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OCEAN CITY (GDF) —- The
president of the Delmarva Downs
Raceway said this week that he will
be conducting a ‘hard reevaluation"
in mid-February to determine
whether it's feasible to continue
simulcasting from the facility during
the non-live racing season.

Dennis Dowd, who is also the pres-
ident of the Rosecroft Raceway in
Fort Washington, said that Delmar-
vn Downs has seen a drop of around
20 percent over the last couple of
weeks in numbers of people attend- -.
ing simulcasting events -— some-
thing he believes is related to the
addition of slot machines at the
Delaware-based tracks of Dover
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Downs and Delaware Park.
‘We are breaking even right now,"

Dowd said. “If the trend continues,
and we lose money... We might be
better oil’ not operating at all.‘

Currently, Dowd said he's waitingto see how the revenue from simul-
casting will be once Delmarva Downs
starts simulcasting races from Rose-
croft, which will resume live racing
on Feb. 1 and will continue it throughDec. 21.

Currently, it costs around $3,000 a
day to run the simulcesting facility at
Delmarva Downs, and that includes
employing 19 people at an average of
$10 per hour, Dowd said. If the facili-
ty continues to break even, it will
rernain open as a ‘service to the com-
munity,' he said. '

Delmarva Downs begins its live
racing on May 24, and ends it on Sept.
1. The track would have simulcasting
during its live racing season, regard-less ofwhether it had it the rest of the
year, Dowd said.

There are a total of 500 slot

machines at Dover Downs, which
also'o{l’en sixnulcasting and year-
round racing. There are 715 at Dela-
ware Park, which also currentlySEE PAGE 6
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Rte. 113 Funds

Down The Road
BERLIN (GDF) ~— While the

repair work on Rt. 90 has already
started and is expected to be com-
pleted by early next year, the same
cannot be said for the proposed
dualization of Rt. 113.

Nor is it anticipated that the lat-
ter will begin any time soon.

In a recently released six-year
transportation plan, it was
announced that 51.5 million has
been earmarked for a section ofRt.
90 from Rt. 589 to the Assawoman
Bay. Half of the project, from the
St. Martin's River to Assawoman
Bay, is already underway and
should be finished by May, while
the remainder will be completed
by May 1997, said Liz Kalinowski,
spokesperson for the Maryland
Department of Transportation.

“We want to get (each section)
done before the beach traflic comes
down," Kalinowski said.

A total of $1.4 million was also
set aside in the six-year plan for
engineering work on the proposed
dualization of Rt. 113,, which

SEE PAGE 12

 
 
  
 
  

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

Schools May Eat Septic Cost
County Next Target For Passing Buck

OCEAN CITY (GDF) — The Wor-
cester County Board of Education is
in a position where they may have to
ask for Worcester County fimding to
help complete the septic and water
system at the proposed Stephen

ii , Decatur Middle School.
School officials are hoping that the

construction bids for the new school,
which are expected to be returned in
March, will below enough so that the
water andseptic systems can be paidfor out ofthe $7.5 million bond that is
funding the facility, said school
superintendent 'Dr. Terrance

Greenwood.
However, if the school construc-

tion bids come in as anticipated, he
said, it's likely that the school board
will have to go before the County
Commissioners to ask for additional
money, which will be in the hundredsof thousands of dollars. If the com-
missioners say no, then the schoolboard will have to take the funds out
ofits fiscal 1997 budget, Dr. Green-wood said.

The money, which could be as much
as $300,000, is the equivalent of
numerous teacher positions,
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Grads.Seeki
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   Foreign Worl<'iforce'
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Coming To Resort  
 

although Dr. Greenwood could not
say where the money would come
from if the school board needed to
draw from its own account.

There is currently $322,000 in an
"unreserved fund balance" that the
County Commissioners could dip
into ifneeded, and which should still
be available in fiscal 1997, said Nikki
Hogue, budget olficer for Worcester
County. The county could try to
increase the bond, but that would
require a referendum, Hague said.

Originally, it was projected that
the septic and water system would
cost anywhere between $210,000 to

SEE PAGE 11
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 cemed, the members of.this council .. -think. it safe to say-that Mallard

(save one) have leaned in favor of ‘Island is well represented. A few
commercial businessfinterests, '_.-small contractors_a_r1d_business peo- ‘ ' ““'‘ instead of protecting q_ii_r,RLond,R9»—~ple_.who 'ab'usEl.he spirit and letter or_

,re_sidenti:il'comn'uinities as ouriordi; ,. tiilevlfitxujte protected as evidenced by
QHHFICFS should be" structured. ' ',r,.some?‘i'eci;nt_L."zoning~issue ‘votes..Because we havealimited geography ‘ I ' '
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' f'boundaries,'yet continue” ‘to ‘grow
within them, we are destined to fight
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The Lion's Share Of The Adolesiceht Market
The tobacco industry spent over $4.6 billion advertising-‘and proi-not.ing_tobacco products in 1991. Much ofthis ’ ' ' '
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ll» has 599" Whi5P€“-’d 7°?‘ Years are representing all ofour residents
that Ocean City is run by a network interests, and which are working to ,
of ‘Good Ole Boys.” Lately those those very same ‘Good Ole Boys.”whispers have become more midible

l think it has become obvious that,
and even quite visible. Sevcralthings where the issues of zoning are con-

 



 

 

 

Page 18

Health Fair Seeks Help

OCEAN CITY — The AARP Wor-
cester County Chapter 1917 spon-
sored annual Health Fair is sche-
duled to be held on April 2 at the
Ocean City Convention Center.
Everyone over the age of 18 will be
admitted, and the fair is free for all.
The 1995 Health Fair provided
health screening for more than 1,100
Ocean City and surrounding com-
munity residents.

Areas of screening include: blood
pressure, blood cholesterol, blood
sugar, glaucoma, sight and hearing,
chiropractic, diet and nutrition, vita-
min C testing, dental screening, col-
orcctal test for occult blood, height
and weight, exercise demonstration,
and other simple screenings. Pam-
phlets and other literature will dis-tributed.

The Health Fair is cosponsored by
the Mayor and Council ofOcean City,
and the Atlantic General Hospital.
All necessary services for this Health
Fair will be provided by local medical
and hospital personnel without
charge. Volunteers will include mem-
bers ofAARP Chapter 19 I7 and other
residents ofthe Ocean City commun-
ity.

AARP Chapter 19 17 is a non-profit
organization without means ofsecur-
ing funds, and are asking for dona-tions from local businesses and asso-
ciations tohelp defray the cost ofcon-
ducting this event. Send donations to
116 Bering Road, Ocean City, MD21842.

Maryland Coast Dispatch January 26, I996

 
 United Way Campaign.

Atlantic, Smith, Cropper Ir. Deely employees canLeaders in the effort are, tributed 31,67! to the 1995seated, Chairman Alfred
Melso Sr., and from the left, Robert Elliott, Jennifer Hunt, Therese Elliott,Ronald Pnsquariello and Joni Walter.

Lilestages Syniposium
BERLIN — Peninsula Regional

Medical Center will sponsor its
fourth annual women’: symposium
entitled, “Lifestages: A Woman‘: Per-
spective,‘ on Saturday, March 23, atthe Sheraton Fontninebleau in
Ocean City.

This day-long event will feature
speakers and exhibits that address
the special interests ofwomen.

Marlo Thomas. actress, producer
and social activist, will deliver the
keynote address —- from "That Girl”
to ‘This Woman,” a presentation
sparked with humor, grace and inspi-ration.

For more information, call the
Community Relations Department
at 543-7137 or 1-800-955-PRMC.

DNH Honors Duck Doc
SALlSBURY—-Maryland Depart-

ment of Natural Resources Secretr
ary, John R. Griffin, will present an
Honorary Ranger plaque to Jim
'I\'agle D.V.M. on Thursday, Jan. 18,
at 1:30 p.m. in the DNR office Multi-
Service Center in Salisbury.

Dr. Tragle has volunteered his '
time and service to treat animals in
DNR's Scales and Tales program. He
also volunteers his talents to other
injured wildlife. Dr. Tragle is the vet
who tried to replace the beak of the
Ocean Pines mallard a year or so ago.

He also works closely with the
Salisbury Zoo and volunteers his
time assisting the Tri-state Bird
Rescue Association and the Chesa-
peake Rehabilitation Center.

 

Snow Hill Sock Hop
SNOW HILL -— On Feb. 10, the

Snow Hill Chamber of Coiiinicrce
will sponsor a “Sweetlicnit Chop
llop” reminiscent of the 505 at the
Snow Hill Lions Club. Deejay music
by Choppy Layton of WKlll will be

' played from 8-12 p.m.
This couples only evening will fea-

ture a contest for the Best 503/605
costume, a raffle that will offer such
prizes as a romantic dinner at the
Snow Hill Inn, an evening at the Riv-
er House Inn, a picnic complete with
wine and cheese, plus much more.
Admission is $15 per couple with a
cash bar. Reservations must be made
in advance. Tables ofeight are avail-able.

Reservations can be made by call-
ing Pat Hudson at 032-2280
.Wed.- Fri. 9-5, or Saturday untilIIODH.

Auxiliarist Honored
OCEAN CITY — William Mooney

of Ocean Pines was honored as
"Auidliarist of the Year’ by members
of U.S. Coast Guard Flotilla 12-05.

. He devoted more than 1,200 hours to
Auxiliary activities during 1995,
spent 270 hours on boat patrols, 265
hours on public education and mem-
ber training classes, and set up the
first public education boating course
at Wnr-Wic Community College.

,,.Dispatch
The Businessmans Newspaper 
 
 

    
BAR & GRILL

OPEN YEAR-ROUND

Daily Lunch

Specials

$5.00
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

MONDAY

Beef Ragu

TUESDAY

Chicken & Dumplins

WEDNESDAY
Roast Pork

THURSDAY
Chicken Chili

FRIDAY

Fish & Chips

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

UVEBANDS

_\

Half-Price Jerk Chicken,

Book Your Parties In Jamaica USA

(410) 5244900 - Lite Fare ‘Til 1 a.m. 0 West End 01‘ 49th St.

 
  

10 p.m.-Close

Friday, Jan. 26

,“VOODO0BOP”
 -;

   
  
 
 
 

 

Jan. 27-28

M LARSEN"

T sda Jan. 30

HAMELEON”

‘ rsda Feb.1

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 Monday-Friday
4 p.m.-7 p.m.  

 
 Fries 8: Onion Rings
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Sewer Plan B

To Cost Big
Berlin Flushes First Proposal

BERLIN (GDP) — The new Ste-
phen Dccatur Middle School will
have a septic system.

ln about 15 years it will have to be
replaced at the cost of several thou-
sand dollars, said County Commis-
sioner James Barrett The one atSte-
phen Decatur High School will likely
need to be replaced in about 10 years.

lf the Town of Berlin had accepted
the county‘: proposal and decided toextend sewer and water service to
both schools, the county's taxpayers
would never have had to worry again
about paying those expenses, Barrett
said. In the case of the new middleschool, it would have saved the coun—'
ty about a half million dollars, he
said.

However, on 'l\iesday night the
Berlin Town Council effectively
killed any chance that will happenwhen it voted 4~l. to ask the Worces~
ter County Commissioners to come
up with another piece ofland itwould
sell to the town ifit's serious about
wanting Berlin to supply water andsewer to the middle school and Ste~
phen Decatur High School.

