3, 2008

Greetings!

Welcome back to the Travel News Roundup from
PeterGreenberg.com.

This week, our Travel Deals include ultra-low prices at
all-inclusive resorts, a Mother's Day getaway in Laguna
Beach, and a girlfriend getaway in Daytona Beach.

News You Can Use

It's another big week in travel news. Peter discusses
gun-wielding pilots, plane "inspection-gate," and the
Passenger Bill of No Rights in The Travel Detective Files.

Can't get enough travel news? Check out our News
Analysis on Heathrow's grand opening meltdown, the
story that involves the TSA and a nipple ring, and ATA's
bankruptcy.

Seriously? Still need more? Well, that's why we have our
Daily Travel News Roundup, served bite-sized, every
day.

Feature Stories

Want to work abroad but don't
want to pull pints for a pence?
Read on to learn how you can

earn money overseas in Road

Work: Unusual Jobs Abroad.

Breaking down in the Kalahari
Desert probably isn't high on pe-
your To-Do list. Find out how one
couple coped and wound up




experiencing extraordinary human kindness in Grateful
Traveler: What's Ours Is Yours.

Whether it's hurricane season or flu season, travel
insurance can be your best friend. Click to read Peter's
Top 10 Reasons for Travel Insurance.

Searching for meaning in your travels? Check out
Virtuous Traveler Leslie Garrett's story on Community-
Based Tourism: Creating Authentic Travel Experiences.

Photos & Videos

Geek-chic is in, and
Peter's got the scoop in
his Today show segment
on Totally Geeked-Out,
Hi-Tech Hotels.

Got the checked-baggage
blues? Watch Peter's
video that offers his Top
Tips for Not Losing Your

Luggage.

And, take a gander at photographer Robert Landau's
latest batch of travel pics from beautiful Auvergne,
France.
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Great Hotels. Great Prices.”

Minimal Frills; Maximum Value

February 20, 2008

Dear Nancy,

Sure, Manhattan is expensive. But that doesn't mean you have to blow your budget on a fancy hotel room.
Our Quikbook.com team has combed the city to bring you the best for the least. If you'd rather save your
bucks for shopping, shows and chic restaurants, check out these 13 budget-friendly hotels. Rates start at
$119 a night and top out at around $200. And remember, you don't have to pre-pay and there's no charge

for changes or cancellations.

New York
Pod Hotel ...from: $119

- Stay within steps of Rockefeller Center for an unbelievable $119 a night at this newly opened bastion of

minimal chic. it's low on price, but high on style. What do you get for that low price, besides a great
location? For starters, everything is spanking new and super cool. Plus free Wi-Fi access, LCD TVs that
flip down when you want to watch and an iPod docking station (but, of course!). Click here to book

now.

Marrakech ...from: $149

The Marrakech Hotel is an exotic treat situated on Manhattan's Upper West Side at West 103rd Street and
Broadway. Several prominent New York attractions can be accessed within easy walking distance of the
hotel such as Columbia University, Grant's Tomb, the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, the Museum of
Natural History, Central Park and a large number of specialty bookshops. Uniquely simple guest rooms are
decorated with a palette of warm tones and brushed with a hint of Mediterranean flair. Click here to book

now.

Windsor Hotel Inc. ...from: $155

This Downtown hotel, located in the heart of Chinatown, offers clean, comfortable and affordable
accommodations. Guests find themselves steps away from Little Italy and SoHo and the area offers
convenient access to Tribeca, and the lower East Side via public transportation. Guestrooms feature bare

bones essentials such as telephone, work desk and high-speed Internet access. Click here to book now.




Hotel Thirty Thirty ...from: $163

It's stylish, minimal and chic. Its monochromatic, modern decor looks expensive, but it's surprisingly
affordable. At 30 W. 30th Street, it's in a great central location - close to terrific neighborhoods like
Gramercy Park, Murray Hill and Union Square. Relax in the stylish cocktail bar or settle into Zana's for a
great Mediterranean meal. Feel like bringing the pooch? Hotel Thirty Thirty is pet friendly. On a quiet block

between Park and Madison Avenues, it's so nice to come home to. Click here to book now.

Eastgate Tower Suite Hote! ..from: $169

If you're looking for the best of form and function, the Eastgate Tower is the spot! It's a modern yet
peaceful Midtown setting with close proximity to corporate offices, Grand Central Station, the UN and
famed NYC shopping. Guest suites emphasize that "home away from home" feeling with fully-equipped
kitchens, comfy oversized sleeping rooms and Wi-Fi Internet access. And while you're there, don't miss the

Sonora Restaurant - best known for its regional Italian faves. Click here to book now.

Wellington Hotel ...from: $179

The Wellington Hotel boasts a convenient Midtown location within walking distance of the Theater District,
Rockefeller Center, Lincoln Center and famed Fifth Avenue shopping. Hotel highlights include a 24-hour
business center; theater, sightseeing & transportation desk; and wireless Internet access. Click here o

book now.

Washington Jefferson Hotel ..from: $180

"Smart, stylish, sophisticated and affordable," is the hotel's promise. For only $180 a night, the Washington
Jefferson hotel delivers! Located on West 51st Street, this newly remodeled hotel offers a central location
within walking distance of the Theater District, Times Square, Rockefeller Center and other points of
interest. Guestrooms feature value packed extras such as free wireless Internet access, Frette linens &

towels, Gilchrist & Soams bathroom amenities and goose down comforters. Click here to book now.

Bedford Hotel ...from: $195

This hotel, with its large, comfortable rooms, is a reasonably priced alternative for Midtown. Most rooms
feature fully equipped kitchenettes, and high speed internet connections are complimentary. Midtown
sights, the UN, department stores along Fifth Avenue and Rockefeller Center are just a few blocks away.

Click here to book now.




Gershwin ...from: $185

Each of the unique 13 floors at the Gershwin Hotel boasts its own installation of original art from renowned
modern artists. The hotel also hosts an "Artists in Residence" program, which supplies upcoming artists
with a place to live, work and exhibit their art. The lobby was renovated in 2003, and much of the original

art remains. Click here to book now.

Milford Plaza ...from: $179

The Milford Plaza, also known as "The Lullaby of Broadway," is located in the heart of Broadway's Theater
District around the corner from Broadway theaters, and a short walk from Radio City Music Hall,
Rockefeller Center, Fifth Avenue shopping, Herald Square, and Times Square. The hotel also offers an
onsite Theater, Sightseeing and Transportation Desk designed to help guests make the most of their stay

in New York. Click here to book now.

Best Western President ...from: $189

If you're looking for a location at the center of everything NY, try this clean-n-simple gem located in the
heart of the Theater District. The Best Western President Hotel is located four blocks from 5th Avenue and
within walking distance to Rockefeller Center, Radio City, easy access to dining, entertainment and the

finest shopping. Click here to book now.

Jolly Hotel Madison Towers ...from: $200

Don't let the funny name fool you. This very clean and quiet hotel puts you right in Midtown, close to it all.
Recently renovated, the spacious rooms are crisp and fresh and the spa is s0 nice to come home to. With

an exceedingly courteous staff, there's a lot to be jolly about. Click here to book now.

Park South Hotel ...from: $219

Quikbook.com customers knew a good thing when they found it. Pure luxe in a location that's a little off the
beaten path. This small and stylish gem is still centrally located, but it's tucked away on a side street - with

amenities and style worth at least $100 more than they charge. Click here to book now.
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NEW YORK HOTELS

By Sara Cav:arath | Pnatos by l<en Telisyan

When you travel for a shoot, do you go the extra step and put your tighty-
whities in the drawer? Or are you that guy who lives out of his suitcase?
Regardless, where is this flight-torn duffel bag of yours being parked? Some
manage to sleep in the same bed time and again, but most find themselves
tucked into unfamiliar sheets.

There is an immeasurable number of hotels in this fair
city, with attributes as varied as their clientele. Prices vary too, but in New
York it's safe to say that they can go higher than the Empire State Building.
Resource Magazine would like to take you on a tour of some of our favorites
places. Room service not included.

A
CASABLANCA HOTEL | 147 W 43rd S1, - NY, NY 10034 | 212.869.1212 | www.casablancahatel.com




LIBRARY ROTEL [ 299 Madison Ave. ~ NY, NY 10017 | 212,983.4800 | www.lbraryhotel.com
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THE POD HOTEL | 230 £. 51st St. - NY, NY 10022 | 212.355.0300 | wwww.thepodhotel.com
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venture out

line.com spill the heans about how
much they paid and where they're
staying,” explains panelist Pauline
Frommer. The site was created to
promote informed bidding—once you
find out what athers have won, you
know what kind of deals are possible,
both on priceline.comr and when you're
rying to haggle with hotels, she says.
On one recent search, we saw a 361
nightly rate for the Hyatt Vineyard
Creck Hotel and Spa in Santa Rosa,
California. The lowest published mte
we found was $194.

EYRENDIRODIHOTELS SR
WHO DOES IT BEST...FOR LESS
The Pod Hotel NEW YORK
So what exactly is a pod? Irs a basic
yet comfortable room with all the
necessides: 1 bed, a television, and 2
bathroom (often shared). “This is the
. hospitalicy indus-
uys equivalent of
the no-frills air-
line,” says panelist
Mark  Jolly. “In
New York, average
room rates are
now at $300-plus a
night. But at the
Pad Hotel in mid-
town Manhattan, 2
standard  room
with a bunk bed
and a shared bath
starts At just $89 a
night." (Rooms with private bathrooms
from $139; thepedhotel.cons)

1nu:now at
the Pad Hotel |

ETRENDISAFARISIGLOSEITOHOMERS

WHO DOES IT BEST...FOR LESS
Safari West CALIFORNIA

With a growing number of animal
specles joining the “threntened” list,
safaris are gaining in  popularity.
Unfortunately, flights to Kenya can
break the bank, But one of the very
best destinadons docsn't even require a
passport: The 400-acre Safari West, in
the heart of Sonoma wine country,
looks and feels like an African-style

tented safari camp. You can spend
mormings hiking the surrounding hills
and peering down on zebra and kudu,
then take a half-day game drive in the
afternoon (oy to snag an upper-level
seat for the best views). There are 600
different animals on the property,
including impala, addax (nearly extinet
in the wild), and Watusi caude. A one-
night stay in a cozy tent (think raised
wooden platforms, queen-size beds,
full bathrooms, and a large deck) is
only $250. (wfirriwest.com)

WIN IT! One reader will scora a two-
night stay for two In a king luxury
tent, a private safari drive, two
massages, two lunches and dinners,

a cheetah encounter, and more.

ECO:ERIENDLY/HOTELS!

WHO DOES IT BEST...FOR LESS

The Cody WYOMING

“Since the first generaton of green
hotels was sa well received, more and
more properties are scrambling to
prove they're eco-friendly,” says Shape
panelist Peter Greenberg. Most of the
wood used to build the Cady, which is
just 45 minutes from Yellowstone

National Park, was reclaimed from the
Old Faithful Inn in Yellowstone when
it was renovated; the property’s shutde
is 2 hybrid Chevy Tahoe; and design-
ers used Leadership in Energy and
Environmenm! Design-certified tles
throughout the hotel. But don’t think
for a minute you'll be sacrificing Jux-
ury: Each room is outfitted with plush
bathrobes; flar-screen TVs; and, in
many cases, bot tubs as well as fire-
places. Best of all arc the abundant
activities, which range from sporis,
like skiing, hiking, cycling, rock climb-
ing, rafing, and fly-fishing, to more
exotic adventures, such as wildlife
watching and the annual Cady Rodea.
(Rooms from $99; rhecody.cont)

WIN |TI One raader will score a
two-nlght stay for two in a king
Jacuzzl sulte, Including breakfast

NICOLE ALPER s a freelance writer
In New York City.

SHAPE’S TRAVEL ADVISORY PANEL
g1 Mark Jolly, Paullne
who has FI? Frommer
| traveled to . s the
more than creator of
B0 coun- Pauline
trigs, [s the Frommer
founder ' Guide-
the New York Times' and editor of globorat] books, a serles geared
Travel Detective serfes, .com, a travel news Web  toward budgat travelers.
and host of the Peter site considered by many  Pauline also co-hosts The
Greenberg Worldwide experts o be the'Insider.  Trave/ Show with her
redlo' show. sourca for globetrotters.  father, Arthur Frommer.




Declaration of Use and/or Excusable Nonuse of Mark in
Commerce under Section 8

The table below presents the data as entered.