Worcester County had proposed
selling the town 180 acres ofland on
Harrison Road for $1 in exchange for
Berlin being the water and sewer
provider to the schools. The land was
being eyed for spray irrigation use,
which would enable Berlin to expand
its wastewater capacity.

‘They had (the septic plan) all
done,‘ said Barrett. "The only reason‘
that this was brought in, at the last
minute, was that it makes sense to
get both schools on the city systemforever,"

Dr. Terrance Greenwood, superin-
tendent of schools for Worcester
County, said it will cost aroundSEE PAGE 4 '

temperatures, high of
50. Saturday-Sunday:

Partly cloudy. becoming mostly sunny
Monday. Highs in 30:; lows in 205.
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Alleged Rose-Factor ln Bus Figs
New Numbers Expected For 1996
OCEAN CITY (ZIG) —— Municipal

bus ridership totals for 1995
squeaked slightly beyond the trans-
portation department totals for 1994,
a mere 4.14 percent The previous
year's (1994) totals had also shown a"
slight upturn against 1993. Overall,
however, these increases represent a
dropping back in the trend. Greater
increases were seen the previous
three years.

Ridership showed a soaring
increase in 1991, (113.07 percent)
which demonstrated the success of
the newly implemented program of

charging $1 a day. Before May 1991,
the fare was $.75 per ride. Up until
then, ridership more or less steadily
duplicated previous years. The
dollar-a-day program resulted in a
startling doubling of ridership.

The followingyear, 1992, ridership
rose even higher, 10.28 percent. In
1993 it was up again a significant
11.06 percent. In 1994, however, itshowed a more modest increase of
only 6.76 percent.

Andy Horvath, acting Superinten-
dent of'I‘ransportation, said some of

SEE PAGE 3
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Legal Aid

For Guards
OCEAN CITY (GDF) — Delegate

Bennett Bozman said this weelt that
he is drafting a bill that will grant
municipal lifeguards immunity fromlawsuits for actions thatare done in a
_'good faith’ manner.

Currently, there are laws that pro-
tect police oflicers and firefighters
under such conditions, he said.

“Right now in Maryland we have a
‘good samaritan' immunity, but it's
really questionable whether life-
guards fall under that category," said
Ocean City Solicitor Guy Ayres, who
discussed establishing a state lawwith Del. Bozman.

“We've just had a number ofcases
tbuthave involved lifeguards," Ayresadded.

The move to grant lifeguards
immunity in “good faith" situations
was spurred on by an incident that
occurred a couple of years ago in
which a lifeguard applicant drowned
during a lifesaving training session
held at an indoor pool.

The lawn, the Mayor and City
Council, as well as the two lifeguards
present at the scene, were sued,
Ayres said. Research showed that the
town and the Mayor and City Council
were immune From the suit, but that
the two lifeguards weren't, he said.

"We won the case," Ayres suid,"but
we weren't able to get it dismissed
out because of (a lack of) immunity.”

lfthejudgement had gone against
the lifeguards, the town would have
been responsible for paying for the
damages, Ayres noted.

Bozman said his proposal would
cover only those lifeguards hired by a
municipal government.

lf the immunity granted to life-
guards is similar to that of police
officers and firefighters, then it
would protect them in cases of"ordin~
ary negligence," Ayres said. That
would cover cases where a lifeguard
is proceeding to save someone’: life,
and inadvertently may injure thevictim.

An example might be saving a per-
son from drowning, and, in the pro
cess ofperf'ormingCPR,thelifeguard
has to execute actions that-could
cause paralysis to the victim, Ayressaid.

George Schoepf, captain of the
Ocean City lifeguards, said he sup-
ports lhe legislation, noting that life-
guards “put their life on the line"
when they are attempting to save alife. C)

P 43785
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C 7lioctl;IMAXsiVAnd.FisiiTaIiks
There has never been such a positive response to a new idea, even before

was presented, as there has been in favor of the preliminary planto install an
.aquarium_al part of the redevelopment of downtown Ocean'City.:WhatVVt.h_
elected and appointedoflicials need to keep in mind when tinkering with _th
last unspoiled area of the resorthis not to spoil the last unspoiled area ofth ,,''y .
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While everyone is thinking up keen‘ new ideas for-devVelpping_downtoAw_n
_ they shouldn't forget that there is a reason why eve_ryone'goesVto therlioard

wallomore frequently t.han any other place: The area doesn't change.‘«lt’s th
some as when people with kids were kids themselves. The b_e_aVch’houses.">'1'h , ‘ > ‘ ' ‘ we
smell of the timbers. The‘ expanse of sky: unclutter_ed‘byl,_up {stone on _ ' .- - - . v‘ We h come to

There was mother plan for a major attraction putf9r_ward_n t too long ago v - . 2 ‘ Ve torm to attends family wedding.
Manyof the,weddiIV1g guests stayed at

hill: _ Beach Plaz.a_—-— an establish-
mentyg allknow as e ofthe finest- hotels. Now, 1,-know,it.'s much,more
thanks t.oVth 'caring'concern or so
many people. ' '

V, ' We found_lourse_lves'stranVded with
my’ 86-‘year,-old'_mother. ' Ocean? City

fstr ts ere‘passable,butRt. 50 was
‘ '_so e'cou_ldn't,"get'.back‘ to7'our

'n‘ orth Baltimore _Coun-'

‘which although enthnsiasticilly presented, seemed some.\gvhat_ ofl'_-cent.er’._4'1'he}'£§. . . ‘tr! _
 

 
expensive eyesore reminding us of an enormously bad ecision, like th ‘
remnant: of the World's Fair. \ -i " ‘I. , . » V '* ' _

* An aquarium makes sense ifthey can keep it in the character of the down-
town and offer things that are characteristic of this area that might not_be i
the Baltimore aquarium. Then they have to figure outhow to get people to go to
it. There is a fascinating museum on the bitter end of the Boardwalk when

everyone already walks. and many vacationers who hifiie come to the resiulrrt fotwenty years have never even thought about going in. e aquarium mig t en ~ « - ,__ V _ _, , VVV _ _ _

up in the cursed south-of—the~br-idge area in whichlcxase the resort would have 5 . The folksat Phillips moved us intoto very aggressively promote it, because everyone ws peop1e_ _uld rathe ' ' ' - . omfqrtable -..,apartmVents‘.'_i and
go tokehoboth than go’-'south'of, the bridge.l;' ' ‘ _ ‘ ' :3‘8'c‘g';';'8fid ' onated aiplethora offood and drink

And promoting has never beenthe resort’:-forte _ V £5, ~ .’ ‘ ~ " y'- _ ‘ ;to stock ourpantgy refrigerator.
:.‘3:I:32:?.:i::“&':n*$fh‘.'° “ coma:-«an ;» ..‘;::¥.:::’.::L::.:‘:".::.“.::::';:‘k

‘ » c M i‘ ' 1‘ ‘M now“ ‘'0' "'anything.‘The'y treated us in much' ' ‘ the same fashion asyou would treata
dear_friend.visit.ing»your home. ‘

'_ At vtime__s _like. this‘ we don't get .
- everyone7s'name; but special thanks .

Pat Anthony‘, vyhosawto it that the
' ' l ' wVeVre,fat_tended to —

homephon nu_m-'

 

   

  
 
  
  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

  

   

 
 

V _ .» .- - rm H
cm: on can .:;:‘:':::::.‘:':‘3.*.i*.=.:.$.“:,.?:.‘%.';:':o V

- A‘ G°"erPn_3e‘V1,l' ' manly because there had bee .no .g.
Editor; ~ ' ' ‘ public'discussionVVor debate'on.goll_';.L, ' ' 4'
' 1 would like to respond to an article course expansion, and partly becaiiVse,:},

    

~ ,§§u:.':.
entitled 'Gisriel Opposes Bill's Golf ‘ the matters were noteven related}
Course Add-on,’ which appeared in- ~. The article stated-ingpart. ,
the ' Maryla'nd- Times-Press on . . ‘Dare.-..lAiol(._ex9ept.ion to Gisnel'
1/10/96. " \ 7 - 1- ' ' memo because. he laid, it revealed .

The City Council as a whole did not confidential information 3 regarding_?¢-Q
know an amended ordinance was '. ' c|osed—door negotiations tobuy pro
beingpreparedforavoteon theevenoj erty adjacent tolthe olf course -
ing ofJanuary 3rd. The City Mona--' -and continuing:. -‘ .-:; “
ger, Dennis Dare, had ordered an "‘Ha-didn_'t have the votes to kill~ - V
amended ordinance to be drum up, this, so he putit out theretothe pub sgyn ouncil meeting mom»whichLwVaa packed
without prior Council approval. The ic,' Dan said of Gisriel. '1 think he's " ‘(of CB5; 3- pfbposedg yyasgewgytgx-..irfig;1tjon
amended ordinance called for adding been fairly unethical al>outtl'iis.'?.'.- '- urcfiise an’ Hérfisohgltzhd ‘-
$4 million in new Municipal Bonds “ Thefactis,itwasDennisDarnwho, - ' ‘ ' ~--» - ' ' - —' « . - . .

_for a nine (9) hole expansion to.‘ ordered the amended ordinance,call-
Eagle’: Landing Golf Course, to an ing for $4 million in new municipal

earlier ordinance authorizing S8 mil~ bonds for golf course expansionx
lion in Refunding Bonds for the 'l11cfoctis,itwas Dennis Dare who
Wasterwaler Plant. ln a memo to the had it written and prepared for Coun-
Mayor and City Council, 1 strongly cil nction without any prior approval
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_ V -tAn,notAgo1ngVto sit up __ _

- 3 rep gforthe County Commiss ne_rs.,
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Students Earn Anti-Violence Credits
SALISBURY —— Many tri-county

area middle and high school students
will soon be able to move a step closer
to graduation by helping the Li fe Cri-sis Center.

Life Crisis Center exemtive Direc-
tor David Delehanty says a $2,725
state grant from t.he Governors Com-
mission on Service Learning will
enable the agency to take its anti-
violence message into area schools
and help students accumulate com-
munity service hours required for
graduation.

"Our goal is to help prevent vio-
lence in our community by educating
our youth about date rape, domestic

Library Friends Meet

OCEAN CITY — The Ocean City
Friends of the Library invite all
interested persons plus current
members, to ourfirst meeting ofl996
on ’I\iesday, Feb. 6, at 7:30 p.m.
Meetings are held in the Ocean City
Branch of the Worcester County
Library, at 14th Street and Coastal
Highway.

Stewart Wells, director of the
county library system, will be the
speaker for the first evening’: prog-ram.

A chairman is needed for the
Hiends'May book sale. lfanyone can
help with this important fund raiser
please call the library.

For more information call
289-7297.

 BAR & GRILL

open YEAR-ROUND 
 

 Daily Lunch

Specials

$5.00

11 a.m.-3 p.m.

_ MONDAY
Beet Ragu

TUESDAY

Chicken & Dumplins

WEDNESDAY
Roast Pork

THURSDAY
Chicken Chili

FRIDAY

Fish 3. Chips

 
 

 
 

 
 

violence and community violence in
general. We want to give them the
skills needed to identify, avoid and/or
respond to potentially explosive situ-
ations. We can also provide them
with concrete opportunities to helpvictims of sexual assault and abuse."

Life Crisis clinical director Diane
Brissey says the agency and area
school representatives are currently
working out the details of the prog-
ram which could be ofspecial help to
victims ofdomestic violence and their
children. "lf'all goes as planned, stu-
dents could get. involved with such
activities as tutoring, planning activ-
ities for the children, or holding flow-

er sales to support the Safe Home
which is scheduled to open this
spring. The list of possibilities isendless."

Brissey says the Life Crisis Center
hopes to reach some 200-300\Vorces-
ter, Wicomico, and Somerset county
students with the program which
runs through August.

The Life Crisis Center, a United‘
Way member agency, is the only non-
profit, charitableorganization of its
kind on the lower Eastern Shore that
provides round-theclock telephone
counseling, advocacy and referrals
for victims ofdomestic violence, sex-
ual assault and sexual abuse.

Celestial Navigation Course
SALISBURY -— The otfice of com-

munity and continuing education at
Wor-Wic Community College is offer-
ing a course in ‘Basic Celestial Navi-
gation” this winter on Tuesdays from
Jan. 30-April 16, from 7-9 p.m., at
Stephen Decatur High School in Ber-lin.

The course will cover how to obtain
a geographical position (FIX) on a
chart using a marine sextant and
celestial bodies, such as the sun,
moon, navigational stars and
planets, and how to obtain a latitudd
longitude position on earth that is
accurate to less than five miles. The
course will emphasize astronomy,

the solar system, celestial coordi-
nates, cancept of time, the Nautical
Almanac, spherical trigonometry of
sight reduction a'nd plotting oflinesof position.

Prerequisites for this course
include a basic understanding of
maritime piloting, including charts,
course plotting, determination of
time, distance and speed and an abil-
ity to use a calculator with trigo-nometric functions.

For more information, call Wor-
Wic's community and continuing
education oflice in Salisbury, or inBerlin at 641-4134.

 

LIVE BANDS

‘TH, ,SUBTEFlRANEANS”

Hall-Price Jerk Chicken,

Book Your Parties In Jamaica USA

Fare ‘Til 1 a.m. - West End Of 49th St.

Thanks To ‘Needy
Families’ Participants

OCEAN PINES — Chiefand Mrs.
Rod Murray would like to personally
thank all ofthe businesses, clubs and
individuals who participated in the
1995 Needy Family Christmas Prog-
ram by contributing their time,
talents and gifts. A special thanks
goes to all the lower school students
at Worcester Country School.

More than 200 businesses, organi-zations, familiea and individuals
helped make this program a success.

Gilchrest Dolphin Bill
WASIHNGTON — Congressman

Wayne '1‘. Gilchrest (R-Maryland-
lst) and Rep. Randy "Duke' Cun-
ningham (R-Califomia) introduced a
bill to minimize the effect of tuna
fishing on dolphin populations and
marine ecosystems.

“It is time for the US. to recognize
that our dolphin-protection policies
have succeeded in encouraging other
fishing nations to try to prevent dol-
phin mortality in the course of tuna
fishing,’ said Gilchrest. "It. is time to
reward those ell'ort.5, and encourage

'l'ishing in the most ecologically
benign manner."

W

Theli:é«.‘.Dispatch
The Newspaper Tho!

Sells Results, No! Space

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

10 p.m.—Close

Friday & Saturday
Jan. 19-20 3

 
  

   
 
 

  

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

4 p.m.-7 p.m.

Fries & Onion Rings
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"We have me! the enemy, and he is M. " Pogo

Ocean City, Maryland

 

Priceless

Secretary Brady Calls For Bo d Changes
OCEAN CITY (ZIG) ~Jim Brady,

Secretary of the Maryland Depart-ment of Business and Economic
Development took the microphone at
the Wednesday meeting of the Ocean
City Economic Development Com-
mittee, hosted by EDC Chairman Dr.
Leonard Berger at the Sheraton Fon-
tainehleau Hotel on 101st Street .

He said the “provincial” attitude of
the state was working to its detri-
ment, and that some bold changes
had to be implemented to keep Mary-
land competitive.

“Maryland has not been as bold in
economic development and tourism
as it needs to be,’ he said. In order to
stay competitive in the market
against neighboring states, Brady
said he wanted to attract new busi-
ness. Nevertheless, he said this was
of secondary importance to the deve-
lopment and continued success of
companies already located here. He
said currently established companies
offer the greatest potential for
growth and the creation ofnew jobs.

Some difficulties faced by the slate
include its standing as fourth highest

in income tax — Brady called it
archaic. He also cited a lack ofcolla-
boration between counties and com-
munities which don't work together

 
“We have to make some bold deci-

sionu. We have to be prepared to
~rnalm Ioma changes. Wo have to

move on.” Jim Brady, Maryland occ-
retary for Businesa and Economic
Development, spoke to about 70
member: of the Ocean City businesscommunity Wednesday hflernoon at
tho Sheraton Fontninebleau Hotel.

Worcester Headed For

Wastewater Woes
BERLIN (GDF/CA5) ~ The prop-

osal to have the Town of Berlin run
water and sewer service to the new
Stephen Decatur Middle School, in
exchange for purchasing 180 acres of
county land for $1, may be headed for
some trouble at the next Berlin Town
Council meeting.

Thecouncil is scheduled to meeton
'I‘uesday,Jan. 16, during which May-
or Ron Bireley said he will push for a
vote on the proposal, which includes

the purchase of 180 acres on H{rri-

fll in a n a c
13 Cloudy and snowy on

M73"-—7‘Ll4~ Friday, clearing laler
Saturday. Temperalures in lhe high
20$/low 305. Sunny skies on Monday,
bul lemperalures remaining cold.

On Jan. 16, I961, lhe U.S. Issued a
ban on travel la Cuba. Benjamin Frank-
llfl born, 1706. 'Necessrly never made a
good bargain.‘ 

son Road. That site would be used in
the future for a spray irrigation field.

However, one council member,
Paula Lynch, said she is opposed to
the idea, while another, Elroy Brit-
tingham, said he could only support
it if certain guarantees were made.
Councilman Rex Hailey supports the
proposal, while Councilman Dean
Burrell said he would not reveal his
opinion prior to the council meeting.

Council Vice President Joseph
Parker could not be reached forcomment.

"i don't think it's in the best inter-
ests ofthe town," Lynch said. "l don’t
think it make sense from 2: dollars
and cents point of view."

Part of the proposal between the
county and the town includes the
option of having Berlin eventually
become the water and wastewuter
supplier to Stephen Decatur HighSchool.

Lynch said those two facilities will
use upa "good one third” ofthe town's
water and wastewater capacity.

0. C. Seacrers, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia Sp.A.
Opposition N0. 91190886

Offered by Opposer

to increase their combined success.
“We have to understand that when
something good happens in Ocean
City or Howard County, it's good for
the state. We have to be aggressive in
marketing this state," he added, “and
not the least bit embarrassed about
iL"

Brady wenton to express a wish to
see an easing of the regulatory prm
cess, which he said causes needless
delays for businesses. He suggested
the state may be imposing too many
rlilliculties on new and developingcompanies with its environmental
regulations.

"We need environmental regula-
tions," he said, “but there's no reason
why there are so many cases where
we exceed federal standards." He
called for more ofa balance in estab-
lishing regulations. “Applying for a
permit should notbe the most painful
experience of one's life,” he added.
“Business does not have the time to
wait 14 months to find out ifthey can
do something."

The secretary went on to suggest
that companies should seriously con-

Currently, Berlin has about
200,000 gallons available on the sys-
tem, Hailey said, and the new middle
school will use up about 25 percent ofthat.

By purchasing the property, Ber-
lin will be able to expand its current
system, which will enable the town to
grow, Hailey said.

"This takes care of the long-tcnn
future ofthe town of Berlin," he said.
"lfthat land gets away, we'll have a
hard time getting another piece ofland."

Mayor Ron Bireley said the field
will allow the town to spray year-
round, at the rate of about 600,000
gallons a day. Currently, Berlin has
the ability to spray around 550,000
gallons a day at a site in the Liberty-
town area, which can only be done
about eight months out of the year,he said.

However, Brittingham, who ini-
tially supported the proposal, now
says he wants a guarantee from Wor-
cester County that another piece of
land willbeavailableifthe town can't
get the pennits to spray on the Harri-
son Road property.

Brittingham said he prefers the
second piece oflanrl, which needs to
be the same size as the Harrison
Road property, to be located near the
present spray irrigation field in
Lib;-rtytown.

"The more I think about it, the

LAlN|FF'S

sidcr increasing the training of
employees in order to keep up with
technological changes that have
occurred since 1980. He said there
was a growing ‘mismatch’ between
the needs of the employer and the
level of training in the employee.

Following the talk by the secret-
ary, Angela Reynolds, EDC co-chair,
read a report on the recommenda-
tions puttogetherby her five recently
established think-tank committees.

Brad)/s associate, Sally Scott Mar-
ietta, who referred to the Ocean City
business community as one of the
state's "customers," said these meet-
ings are important for the exchange
of ideas which provide the secretarywith essential material to consider
when devising policy in Annapolis.

Also present at the meeting were
Ocean City Mayor Roland Powell,
County Commissioners Jeanne
Lynch, Granville 'I‘rimper, and Jim
Barrett, Ocean City Council Presi-
dent George Feehley, and Council-
men, Jim Mathias, Jim Hall, Lee
Duggan, Rick M'eehan_ and BuckMann.

more I need that guarantee," he said.
A group of Harrison Road area

residents have joined together in
opposition to the proposed land
transfer for use as a spray irrigationsite.

A spokesman for the alliance said,"We are concerned because the land
is located in a fragile environmental
area at the headwaters of Newport
Creek. The soil is sandy and will
leach possible contaminants into the
ecosystem, effecting the coastal bay's
fish and waterfowl. There are 40,000
geese here now, in addition to eagles
and osprey, and there are also
approximately 200 residents in thearea."

The spokesman, who wished to
remain anonymous, added, ‘This is o
no-need equation. The Town of Ber-
lin doesn't need to increase its sew-
age treatment capacity for years to
come and we, Berlin's neighbors,
definitely don't see a need to endan-
ger the environment."

“This is a school board and county
problem and I don't see why the Town
of Berlin would want. to burden its
citizens and neighbors with their
budgetary or sewage problems," headded.

Future use of the site would
require approval by the US. Depart-
ments of Health, Natural Resources,
Fish and Wildlife and the Environ-

SEE PAGE 9

EXHIBIT £33uparsre LEGAL suwu co
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 president is leading in the polls as_a
result of this budget debate because

i he is seen as__a leader andvas the onefiy”
who -is. protecting'§,the,-public: This"»
doesn't make'»sense.,lt.takes,two to‘ tango. . Republicans ,-.have ’ a_: plan. ~

' Appropriations bills are on the presi-‘; .
' dent's deslcalf he .won't sign them,‘ ,
isn't the shutdownvequally his,fault.?-.‘.
,5 ._v Speaking:',of.;’. shutdowns‘ and: ‘ '
essentialfi,-versusu/non-essentia
rzmploycesphas‘ anyone missed the Q,
Surgeon.General:rlately?. .. 4,. .

-- «l«don"t" trust? t_his;whole .thrng .7
>-with polls'anyway.‘vYou can,gct the '

.' answer you wontjust by thewaythe .-, -
question is‘ phrasedrand the‘demo—
graphic area in which it is conducted.
No—one hasever called me or anyone I .'