REGISTRATION NUMBER 3424090
REGISTRATION DATE 05/06/2008
SERIAL NUMBER 78539454
MARK SECTION
' MARK METRO-POD
' ATTORNEY SECTION (new)
NAME Matthew H. Swyers
FIRM NAME The Trademark Comapny
STREET 344 Maple Ave. West, Suite 151
CITY Vienna
STATE Virginia
POSTAL CODE 122180
COUNTRY _ | United States _
PHONE 1-800-906-8626
FAX 1-877-351-5480
EMAIL admin@thetrademarkcompany.com

AUTHORIZED TO COMMUNICATE

VIA E-MAIL Yes

 CORRESPONDENCE SECTION (current)

NAME 'MATTHEW H SWYERS

' FIRM NAME ' THE TRADEMARK COMPANY PLLC
INTERNAL ADDRESS SUITE 151
STREET 344 MAPLE AVENUE WEST

CITY VIENNA



| STATE Virginia

POSTAL CODE 22180

COUNTRY United States
PHONE 646 279-4845

FAX 973 379-6594
EMAIL linczyc@msn.com

CORRESPONDENCE SECTION (proposed)

NAME Matthew H. Swyers
FIRM NAME The Trademark Comapny
STREET 344 Maple Ave. West, Suite 151
CITY VIENNA
STATE Virginia
, POSTAL CODE 22180
COUNTRY United States
PHONE 1-800-906-8626
FAX 1-877-351-5480
EMAIL ' admin@thetrademarkcompany.com

AUTHORIZED TO COMMUNICATE
VIA E-MAIL

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES SECTION

Yes

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 043

GOODS OR SERVICES Provision of hotel and restaurant services

SPECIMEN FILE NAME(S) WTICRS\EXPORTI6MIMAGEQUT
16\785\394\78539454\xml1\ S080002.JPG

SPECIMEN DESCRIPTION screen shot

OWNER SECTION (current)

NAME Linczyc, Michael D.

STREET 20 South Terrace

CITY Short Hills

STATE New Jersey

ZIP/POSTAL CODE 07078



COUNTRY

PHONE

FAX

EMAIL

United States
646 279-4845
973 379-6594

linczyc@msn.com

LEGAL ENTITY SECTION (current)

TYPE

COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP

individual

United Kingdom

LEGAL ENTITY SECTION (proposed)

TYPE
COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP
PAYMENT SECTION
NUMBER OF CLASSES
NUMBER OF CLASSES PAID
SUBTOTAL AMOUNT
TOTAL FEE PAID
SIGNATURE SECTION
SIGNATURE

| SIGNATORY'S NAME
SIGNATORY'S POSITION
DATE SIGNED
SIGNATORY'S PHONE NUMBER

PAYMENT METHOD

SUBMIT DATE

TEAS STAMP

individual

Other

100
100

/Matthew H. Swyers/
Matthew H. Swyers
Attorney of Record
05/02/2014
1-800-906-8626

CcC

FILING INFORMATION

Fri May 02 13:05:24 EDT 2014

USPTO/SECT08-97.67.147.15
4-20140502130524620877-34
24090-50069b3b6c048a130c6
4e193c1991ble3147cefd7054
ad376255d94167746a6¢7b-CC
-8300-2014050212584218288
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Declaration of Use and/or Excusable Nonuse of Mark in Commerce under Section 8
To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

REGISTRATION NUMBER: 3424090
REGISTRATION DATE: 05/06/2008

MARK: METRO-POD

The owner, Michael D Linczyc, a citizen of Other, having an address of
20 South Terrace
Short Hills, New Jersey 07078
United States
is filing a Declaration of Use and/or Excusable Nonuse of Mark in Commerce under Section 8.

For International Class 043, the mark is in use in commerce on or in connection with all goods or services
listed in the existing registration for this specific class: Provision of hotel and restaurant services ; or, the
owner is making the listed excusable nonuse claim.

The owner is submitting one(or more) specimen(s) showing the mark as used in commerce on or in
connection with any item in this class, consisting of a(n) screen shot.
Specimen Filel
The registrant's current Correspondence Information: MATTHEW H SWYERS of THE TRADEMARK
COMPANY PLLC

SUITE 151

344 MAPLE AVENUE WEST

VIENNA, Virginia (VA) 22180

United States

The registrant's proposed Correspondence Information: Matthew H. Swyers of The Trademark Comapny
344 Maple Ave. West, Suite 151
VIENNA, Virginia (VA) 22180
United States

The phone number is 1-800-906-8626.
The fax number is 1-877-351-5480.

The email address is admin@thetrademarkcompany.com.

The registrant hereby appoints Matthew H. Swyers of The Trademark Comapny
344 Maple Ave. West, Suite 151
Vienna, Virginia 22180



United States
to submit this Declaration of Use and/or Excusable Nonuse of Mark in Commerce under Section 8 on

behalf of the registrant.

The phone number is 1-800-906-8626.

The fax number is 1-877-351-5480.

The email address is admin@thetrademarkcompany.com.

A fee payment in the amount of $100 will be submitted with the form, representing payment for 1
class(es), plus any additional grace period fee, if necessary.

Declaration

Unless the owner has specifically claimed excusable nonuse, the mark is in use in commerce on or in
connection with the goods/services identified above, as evidenced by the attached specimen(s) showing the
mark as used in commerce.

The signatory being warned that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or
imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. Section 1001, and that such willful false statements and the like
may jeopardize the validity of this submission, declares that all statements made of his/her own knowledge
are true and all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true.

Signature: /Matthew H. Swyers/  Date: 05/02/2014
Signatory's Name: Matthew H. Swyers

Signatory's Position: Attorney of Record

Signatory's Phone Number: 1-800-906-8626

Mailing Address:
The Trademark Comapny
344 Maple Ave. West, Suite 151
Vienna, Virginia 22180

Serial Number: 78539454

Internet Transmission Date: Fri May 02 13:05:24 EDT 2014
TEAS Stamp: USPTO/SECT08-97.67.147.154-2014050213052
4620877-3424090-50069b3b6c048a130c64e193
c1991ble3147cefd7054ad376255d94167746a6¢
7b-CC-8300-20140502125842182886
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ROUTING SHEET TO POST REGISTRATION (PRU)  Registration Number: 3424090

Serial Number: 78539454

RAM Accounting Date: 20140502 Total Fees: $100

RAM Sale Number: 3424090

Note: Process in accordance with Post Registration Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)

Transaction Fee Transaction Fee per Number Number of
Code Date Class  of Classes Classes Paid
§8 affidavit 7205 20140502 $100 1 |

Physical Location: 900 - FILE REPOSITORY (FRANCONIA)
Lost Case Flag: False
In TICRS (AM-FLG-IN-TICRS): True

Transaction Date: 20140502

Total
Fee

$100



Declaration of Use and/or Excusable Nonuse of Mark in
Commerce under Section 8

The table below presents the data as entered.

pputkadtai il e

REGISTRATION NUMBER 3424090
REGISTRATION DATE 1 05/06/2008
SERIAL NUMBER 1 78539454
; MARK SECTION
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Declaration of Use and/or Excusable Nonuse of Mark in Commerce under Section 8
To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

REGISTRATION NUMBER: 3424090
REGISTRATION DATE: 05/06/2008

MARK: METRO-POD

The owner, Michael D Linczyc, a citizen of Other, having an address of
20 South Terrace
Short Hills, New Jersey 07078
United States
is filing a Declaration of Use and/or Excusable Nonuse of Mark in Commerce under Section 8.

For International Class 043, the mark is in use in commerce on or in connection with all goods or services
listed in the existing registration for this specific class: Provision of hotel and restaurant services ; or, the
owner is making the listed excusable nonuse claim.

The owner is submitting one(or more) specimen(s) showing the mark as used in commerce on or in
connection with any item in this class, consisting of a(n) screen shot.
Specimen Filel
The registrant's current Correspondence Information: MATTHEW H SWYERS of THE TRADEMARK
COMPANY PLLC

SUITE 151

344 MAPLE AVENUE WEST

VIENNA, Virginia (VA) 22180

United States

The registrant's proposed Correspondence Information: Matthew H. Swyers of The Trademark Comapny
344 Maple Ave. West, Suite 151
VIENNA, Virginia (VA) 22180
United States

The phone number is 1-800-906-8626.
The fax number is 1-877-351-5480.

The email address is admin@thetrademarkcompany.com.

The registrant hereby appoints Matthew H. Swyers of The Trademark Comapny
344 Maple Ave. West, Suite 151
Vienna, Virginia 22180



United States
to submit this Declaration of Use and/or Excusable Nonuse of Mark in Commerce under Section 8 on
behalf of the registrant.

The phone number is 1-800-906-8626.
The fax number is 1-877-351-5480.
The email address is admin@thetrademarkcompany.com.

A fee payment in the amount of $100 will be submitted with the form, representing payment for 1
class(es), plus any additional grace period fee, if necessary.

Declaration

Unless the owner has specifically claimed excusable nonuse, the mark is in use in commerce on or in
connection with the goods/services identified above, as evidenced by the attached specimen(s) showing the
mark as used in commerce.

The signatory being warned that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or
imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. Section 1001, and that such willful false statements and the like
may jeopardize the validity of this submission, declares that all statements made of his/her own knowledge
are true and all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true.

Signature: /Matthew H. Swyers/  Date: 05/02/2014
Signatory's Name: Matthew H. Swyers

Signatory's Position: Attorney of Record

Signatory's Phone Number: 1-800-906-8626

Mailing Address:
The Trademark Comapny
344 Maple Ave. West, Suite 151
Vienna, Virginia 22180

Serial Number: 78539454

Internet Transmission Date: Fri May 02 13:05:24 EDT 2014
TEAS Stamp: USPTO/SECT08-97.67.147.154-2014050213052
4620877-3424090-50069b3b6c048a130c64e193
c1991ble3147cefd7054ad376255d94167746a6¢
7b-CC-8300-20140502125842182886
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ROUTING SHEET TO POST REGISTRATION (PRU)  Registration Number: 3424090

Serial Number: 78539454

RAM Accounting Date: 20140502 Total Fees: $100

RAM Sale Number: 3424090

Note: Process in accordance with Post Registration Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)

Transaction Fee Transaction Fee per Number Number of
Code Date Class of Classes Classes Paid
§8 affidavit 7205 20140502 $100 ] 1

Physical Location; 900 - FILE REPOSITORY (FRANCONIA)
Lost Case Flag: False
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Ten O'Clock News DMA: 1
WNYW-TV CH 5 (FOX) New York
02/01/2007 10:00 PM - 11:00 PM

00:43:53 TZ; Hotel Room: The Pod Hotel in Manhattan offers high style at low prices.
V; Interior hotel room. I; Unidentified Man, says prices start at 89 dollars. An 89 dollar
room includes bunk beds for two, a flat pancl TV, closct space and a washing station with
a shared bathroom. A room for 109 has it's own bathroom. Each room comes equipped
with an iPod docking station. V; IPod stereo. Toni Senecal reporting. 00:45:40
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WHAT’S HOT

Top 10 reasons to visit now

BY CHARLES PASSY
Palm Beach Post

NEW YORK — Perhaps more
than any major city, New York is
a work in progress. Every year
sees the opening of countless
restaurants, attractions and
points of interest, making this
sprawling metropolis a never-
ending source of delight to even
the most frequent of visitors.

Moreover, the very character
of the city changes over time:
Neighborhoods are revitalized,
new streams of immigrants
arrive, prime waterfront prop-
erty undergoes redevelopment.

With that in mind, we've
picked 10 things that are new
about New York.

‘Which is not to say the classic
New York destinations — the
Empire State Building, the Statue
of Liberty, Central Park —

*TURN TO WHAT’S HOT, 10J

shouldn’t be on your itiner-
ary,

But if you want to experi-
ence the here and now, con-
sider these as a starting
point,

e Spotlight Live: What's
better than becoming the
next American Idol? How
about performing in Times
Square for a potential audi-
ence of millions? That’s the
pitch behind Spotlight Live, a
multilevel club that promises
an experience akin to kara-
oke on steroids.

Here, you don't just sing
to pre-recorded tracks; you
have your own back-up
group of vocalists and danc-
ers join you on stage. And
your performance is beamed
directly to a JumboTron
screen on Times Square out-
side the club, plus streamed
on the club’s website.

Granted, if you're the shy
type, this isn't likely to be
your thing. But the club still

makes it worth your while,
For starters, you can always
opt to do your singing in a
private booth. And the club
ups the fun factor with a sur-
prisingly good restaurant
menu of comfort food gone
upscale: Think homemade
potato chips, mac-and-cheese
and cotton candy.

Best of all, prices are
within reason: There’s no fee
to sing (though you'll pay if
you want a keepsake record-
ing or video of yourself). And
bar and menu prices are
moderate, with several
entrees and offerings under
$20. (You'll need to spend at
least $25 per person if you
want to sit at one of the
tables close to the stage, but
there's no minimum at the
bar.)

Info: 1604 Broadway (at
49th Street); 212-262-1111;
www.spotlightlive.com.

¢ The New Greek and
Roman Galleries at the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art: The Met has no shortage
of artistic treasures, but some
of its “newest” ones have
actually been part of the
museum for decades (and are
themselves centuries old).

We're talking about the
statues, busts, wall paintings
and the like that are part of
the Greek and Roman collec-
tions, now housed in a stun-
ning new series of galleries
— a8 "“museum within a
museum,” as the Met bills it,
Art lovers will also appreci-
ate the fact that among the
6,000 works on display, dat-
ing from 900 B.C. to the
fourth century A.D,, are sey-
eral that haven't been seen in
generations,

The Met offers an audio
guide to the galleries for a
small fee.

Info: 1000 Fifth Ave. (at
82nd Street); 212-535-7710;

www.metmuseum.org; Sug-
gested admission: $20 for
adults, $15 for seniors, $10 for
students, free for children 12
and under.

e The Pod Hotel: With
room rates for many New
York hotels soaring well past
the $200-a-night mark these
days, visitors are hard-
pressed to find an affordable
option, let alone one that
adds a measure of hip urban
style to the equation.

Enter the Pod, a new Mid-
town lodging fashioned from
the former Pickwick Arms
m‘

The name might bring to
mind the Japanese-style
pods, which are more like
sleeping capsules than true
botel rooms, But these pods
are rooms — albeit, not much
bigger than a closet in many
instances. They do, however,
pack in such cool amenities
as LCD-screen televisions
and iPod docking stations.
(Some rooms have private
bathrooms, others have
shared ones.)

If you're looking to grab a
bite, the concierge puts out a
daily tip sheet with great

.ideas for funky .(and often

low-cost) restaurants to visit.
Room rates start at $89, but
be advised that the Pod's
priciest rooms can still climb
above the $200 mark.

Info: 230 E. 51st St.;
212-355-0300 or 800-742-5945;
www.thepodhotel.com.

e Broadway on the
cheap: It used to be that if
you wanted a discount ticket
to a Broadway show, your
only option was to stand on
line for hours at the TK'TS
booth and see what was
available.

But theatergoers now have
a new range of choices. For
starters, most shows now
have their own “rush" poli-
cies that allow you to buy a
ticket on the day of the per-
formance, sometimes for as
little as $20 for an orchestra



seat! (Check out the show-
by-show specifics at the
Talkin' Broadway website,
www.talkinbroadway.com.)

Other options include var-
ious savings codes, mailing
lists and student programs.
For a breakdown of not only
Broadway offerings, but also
Off Broadway and other per-
forming-arts ones, go to the
online Frugal TheaterGoer's
Guide to Discount Tickets
(Lttp://home.nyc.rr.com/fru
galtheatergoe).

e Rice to Riches: The
ice-cream parlor is an Ameri-
can institution. But a rice-
pudding parlor? Well, you
may not find one of those on
every street corner, but you
will find Rice to Riches in
New York’s always trendy
SoHo neighborhood.

This one-of-a-kind empo-
rium bas taken a Baskin-Rob-
bins approach to the classic
comfort food, offering about
20 different flavors with such
unique names as “Coconut
Coma,”" “Fluent in French
Toast" and "“Chocolate Chip
Flirt,”

And don't forget the top-
pings — not hot fudge or
sprinkles, but “Flourish”
(toasted pound cake) and
‘Heartthrob” (homemade
raspberry jelly), among oth-

ers. All this in a store with a
part-kitschy, part-futuristic
vibe. The prices run from
$3.75 for a six-ounce ‘diva”
serving to $35 for a party-
sized "Moby" container (top-
pings are extra).

Info: 37 Spring St.
(between Mott and Mulberry
streets); 212-274-0008;
www.ricetoriches.com.

e Ripley’s Believe It or
Not! Times Square: Sure,
there are Ripley's museums
(or "odditoriums," as they're
called) spread throughout
the country, including ones
in Key West, Orlando and St.
Augustine. But a Ripley's in
New York? Actually, Robert
Ripley, the collector and his-

torian of the oddball and
obscure, lived and worked in
the city for much of his life
and maintained a New York
museum through 1939 (a later
version existed in the early
'70s).

Now the entertainment
company that bears his name
has returned, with a multi-
story space right on 42nd
Street, the very heart of the
city.

It has all the usual Ripley
exhibits — on the world's
tallest man, the cruelest of
torture devices and the occa-
sional animal born with an
extra appendage, But the
New York “odditorium" also
boasts more of a high-tech,
video-age approach (and it
has an impressive collection
of 24 shrunken heads — more
than the American Museum
of Natural History, Ripley’s
publicity folks boast).

A visit won’t take much
more than an hour (and
unlike other tourist attrac-
tions, the museum stays open

til well into the evening,
9 a.m.-1 a.m. daily); admis-
sion is $24.95 for adults,
$18.95 for children.

Info: 234 W. 42nd St
212-398-3133; www.ripleys
newyork.com,

e Hudson River Park:
For decades, New York's
waterfront was an embar-
rassment. After the shipping
industry moved elsewhere,
the piers along the Hudson
River were largely aban-
doned and left to rot. The
water itself became a pol-
luted mess.

But slowly that waterfront
has been reclaimed by the
city and state, and, pier by
pier, it's being transformed
into a lively series of parks,
recreational centers and
green spaces.

It's called the Hudson
River Park, and it runs from
Battery Park to Midtown.

While much of it is still
under construction, several

stretches are open to the
public, including soccer and

other athletic fields at Pier 40
(Houston Street), an outdoor
movie theater and concert
venue at Pier 54 (14th Street)
and a great spot for sunning
at Pier 45 (Christopher
Street).

Would you believe the
park even has a few good
fishing areas? At Piers 46
{Charles Street) and 84 (43rd
Street), rods, reels and bait
are available. (Note that
many park activities are lim-
ited to the summer months.)

Info: www.hudsonriver
park.org.

e Uniqlo: It calls itself
the 'brand of the Rising
Sun,” and, sure enough,
Uniqlo is a unique window
into the world of Japanese
culture and fashion.

Now this clothing manu-
facturer and retailer, which
specializes in youth-oriented
casual wear (aka garb with an
attitude), has planted itself in
New York, with a global flag-
ship store in SoHo.

The store itself is a visual
delight, with exposed brick
walls and a glass elevator; it
even seems to have its own
soundtrack — namely, pul-
sating techno music,

But it's the clothing —
much of it affordably priced
— that catches your atten-
tion, whether you're talking
T-shirts with bizarre slogans
and intriguing graphics or a
Japanese robe-like garment
known as a yukata (“Not to
be confused with a tradi-
tional kimono,” the store
says).

Info: 546 Broadway; 917-
237-8800; www.uniglo.com.

e Gordon Ramsay at
the London: You may know
him as the crazed chef
behind the Fox-TV series
Hell’s Kitchen. But New
Yorkers now know him as
the latest star in their culi-
pary-mad city.

British chef Gordon Ram-



say has landed at the London,
a swank Midtown hotel.

You can enjoy his cuisine,
which blends French and
conlemporary elements, at
his namesake restaurant,
where an eight-course “Pres-
tige" menu runs $120, But a
more affordable and casual
alternative is Maze, his
adjoining "small plates" res-
taurant that offers a three-
course lunch for $35.

Among the midday meal
offerings, the red wine-
braised short ribs and Val-
rhona chocolate fondant with
green cardamom caramel,
sea salt and almond ice
cream are recommended,
And don't forget the drink
menu, Even at a pricey $16,
the Diablo Gordon Ramsay, a
whiskey-based cocktail with
a fiery kick of ginger beer, is

—

worth it.

Info: 151 W, 54th St
212-468-8888; www.gordon
ramsay.com/gratthelondon.

e The Lower East Side:
In a sense, this historic New
York neighborhood, where
hundreds of thousands of
immigrants settled in the
first half of the 20th century,
needs no introduction.

But while the Lower East
Side retains some of its clas-
sic New York elements — the
discount clothing stores, the
tenements, even one of the
last of the famous New York
delicatessens (Katz's) — it's
also become a hipster's
haven in recent years, with
trendy restaurants and bars,

One bar example: Nurse
Bettie (106 Norfolk St,,
917-434-9072, www.nursebet
tieles.com), a shrine to pinup
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girls of yesteryear.

The best way to experi-
ence it? Take a walk down
Orchard Street, where the
past and present happily co-
exist,

On one side of the street,
you'll find the Lower East
Side Tenement Museum (108
Orchard St., 212-431-0233,
www.tenement.org), where
you can learn a little about
the neighborhood’s history;
on the other, you'll find 11
Laboratorio del Gelato (95
Orchard St., 212-343-9922,
www.laboratoriodelgelato
.com), a small, sophisticated
shop that prides itself on
making some of the city's
best gelato and sorbets, with
flavors ranging from blood
orange to Greek yogurt.

TOMSIBLEY/WILK MARKETING COMMUNICAVIONS

NURSE BETTIE: This shrine to plnup girls of yesteryear Is just one of the trendy bars that have moved into the
Lower East Side,

Circulation: 342,432



-

September 28, 2007

Vacation Doc: Not Your Ordinary Hotel Room

1]2]3]| Next>
For a cheap and unique place to rest your head, stay in a “pod” or a “love” hotel—both concepts for

which we can thank Japan.
By Pauline Frommer

Related Destinations

By an odd set of circumstances, I was once seated next to the CEO of
the convenience store chain 7-Eleven at a dinner party. And over the
course of the evening, the conversation kept returning to Japan. It
seems that in the world of convenience store products, many of the
new ideas—like those little cans of syrupy cold coffee, and those
fluorescent-looking vitamin waters—are coming from the Land of the

Rising Sun.

Once I started thinking about it, I realized that, as with beverages, Japanese innovations are also
shaping the way Westerners travel. The trend started back in 1964, when the introduction of
Japan’s Tokaido Shinkansen made train travel cool again, and more importantly, super-speedy (at
close to 200 mph, there’s a reason it's known as the “bullet train”). Though we here in the U.S.
have been tragically slow to adopt this fuel-efficient technology, high-speed rail travel is now de
rigueur in Europe. Japanese influence is also felt in airports and malls across the U.S., where
teriyaki wings, sushi and big bowls of noodle soup are becoming almost as ubiquitous as burgers
and fries. But where we're really “turning Japanese” is in the world of accommodations, and that's
very good news for cost-conscious travelers.

From “capsule” to “"pod” hotels

In the 1980s, the Japanese took their bento box aesthetic and created what is now called the
“capsule” hotel. Aimed at drunk or tardy Japanese salarymen who missed the last commuter train
home, these warehouse-like hotels feature floor after floor of sleeping cubicles, stacked one on top
of the other. Depending on your point of view, the visual effect is either space-age or morguelike,
but inside the cubicles they're surprisingly comfy: large enough to sit up in, and equipped with a
TV. Since bathrooms are shared and the quarters are cramped, most capsules in Japan accept only
men. But for businessmen or male budget travelers who just need a place to crash, they offer clean,
convenient and affordable digs at about $40/night.

It took two decades for the capsule concept to come West, but in the last seven years or so, a
number of Occidental imitators have sprung up (albeit with many refinements, including coed rooms
and more space). Closest in ambiance are the easyHotel (www.easyhotel.com) properties, founded
by marketing genius Stelios Haji-Ioannou, the man behind easyJet, easyCruise and
easylnternetcafé. Featuring prefabricated, usually windowless, Day-Glo orange-and-white rooms,
the digs here are Lilliputian, with double beds a mere inch or so from the wall. Closetlike bathrooms



with shower, toilet and sink all in one (it gets pretty wet) complete the picture. But they're darn
cheap for London and Basel, Switzerland (the cities that currently have easyHotels; more are in the
pipeline), costing as little as $50/night for two people. (For the best rates, book months in advance;
prices go up the closer to the travel date you get.)

An airport-based, slightly more upscale version of the capsule hotel, Yotel (www.yotel.com), was
created by the folks behind the sushi chain YO! Sushi. Its smallest rooms are only 7 square meters
(22 square feet), but they cram into the space a bed (big enough for two small or very friendly
people), a 20-inch flat-screen TV, a bathroom with shower and even a fold-out work desk and stool.
The look is Jetsons, there’s even room service and prices start at about $50/night. Right now, there
are Yotels in the U.K. at both Gatwick and Heathrow airports, with a third opening in early 2008 in
Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport, and more are said to be on the horizon.

The Netherlands and Belgium are home to three Qbic Hotels (www.gbichotels.com), the high-
design, low-cost offspring of designer Philippe Starck. Set in Amsterdam and Maastricht,
Netherlands, and Antwerp, Belgium (the city centers, not the airports) they, too, hover in the
$50/night range. They'll have competition from the newest pod, Citizen M (www.citizenm.com),
which is expected to open at the Amsterdam airport on Oct. 31, and in central Amsterdam not long
after. According to their spokespeople, Citizen M’s (the name means “Citizen Mobile”) will soon open
in Paris; London; Berlin; Barcelona, Spain; Stockholm, Sweden; and more. The “Industrial Flexible
Demountable” rooms will be sized like those on a yacht, but feature such niceties as extra-large
beds, separate toilet and shower mini-pods (within the room), floor-to-ceiling windows and free
movies on the 26-inch LCD-screen TVs.

Here in the U.S., the “pod” concept has come to New York City with the Pod Hotel
(www.thepodhotel.com), where rooms start at just $89/night (amazing in a city where the
averagerate is now $300/night). I visited the pod when it was still under renovation and talked with
the folks there about the innovative ways they're making the most of these Lilliputian rooms. Some
have bunk beds, others feature singles wedged into one corner, and still others have queen beds—
but they're all cunningly designed so that you can store your luggage easily and hang out in comfort
(thanks to pop-out TV screens and reading lamps) in the wee rooms. The décor is cheery, with
primary-colored fabrics and Scandinavian-looking blond-wood-and-steel furnishings.

Art imitates love

A final innovation in the lodging world is Japan’s so-called “Love Hotels.” At their most basic, they’re
faceless places where lovers can meet for an hour or two. But many are elaborate fantasy palaces,
designed for staging involved sexual scenarios. They feature rooms created to look like medieval
dungeons, alien processing centers, igloos, carousels and even Spiderman’s lair.