" ,know- for-‘a poll.que_stio liaveyou ,-
-.ever.~b_een called?»-»E . 3"‘ ‘-.;

, A _ _ _ ._ , -, Prominent. liberal Democrats

‘:9! 1.19 ha‘\_re:‘been.'quoted,lately asisaying‘eta ‘w at a ’ e 'o,_ erwtates _a Cf»,'that thieyiare having an historic com
"within theirrankswas

o;'r_riany.. g fl ,_ __ i 'l"his;may. be so'but l
‘ , 't'orrri'oFtax tjyvhen _ _ _ o-many.ot', their party

_plja(.‘.l.ic“.'I_l_l¥l ev_edryl- 3w<‘ail’l:.lE'rin¢:w.rI]“eooi- -‘ havd swittchhedltcitthe He{p\l;l)||lic(a:;'I par,nomls _ _, _rea y 11 _IV a ower ' t :inca- e.e e ‘on o i inton,
taxirates resultiin growth‘in,t.he eco-T‘-7 '~zi’ndf"yet not. one - Republican has>' nomy'!‘Don't-‘the «remember their witched. Doesn't_it seem that their

T campaign"-_sl an ':it'si I enthusiasm is more'amatterofwish_-

 
 

  
 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

- vSTAl_‘lD,-have been
._ occupying‘ my

thoughts-'lately.“_l  
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e_l79
What happened to joy, passion, pride in_':one's work? Theresions with axioms of passion built into th Generation: of rid
    
      

 
   

      

  
  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

   
 
 
  

  
   
  

  

 

 
later. At the opera, they made ‘ an ann_oucement' and closed?t,lie3sh w.

How pathetic. "The show must go on,". has lost is credibility; ,lN_oi;d_g like these.
shouldn't degenerate int.o meaningless whimsy. They are Uie,_lo3Nest,_comm_on .>

 

      
 

 
 
 

  

   
 

 
 

  

  

 

  

   

dfi“°;3"::: beylmd whch "° °"§:,w'u‘ P" 159:7". ‘ stupid?“-Sé ‘ -. ul thinking?‘-::‘.*,§"'*.'r}.~'4 rs on . ~s._~;, V ~ - ._ ' ., . V

‘ A stage manager should have gone on _sta_g d_t_.h,5 il§_‘l$)_f,\g d mfifmloegf :_§:::’f:cr;::':x:it}E;£]§:f
"MY ‘°“|d""'di‘ “p‘smg"'Tl‘° M°l‘T‘.’p.°h . Vi-l'1}.°U°53 3P9‘ " ‘. Wst‘'with.'J.he Congress right now
than most high-school drama depubnen_t_s_?.’a_ 3- $_ oérskfit __;~eu‘n'ihe "(ado rtuni_
' We might wonder what's next. Will-’the_.pos ,,qific_e,;ato"p:del_'5v,e‘(i_{i gig; . ' ty-»‘.m;Lhe u,u.rd- mg to Sup? md

because of rain, snow and gloom,ot'_night2Apparei1tly,»y go tat" ’ ' R0 {L.;;l7_fir-m- -A -' P - y ' p P_ay».what:theyfwould do‘ about the
“current. cri5ia?_ Perhaps he could call .,
gon Jimmy Carter, to broher'a__,deal.

.'_{- Speaking_.__‘of..Carter, ;why does
.everyone in the president’: stalfrerer
to the "problems of; the previous,l2
years before .they' took’ over? 'As .I
recall, those years were markedlby _

x. -" overall expansion in the economy, an ;
‘- Thisbalanced budgetbusiness is increase in ‘jobs and a lowering of

perplexing._l.thought it,was a clear interest ‘mm. Why don't‘ they
" ‘ te ' ‘nclude the Carter years in their com;

;plaints.; Don't they .remembers "gas
ines and interest rates of2l percent ,-

_did theyfiopprgve ‘ of them? ‘Q
e'p esi_d_e_nt says he is comm
' _di_rig money on his prion»

K sume that his defense’.

'ere given the day on‘Monday because ofsriow and gloom
as very bad. But employees at thejFood Lion*managedj__ ’

this is not to disparage postal workers hero who deuionstratem, re_
patience, and provide a higher level of,aervi_ce(than3most'citie_s.“-B g , _
part of the downward trend. “Maybe every man for himself] is thene phrasethat descn'bes,., the guiding foundationifor employees‘ everywhere i

"Neither rain, nor snow, nor gloom_ of r_iigh_t'.." these wordsbvringgan aura of"
undisputed respect to the professional’ postal workers. ,’I'hey'go,b_'ack_iItn the
days of the pony express. "The show must go on,‘ is a phrase builton the backs
of Vaudeville entertainers who didn’t have luncheon spreads and castles in
Malibu. Strippers and comedians travelled their chil en and smiled on,
stage for the price of a hotel room..;- -' :2 . ' ii; ‘

Whoever gave the order to close the show, whoever gave the or e_ _ uclos
the post ofliccs, they did not opt for the choice that would breathe inspiratio
into professions.Yes, they arejust people who get cold and have car trouble like‘;
everyone else. But something vital is lost. Sometimes the show doesn't golon. .
Sometimes snow and gloom stops the mail. . .- . v , _,_ ,

As the mighty continue to {all we caneasily predict who will be nexttojo
the trend ofresignation. We expect the next nautical disaster willfi
Lain being first to the lifeboat. . ’ ~ » ‘ i

  
 

 

‘ . .. ._ .. "I"I.°t',¢'=..I'Ire:-_IIid bi
thenfto aubstaunhateithlat Mra. Clin ‘ton -’: hadF"onlyr‘,‘minor-,1: participation.

Now-‘ Mrs." Clinton strikes -me as fa
- very ‘hands on’ type of person. Does

anyone elsefiwonder ' if-theseinotes
. whichisuddenl

 

 

    
 
 
 

    
  
   
 

the:oryi,tli,_a;t. udge
I2.-a|a_r1c,e.i"<.l,{q:é;gaeree
bal_an_'_g__edv’ bu‘dget:1b,_as_e_d,
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-'.Se'cretary, -. Hazel .
eary means that travel.is one of

 
 

—hi,sj.=_‘pr,-,ion;nj¢‘s?.=* . .. . _
s_th_e_president's constant [lip-

pping~a character llnw,or a,calcu- -
llated political move?.Alter all, ifyou, ~

ay whatyou think is popular to each
-group when-you address them, per-_
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‘They ought tojusl declare this whole ar_¢d C-1/.’ Came Wood

resident Robert Broderick regardingthe town council's'decisio
not to restrict oversi1.ed_ trucks fromparlufng in,hi comrnunit

. , ._, 4.',._s:, - ,.,:,.- :1
 

  

 
  

  

   "We have never marketed the state ofMoryland very c/f¢‘¢1[u¢1}_-1 .
don't know ifit’: something in the drinking wal¢r.'.li1n Brady,‘ Sec-'
retary of the state’: department of Business and Economic Deve-A!
lopmenl, at an Ocean City EDC- meeting Wednesda '  
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Lettersiwelcome _ . . .Letters to the editor appear, on page.27.nf this week's Dispel:/I. The Maryland Coast.
Dispatch invilel all readers In make their opinions and thoughts known through letters to,
the editor. letters must include lhe writer‘: name, address and phone number.‘ Priority
will be given to lelten sent exclusively to The Dispatch. Write In: L¢lIers'to the Editor,

I .\ru»y1m-.1 Cons! Dispatch, 9.0. Box 4s7_ Berlin,'Md. zrsu. ’ ~ . - -.~. «,~ -

__ _ _ (i{.:s:elfish)Aresponse to a perception of diminishing
, supply,3I_hen:de}rvery tn.icks_are}ielayed, but in most cases it is not. _People line .

'-if up.?tn‘ge ~ ' 'ot':mi1k,5'egg~s,‘brcnd, and'tpilet. paper-because their
goingito clean out the store: icnce,“ long lines, empty

  
 

  
   

panich _n‘é;ghi>‘§r‘sf_ __ I _ __
:"- shelvesféandWasted5food.'~2‘T5.35=r""‘”' ’ " , 351*‘

V ' We'>v_/on'tbe"silly_ enough tohope we could ever stop t.hrs.As always, the pace' of the community will be set by those who are first to became,hyst::rical.. '
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CONGRATULATIONS

TO WARD BENNETT!

Sherwood On The Shore Ford Mercury's
“Unsung Hero" 1995

 
Ward Bennett was selected byhis coworkers to receive Sher-

wood On The Shore Ford
Mercury's “Unsung Hero” award
for I995. This annual award sig-
nifies outstanding daily perfor-
mance above and beyond the call
of duty. Ward, She.r\voo(l's work-
ing shop forernan, is a master in
engine repair and has been
employed at Sherwood On The

. Shore since I988.
Ward and his wife, Michelle.

long-time Berlin residents, are
proud parents of two children.

Dustin and Lauren. Ward is the son of Horace and RuthBennett. also of Berlin.

In addition to dealership recognition, Ward has received a
plaque to display at home and an engraved, personalized
watch. A plaque will also be on display in the Sherwood deal-ership for all to see.

The “Award—Winning" Team Of Sherwood On The Shore
Ford-Mercury Salutes You, Ward. For All Your Efforts.
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 BAR & GRILL

OPEN YEAR-ROUND 

 
 
 

Daily Lunch

Specials

$5.00

11 a.m.-3 p.m.

MONDAY

Beef Ragu

TUESDAY

Chicken & Dumplins

WEDNESDAY
Roast Pork

THURSDAY

Chicken Chili

FRIDAY

Fish & Chips

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

SSU Joins Violence Video Conference
SALISBURY — Noted television

journalist Charles Kuralt will host
two 90-minute video conferences on
the parallel conditions of violence in
the United States and developing
countries, on Tuesday, Feb. 6, at 1
pm. and Friday, Feb. 9, at 1 pm.

The two interactive sessions will
be down-linked via satellite trans-
mission and shown at Caruthcrs Hall
Auditorium at Salisbury State Uni-
versity. The video conference will
originate at the Center for Public
Television at the University ofNorth
Carolina at Chapel Hill, which is
hosting the event

Several hundred students, faculty
and community members are
expected to participate. The first vid-
eoconference will kickoff a five-day
teach-in exploring the lessons
learned from successful development
projects around the world that
address the problem of violence.

Throughout the week, a variety of
guest speakers are scheduled to dis
cuss topics related to the issue ofvio-
lence.

“The developing world matters to
us," said Jay J. Cayner, president of
the National Association of Social
Workers, "because the future of the
United States is intertwined with the
futures of other nations.‘

The nationwide event is sponsored
by the Violence and Development
Project, a collaboration between the
National Association ofSocial Work-
ers, the Council on Social Work Edu-
cation and the Benton Foundation.
The project is funded in part by the

SUNDAY
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lid/‘APPY HOUR

Half-Price Jerk Chicken,

Book Your Parties In Jamaica USA

4900 - Lite Fare ‘Til 1 a.m. - West End 01‘ 49th St.

United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development.

The videoconfcrcnce is free and
open to the public. For more infonna-
tion call Erin Boyles at 546-6384.

Book Study Series
OCEAN CITY ~ A book discus-

sion series at the Ocean City Branch
of the Worcester County Library,
‘And Justice For All,” will examine
what makes people do the right
thing, individually and as a group.
The series will begin Tuesday, Jan.
23,at 1:30 p.m., atthe libraryon 14th
Street and Philadelphia Avenue.

Books to be discussed include A
Time to Kill by John Grisham, The
Ox-Bow Incident by Walter Van Til-
burgClark,In CoIdBIoodby’I\'uman
Capote, Inherit (lie Wind by Jerome
Lawrence and Robert E. Lee, and
Antigone by Sophocles. Area scholars
will introduce each session to provide
background on the texts and their
times and they will later invite dis-
cussion from the group.