While most hotels in the West aren’t taking such an unabashedly erotic approach to their marketing,
many are finding that fantasy rooms are a smart way to spruce up an older property. So they invite
local artists to transform what are often creaky older hotels into dazzlingly eccentric new ones, with
the help of paint, papier mache and chicken wire, and a lot of imagination. Because most of the
hoteliers recognize that the properties are still on the musty side, they don’t charge outrageous



rates to stay in these unique environments. And budget travelers have the fun of bedding down in a
faux pyramid, or a thousand leagues under the sea, for less than they’d pay in a boring old motel.

In the arts mecca of New York City, at least four hotels have taken this approach in some or all of
their rooms—The Carlton Arms (www.carlton-arms.com), The Gershwin
Hotel(www.gershwinhotel.-com), The Chelsea Hotel (www.hotelchelsea.com) and The Chelsea
Star Hotel (www.starhotelny.com). The results range from kooky to absolutely spectacular. I've
visited bedrooms designed to take you back to elementary school (complete with chair/desks and
chalkboards you can draw on); rooms with beds marooned in a fantasy forest with branches
overhanging the bed; a gorgeous Hindu temple plastered with murals of Ganesh and painted in the
jewel tones of India; and many others that were colorful, surreal and had themes only the artist
could explain. Best of all, you'll be paying as little as $29/night (at the Gershwin or Chelsea Star for
a bed in @ dorm room) to $109/night for a private double room (at all but the two Chelsea Hotels,
where the rates are a bit higher).

A similar approach is taken by the Artisan Hotel and Spa (www.theartisanhotel.com) in Las
Vegas, basically an aging motel made super-chic by the appropriation of paintings by the great
masters. Each room is named for a different artist. The walls of that room are crammed with large
and small reproductions of that artist’s work; the bedding and walls are in the same color palette as
the paintings. Rates are usually significantly lower here than they would be at hotels of the same
cool quotient on the nearby Strip, starting at about $99/ night.

There are plenty of other examples of artist-transfigured lodgings, such as the fabulous Hotel Fox
(www.hotelfox.com, from $140/night) in Copenhagen, Denmark; the new Hotel des Artes
(www.sfhoteldesartes.com), with specials as low as $294/week) in San Francisco; the Gladstone
Hotel (www.gladstonehotel.com, from $175/night) in Toronto; and the Hotel Pelirocco
(www.hotelpelirocco.co.uk, from $100/night) in Brighton, England. But part of the fun of these
places is finding them yourself, isn't it?

So domo arigato, Japan. And let's keep the innovations coming.

Pauline Frommer is the creator of the new Pauline Frommer guidebooks, geared towards budget-
conscious adults. Her book Pauline Frommer’s New York City was named best guidebook of the year
by The North American Travel Journalists Association. In addition, she won a Lowell Thomas Medal
from the Society of American Travel Writers for her magazine work. She co-hosts a weekly radio
show on travel with her father, travel expert Arthur Frommer, that’s heard on over 110 stations
nationwide.
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The News Journal

November 26, 2007

SavvyTravel

In the city that never sleeps, these cut-rate hotels pass the test

The Washington Post

What does $27658 buy? Plenty,
right? Not in New York, where that
sum |s merely the average cost of one
night In a hotel, Consider these alter-
natives.

Chelsea Lodge

318 W. 20th St. between Eighth and
Ninth avenues,
www.chelsealodge.com.

WHATWE PAII: 513842, including tax
Raams are $119 single, $129 double.

THE PROPERTY: Tired but tidy decar, but
In a great molghborhood.

OUR ROOME The first things we spotted
in our second-floor room, which locked
down on a pretty, tree-packed court-
yard, were the Hershey kisses on the
pillow. Nice. A twin bed against one
wall was neatly made with soft sheets,
and a flat-sereen TV sat on an old
chest of drawers. A fan on the tall ceil-
ing maved the alr nicelyaand a sink
had just enough space for afl our ¢oi-
letries.

The toflet ftself was down the hall, but
o complaints here about the surpris-
ingly spacious in-room shower. (0K,
we had to shimmy a little to avoid
dripping all over the bed when we
stepped out, but we're Mine with amy-
thing that avoids that awkward trek
to a shared shawer.

THE BATHROOM: Our floor had a pair of
well-stocked WCs, bath of which were
predictably tiny, with nondescript tile,
sparkrm; fixtures and a fan/Mighton a

WMDWE-BAW Absolutely.

Pod Hotel

230 E. 51st St between Second and
Third avenues, www.thepodhotelcom.
YWHAT WE PAID; $162.24, Including tax,
for a single pod with a shared bath.
{Rates can go as low as $89 for the
same unit) A bunk-bed pod witha
shared bath starts at $99, and queen
pods witha start at $149.

THE PROPERTY: With a lobby much

swankier than we'd imagined (sleek
furniture, soft lighting) and a more so-
phisticated, older crowd than the
prices would suggest, the Pod Hotel -
formerly the Pickyick Ars -~ makes a
good first impression. The streets sur-
roundling the Pod, in Midtown East,
are relatively sedate, and you're more
likely to bump into worker bees than
other tourists.

OUR RODME Durs was a sleek [ittle affair
- too big to call a closet, too small to
use for batting practice. A bullt-in
couchy/bed took up most of one side
and was attached to a desk holding an
iPod docking station (sweet). The IS-
inch flat-screen TV embedded in the
wall was larger than we'd expected,
and the wood shutters en the small
window were a classy touch. A tiny
sink in the room was perfect for tooth-
brushing and shaving, but afl the mir-
rors - no doubt to make the oom
seem bigger ~ were a bit much. We
loved the capious storage space (an
open-air closet, hooks evlrywhere,

large drawers tucked under the bed)
and the free safe. Coolest touch:
Lighted numbers above our door indi-
cated which bathroomns (there were
four on our floor) were available, so
we didn't need to pace around In our
flip-flaps.

THE BATHROOM: We walked about five
seconds down an empty hallway in
shorts and a T-shirt to shower; a gen-
erous pile of soft towels 1s provided in
each pod.

Never thought we'd say this about a
shared bath, but ... wow. Clean, mood-
Tly lit, spotiess and odor-free, the bath-
room boasted gorgeous Lile and was
awash in New Agey muslc from hidden
speakers.

WOULD WE GO BACK? You bet, though
we'd like to try a pod with an In-reom
bath naxt time - that $149 rate fora
queen |s just amazing.

Chelsea Star Hotel

300 W. 30th St. at Efghth Averwe,
starhotelny.com.
WHAT WE PAID: $115.74 for a double,

inchuding tax, but rates range from
$22.99 far a dorm room to $359 for a
deluxe apartment suite with private
hath (taxes extra).

THE PROPERTY: From the outside, the
Chelsea Star, a skip from Penn Station
and not much more to Midtown's main
attractions (Trmes Square, Central
Park, Rockefeller Center, etc.), has
minimal signage and a speakeasy mys-
tlque. International guests pulled from
a Benetton ad were checking i, log-
ging on (two computers are avaflable
for $2 per 20 minutes; also free WiFi)
and veqging out in the lived-In lounge,
which comes with a TV, boaks and hot
coffee until 11 am. An outdoor deck
with umbrella-covered tables stays
open year-round.

OUR ROOKE: The 16 single and double
roams with shared bath are campily
decorated, with such themes as
Coney Island, Esther Willlams and
*The King and 1" For both of our
stays, we were assigned the Shake-
speara room, which had a romantic
sweep of curtains over the bed and
etched prose on the wall, (Insomniacs
can memorize the ceffing-to-floor sen-
net) The room was mostly abeut the
mattress (covered in thin white
sheets); a TV suspended from the
ceiling, a tiny alcove with hangers
and a nightstand with a clock Lok up
the remaining space. In arare New
York moment, we actually were able
to open our window, a good Idea that
tumed tragic once rush hour kicked
inta gear, Otherwise, the hotel was
nearly as quiet as a nunnery.

THE BATHROOM: The batlhroom-to-
guest-room ratio Is about 1 to 4, but
there always seemed to be a line when
we wanted to use them That said, the
bathrooms are spaclous, mod and Im-
maculate.

WOULD WE GO BACK? In a snap, How-
ever, we would like to sleep in Orbit or
with Cher next time ~ no offense,
Shakespeare. We may also slightly ad-
just our bathroom habits — maybe
shower In the evening and forgo oty
midnight glass of water.

Circulation: 114,435
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Snug spaces, hlgh style for much, much less

Tiny hotel rooms m;:ﬁiﬁ”ﬁi% ﬁ*:
are a hot trend it om 39, s

i

Weala:l travelers have a new option for

or layover in one

ts: Yotel, a

Inw-msl. h -eonrepr i nd hotel”
inspired by first-class

ns today in Terminal 4 of London's

tenite.com
» Hotel 50; Compact rooms at this
£co- conschus hotel, launched Jast
mo tchurch, New aland.
include free Internet phone

from about $53 a wﬂhupﬁmd
Yotel, which launched Its first proper- $11 "servicing “%m
ty in London's Gatwick Alrport this » Tune Hotels;
from abo for ins, atthlsxirtsh redhutel
g%rs*ﬁ?br “&‘2"' b ““w 53 nid’tl.ﬂlﬂ.ghtmkandﬂrmﬂ
an a
cahmma ?m’f;uhm TuneHotels.com
and §1 &ﬂ. Amsterdams CitizenM
H’s!heli acanzlco!‘anewbrud bmind tﬁlr “mobile”) opens early in 2008.
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Modular hotels: Tiny space, big experience,
low price

By Christine Sarkis, SmarterTravel.com

Capsule hotels, pod hotels, overnight caskets: Whatever you call them, modular hotels, long embraced by Japanese
businessmen, have evolved into a hip and affordable travel option that has gained traction in parts of Europe and the
u.s.

The westernized pod-hotel concept offers more space than its Japanese counterpart—think cruise ship cabin, not
sleeping coffin. Plus, the modular rooms are generally built with double occupancy in mind, and many even have en-
suite bathrooms. Often stylish and priced well under nearby hotels, this new batch of modular hotels embraces sleek
design, efficient spaces, and integrated technologies such as Wi-Fi and flat-screen televisions.

Here's a review of the modutar hotel up-and-comers. And of course, if you'll be in Japan, you can experience the
original in cities such as Tokyo and Osaka. Find current exchange rates for hotel prices using USATODAY .com's
currency converter,

EasyHotel

Locations: There are three in London (South Kensington, Earl's Court, and Victoria); one in Budapest, Hungary; one
in Basel, Switzerland, and one to open mid-November 2007 in Zurich, Switzerland.

FIND MORE STORIES IN: London | Yotel | Amsterdam Schiphol

The scoop: Room types vary by location, but expect to find mostly six to seven square meter (75 to 97 square feet)
"small rooms™ (with or without windows) that come equipped with a private bathroom and shower, plus a flat screen
TV (though it costs £5 to get 10 channels). The slightly larger "standard rooms" offer the same amenities in an eight
to nine square meter space. Rooms at the London hotels start at £30 per night.

First impression: The London easyHotels' private bathrooms and clean new spaces are a step up from the typical
hostel at a comparable price.

Price check: A small room with no window at the easyHotel Victoria on November 7 was £35; a small room with a
window was £45.

Yotell

Locations: Yotel! at Gatwick Airport is now open in the International terminal. The Heathrow location (in Terminal 4)
opens later this autumn, and Amsterdam Schiphol opens in early 2008.

The scoop: Inspired by airplane cabin upper class suites, Yotel! is sticking to the theme and opening its capsule-style
hotels not just near airports, but actually in airports. With rates from £25, it's the cheapest glimpse into first-class
you'll find.

Yotel! offers two types of "cabins."” Standard cabins measure seven square meters (75 square feet), and include a
bed the website claims is large enough for two, bathroom with shower, work desk with stools, storage areas, free Wi-
Fi, and flat screen TV with programming that includes television, radio, games, internet, and current airport arrival and
departure information. There's an on-screen cabin service menu from which you can order food 24 hours per day.



Premium cabins have all the standard amenities plus more, including a bed that folds itself into a couch at the touch
of a button, bedside tables, and a fancier bathroom. And, at 10 square meters (108 square feet), it's a bit roomier.

You can book in four-hour increments or overnight. The airport location makes Yotel! a good option for layovers or
early-morning, late-night, delayed, or canceled flights. Rates for four hours start at £25 for a standard cabin, or £40
for a premium cabin, and additional hours cost from £5 for standard cabins.

First impression: Sleek and modular, the perks seem ideal for everyone from business travelers with early departure
times to exhausted vacationers waiting out flight delays.

Price check: An overnight stay on November 7 was available for £55.
Qbic

Locations: The first hotel is already open in Amsterdam. Hotels in Antwerp and Maastricht will open in early 2008.
Qbics are located in city centers.

The scoop: Design, novelty, and efficiency are the defining characteristics of Qbic Hotels' signature "cubi" rooms.
Cubis include extra-long beds, private bathrooms with designer touches, flat-screen TVs, work-and-dine spaces, and
free Wi-Fi, in rooms averaging a palatial (by modular standards) 30 square meters (323 square feet). You can even
change the color of your space to yellow, red, or purple by pressing a button. Rates start at 739 per night.

The hotel's lobby has a self-service check-in terminal, vending machines with food from local bakeries and caterers,
and a digital concierge with information about local restaurants and cinemas.

First impression: Stylish and well-equipped, and the dining area sets it apart from other pod hotels as a comfortable
place for a slightly longer stay.

Price check: For the evening of November 7, the rate was 779.
Pod Hotel
Locations: Just one in New York City's Midtown East neighborhood.

The scoop: Formerly the Pickwick Arms, the Pod Hotel's variety of room types suits a variety of travelers. Queen and
double rooms have private bathrooms and larger beds, while single and bunk rooms cost less and have shared
bathrooms. Clean minimalism with the occasional touch of bold color characterizes the rooms. True to its claim of
high style and high tech, all rooms have iPod docking stations, free Wi-Fi, and flatscreen TVs.

With advertised rates from $89 per night, New York City's Pod Hotel offers a more typical hotel experience than most
modular hotels beyond the rooms, with a concierge, lobby lounge, restaurant, and rooftop bar.

First impression: Though it calls its rooms "pods,” the sizes look comparable to the average New York City hotel
room. Based on a price check, it looks like rates can be a fair amount higher than the advertised lowest rate of $89,
though they seem in line with typical New York City hotel prices.

Price check: For the night of November 7, a single room with shared bathroom cost $159, and a double with private
bathroom $249.

Nitenite cityhotels

Locations: Just Birmingham, England, right now, though the coming soon list includes London, New York, and Berlin,
among other cities.



The scoop: Designed to "emulate the feel of a luxury yacht cabin,” the nitenite hotel in Birmingham strives for an
affordable and hip guest experience. All of its 104 guest rooms have en-suite bathrooms, flat-screen televisions, and
Wi-Fi. Standard double rooms are just under seven square meters (75 square feet). Rates start at £55 per night.

First impression: Sleek design and soothing lighting makes the rooms seem slightly larger than they are.
Price check: For the night of November 7, rates were £50, even cheaper than the advertised rate.
More modular, or just mod, budget hotels

The modular craze is part of a larger phenomenon of affordable boutique hotels. To the delight of travelers who don't
want to choose between affordability and style, hotels offering some combination of modern design, technology-rich
rooms, modular layout, and affordability are cropping up all over the place. Here are a few examples of hotels that
share one or more of the key characteristics of modular hotels.

fn London, you can find affordability, style, and technology at base2stay, which touts itself as a synthesis of boutique
and budget hotels. Its "aparthotel" rooms come equipped with mini-kitchens and wired workstations. Rates at this
Kensington hotel start at £89 per night. Also in London is the Hoxton Hotel, an "innovative new business hotel" with
cheap rates and an emphasis on style.

Big Sleep Hotels in Cardiff, Wales, and Cheltenham, England, dub themselves "design hotels at affordable prices.”
Rooms in Cardiff start at £58 and suites at £99. Standard rooms in Cheltenham start at £85.

And newcomer CitizenM, which will open its first location at Amsterdam Schiphol Airport in early 2008, will focus on
"affordable luxury for the people." CitizenM likens its rooms to those you'd find on a luxury yacht or private jet, placing
it more squarely in the module hotel category. Another soon-to-open modular hotel, Christchurch, New Zealand's
Hotel SO, will begin welcoming guests in late 2007, and promises flat screen televisions, Wi-Fi, MP3 music player
plug-ins, and high-quality bedding at rates from $89 NZ, double occupancy.

Expect to see more of these hotels pop up in cities in the coming years. The combination of good value, appealing
design, and high-tech amenities is sure to inspire a following among those willing to sacrifice a little space.

Read previous columns

SmarterTravel.com features expert travel advice and unbiased coverage of travel deals.

By Carl Court, Bloomberg News

The new Japanese-style Yotel! at London’s Gatwick Airport
1s now open In the International terminal. The Heathrow
location (in Terminal 4) opens later this autumn, and
Amsterdam Schiphal opens in early 2008. Here is a glance
of the Premium Cabin
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NYC hotels at a price that's right
BudgetTravel

(Budget Travel) -- New York City hotels charge nearly $300 a night on average. But with some persistence, it's possible
to book a far more affordable place that's central, comfortable, and -- sometimes -- even charming. Be sure to plan well in
advance. Most hotels recommend you make reservations at least one month before your arrival. Others encourage you to
book months ahead. Some hotels require a certain

minimum-night stay.

Some booking strategies

While not new, the blind-booking Web sites Priceline and
Hotwire are terrific sources for discounted rooms in
Manhattan (and elsewhere). These sites won't name the
hotel (or airline or car-rental company) you're working
with until your bid has been accepted and your credit
card has been charged. But rest assured, these sites

work with respected hotels, so you should receive a

quality room in Manhattan if you bid on three- and four- GOURTESY THEEOUIHOTED
star hotels. For help with your bidding, check out biddingfortravel.com and betterbidding.com, which are user's guides to

Priceline and Hotwire.

Be sure to consider mid-market national chains such as Hampton Inn and Courtyard by Marriott, which have been moving
into New York City. These hotels offer newly constructed buildings and often provide substantial breakfasts, unlimited
local calls and free Internet access in their lobbies. Best of all, these mid-market chains charge up to 30 percent less than

comparable local independents. For more info, read New hotels in New York City.

Still, there's the obvious trade-off; try as they might, hotel chains lack local character. If independently owned lodging with

some personality is what you want, consider Budget Travel's picks for affordable New York City hotels.

Don't Miss

BudgetTravel.com: 10 easy ways to save money
BudgetTravel.com: 10 celebrity-trashed hotel rooms
BudgetTravel.com: Winter blues? Ski deals, beach escapes and more

ABINGDON GUEST HOUSE

'Hood: The West Village, a downtown area with tree-lined streets and no skyscrapers. Landmarks include the Village

Vanguard jazz club and chef Mario Batali's Babbo.

First Impression: The English countryside meets the city in these two dainty, 19th-century town houses.



The rooms: Each of the nine rooms has tasteful features; the Garden Room, for example, has green walls, exposed brick

and an adjoining outdoor garden. Bathrooms are private, whether en suite or adjacent to a room.

Plus: Quiet and discreet, with no lobby or front desk, the Abingdon feels more like your own pad than a temporary

stopover.

Minus: The Abingdon has a strict check-in policy; you must arrive by your appointed time. There's a two-night minimum
stay on weeknights, and a four-night minimum stay on weekends.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in all rooms. (There's no public lounge.)

Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 21 Eighth Ave., 212/243-5384, abingdonguesthouse.com, doubles from $189,

THE CHELSEA LODGE

'Hood: Chelsea is a midtown, semi-residential district best known for its galleries that showcase contemporary visual art.

First impression: This picturesque, 22-room town house charms with its quirky decor, including large wooden geese

mounted to lobby walls.

The rooms: The immaculate rooms feel like country-chic escapes because of their rustic furniture and polished wood

floors.

Plus: Large windows, high ceilings and soothing colors open up the small rooms.
Minus: While there is a shower and a sink in every room, toilets are shared.
Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms and public spaces.

Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 318 W. 20th St., 800/373-1116, chelsealodge.com, doubles from $129.
THE COSMOPOLITAN HOTEL

'Hood: Tribeca, the Triangle Below Canal Street, is an area defined by residential lofts. It lures fewer tourists than nearby,

better-known SoHo.

First impression: This hotel works well for travelers who care more about their accommodations' address than the

ambience. The hotel feels generic and suburban, despite its name.

The rooms: The 125 small rooms have basic fumishings and just enough space to be comfortable without feeling puny.
Plus: The rooms' high ceiling fans add a homey touch to otherwise ordinary digs.

Minus: Chambers Street can be noisy. Ask for a room in the back of the hotel.

Free WI-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms and public spaces.

Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 95 W. Broadway, 888/895-9400, cosmohotel.com, doubles from $175.



HOTEL QT
‘Hood: Midtown, just down the block from the flash and frenzy of Times Square.

First impression: Hotel impresario André Balazs' magic touch is evident from the moment you step into the lobby of his
hotel. You check in at a funky, Euro-style kiosk stocked with fashion mags -- a glimpse of the lobby pool and swim-up har

beckons through a glass pane.

The rooms: The 139 rooms come in several configurations ("Platform bed or bunk beds?"). Heavy windows block out the

sounds from 45th Street.

Plus: A DJ spins five nights a week by the small pool and swim-up bar. A sauna, steam room, and tiny fitness room are

open all day and night.

Minus: The rooms will feel cramped, so Hotel QT is a good bet only for travelers who plan to max out their time in the

common areas or elsewhere in the city.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms. Expected to debut in public spaces this winter.
Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 125 W. 45th St., 212/354-2323, hotelgt.com, doubles from $265.
HOTEL 17

"Hood: Gramercy, whose leafy and quiet streets are bounded by 14th Street, Third Avenue, 23rd Street, and Park Avenue
South.

First impression: It's not hard to see why Woody Allen filmed Manhattan Murder Mystery here, given the glamour of the

hotel's old-fashioned, wood-paneled lobby and its narrow, winding corridors.

The rooms: The decor varies, but most of the 122 rooms maintain a stately, old-world feel, thanks to the muted color

palette, dark wood trim and mahogany beds and armoires.

Plus: The staff is exceptionally friendly and happy to volunteer travel info, such as where to find the best local restaurant

for a late-night bite.

Minus: Not all rooms have private bathrooms. Be sure to specify your preference when booking.
No free Wi-Fi

Credit cards accepted: MC, Visa.

Details: 225 E. 17th St., 212/475-2845, hotel17ny.com, doubles from about $120.

THE LARCHMONT HOTEL

*Hood: Greenwich Village, but five blocks away from Union Square, a busy shopping district that's home to artisans, street

performers, and the Greenmarket, a famous farmer's market.



First impression: The Larchmont strives to be a classy throwback by offering a lobby with dark furniture and windowed
counters. But its cheapish roots show through during check-in and checkout times, when the lobby typically gets crammed

with luggage.

The rooms: No-frills rooms are outfitted with basic bedspreads, light pink walls and rattan furniture that carries a faint
whiff of the Caribbean. Rooms have sinks, but bathrooms are shared. One exception: There is a family room that sleeps a

family of four and that has a private bathroom.

Plus: The Larchmont feels safe and secure. New guests have to be buzzed into the lobby; once they've checked in,

lodgers receive their own set of keys and can enter through a separate hall.
Minus: The modest rooms and shared bathrooms are reminiscent of dormitories.
Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in the lobby, café, and some of the rooms.

Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 27 W. 11th St., 212/989-9333, larchmonthotel.com, doubles from $109.
THE POD HOTEL

'Hood: This part of Midtown is brimming with restaurants and bars and is not far from Bloomingdale's, Central Park, and
the Museum of Modern Art.

First impresslon: The spacious lobby establishes the Pod's rep as a haven for the young and hip, with its funky murals,

asymmetrical couches and retro light fixtures.

The rooms: Colorful, mod-print linens brighten up the 360 sleek rooms. The tiny work spaces, brushed-metal sinks and

minuscule bathrooms (in most rooms) are marvels of efficiency.

Plus: The common areas make the place -- travelers can relax on the hotel's chic, outdoor patio and take in the bird's-eye

view from the roof deck.

Minus: The hotel has its name for a reason -- the rooms are tiny. Note: Single and bunk-bed rooms have shared
bathrooms.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms and public spaces.

Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 230 E. 51st St., 800/742-5945, thepodhotel.com, singles with shared baths from $89.
SECOND HOME ON SECOND AVENUE

'Hood: The East Village, a gritty zone that's home to many lively bars, cheap eats and NYU students.

First impresslon: Peaceful and private, with no lobby or front desk, Second Home feels like its name. A skylight spills

natural light into the airy duplex with wood floors. (The owner hates carpet.)

The rooms: New York properties are notorious for their small spaces, and that's why Second Home's five large rooms --
and high ceilings -- are such a refreshing surprise. Plus, no two rooms are the same; each has distinct flavor, such as

Peruvian or Caribbean.



Plus: Soundproof windows block out noise from busy Second Avenue outside.

Minus: Two of the rooms share a bathroom. And there's only a tiny sign outside the guesthouse. Look for the Body
Evolution studio, which shares the building. Enter through the red door. Also, there is a two-night minimum stay on

weeknights, and a three-night minimum stay on weekends.
Free Wi-FI? Yes, in guest rooms.
Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 221 Second Ave., 212/677-3161, secondhomesecondavenue.com, doubles from $132, includes taxes, coffee,

and tea.
Get the best travel deals and tips emailed to you and enter to win a free trip to Finland - CLICK HERE!
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CHARMING. FASHIONABLE NEW YORK HOTELS — At moderate price

Cblorful, mod-print linens brighten the Pod Hotel’s 360 sleek rooms

New York City hotels charge nearly $300 a night on average. But with some persistence,
it’s possible to book a far more affordable place that’s central, comfortable, and —
sometimes — even charming.

Be sure to plan well in advance. Most hotels recommend you make reservations at least
one month before your arrival. Others encourage you to book months ahead. Some hotels
require a certain minimum-night stay.

Some booking strategies

While not new, the blind-booking Web sites Priceline and Hotwire are terrific sources for
discounted rooms in Manhattan (and elsewhere). These sites won’t name the hotel (or
airline or car-rental company) you’re working with until your bid has been accepted and
your credit card has been charged. But rest assured, these sites work with respected
hotels, so you should receive a quality room in Manhattan if you bid on three- and four-
star hotels.