Sponsored by the Delaware
Library Association with funds from
the National Endowment for the
Humanities, and coordinated in Wor-
cester County by the library, these
programs are free, but advance
registration is required. Books are
available at the Ocean City Branch.
To register, call 289-7297. For more
information, call Louise Ash
632-2600.

LIVE BANDS

10 p.m.-Close

Friday & Saturday
Jan. 12-13

llslxll

unda Jan. 14

B G DOG BAND”

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

rsda Jan. 18

‘C ITS-N-PlECES”

Monday—Friday

4 p.m.-7 p.m.

Fries & Onion Rings
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January 5, 1996 Ocean City, Maryland Priceless

Shades Of Summer

Resort Has A ‘Gangbuster’ Weekend
OCEAN CITY (ZIG/GDF) — In

spite ofrain and bitter cold tempera-
tures, the resort was overrun by tour-
ists last weekend who came to cele-
brate the new year at the beach.

Although the figures are not yet
available,MarthaClements,director
of public relations for Ocean City,
said the numbers may be down
slightly over previous years, but not
by much. She said past figures show
the Near Year's weekend SupportingB0,000- 108,000 visitors.

‘'I think it's one of the most suc-
cessful Limes in the winter," Cle-
ments said. "The hotels and restaur-
ants go hog wild."

Clements said Fager's Island
restaurant, for instance, served
about 500 dinners.

"Everyone I know with a hotel that \
was open was full," she said. “It was
gangbusters."

Clements said the first weekend of
January typically demonstrates that
fans of the resort can't stay awaythrough the entire winter.

Other resort restaurants also

 
It wan shade: ofrummer in Ocean City Ind weekend, despite rain and cold

temperatures, New Yenr'I Eve viuilorl clogged Coastal Highway.
reported strong showings on New
Year's Eve, as people spent the night

welcoming in 1996.
‘It was pretty close to last year.

I've been in thebusiness 20years and
this was the best party we ever had,"
said Jeff Lattinville, general mana-
ger of the Ocean Club.

The festivities at the Ocean Club
ended around 2:30 a.m., but con-
tinued on for another 90 minutes at
DufTy's Tavern.

“It's always a big night for us any-
way, and this year it was just as big,”
said Linda Barge, one of the owners
of Duff)/s Tavern.

The doors were open until 4 am. at
Captain's Galley II, which served
drinks and a buffet to ring in the New
Year. Food orders were stopped
around 10 pm. By then at least 700
dinners had been served, said mana-
ger Philip Tull.

"It was packed," he said.
Even restaurants that wci'en'tjani

packed reported increased business.
Brad McCabe, manager ofMulligan's
on Rt. 50, said, “It was steady, but it
wasn't what I was hoping for." He
ndded, "Despiteall that, itended up being
one of our better days of the winter."

Young Renters Stake Out Territory
OCEAN CITY (GDF) — It has

begun.
Although 1996 is only a few days

old, and the summer season is quite a
few months away, the phones are
already ringing at local real estate
oflices and the Ocean City Chamber
of Commerce with questions aboutseasonal rentals.

“Rightalterthelirstoftheyear the
phones go crazy,” said Alex Faunt-
Leltoy, executive director for the
Ocean City Chamber of Commerce.
"My experience is that between
Thanksgiving and New Year's it’s
pretty quiet, but right after the first

22¢ 010:
Q] in ti ti o c

’ Mostly cloudy Fiiday-
- Monday, colder, min

a chance oi Iluiiies over me weekend
and snow on Monday Temperaluies
Highs In 305. lows in leens

New Mexico became the 47|h SL119 on
Jan 6, I912 Firs! women's goll louin.i—
men! in Scollaiid, 1811, ‘Talk IS tlimip

i l1(‘(.JlI'>F? supply excei-ds demand '

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

oftlie yearit's like turning on a light "Most of the calls that came in on
Tuesday, Jan, 2, at Ocean Realty
were about summer rentals, a trend
that is expected to continue through
March, said assistant managerLynne VonBretz.le.

She predicted this weekend will be
a “zoo” as many college and high
school students are expected to come
down to the resort to look over poten-
tial summer housing.

Most of the calls so far, though,
have been From people who are look-
ing to bring their families down dur-
ing the months of July and August,
said several real estate
representatives.

"Most ofthe prime weeks are usu-
ally gone by May," said Dee Rigsby,
O'Conor Piper Si. Flynn regional
director of rentals for Maryland andDelaware.

llcr company has been busy since
the latter part of December, because
it hail alrcmly mailed out a brochure
at the beginning ofthe month, Rigsby
xnid. Most of the calls have been
inquiries .1l)O\ll.. where faniilies can
sliiy for .1 week or two, she said

There have been more calls in
Delaware about fullsummer rentals,
Rigsby added, noting that there are
more private homes available at the
resorts in that state.

"Our (calls) started as early as
November, and it goes on from there.
January is probably our busiest
month," said Eva Hitchens, rental
manager for Moore, Warfield 3:
Click.

‘We had a real good winu:-r,” sheadded.
Almost everyone involved with

rentals agrees that it’s too early to
tell what kind of summer season itwill be.

I’nuntLeRoy said he'd have a bet-
teridea at the end ofthe month, when
he receivesthe final report on how
many calls the Chamber received
during January. Ayear ago, a total of
6,800 calls were logged in January,
he said, with around 95 percent of
them being inquiries about summerrentals.

Vonliretzle said she was pcrsiiiial—
ly concerned that some of the iii>;;.1-
Live news from the 1995 summer,
which included the shooliiiiv drnitli of

P 43791

0.C. Seacrets, Inc. v. H0telPlan Italia S.p.A.
Opposition No. 91190886

Offered by Opposer

mean 
llental agent: advertise for grads. 

Michael Cumegys, might negatively
impact the resort. However, she said,
that does not appear to be the case.

“I don't think we're exclusive {or
having problems," Rigsby added. "I
think people realize that it can hap-pen anywhere in the United States I
don't think the people keep that in
llii-ir ininil year £ln.£‘F year"
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Matthew Turner of the Ocean Pines Poli

 
 
cc Dept. and Brant Wilson of the

Crisficld Police Dept. grndunled in the .'!5th enlrance~leVeI class nftlie Exist-
orn Shore Criminal Justice Acndemy operated by \Vor-Wic Community Col-lege.

Your Horoscope 
ARIES (M-rch ll-April l9):Tnhc ndvnnlngex viappollumtlel 1. pr nhr.-id ... your mm min.

up on . good idea.
TAURUS (April 2Il»May 20;: Expand your

m-uuncu oirwgh travel at sludy A rtlallonshlyicela mm . Go for .1-
GEMINI (Mny Zldune 21): Be prepared in: thenntxpenled this week Lvglllning I|nl\¢I andclmngel your touru vi Ictmn
CANCER (Jun: zzduly 22): Pnnnmhips II:highlighled. Come In turn: mu. . Ima am whowant; out MAR: amends
LEO (July z:L/mg. 22): Push nu rluily m -llyum zndenvun. Ash for specific Il‘llllu(II0l|l with

2 job uxigmnuu.
VIRGO (Aug. 1J~$¢pl. 221: Your soual hie llvery -(live Cu lnvolvul m . club and receive

group diucaunu and b....ni..

1.1mm (Sept. 23-Oct. 2:): cu p.u( . lllzntplr
[alive nlualion an-I ii’: smooth sailing Slnnd ynurground -nu. . family member.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 1|): Love lugs on your
hurt-lungs, Enjoy pl-yin; rnmxntic [xmu wit): udummg plrlnu

SAGITTARIUS (Nuv, 21-Dzc. 2]): Hull: pzace
on lhe don-uric ("NIL Put limit and man mu -home implnvunenl ploiecl.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 27»Jnn. I9). Old dehu
mid (om! Ind and huunl you. Deni with them
um um. Hound Pny up!

AQUARIUS (Jnn. 10-Feb. Ill): 11-4 run cnlern
.«e....m.. ma enugixu your me. Then‘: nevu .
dull nwmenL Hang on for in. .14..

PISCI-ZS (Feb. I9-Mirth 20): Com-oumuu it
your kg, -ma. Put yuuuclfin uu middle, imam.nnd imam, zvrrupondznce.

 

 
A group of znthusiastic sivimmcrn broke through the tape on New Year's

Day nnd hit the winter in part olthe Penguin Swim. Thu event, which raised
money for the Atlantic General Hospital, took plnca on the beach by the Car-
ousel Hotel. More than $11,000 it expected to be raised from the swim.

Your Famllg Wishes Charles Ausmus

A Happy 75th Birthday!

We Love You Very Much!

From Your Wife Of Si Year:/Norma, Daughter; Marlene,

Carolgn And Nancy, Grandchildren John, Vicki, Marlg, Mgra,
Jennifer, Belinda And §on:~ln»L2w

Marc, Aiu, Bob And Rick,

And Creat—Cranddaughler Brenda. W1
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OPEN YEAR—ROUND

 
 

 
 
 

Daily Lunch

Specials

$5.00

11 a.m.-3 p.m.

MONDAY

Beef Ragu

TUESDAY

Chicken & Dumplins

WEDNESDAY
Roast Pork

THURSDAY
Chicken Chili

FRIDAY

Fish & Chips
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 LIVE BANDS

‘ : \\ 10 p.m.-Close
" "\ Friday, Jan. 5

LUNASEAH
With The

"V 15‘ A UBTERRANEANS”
turda Jan. 6

X LIE DON’T SURF"
nda Jan. 7

AMELEON”
_Tlesda Jan.9
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r IENHEB”

33yHAPPYHouR
j , // Monday—Friday 4 p.m.-7 p.m.

» #7 Half-Price Jerk Chicken,

Fries & Onion Rings‘.

Book Your Parties In" Jamaica USA  
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Decorating Airport War Ray Smith Holiday
Contest Winners Turns Personal Interview Entertainment

  
SEE PAGE 16

  
SEE PAGES SEE PAGE 4 SEE PAGE6
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SNOW HILL (JFD) — The Worces-
ter County Commissioners held a
public meeting 'I\iesday night to
inform residents of their plans to
construct a $6.3 million three-story
edifice on the county—owned propertylocated on the east side of Court
Street in Snow Hill.

Generally, the commissioners
were in favor of the 56,000-square
foot proposal, but opposition was
raised by Commissioner Jeanne
Lynch, who feels that the proposed
building is much too large a plot of
land, saying that it is not aestheti-cally friendly to the area.

“My concerns in that area are that
the building is just much too big for
the site and that it will over-power
everything in that neighborhood,"
said Lynch.

Lynch is not a big fan of the pro-
posed site itself, and said that she
felt that the building should be locat-
ed somewhere else in downtown
Snow Hill. However, Lynch said she
would be willing to go along with
that site if certain adjustments were
made to the building plans.

“We absolutely. positively need
the building, we've got to have the
extra space. We need to get a design
that doesn't look like a prison. To me
that's what that building looks like,"
said Lynch.

The existing, already overcrowd-
ed court house will soon take on
more employees as the state-run
family court will move into the
building.

Clearly expressed at a public
hearing on Oct. [-1, the general feel-
ing of Snow Hill residents and busi-
ness owners is that the court house
remain in the downtown area. How-
ever, not all residents and business
owners are thrilled with the propos-ed location.

Pat Dennis, owner of Dennis Fu-
neral Home, located in the adjacent
property on the east side of Court
Street, said she is ‘not happy aboutit at all."