For help with your bidding, check out biddingfortravel.com and betterbidding.com,
which are user’s guides to Priceline and Hotwire.

Be sure to consider mid-market national chains such as Hampton Inn and Courtyard by
Marriott, which have been moving into New York City. These hotels offer newly
constructed buildings and often provide substantial breakfasts, unlimited local calls and



free Internet access in their lobbies. Best of all, these mid-market chains charge up to 30
percent less than comparable local independents.

Still, there’s the obvious trade-off: try as they might, hotel chains lack local character. If
independently owned lodging with some personality is what you want, consider Budget
Travel’s picks for affordable New York City hotels.

ABINGDON GUEST HOUSE

‘Hood: The West Village, a downtown area with tree-lined streets and no skyscrapers.
Landmarks include the Village Vanguard jazz club and chef Mario Batali’s Babbo.

First impression: The English countryside meets the city in these two dainty, 19th-
century town houses.

The rooms: Each of the nine rooms has tasteful features; the Garden Room, for example,
has green walls, exposed brick and an adjoining outdoor garden. Bathrooms are private,

whether en suite or adjacent to a room.

Plus: Quiet and discreet, with no lobby or front desk, the Abingdon feels more like your
own pad than a temporary stopover.

Minus: The Abingdon has a strict check-in policy; you must arrive by your appointed
time. There’s a two-night minimum stay on weeknights, and a four-night minimum stay
on weekends.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in all rooms. (There’s no public lounge.)

Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 21 Eighth Ave., 212/243-5384, abingdonguesthouse.com, doubles from $189.

THE CHELSEA LODGE

‘Hood: Chelsea is a midtown, semi-residential district best known for its galleries that
showcase contemporary visual art.

First impression: This picturesque, 22-room town house charms with its quirky decor,
including large wooden geese mounted to lobby walls.

The rooms: The immaculate rooms feel like country-chic escapes because of their rustic
furniture and polished wood floors.

Plus: Large windows, high ceilings and soothing colors open up the small rooms.

Minus: While there is a shower and a sink in every room, toilets are shared.



Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms and public spaces.
Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 318 W. 20th St., 800/373-1116, chelsealodge.com, doubles from $129.

THE COSMOPOLITAN HOTEL

‘Hood: Tribeca, the Triangle Below Canal Street, is an area defined by residential lofts. It
lures fewer tourists than nearby, better-known SoHo.

First impression: This hotel works well for travelers who care more about their
accommodations’ address than the ambience. The hotel feels generic and suburban,

despite its name.

The rooms: The 125 small rooms have basic furnishings and just enough space to be
comfortable without feeling puny.

Plus: The rooms’ high ceiling fans add a homey touch to otherwise ordinary digs.
Minus: Chambers Street can be noisy. Ask for a room in the back of the hotel.
Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms and public spaces.

Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 95 W. Broadway, 888/895-9400, cosmohotel.com, doubles from $175.

HOTEL QT
‘Hood: Midtown, just down the block from the flash and frenzy of Times Square.

First impression: Hotel impresario André Balazs’ magic touch is evident from the
moment you step into the lobby of his hotel. You check in at a funky, Euro-style kiosk
stocked with fashion mags — a glimpse of the lobby pool and swim-up bar beckons
through a glass pane.

The rooms: The 139 rooms come in several configurations ("Platform bed or bunk
beds?”). Heavy windows block out the sounds from 45th Street.

Plus: A DJ spins five nights a week by the small pool and swim-up bar. A sauna, steam
room, and tiny fitness room are open all day and night.

Minus: The rooms will feel cramped, so Hotel QT is a good bet only for travelers who
plan to max out their time in the common areas or elsewhere in the city.



Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms. Expected to debut in public spaces this winter.
Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 125 W. 45th St., 212/354-2323, hotelgt.com, doubles from $265.
HOTEL 17

‘Hood: Gramercy, whose leafy and quiet streets are bounded by 14th Street, Third
Avenue, 23rd Strect, and Park Avenue South.

First impression: It’s not hard to see why Woody Allen filmed Manhattan Murder
Mystery here, given the glamour of the hotel’s old-fashioned, wood-paneled lobby and its

narrow, winding corridors.

The rooms: The decor varies, but most of the 122 rooms maintain a stately, old-world
feel, thanks to the muted color palette, dark wood trim and mahogany beds and armoires.

Plus: The staff is exceptionally friendly and happy to volunteer travel info, such as where
to find the best local restaurant for a late-night bite.

Minus: Not all rooms have private bathrooms. Be sure to specify your preference when
booking.

No free Wi-Fi
Credit cards accepted: MC, Visa.

Details: 225 E. 17th St., 212/475-2845, hotell 7ny.com, doubles from about $120.

THE LARCHMONT HOTEL

‘Hood: Greenwich Village, but five blocks away from Union Square, a busy shopping
district that’s home to artisans, street performers, and the Greenmarket, a famous
farmer’s market.

First impression: The Larchmont strives to be a classy throwback by offering a lobby
with dark furniture and windowed counters. But its cheapish roots show through during
check-in and checkout times, when the lobby typically gets crammed with luggage.

The rooms: No-frills rooms are outfitted with basic bedspreads, light pink walls and
rattan furniture that carries a faint whiff of the Caribbean. Rooms have sinks, but
bathrooms are shared. One exception: There is a family room that sleeps a family of four
and that has a private bathroom.



Plus: The Larchmont feels safe and secure. New guests have to be buzzed into the lobby;
once they’ve checked in, lodgers receive their own set of keys and can enter through a
separate hall.

Minus: The modest rooms and shared bathrooms are reminiscent of dormitories.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in the lobby, café, and some of the rooms.

Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 27 W. 11th St., 212/989-9333, larchmonthotel.com, doubles from $109.

THE POD HOTEL

‘Hood: This part of Midtown is brimming with restaurants and bars and is not far from
Bloomingdale’s, Central Park, and the Museum of Modern Art.

First impression: The spacious lobby establishes the Pod’s rep as a haven for the young
and hip, with its funky murals, asymmetrical couches and retro light fixtures.

The rooms: Colorful, mod-print linens brighten up the 360 sleek rooms. The tiny work
spaces, brushed-metal sinks and minuscule bathrooms (in most rooms) are marvels of

efficiency.

Plus: The common areas make the place — travelers can relax on the hotel’s chic,
outdoor patio and take in the bird’s-eye view from the roof deck.

Minus: The hotel has its name for a reason — the rooms are tiny. Note: Single and bunk-
bed rooms have shared bathrooms.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms and public spaces.
Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details: 230 E. 51st St., 800/742-5945, thepodhotel.com, singles with shared baths from
$£89.

SECOND HOME ON SECOND AVENUE

‘Hood: The East Village, a gritty zone that’s home to many lively bars, cheap eats and
NYU students.

First impression: Peaceful and private, with no lobby or front desk, Second Home feels
like its name. A skylight spills natural light into the airy duplex with wood floors. (The
owner hates carpet.)



The rooms: New York properties are notorious for their small spaces, and that’s why
Second Home’s five large rooms — and high ceilings — are such a refreshing surprise.
Plus, no two rooms are the same; each has distinct flavor, such as Peruvian or Caribbean.

Plus: Soundproof windows block out noise from busy Second Avenue outside.
Minus: Two of the rooms share a bathroom. And there’s only a tiny sign outside the
guesthouse. Look for the Body Evolution studio, which shares the building. Enter
through the red door. Also, there is a two-night minimum stay on weeknights, and a
three-night minimum stay on weekends.

Free Wi-Fi? Yes, in guest rooms.

Credit cards accepted: AmEx, MC, Visa.

Details; 221 Second Ave., 212/677-3161, secondhomesecondavenue.com, doubles from
$132, includes taxes, coffee, and tea.
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Where can a group blow off steam?

LINE UP THE PINS Get rid of some excess energy by
bowling at 300 New York, an alley revamped In May
a1 Chelsea Fiers. The waterfront facility has 4o [anes,
alounge, 3nd arcade games, There's plenty Lo vat
there, tao, and if yau want to separaie your group
from the crowd, book the private room In the rear,
which has eight lanes and its own bar. (Pier 6o, be-
{ween 23rd §t, and the West Side Hwy, 212.835.2695.
yww.3oonewyark.com)

Amisterdam Billiands

MIX A TUNE Let your team play D) at Dubspot, a D),
W), and electronlc music production academy In the
West Village. The venue opened in December 2006
and offers a range of classes for baginners, from
mixing and scratching 100 to creating a song fram,
well, scratch. The eight statlons In the studlo can
accommodate as many as 20 people. Group classes
start at $1z5 per pesson far a two-hour session. (348
West 14th 58, B77.382.7768, www.dubspot.com)

FIND AN HERBAL REMEDY For a more Zen ap-

SHOONKER "EM Amsterdam Bliltards & Bar is a proach ta relasation, ga for tea at the T Salon in the

popular poal hall that opened In January 2007 with  Chelsea Markel. This new branch of irlam Novalle's

upscale furnlshings: aak panellng, Orfental rugs. specialty tea store

plush couches, and a so-foot zing bar. The venue apened in May and

tan arrange for pool-table rentais and an open bar  has bamboo ceilings

for groups 0110 10 20, 0f parties of 500 can lake and floors; it sefves

over the entire space. (110 East ith St 12.005.0333.  Snachs as well asten- |

wyewamsterdambllliardciub.com) based cocktaits and |
offers more than 20a

BOND DY THE BIG S5CREEN In warm weather treal  types of loose-leaf

your team Lo an allresco movle al the outdoor teas. Groups of 100

BArden café of the Pod Hotel, Just off the lobby can take over the en-

lounge of the budget-friendly hotel, and enclosed Lire venue and enjoy

by surrounding buildings, Lhe cazy nook opened private afterncon tea

last summer and has a15- by 20-foot movie screen,  servie. (75 Ninth Ave,
plenty of seating, and potted plants. (230 East sist 1122432250, WWW.
St,312355.0300, www.thepodhotel.com) tsalon.com) 1 salon

| Who's Going

| ON BIZBASH,COM

. Find evenl vendors or search for

Where

LG Mobile Phones sponsored the
VH Save the Muslc Foundation's
10th anniversary gala In September.
The event, hanoring Blll and Hillary
Clinlon, was held at the Tent at Un-
¢coln Center. One of the largesl event
spaces In Manhattan, the 211,000~
square-foot tent Is avallable from
late March until early June; 1t holds
2,000 for receptions {West fiand St
at Amsterdant Ave,, 212.755.8300,
wwwilincolncenter.org)

The Amerlcan Cancer Society hosted
a dinner dance in May on the reof
of the St, Regls Hotel. The 4,300-
square-foot venue holds 230 for
receptions and can be combined
with the penthouse. The 256-room
hotel betow has 15,000 square

foet of event space. (2 East sgth St
212,753.4500, www.slregis.com)

Big names in tennis came
together forthe 27th an-
nual Legends Ball honor-
ing the 2007 Hall of Pame
induction class (which
included Pete Sampras)

at Cipriani 42nd Street in
Septernber, The 13,000-
square-foot space seats

soo or holds 2,000 for
receptions. (110 East 42nd
St., 212.499.0599, www.
cipriani.com)

The New York Jets sponsored & din-
ner and auction to lse money for
hunger In May. The event taok place
at Guastavine's, a 25,000-square-
feot space Lhal holds 2,200 guests
under its elegant granite arches and
vauited celilng. (409 East 5gth St.,
212.980.2711, wiww.guastavinos.com}

Bentley hosted the North American
debut of Its new coupe at the Boat-
house in Central Park in April. The '
venue |s the anly place in Manhat-
tan to host an affair by the lake: the
Laka Reom seats 300 or holds so0
for receptions. (East 72nd St.and
Park Drive North, 212.517.2233, wwwe.
centralparkboathouse.com)

venues by nelghborhoad in our
comprehensive resource directory. |
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LATIN HYMN

Renownad phatographer Olivier F8llmi travaled

through the Amazonian ralnforest to the Atscama
Desort to experh the diverse land and
reorlu of Latin America, Filimi shares his travels
n his latest book, Latln America (Harry N. Abrama
1Ine, $55), whose colorful, oversized pages are as
vlbrant as the emotlons F8lim) captures, The bost
part: double gatel‘old pacghes that open ta reveal

ing | su

STYLE == vaLuE

; as Pal in Chlapas,
Muxico, Info: 80D-927-6860 or www.hnsbooks.com.

~Kelly Mock 1

Hangin

CONCH, IF YOU LOVE

SCULPTURE

Should you encounter 8 12-

faut-tall Loch Nass monster

in Key West, Florida, its not
wur third Rum Runner talkin
t's time for Sculpture Key

1| West, The hrst exhibit at

|| West Martella Tower starts

January 20-and It's free.

And the second exhlbit starts

February 24 at Fort Zachary

Taylor State Park, whare you

can walk or ride your blke and

pry just 51,50 to get in, Both

shows run through Apell

1%, Info: 305-295-3600 or

wwwn.sculpturakeywest.com.

-
Hotel

POCKET-SIZED
In New York
City, where space |s always at & pramium, The Pad Hotel
(230 East 513t Straet) offers rooms as snugly engingered
as cablns on a (rocket) ship, Expect trendy touches like
Ihome piayers, freeWi-Fl, bullt-In storage systems and
rain showars, Rates start at $99, double accupancy=far @
room with bunk beds, Info: B00-742-5945, 212-355-0300
or www.pickwickarms.com.—J.L

¢TRAVELING is not just
seeing the NEW; it is also
leaving BEHIND. 9

—JANMYRDAL

50

UVI CUTIE
Why did we buy this tacky coffee cup with
the Leaning Tower of Plsa handle (€5 or
US57.30)7 Simple: Our tour
o, of Plsa, Ttaly's Campo dei
Miracall started early—~
vary early, We ware the
firstones there to see the
tower, comlcally crooked
beside the Duomo and the
Baptistry. We needed coffes,
and we got the next best
thing, It's cute, right? Tnfo:
torre.duomo.plsa.it.

ASPOT 0’ TEAT

Cue Handel's *Hollelujah Chorus? Finally, a Wab site that of fers
Britaln's very best. Britainshnest.co,uk dispatches “teams

of Inspectors® to select venues for its *Historic Houses,! *Gardens®
and “Hotals of Excellenco” And only four o frve stars will do. Once
you've chosen that cozy cottage-turned-86B, then check out the
correspanding road map with photos, contact detalls, prices and

s coreogmabort - BRITAIN'S FINEST
Sterlingl e e
14 Sky 1anuary 2008
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Squeezing inn at two airports

By John Lee | Special to the Tribune
January 13, 2008

Hotels rarely brag about their tiny rooms, but at Yotel -- a quirky concept sleepover at London's
Gatwick Airport and a recently opened second outlet at London's Heathrow -- small is very
definitely in vogue.

An offshoot of Britain's popular Yo! Sushi restaurant chain, the sci-fi-style approach is aimed at
transiting airline passengers or those who simply want to rest before or after their flights.

Guests at the subterranean Gatwick property stay in compact pod cabins, complete with cozy

. beds, shower units and a plethora of traveler-friendly features. And with rooms costing as little as
(British pound)25 (about $50 at the current exchange rate of 2 to 1) for a four-hour block, you

- should have plenty of spare cash to trawl the surrounding airport shops.

My stay began at the glass-encased check-in desk, accessed via an elevator in the South
Terminal, where | was greeted by eager staff dressed like Star Trek crew members, One of the
smiling Trekkies escorted me along the purple-hued, ambient-lit corridor before ushering me into
my minuscule cube room.

Like a futuristic railcar sleeper compartment, the 75-square-foot cell had a bathroom along one
side -- a minimalist all-in-one with an excellent shower, a square toilet unit and a sink just big
enough to wash your hands one at a time.

Opposite the bathroom, the bed was enclosed in a vinyl-lined shell - part-padded cell, part-
doorless cupboard -- accessed several feet off the ground via a flip-out step. On the wall,
between the bathroom and bed, was a fold-out table, mirror, hanging hair dryer and overhead
luggage rack.

Climbing to test the bed, | stretched out and flicked through the cable channels on the wall-
mounted TV just beyond my toes -- movies are available for a (British pound)5 fee ($10) per
movie -- then accessed the free-use Internet with the keypad provided. Gratis wireless is also
offered for those packing their own laptops. With no windows, the room had a cocooning, cave-
like ambience that was ideal for snoozing.

Despite the design pluses, not all was perfect in my standard-class Yotel room. The main
drawback was lack of storage. Although the bed appeared to be mounted on a box that could
have stowed large suitcases, this space was deployed by the adjoining cabin for its bed area.

Advertised as being suitable for two, these standard beds are quite narrow -- even skinny couples
would have to be locked together all night to prevent rolling onto the floor. You'd also have to
know each other quite well since the bathroom is behind a peek-a-boo glass screen. In addition,
there was no rail for hanging wet towels -- | improvised by stringing mine between the soap
dispenser and the control for the shower.

Yotel's larger (and pricier) premium rooms solve many of these issues by providing under-bed
stowage and wider mattresses. They also include iPod docks and a seat for those fold-out tables,
ensuring business travelers don't have to prop themselves up in bed to work from their laptops.



No matter what class you pay for, Yotel's on-screen food menu provides room service for
everyone. Strangely, there's no sushi on offer but there are plenty of snacks (all (British pound)2)
and a few entrees like lamb curry and steak pie ((British pound)6 to (British pound) 8 1/2).

Rather than eating in my high-tech hole-in-the-wall, though, | headed out blinking into the terminal
and trawled the sandwich sellers, coffee shops and Krispy-Kreme doughnut joints, hoping | would
still fit through the door of my mini-room once | returned.

IF YOU GO
YOTEL DETAILS

Yotel is in the international arrivals hall at Gatwick Airport's South Terminal and in Terminal 4 at
Heathrow. Standard rooms are from (British pound)25 ($50) for four hours and (British pound)55
($110) per night ((British pound)40 and (British pound)80 for premium rooms; $80 and $160,
respectively). In standard rooms, beds are 6 1/2 feet long by 3.3 feet wide. Beds in premium
rooms are the same length, but 4.3 feet wide. 011-44-20-7100-1100; htip://iwww.yotel.com .

With similar rooms and pricing, a Yotel is planned for later this year at Amsterdam's Schiphol
Airport.

OTHER OPTIONS

Yotel isn't London's only small-concept property. First out of the gate in 2005, Kensington's
EasyHotel is a converted mews building with 34 mostly windowless rooms offering basic
amenities for prices starting at (British pound)25 ($50) per night. The chain has since opened
additional branches in the city's Victoria and Earls Court areas. 011-44-20-7216-1717;
http://www.easyhotel.com

Higher up the scale, Base-2-Stay opened earlier this year in Kensington and offers small rooms
with designer flourishes, optional kitchenettes and nightly rates from (British pound)89 ($178). All
rooms have air conditioning and flat-screen TVs, and guests can access a nearby health club.
011-44-20-7244-2255; hitp://iwww.base-2-stayhotel.co.uk

Other cities have also homed in on the small-is-beautiful vibe. Amsterdam-bound travelers can
squeeze in at Qbic, a designer pod property with a Yotel-like futuristic look. Rooms start at 39
euros ($57), and additional outlets in the Netherlands are planned for Antwerp and Maastricht.
011-31-43-321-1111; hitp://www.qgbichotels.com

Closer to home, there's New York's Pod Hotel at 230 E. 51st St., where rooms start at $99. The
wide array of configurations here includes singles, doubles and bunk-bed quarters, and each
room features flat-screen TVs and iPod docking stations. 800-742-5945;
http://iwww.thepodhotel.com

-- John Lee
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NEW YORK CITY

Cut the costs of a N.Y. visit

By Krislin Jackson
SEATTLE TIMES

NEW YORK - We sat in the big yellow taxi, immobilized in Manhattan
gridlock. The taxi driver sighed heavily, then asked if | minded if he
honked his horn.

"Go for it," | replied. He gave a long, angry blast. We both felt better,
although, of course, it didn't make the traffic mess any better.

In a fall visit to New York City, that was the only unruliness | came
across - a taxi driver who asked before he ignored the city's no-honking
law.

Once a capital of crime and rudeness, the city has become a kinder,
cleaner and more law-abiding place.

How nice have New Yorkers become? As | studied my city map on subways and street corners, locals
approached me three times to ask whether they could help. Service at restaurants was quick and polite.
Streets are safer: | walked through Times Square at midnight, strolled the Lower East Side, and lingered in
the fall sunshine in Bryant Park. On my first visit decades ago, those were drug- and crime-ridden places
that | avoided.

What's made the city nicer? Tougher policing, especially a crackdown on petty crimes; more prosperity and
jobs; and perhaps the lingering aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attack, which brought New Yorkers
together.

Whatever the reasons (and some locals bemoan the dwindling of the gritty, working-class side of the city),
it's much more welcoming to visitors.

There is, however, one big problem: Manhattan hotels are staggeringly expensive and often booked solid;
the city is booming with about 44 million visitors a year. Here are suggestions on saving money on hotels,
and other tips on visiting New York:

When to go

Prime time is September through December, with new plays and Broadway musicals, new museum exhibits,
good weather in early fall, and lots of holiday fun from Thanksgiving to New Year's.

But it's also the busiest and most expensive time of the year for hotels, with prices spiking sky-high around
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

For the lowest hotel costs, go in January and February, when tourism drops off and hotels drop their rates,
often by a third or more. The weather is crummy, but it's easy to escape the cold in museums, shops,
theaters and nightspots. And the crowds are thinner.

Spring has good weather, but hotel rates are higher than in winter. Summer is sticky-hot and jammed with
tourists, and hotel rates stay high.

Getting around



Use the subway, buses or taxis. Don't even think of renting a car. Manhattan street parking is like gold dust;
hotel garages charge about $50 a night, and traffic congestion is awful. From Newark and JFK airports, use
the airport buses and subway/commuter trains to get into city. | goofed and took a cab to Newark airport. It
took almost two hours because of spectacular gridlock (it's a 40-minute trip in lighter traffic), and it cost $88.
At least a cab from JFK airport to Manhattan is a flat rate of $45 (plus any tolls). Get airport transit
information at www.panynj.gov.

Must-see sights

Central Park. Take a break from the nonstop action of New York streets amid the park's 843 acres of
greenery. lts Strawberry Fields area has a peaceful garden and the Imagine memorial in honor of John
Lennon, the Beatle who lived by the park and was murdered outside the Dakota in 1980. Bethesda Terrace,
with outdoor stairways and promenades, draws street performers. Or just stroll the miles of paths, rent a
bike, take a rowboat or gondola ride around the park’s little lake.

www.centralparknyc.org.

Metropolitan Museum. Egyptian mummies, Rembrandt portraits, impressionist paintings - there's
something for anyone at this grand and elegant museum. It's open Saturday evenings for those who want a
different night on the town. Fifth Avenue and 82d Street; 212-535-7710, www.metmuseum.org. For 20th-
century and contemporary art, head to the Museum of Modern Art, 53d Street between Fifth and Sixth
Avenues; 212-708-9400, www.moma.org.

World Trade Center site. Just across from the where the twin towers stood, families of victims of the Sept.
11 terrorist attack have helped set up Tribute WTC, a small visitor center. Its heart-wrenching displays
include a firefighter's charred uniform, videos of the airplane strikes, and copies of the missing-person
posters that blanketed Lower Manhattan. Daily walking tours are led by survivors and relatives of victims.
120 Liberty St.; 1-866-737-1184, www.tributenyc.org.

Empire State Building. The New York icon has stunning views - and crowds. Go early in the morning to
beat the tour buses, and buy your ticket online to avoid the ticket-purchase line; you'll still need to line up for
a security check. Ignore the many souvenir booths (including overpriced photos) as you wait for elevators up
to the observation deck on the 86th floor. Fifth Avenue at 34th Street; www.esbnyc.com.

Bryant Park. A perfect place for people-watching in the heart of Midtown. There's a free ice-skating rink in
winter and free wireless Internet access (popular in warm weather with hundreds of people who lounge on
the park's wrought-iron chairs and benches). Next month, the block-square park will host Fashion Week
shows in huge tents, drawing an ultra-stylish crowd; last fall, the Sex and the City movie was filming in the
park. Between 40th and 42d Streets and Fifth and Sixth Avenues; the imposing New York Public Library
edges the park. www.bryantpark.org.

Places to stay

Midtown Manhattan, which includes Broadway theaters, Times Square and the Empire State Building, is the
most convenient area for most visitors. It's packed with hotels and, as the name suggests, is in the middle of
everything.

Book way ahead. | started looking for a Midtown hotel more than a month before my mid-October trip and
found few vacancies except for luxury rooms costing more than $500 a night.

An old-fashioned Midtown favorite, the Hotel Metro (212-947-2500, www.hotelmetronyc.com), was booked
solid. | tried, with no luck, to get one of the truly tiny rooms at the Pod Hotel. Prices start at about $100 a
night for a Pod mini-room that's barely bigger than a queen bed. That's a deal by Manhattan standards (1-
800-742-5945, www.thepodhotel.com).

I ended up at a Marriott chain hotel, the Residence Inn Times Square (1-888-236-2427, www.marriott.com),
with an excellent Midtown location. My large, comfortable room had a king bed, sofa bed, kitchenette, and
peekaboo view of nearby Bryant Park. The room rate includes a big buffet breakfast and a pasta buffet on
some nights. A room like mine was a pricey $479 a night; it drops to $199 in late January. By Manhattan
standards, that's a good price for a good room.



Chain hotels have popped up throughout Manhattan. They lack the charm of older hotels but offer the
reliability of newer, standardized rooms. Older New York hotels can be a room lottery - will you get lucky and
get a nice room, or a cramped, worn one that faces a brick wall? Other chain hotels in Manhattan include
Hampton Inn, Holiday Inn Express, La Quinta, Hilton Garden Inn, Embassy Suites, and Marriott's Courtyard
Inn. Just be ready for sticker shock, since they often charge more than double the rate of such hotels in
other cities.

Need a real budget option? The Hosteling International New York hostel (212-932-2300,
www.hinewyork.org) is farther from the action, on the Upper West Side, but rates start at $29 a night for a
bunk in a dorm room. The West Side YMCA has a great location, by Central Park; rooms are small and very
basic, with shared baths, and cost about $100 a night (212-875-4100, www.ymcanyc.org/westside).