Dennis expressed concerns saying
having a large building at that loca-
tion will adversely affect her busi-
ness for multiple reasons, one of
which will be the narrowing ofCourt
Street from two lanes to tine. She
and her attorney, Paul Wilbur, also

0.C Seacrem, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia S.p.A.

said that they have concerns that
certain building codes are not beingobserved by the commissioners.

‘I fail to see how the codes in the
county and town can apply to some
of us individuals and not apply to
other people,” said Dennis. “ l just
have a problem with everybody not
having to live by the same laws.
There's many codes that they're not
adhering to."

SNOW HILL (JFDl - Ocean City
officials made progress in their quest
for changing the 911 answering sys-
tem for residents of Ocean City this
week, as they met with the Worces-
ter County Commissioners, who
seemed for the first time willing to
seriously consider the full impact of
transferring the service.

The commissioners have been ve-
hemently against the idea ofa move

 
easide Celebration

 
l‘n'OceIn City, there’c always I seaside celebration, regardless of the

season. These beaten enjoy the holiday: from their favorite spot, whilespreading in unique message of good cheer to onlookers.

BERLIN (JSG) — \Vurcester
County State’: Attorney Joel Todd
confirmed late 'l\1esday night that
Worcester County Deputy Sheriff
and Snow Hill Mayor Craig

Worcester County Sheriff's Office
patrol cars. in addition, the wom-
an went further by urinating on
the roof and windshield of the
Chevrolet Caprice.

A search warrantJohnson has been char-

ged with two counts of was issued late 'l\ies-
malfeasance or miscon- day nigh; to investigateduct in office for his role in crude,
local lntemet photography.

An investigation by the WCBI
found that Johnson had n con-
crete link with A Berlin-arca wom-
an who posed in various sexually
explicit positions with one of the

Opposition No. 91190886

Offered by Opposer

Johnson's home. The investiga-tion, which included a search and
seizure of Johnson's computer,
convinced detective Mike McDcr-
mutt to proceed with filing a war-
rant for his arrest. Johnson turned
himselfin 'l\u-sday.

 PLAlNlFF‘S
EXHIBIT

_e9L
ALL SYATE LEGAL SUPMY CO

ounty Se n  6.3M Si Officials Ease 9 nce
for a variety of reasons, saying that
it may compromise the financial
good of the county and saying that
no other county in Maryland has analternative 911 center.

However, some of their concerns
may have been put to rest as Ocean
City oflicials, including Mayor Jim
Mathias, Emergency Medical Serv-
ices Coordinator Clay Stamp and
OCPD Chief David Massey, implored
the commissioners to review the true
facts of the situation.

“It went well. \Ve have presented
them with an executive summary
with the application and what it
would mean and the process to
change the service," said Mathias
minutes after the meeting. “They're
going to review it and they're going
to get back to us in a timely fashion,
and hopefully talk about the feasibil-
ity of making this become a realityby Jan. I, 1999."

The meeting was informative for
most of the commissioners,. who
were clearly confused by the process
of how 911 calls for Ocean City resi-
dents were handled by the Snow Hill
and Ocean City calls centers. Much
of their opposition seemed to lessen
once they more clearly understood
the relay process.

The process is the 911 calls from
Ocean City go directly to the Snow
Hill communication center and then
the caller is transferred to the Ocean
City communication center where
the appropriate emergency team is
dispatched. Ocean City officials esti-
mate the transfer time to be about
20 seconds ofvaluable lime.

Commission President Granville
Trimper expressed his concern for
the residents of Ocean City and as-
sured the mayor and his staff that
the commissioners will look into the
situation thoroughly.

Commissioner Jeanne Lynch said
before changing her position on the
matter, she would need to see a de-
tailed, formal study cumpleted sup-
porting the clnims of the Ocean CityDlrXCiZIlS.

Ocean City resident Margaret Sas
read a statement, on behnlfof Ocean
City residents, saying Hhe would not
rest until the service is changed.

Officials from both sides expect a
drcisinn to be made within 60 days

P 43794  
 



 

 

 

PAGE 4 DECEMBER 26, I997

A News [n Bfief Airport Petition Fight
Turns Ugly, Personal

 
Free Bus Service New Year's Eve

OCEAN CITY — Free public bus service will be provided on New
Year's Eve to all those who will be "ringing in the New Year" within themunicipal limits of Ocean City.

The town ofOcean City's Department ofTransportzition will offer the
free bus service from 6 am. New Year's Eve, Dec. 3], to 6 am. NewYear's Day, Jan 1. '

This service will be offered on the normal bus route with no “door to-
door" dial-a-ride services as have been offered in the past,

The bus service for New Year's Even will operate as follows: from (3
a.in.-3 p.m. buses will run every 30 minutes; 3 pm.-6 p.in. every 15
minutes; from 6 p m.--I 1illl.t',VEfy 10 minutes; and from 4-6 a m. every.‘l0 minutc.-s.

Second Annual Mayor's Open House
OCEAN CITY - Mayor Jim Mathias will hold his 2nd Annual Open

House at City Hall from 1-4 p.in. on New Year's Day. The public isinvited to attend.

Last year's open house at City Hall was attended by more than 1,000
visitors during the three-hour event. The theme for this year's event is
"Community Pride Through Volunteerism.” Volunteer groups will be onhand during the event.

The open house will also offer refreshments and entertainment. June
Todd's children's choir will perform at l p.rn , and Myra Wells will per-form piano selections in the second floor lobby.

AGH Auxiliary Holds General Meeting
BERLIN -— The Atlantic Ceneral Ilospital Auxiliary will hold a gen-

eral membership meeting at the Ocean Pines Community Hall on Jan.13 at 10 a.m.

All volunteers are encouraged to attend and to meet your new off-
cers.

The guest speaker will be Dr. Eric Bontcmpo, who just recently
joined the AGH medical staff. Bontempo is an orthopedic surgeon whohas been deeply involved in sports medicine.

A reminder to all volunteers that membership dues can be paid atthis meeting.

Dues must be paid in order to qualify for the awards luncheon inApril,

Senior Bus Passes Available

OCEAN CITY - The Transportation Department will be issuing

available at City Hall, Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.-I 30 p in
Senior passes are for residents and/or property owners 60 years ofage and over,

A $3 fee is charged to cover the cost of the pass. Passes obtained noware valid through October 1999

All first-time bus passes and renewals require proofofproperty own-
ership or proof of residency such as an Ocean City tax bill or driverslicense with an Ocean City address

Seniors obtaining a pass for the first time must show proofcif age inaddition to proof of residency

Gas Prices Dip For Holiday Travel
BERLIN (JSG) — Gas prices are almost 13 cents a gallon lower than

they were last December, said a report released by AAA this week.
Regular, self-serve unleaded gasoline averaged $1.30 last December

and has dropped to $1.17 for this month's survey. This price is also 2 8cents a gallon lower than November's price.
The decrease in gas prices can largely’ be attributed to a seasonaldrop in demand which increases gasoline stocks.

Local Companies Settle Alleged Violations
BERLIN — The U S. Eiivironinental Protection Agency announced

this week a settlement with Atlantic Aquatics and Atlantic Aqualech
Inc. over alleged violations of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide andRorlcnticide Act (FIFRA).

Under 3 Dec 12 consent agreement, the Worcester County-based
companies have agreed to pay a $5,000 penalty in settlement of theallcgatioiis.

the product's active ingredient that differed from the registration infor-mation provided to EPA.

Pesticide registration l'~_‘(]UI!€lt‘lCnl.S are ilesigned to avoid risks to
public health and the environment arising from false, misleading oriinverifiable claims about pesticides

OCEAN CITY lDMS) — The war
of words between those for and
against establishing a runway. pro-
tection zone west of the Ocean City
Airport became a little hotter this
week after City Councilman Vince
Gisriel said members of the local
Aviation Association have gone wellIieyoiid what
he sees as
ac c e p ta b I e
lieliavior in
their efforts to
counter a peti-
tion regarding
the Ocean Ci-
ty Airport.

The council-
man's comments came this week
alter what he said was a member of
the association’s so-called "Truth
Squad" accosted him and his wife
while they were in a local depart-ment store last weekend.

lndependent reports say the inci-
dent took place at the 94th Street
Mall last Saturday while Gisriel had
taken a break from seeking signa-
tures for a petition that will, if suc-
cessful, put a hold on the city's plan
to buy a 5.8-acre property and clear
it nfa mobile home park in order to
establish a runway protection zone
for arriving and departing aircraft.

Aviation Association members
recently formed what they are call-
ing a ‘Truth Squad" to inform voters
of viewpoints in opposition to thepetition.

In order to do that, truth squadmembers last week stationed them-
selves in immediate proximity to
those seeking signatures for thepetition

\Vhile Cisriel agreed those in
opposition to the petition have a
right to disseminate information to
voters considering signing the peti-
tion, he said the tactics of at least
one squad member have crossed the
line of legitimate discourse into
"harassment" and a "form of stalk-mg." I

“I went to one of the local depart-
ment stores to stand outside, where
we had prior approval, and was
gathering signatures," Gisriel said.
“I'm there a little while and one of
the apparent members of the so-
called Truth Squad shows up withliterature."

Gisriel said he and the association
member were at the storefront some
time before his wife, Bonnie, arrived
at the store to deliver lunch to the
councilman. "lle comes over to the
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, “This guy knew where my wife
was then, where she had been

earlier; and was reporting it to
someone. To_ me, thats a farm

' of stalking," Gisriel said.

car, following right on my heels,"
Gisriel said the unidentified squadmember. "She rolls down the win-
dow and I leaned in, and he's almost
right over my shoulder.” Gisriel said.
"I turned around and said, ‘do you
mind ifl talk to my wife.”

Gisriel said the man did hack up afew feet, but
later over-
heard him
talking on a
cellular tele-
phone report-
ing on the
movements of
Bonnie Cis-
riel who, the

councilman said is not engaged in
distributing the petition or gather-
ing signatures, noting she had earli-
er been at the post office.

“This guy knew where my wife
was then, where she had been earli-
er, and was reporting it to someone.
To me, that's a form of stalking,"
Gisriel said. "They went from public
debate, to a form of harassment, to
now, a form a stalking.

"When they are reporting to some-
one unknown to me, this network
known as the Truth Squad, the com-
ings and goings ofmy wife, then thatconcerns me."

Gisriel also said the same person
later telephoned an unknown party
with the license-tag number ofa per-
sonal friend who stopped to talk tothe councilman.

Association spokesman C. Cole-
man Bunting said Tuesday he could
not confirm or deny the incident had
taken place as reported by Gisriel,
but he is doubtful. "I can no more
give credence to this statement than
some of his other alleged misrepre-
sentations, such as stating in his
Supreme Court case that he is pau-
per and penniless, when he is
employed by the state and gets extra
pay as a councilman (and) telling
prospective signers of his anti-safety
petition that hejust wants to take it
to the voters, when he knows very
well that the city's contract on the
property expires Dec. 31, with no
time for any referendum. l was out
of town Saturday, but I’m sure all of
our people were primarily exercising
their Constitutional right to free
speech in a public place.‘

Gisriel and others are seeking to
put the question of whether the city
should accept state and federal
grants to buy the property to refer-cmlum.

 
 

  
  

Steve l.hriL\|iy, Sales Manager
Terri Frrnch, Accounts Salts-South

Shirley i'\larleln_ ,\L’(ounLt Sales-North
(‘may \Vard, An Director
\.I_iiv\li-IEN iv,» \ ..,, 3.‘. .,.A. \-i\.,._..‘ ..\



DECEMBER 26, 1997 PAGE 7

   
DoM’;'S'n¢

Boffies/Cans

BA &.G,RtLL
'" EN YEI‘,~E-KOUN

foon YOURFARTIES; -
’.'IN JAMAI<;A us/x

 

THUR.-SAT.,JAN.1,2&3 ' ‘
' MI|reEdwnrde& lack Eyad Susan - '

LIVE B/\ND51O PM.-2 AM.

NFL FOOTBALL ON 10 W5 SFECJAL ‘V ‘ .f _Fr1day.Deé. za Tam Uarsen- ' '
GAME5 ON DE BIG DISH . ‘ » ‘. ' , 5atgrday.0e::. 27: Tom_L_ars:n_-‘._ _.
V A V , d V . 5unday.Dec.2&.Pow:r7lay '

Monday. Dec. 23 One Stép Eeyénd .
Tuesday, Dec. 30:Jah Works ,- d ‘ <' '
Wednead.1y.l7e:. 3!:5ub1_¢rraneana- , .

. - .N£V_VYEAK'5EVEBA$H . —
Thursday. Jail. 1: Mlle Edwards 5 Black End 5uun ~

‘ _ I I P 43796



mm>omm4m._._~_>_..mx:_w:Bu



 

 

 

 

  OCEAN CITY (JSG) ~ The United States Postal Service has beguna preliminary search for a mid-town olfice site, which would consoli-
date the two current operations into one more accommodating, tech-
nologically advanced center.

Earlier this month, community contact letters were sent out to
Ocean City residents seeking feedback on the pending search for a
new, expanded olfice Though comments have not yet been returned,
Helen Skillman, spokeswoman for the Baltimore District Post Office,
confirmed they are looking for a new site, one where services can be
offered at a greater convenience

“At this point, we are very preliminary, but we are out seeking a
site where we can build a new post office. This (move) is in order to
improve our customer parking and Just enhance our- services to cus-
tomers. We want to serve our customers better. \Vliat we're looking for
in Ocean City is to better serve the community," Skillman said.

The community has until the beginning of January to send their
comments and recommendations back to the post office. Skillman an-
ticipates once the letters are returned. the scope will begin to clear.
"We will sort of know what they are looking for as far as the service
goes," Skillman said.

According to Skillman, the post office is looking for a 4-acre site be-tween 45th Street and 75th Street,
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Henry’s Hotel Vying
For Landmark S;tatus

BY DAVID SUZNAVICK
OCEAN CITY — Elected officials

this week enthusiastically passed a
resolution supporting the inclusion
ofone of the city's oldest buildings in
the National Register of HistoricPlaces.

By unanimous vote, the City
Council passed a resolution in sup-
port of the old Henry Hotel, near the
corner of South Division Street and
Baltimore Avenue, being listed in
the register. ll" state and federal offi-
cials agree, the building, now a sea-
sonal rooming house, would become
the first such building in the city to
be listed as having historical signifi-CZDCC.

City oflicials drew up the resolu-
tion after being approached earlier
this month by owner Justine Bonner
and members of the Worcester
County African-American Historical
Society.

“This was one of the first estab-
lishments in the city to cater to
blacks," said Gabriel Purnell, chair-
man of the historical society. Neither

Lawsuit Filed

Against City
SNOW HILL (JFD) A The town of

Ocean City is being named as defen-
dants in a $100,000 lawsuit by a
Hitchens Road home owner, who
claims the town has negligently
allowed their property to be dam-
aged by water run—olT and transport-cd sediment from a‘ controversial
project the council approved in 1978.

According to court records, at the
time the property was purchased by
the plaintills, Meredith and Lucille
Dettor of Towson, the dredging pro-
ject of the Isle of Wight Bay near
their property was approved by the
town, but the town agreed on a
maintenance project that would pre-
vent damage occurring to properties
who were affected when the sur-
rounding land was raised due to the
dredging, the llettnrs claimed.

The Dettors stated, “measures
tlizit were l.ll(Pl’I to protect :iil}.1<’i*rit

SEE PAGE 3

0.C Seacrets, Inc. v. H0telPlan Italia S.p.A.
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Piirnell or Bonner expressed much
knowledge I, of the building's early
years. Although documents indicate
the building was erected about i895,
Bonner was unable to say if the first
owner was black or what purpose
the building served. “We‘re not sure
if it was a rooming house or hotel,"
she said Wednesday.

But all parties agree that the
hotel took its name from Charles
and Louisa Henry, who bought the
building in 1926 and established a
hotel serving a black clientele.

According to Purnell, the down-
town area used to support a thriving
black community including an ice
house, a taxi-cab company and the
Henry Hotel. Purnell and Bonner
both say the hotel hosted some of the
biggest musical luminaries of the
first halfof the 20th Century, includ-
ing Cab Calloway, Duke Ellington
and Count Basey.

"Where 'l‘rimper's Rides is now,
there used to be a night club Called
the Grand Terrace where they wouldSEE PAGE 3

ic'riiArs NEWS
BERLIN (JSCl — Ocean City May-

or Jim Mathias, Emergency Man-
agement Services Coordinator Clay
Stamp and the Worcester County
Commissioners will meet 'l\iesday,
Dec. 23 to discuss the possibility of
instituting a separate, 911 center inthe resort.

After months of dawdling, the
issue has been finally placed on the
county agenda for 1'30 p.m. which
has city officials excited and hopeful,
Mathias pointed out the key to this
process is patience and a positiveattitude.

"It's important for me to have the
right environment to go down there
in. lfl get negative, l predetermine
the outcome. So, I need to have an
objective, willing to work attitude
when I go down there and be very
upen-minded with them,” Mathias
said. "l feel very confident and opti-
mistic that when we sit down and
work through this ive will arrive at a
mutual decision that will benefit
both parties "

l'rvvioiisly, it has l)(‘vl\ repvirlc-il
SEE PAGE 3
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Crime Victims Fund Created

SNOW HILL (JSG) — After years of planning, the Crime Victims
Fund of the Lower Eastern Shore was formed this week to ulfer assis-
tzincc to victims of ciiinc in the tri—couiity area during the upcomingyear.

The Ciime Victiius Fund of the Lower Eastern Shore is a private,
local urgaiiizatioii iiivi.-nti.-d to help victims ofcrime in our area. CV? is
governed by a boaid ufdircctors, consisting of concerned citizens and
coniinumty leaders, committed to providing a source of financial sup-
port to individuals victimized by crime. CVF will provide for the cost of
initial emergency services of specific types of crime in the tri—county
area. There will be no direct cash payments to the victim, only to theservice provider. Local community businesses will be the source of ser-vices to victims in their area.

CVF \V|ll provide emergency services from cash donations solicited
from civic organizations, private groups, individuals and special events
located on the Lower Shore. “lt's people helping people and communi-
ties helping communities in a direct and timely manner. Many victims
need help right away and don't have the time to wait for bureaucratic
procedures to feed hungry kids or repair a broken door or \vindow in the
middle of the winter," said Karen Holck, chairperson for CVF‘.

Christmas Tree Drop—otf Locations
BERLIN — The entire county has been made available to Christmas

tree recycling.
Tlie town of Ocean City Recycling Division will provide a Christmas

tree drop-off site at the 100th Street Municipal Parking Lot. Trees can
be placed at the 100th Street location from Dec. 26-Jan. 25.

Remove all tinsel, ornaments and other non-wooden items. Trees
will llC taken to the county landfill where they are ground into mulch.

In addition, for residents in southern parts of the county, the
Maryland Dc-iiartnient of Natural Resources has announced that
Pocoiiioke River State Forest and Park will be accepting live Christmastrees for recycling from Dec. 26-Jan. ll.

Trees may be dropped iilf lroni B a.in.--l p.ni daily at the pool park-ing lot Trees must be free of decorations.

Resort Employees Increase Contributions
OCEAN Cl'l‘Y MSG) — Town employees’ annual contributions to the

United Way of the Lower Eastern Shore campaign increased by 70 per-
cent this year, to $11,225 over last year's total of $6,600.

“l am very proud to report this increase in giving to the United Way
of the Lower Eastern Shore," said City Manager Dennis Dare. "The
growth in employee particip:il.ion has been exceptional."

Cathell Named To State's Highest Court
BERLIN — Gov. Parris N. (ilendcning named longtime state Judge

Dale R. Cathell nf Worcester County to Maryland's highest court this
\vcek, replacing Judge Robert L. Karwacki, who retired in August.

With his elevation to the Court of Appeals, Cathell, 60, will have
served on all four levels ofthiz state's judiciary. Since 1989, he has been
a Judge on the Court of Special Appeals. Before that, he spent almost10 years on the district and circuit benches.

Bozman Preview of 1998
BERLIN l.ll7Dl — After a year ofhaving a number ofbills successful-

ly passed, Del. Bennett Bozman, D-38, said he does not have a great
deal of proposed legislation for 1998, but he is ready to light for theissues he expects to surface.

One bill that Bozman is proposing is a bill that will require all med-
ical facilities to have hariil rails in their elevators for the elderly.

"I don't think it's a problem in this county, because most of our ele-
vators are inoilcrn here, but in a lo]. of places where there's medical
cciiters, people get on these elevators where there's no hand rail inside
to hold on to," said Bozman. "These elderly people, when they acceler-
atr. and are going six or seven stories it almost pulls them to the floor."

llo1.man is also looking to extend the credit bureau law for alcohol
Y(‘l.’I!l(’lS that buy beverages from wholesalers The present law gives
relaileis cierlit with wholesalers so that they do not have to pay cash
for (‘\'t"l'V ti':iii.<:ictioii they make According to Bozinan, the county used
to lie msli-oiily, but the credit bureau law was passed on basically a
[Hill pr-iiml. The trial pcrioil is due to come up at the end of the year
.iiiil liiiziiiaii is lninking to (‘XU!ll(l it iiiilefinitcly.

"lt st-pins lil<r- liiitli sides .siippoi't it," said Bnznian
’mzin.in will also run hot and cold with l3ally's at Ocean Diiwiis as he

is going to back legislation that would allow the liariicss track to
ii,-rizivir thoroughbred siniiilcasting signals, a move that will please
Ocean Downs officials. llowever, llnzman is vehemently opposed to the
idea of rasinotypc gambling in the state, much to the chagrin of thesome officials;

OCPD Wins “Class A” Award
OCEAN Cl'l‘Y lI)MSl — City Pol-

ice Chief David Massey put in an
appcaraiicc before the city council
this week to ti~ll c-lected officials
about two awards for excellence his
department has recently received
from state and federal officials.

"We received an award from the
Governor's Crime Prevention," Mas-
sey said. "It's a Class A award. lt's
the top award you can receive for an
agency."

Massey said the award came in
l’t‘CtJgnIl.lOn of several crime preven-
tion programs the department has
instituted in recent years. "The
award is for overall excellence in
some of the programs that we do,
such as RAAM, Neighborhood
Watch and some of our other neigh-
borhood interaction programs,” Mas-
sey said.

Massey's RAAM, or Reducing
Alcohol Availability to Minors, has
been widely praised and is credited
with reducing crime, accidents and
calls for other types of city services
since it began two years ago.

The RAAM program encompasses
alcohol enforcement and interdiction
methods by police, as well as educat-
ing bar owners, innkeepers and
landlords on how to set and enforce
firm rules regarding alcohol posses-

sion and consuinptioii by minors
Massey has also sent his officers to
high schools throughout the Y(‘glOll,
in the olf-season, Ln wain students
about the city's zero-tolerance of
alcohol consumption by underage
drinkers. That program, in conjunc-
tion with the city's renewed empha-
sis on code enforcement programs
has been credited with precipitatinga significant decrease in serious
crime in the resort.