Get information on hotels through NYC & Company, the city's tourist promotion office (212-484-1200,
www.nycvisit.com). An online resource for visitors' comments on hotels is Trip Advisor,
www.tripadvisor.com.

Hotel deals

Hotel rates vary by day as well as season; Sunday is the cheapest night of the week, because weekenders
have gone home and business travelers haven't arrived. To boost occupancy, about 40 Manhattan hotels
offer a Sunday-night discount. Called Sunday Stays, rooms are reduced 20 percent or more and include
perks such as free breakfast and a free cocktail. It's run with NYC & Company(212-484-1200,
www.nycvisit.com). Always ask about other price breaks - many hotels give AAA, AARP, corporate and
military discounts.

Priceline is another option. Bid on a room in a certain category of hotel at www.priceline.com; you find out
the specific hotel after making a nonrefundable payment. Priceline works best in slow periods (such as
January and February) when New York hotels have empty rooms and are willing to fill them at discounted
prices. One drawback: If you need a two-bed room, there's no guarantee you'll get one. Hotwire.com has a
similar room-discount program.

One way to beat the high hotel prices is to stay outside Manhattan, but much of the pleasure of a New York
visit is being in the heart of the city.

Theater deals
You don't need to pay $100 for a good seat at a Broadway musical. Get discounted theater tickets through:

The Times Square TKTS ticket booth has same-day discounted tickets for up to 50 percent off
(www.tdf.org). Because of construction, the ticket booth is temporarily at the Marriott Margquis Hotel on West
46th Street, off Broadway. Or get a membership in the Theatre Development Fund, which runs the
discount booth, so you can buy discounted tickets online.

Playbill and Theatermania offer discounted tickets in advance for Broadway and Off-Broadway shows
(www.playbill.com, www.theatermania.com).

Broadway tickets also are available through StubHub, a ticket-resale Web site (www.stubhub.com).
Cheaper eats
You could spend a lifetime eating in Manhattan and splurge at countless elegant restaurants.

To eat more cheaply, head to small ethnic places. | went twice to a Midtown Korean restaurant, Cho Dang
Gol, at 55 W. 35th St., which had excellent dinners for about $20 per person.



Search for restaurants (and reviews) through the New York Times Web site by type of cuisine, location and
price (www.nytimes.com/pages/dining). Or check the New Yorker magazine's reviews
(www.newyorker.com/arts/food/index).
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Pod Hotels

If you don’t mind sleeping in a tiny hotel room, you could save a lot of money on your
next trip.

Something called a “pod hotel” offers small rooms with no frills, at low prices, and often
in central locations.

You may have seen images of the stereotypical Japanese pod hotels, with miniscule
cubicle rooms designed for business travelers on the go.

Now, several international brands are following the trend. The Pod Hotel in midtown _
New York, offers “pods” with shared baths for as little as $89 a night. Rooms with

private baths start at $139.

At Heathrow and Gatwick airports, you can rent a room at Yotel from $51 to $82 dollars

for four hours, and $10 per hour after that. The room includes a bed, bathroom with

shower, and free Wi-Fi.

In the centers of Zurich, Budapest and London, you can find casyHotcls for about $89
dollars per night.
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Travel

SUNDAY, MAY 4.2005

READERS’ PICKS>NEW YORK

A Room With a 1ew (Maybe) in Gotham

0P reador suggesiions on visliing

Now Yorl, compiled [rom user

comments on the Travel section’s

Web siie. You can rend more

comments, as well 85 post yoirr
awn, on this and other citios, nt nytimes
Koni/iravel.

WHERE TO STAY
On the 1 Vst Slile, the [ ureme
(301 Wost T9th Street; 21246751000, 800-
482-8122; wiav thelicorneliotelcom) s
Rreal hotel, 1 have stayed thive sevs
tin'm unr tho years, It is one block
subway, two blocks [rom
ﬁm '5 lml {hree blocks froim Central
and 1he Amercan Musaum of Nat-
ural History! it is cloan and modern and
the stalf Is friendly and helplul The
aren has saverl gond restalrnts with:
in & few blocks and some quirky shops
1o browse in close by,
; Postecd by Pamatla Pt
AS crazy as t sounds, the Eeono
Lodge Timos Sguarn {502 Wesl 47th
Swreet; 212.2461961; www,econolodge
com) is a great hotel. Twa yearx ago 1
nesdad a placo to stay on a whim and 1
stumbled on it Yes, the rooms are very
simull, laut il has a greal shower and if
vou are notentertaining peaple (s fine.
Also, housekeeping puls |ltie warer dot-
Ues and bags of ¢hips for free every duy
when they clean. I found a room for
S111.99 2 night. This is a real gem Il you
can stand a very small room.
Posivd by John Tackelf
Just relurnied from six days in NYC.
My doughter and | stayed ot the Pod
Hotel (230 East Sist Stucut; 212:355-
0300, BOO-742-5645; www.thepodhotel
«com} at 5)5t & Third. Had o bunk bed-
room; own TV and light al exch bed.
Comfy and very clean. Grear alr-conti-
lioning. Fanlastic locaiian. So much
within walking distance; cafes, stores,
subwny. Four bnthrounes/stowers
Noar, with light in room leiting you
know which was cccupicd. Nover had Lo
with. Batlirooins very chean (one liad a
sauna). Hotel alsy has rapms with pri-
vate baths, but burk room was econom-
Ical for us; can't beat 598 anight (prices
vary deponding nn availabllity). Siaff
wiss holpiul and Triendly, Would gladly
Telorn. Poticd by Juws Prcls:

Just back from a one-nlght sy at Ure
Mansfield Hotel (12 West 44th Sureet;
213-277-8700, B00-255-5167; WWW
Jmansfleldhotel.com) in a "petite cham-
bre” suite. Gacd furnliure (think Pot-
lery Barm), new window-unit A/C in
each room of the suite (really, really
Totd), low lightlng (not good in the batl-
room). Good lwuuon {easy welk 1o
Times Square, NYPL, Cmpire, erc.),
Overull pretty, :pddnus rvom for a NY

hotel. Prices vary, corporate tolo wag
under §400 aler fees and taxes,
By Metedy D, Parser
in Chelsea, the Inn on Zrd (131 West
2rd Street; 212-63-0330, B77-367-2323;
www. Innnna3rdeom) oo lovely RER!
Friendly, cory, reasonably 4 cloge
to subwny o it |s easy to get around.
Comfortoble  rooms  are  spacikous
enough for three: management ki gra-
cious and helpfal One warning note:
Imjr;ul:zh the cat, may pique your al:
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May 4, 2008

Cherry blas-
soma in bloom
al Lhe Brooklyn
Botanle Gorden,
by the Brooklyn
Museurn of Arl.

DAMGH WTRTUL TIR ML TUR. TS

A great plano bar, with diners encour-
aged to sing. Some wonderful voices out
therel A wonderful Now York experk
once. Pested by James M. Retdy

| can recommend (wo Chinese restau-
ranta: The first is Oriental Garden (14
Elizabeth Street; 212-813-0045), | go for
seafood and they mnlh k:ﬂull;;ldﬁ;:-
sonable prics. DEcot I go 1-
Ing. Plan reservations on weekends,
The second Is Wu Llang Ye (36 Wiest
48th Stroet: 212-368-23038). Hot, spicy.

623-7200; www,bbg.org). Plan on going
when the Japaaese garden Is in Ml
bloom, Pasted by Dennis Fox
For Lhe book lover, Argosy Booky (118
East SPth Street; 212-753-4433; www
.argosybooks.com) on the Upper East.
Skle |s almosi unfque. Foce Moors, fam-
ily owned. Tha lifth Ncor, mre books, Is
o delight. The Clolsters, in Upper Man-
hatan, s a ki off the Leaten path, The
expensive taxi vide is worth It if you en-
joy a blt of Europe lranspianied, siene

Pasted by Lindo Xnlppa 118 about the authentic esie, pot com« by sione, to New York.

Hive s1ayed il the Cos {80 H ;l'nmhlng. for Western  fante hids, Pasiet by sah Davis
e (95 Weat Brosdway, t Charobors;  Ltcor o pleatant. Il it dark. PIanres-  cygei au e great playground bas-
ULHE0500,  RBGKHOD  www P vty zhae "\33“‘11:.“ i et (o) than 1ol fo

I : b ! ree), then atroll o
cogmohotel.com) In Triveco orea for W e n Netig] Britland arid kel ndhyy bl

past three years and love it. The botol is
no-frills bt D cean, luge rooms witly
s0/a beds. Tho bost part fs the price. If
I;':nu are leoking for o clean, low priced
et thia is the place.
Posteed by doren Connligham
! stayed ot the Bryant Park Hotel (40
‘West 40th Street; 212-959-0100; www
Lrynnipackhotelenm) this past Lobor
Bay ... very reasonable for NYC ..
reat location . . . the amblence I8 some-
whitt “hipster* but the stalf licks that
“tgo-coolfor-school® anitude. | woukd
definliety go back.
Posted hy Skoun Range?

WHERE YO EAT

Mimi's Restaurant and Plano Bar
(B84 Sccord  Avenun;  212-6§6-4602).
Guod Tallun fyod at i le prices.

come 1o NYC two or three times a yenr.
We po to DI Fara Plzza (M4 Avente J;
T18-258:1347) at East 15th Sweet in
Breoklyn (v will be warth the walt!);
Caserta Vecchia (221 Smith Stceoet; 718-
£24754%) also In Brooklyn Excclicnt
Southern ltalian food For o genulne
Mew York diner, ry Broadway Restaus
ranl (2684 Broodway; 212-863.7071) at
Brosdway between 100t sm! 102nd
Streets Grent food al great prices, with
graat stadl, Parped by Aredy Lana

WHAT TO DO
The Brooklyn Museum of Art (200
Eastan Parkwey: 716-818-5000; www
Sbrooklynmuseunorg) 1 one of the
besy an museums in the counury and
adincent to 1t is thz Brooklyn Datanic
(1030 W

hiugtcn Avenue; 718-

On weakends. thera are an array of
street performers. The rest of Groen-
wich Villnge Ix n walkes s parndise.
Posted by Dan lirvad
1l you like clossienl musie, NYC alfers
i ton of oppartunities to heur greal imu-
sie, Including New York Phllharmonle
ond Carnogle Hall conceris. But for tho
more ndget-conscious, or il vou only
Mke ceriain syles ke Romamic, Biss
roque, early Classical or contenperary,
there are several odher choices, One is
U Musiea Bells Orchestra of New York
{www.musicabella.com), of which 1 am
n member, a nenprolit donation-only or-
cliestra that glves concerts every
manth or S0 on the Upper West Side and
In Park Slope in Brookiyn.
FPusted by Evonne Chio

Q&A

Last-Minute Options
Foran Olympics Fan

1 am a college student planning e irip
to Beljing for the Olympics in Argust,
Do you huve uny recsnmendatlans for
safe, budget accommodaiians?

— Natian Jirke, Beverly, Mass,

Unfortunately, at ihis date, you ore ol
mest cerialn to find most hotels In Beh
Jing booked for the Summer Ulyimpics,
Like the tickets to the Cames them-
selves, space lias beer secoped up by,
wholesale cperntors. So your surest bet
far a hote! room |5 1o book with o tour
operater that still hias space avaitable,

Last August, Austln Conskiine's artk
<le “High-Siakes Olympic Events: Get-
ting Tickets and a Roem” gave the
names of several tour opermors offer-
ing Beijing Olympics pockages, and at
lenst wo still have space ovailable,
Let's Travel Chinn (800-801-3188; www
JletstravelchinR.com) and Monge! Glo-
bal Tour Company {866-225-0577; www
-mglourco.com) have tours thal include
secommedariang  Qaring the Games,
‘These packages, thougl, do not meludé
tiekets, For tbat you will need to kook for
evailabillly thraugh CoSpust (87757~
4647; www.cosport.com), an oflleiat
Olympies tichet agent, or o rasale brd-
ker site like TicketLiquidalorcom; hoth
sl show avaltabllizy for some evenls
and havo hotel package deals,

In her Pactical Traveler column,
"Not Too Late for a Dusli (o ik Ganes”
(keb. 24, 2004), Michelle Higgins ollers
some online scarch options, including
HostelWorld.com, Yestelnet and a site
with rooms to rent it locals' homirs,
Homestay  Beijing 2098 (www
“homestayDeljing2008.com). all of which
sl show availability for August

If you get Lo Deyjing. you might check
out ¥35 Hours in Beljing™ (Dec. 0, 2007),
Joke Hooker, 8 New Yoik Tunes corres
spondent, as } guide to explore the ¢liy
when you're not watching othleles go
for tie gold. DAYID G. ALLAN

ONLINE: MORE YRAVEL ADVICE
k This Week in the Travel Q&A:
Nan-touristy Moscow and Si.
Peiershurg.
nytimes.com/travoina

Circulation: 1,077,256
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WHERE BUGS ARE BORN

TOKYO'S TINY TREASURES

\SHION'S SPRING AWAKENING
:0-ARCHITECTURE: ‘%
(VEISTHENEWGREEN
IWTOP CHEFS MEASUREUP

.EVATED GARDENING: ",
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JPERHERO COUTURE TAKES TO THE SKIES
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