Massey also announced an award
from federal law enforcement offi-
cials. ‘The second thing we received
was an award from the U. S. Dep-
artment of Justice, US. Attorney's
Office for the District of Maryland,
Lynn Battaglia,' Massey said

That award came in recognition of
the Citizens Police Academy. That
program, begun in 1994, is com-
prised of 10-week classes which edu-
cate citizens in workings of the crim-
inal justice system. According to
Police Community Services Coordin-
ator Barry Neeb, the program is run
twice per year and has recently been
expanded to include what he termed
“post-graduate classes" covering
subjects such as arson investigation
and domestic violence. Neeb said the
program has graduated some 175
citizens since its inception.

Frantic Holidays Expected
For Area Post Offices

OCEAN CITY (JFD) — The post
office is gearing up for one of its
busiest days on Monday, as thou-
sands of last minute Christmas
cards and packages are expected toflood local branches.

According to Richard Yoskey, cus-
tomer service supervisor for the
Ocean City Post Office, the holiday
season for the post office begins
immediately after Thanksgiving, but
there has only been a few really
heavy days of mail since that time.
However, over the weekend, people
will be using the post olTice’s express
mail service in a last ditch attempt
to get there_ cards and gifts to their
destination before Christmas.

“As far as employing any extra
stall’, we're just about normal, like
we would be in the summer," said
Yoskcy. “But next week will be the
heavy week. We'll have a large
influx ofpackziges and I anticipate a
lot ofexpress mail on Monday."

The Ocean City post office has
only extended employment to one
extra person during the Christmas
season this year, but that has been
the practice in recent years.

Yoskey said the volume of mail in
Ocean City has remained constant
the last couple of years, but he has
seen an increase in volume of pack-
ages this year. Nationally, total mail
volume is expected to increase 33
percent, with package volume }ump-ing 10 percent.

“We do delivery on Christmas
day. We do express mail Christmas
Day, and if we have any fruit or pri-
orities (mail) we'll try to get those
out. We definitely deliver express
mail 365 days a year," said Yoskey.

Perhaps an even more taxing time
on the postal workers is prior totheir Christmas season because cor-
porate mailings, such as catalogs,are sent so that customers can start
making their wish list in plenty oftime for Santa.

"The biggest influx of Christmas
catalogs is right around August,September and October.

So the catalogs and bulk mailings
are down a little bit right now,
because everybody is getting ready
for Christmas. Right now our
biggest thing is Christmas cards,"Yoskey said.
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Ocean City’; Winterfcst of Lights have been more popular than ever this year, boosting an increase of 8 percentover hut year's figures. 

Tighter Drunk ws Sought
BERLIN (JFD) — A campaign has

been launched and is gaining sup
port from various state and civic
organizations as well as local gov-
ernment ollicials, such as State Del.
Bennett Bozman D438 and State
Sen. J. Lowell Stoltzfus D-38, to
lower the legal limit for alcohol
intoxication from the present .10
blood-alcohol concentration (BAC)
level to .08 BAC.

Pattiva Mcl(ean, director of the
regional safe community center, lo-
cated at Salisbury State University,
said that the effort to lower the legal
limit is gaining support from organi-
zations such as Mothers Against
Drunk Driving, the National High-
way 'l\'aflic Safety Association and
the Maryland State Highway Administration.

The current BAC limit for operat-
ing a motor vehicle in the state of
Maryland is .10 of a percent. Ac-
cording to McKoan, it takes about
three to four bears or three shots of
80-proofliquor to reach :1 BAC of.10.

Studies from the NHTSA indicate
that .08 BAC laws save lives, and
that lrlnSl.ll.Ul(‘(l, this law could save.
up to 50~6fl livrs in Maryland peryour

According to McKe:in, 15 states
already have and uphold a .08 BAC
law, including Alabama, California,
Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, lllinois,
Kansas, Maine, New Hampshire,
New Mexico, North Carolina, Ore-
gon, Utah, Vermont and'Virginia.

Susan Edkins, public policy liai-
son for M.A.D.D., said the bill her
organization is proposing has gained
the‘ support of over 82 sponsors from
the State Senate and the House.

According to Edkins, for the bill to
made into 8 law 72 members of the
llouse and 2-1 senators would have
to sign on and already 27 have said
that they would commit, includingStoltzfus.

Stoltzfus admitted he more than
likely would become active in sup
porting a bill that would lower the
limit, but would not make .1 decision
as to how active he would become
until later. However, he considers
drinking and driving to be a serious
problem. “l certainly support the
idea, and l would vote for .1 08. How
active l'in going to get in (0 sponsor-
ing it, I dun’! know yo! l'vr got .1 lot
on my plate, but it's .1 wry impor—
lflnl. bill," Sloltcfus s:i.id

Local mipport L4 lil_!0 Lblrllllfl from

Bozman, who favors lowering the
limit to .03, but conceded he would
have to read the entire bill before he
would sign it ‘l always read the bill
before l sign on to any bill," saidBozman.

“l support the coni:epL But what I
feel in this country is we ought to
standardize it through every state.
ln some states it is .08, and as a
matter of fact, a significant amount
ofstates have that Some have got it
higherrthan .1. I really think we
ought to standardize it so everyone
knows that they're playing in the
same ball game.‘

The Maryland State Police also
seemed to favor the more stringent
limits. “Anything that would sup~
port people not drinking and dri~
ving, we would support," said Pete
Peringer, spokesperson of the MaryLind State Police.

0. C. Seacrem, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia S.p.A.
Opposition No. 91190886
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Election
Doubtful

OCEAN ClT'Y (DIVIS) — Vlfith the
proposed $112 million recreational
facility now benched pending voter
approval, Council President Rick
Meehan said this week that, even if
the project does get through referen-
dum, it may be more than a year

,before the city returns to the bond
market to fund the project.
' Funding for the controversial
building was put on hold this week,
just one day before the city was due
to sell bonds which would have fund-
ed the project, after voters petitioned
city elected officials to delay the sale
until after voters approve the project
at the ballot box. Funding for the
building was scheduled to be part of
an $18.4 million bond issue this
week. But with the petition validat-
ed by the elections board, city oil'-ciala were forced to reduce the
amount of the sale until voters
decide if the facility should be built.

While that decision could come in
either a special election or during
the next scheduled general election
in October, Meehan said the council
has not yet decided which course of
action to pursue.

Privately, however, some council
members say they would like to
resolve the matter as soon as possi-
ble. "I guess I'm leaning toward an
early election, unless someone
changes my mind," Councilman Lee
Duggan said this week. That senti-
ment was echoed by Councilman
Buck Mann, who said he too is look-
ing for a special election. "That's
what the people said they want,"
Mann said. ‘They want to have on
election to decide this."

Councilwoman Nancy Howard
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Below-Average Hurricane Activity Predicted

BERLIN (JSG) — This year's record El Nina is expected to dissipate
before the most active part of the 1998 hurricane season, but other
global climate factors, according to world-renown hurricane expert
William Gray, could produce slightly below—.1verage hurricane activity.

ln the premier forecast issued for the 1998 hurricane season, Grayand his colleagues predict nine tropical storms will form in the AtlanticBasin between Jiine 1-Nov. 30.
From those storms, five hurricanes will evolve and two will further

develop into intense hurricanes with sustained winds of 111 mph orgreater.
On average nine tropical storms, six hurricanes and two intense hur-

ricanes forms annually. ,
The team's 1998 forecast was released on the heels of a hurricane

season in which activity was flattened by the strongest El Nino on
record. “Even though El Nino negatively inlluenced our 1997 hurricane
forecast, it is our belief that this event will die before or shortly after
the 1998 hurricane season begins,” Gray said.

"The most difficult aspect of the 1998 forecast is to determine resid-
ual elfects from El Nino will have any impact on overall hurricaneactivity. We will have to wait and see."

Berlin Parade Trophy Winners
BERL1N(JSG)— The 27th Annual Christmas parade attracted over-1,000 people to Main Street last week.

A total of94 groups participated in the parade, which was sponsoredby the Berlin Lions Club with the cooperation of the Berlin Volunteer
Fire Company. ,

Judging the units were local dignitaries: Berlin Mayor Rex Hailey;
Ocean City Council President Rick Meehan; Ocean Pines Association
President Dick Brady; and Worcester County Board of Education mem-
bers Sara Thompson and Rick Ropp.

First place trophy winners were: Snow Hill High School, Marching
Bands; Ocean City Elementary School, School Sponsored Floats;
Stevenson United Methodist Church, Youth Sponsored Floats;
Refreshing Fountain Ministries, Adult Sponsored Floats; Ocean City
Volunteer Fire Company, Fire Companies; Trimper Ride: of Ocean
City, Commercial Units; Brownie Troop No. 608, Youth Marching -
Units; Ocean City Police Honor Guard, Adult Marching Units; Ocean
City Shrine Club, Vehicles or Vehicle Clubs; United Tour Riders Club,
Motorcycles or Motorcycle Clubs; Wheels of Yesteryear, Antique Cars -
or Antique Car Clubs; Stephen Decatur. High School Navy Junior
ROTC, ROTC Marching Units; and Chestnut Ridge Farm, EquestrianUnits. .

Middle School Students Learn Local History
IRONSHIRE (ass) - rm... than so Berlin Middle School students '

spent over an hour last weekialong US. 113, learning about local his-
tory and archeological sites.

During the preliminary planning process to widen U.S. 113, State
Highway Administration officials discovered lronshire and 38 other .
archeological sites in the area. SHA is studying the site todetermine '
what information can be uncovered about the history or prehistory ofthe area.

Artifacts from an 18th century residence as well as'6,000—year-old
prehistoric items used for hunting trips and grinding stones used to
process nuts, seeds and other plant food have been discovered.

The students observed excavations and examined artifacts recovered
from the site and discussed the implications of the findings as they
relate to local history, prehistory and the road construction project.

Federal Emergency Funds Awarded
BERLIN (JSG) ~ Worcester, Somerset and Wicomico counties were

recently notified they would be receiving funds for emergency food,shelter and utilities. '

Worcester County received $35,295, Somerset was granted $15,917
and Wicomicu will receive $27,413 in set-aside funds.

Bozman Named Subcommittee Chair
BERLIN — House Speaker Casper R. Taylor announced this week

the appointment of Delegate Bennett Bozhian, D~Worcester, as chair of
the Tax and Revenues Subcommittee of the Ways and MeansCommittee.

“I am delighted that the Speaker has confidence in me to do the job.
I am looking forward to a busy and productive session,” Bozmanfwho
has been 2: lllL'lHl)(’l' of the House of Delegates since 1991, said.

Boznian has seived as a member ofthe Joint Committee on Federal
Relations and as Deputy l\l.’IJ0l’ll.y ‘\Vl1ip. From 1978-1990, he was :1Worcester County (fominissioner. 
 

Manklin Greens Scope Clears
BERLIN (JFD) —— Mark Cropper,attorney for Balfour Real Estate

Group, was all smiles after Tuesday
night's public hearing at the
Stephen Decatur Middle School, at
which the developer sought the
approval of the Worcester County
Commissioners for a proposed devel~
opment near the South Gate of
Ocean Pines that would include
town houses, condominiums, a
senior living center and some small
commercial development.

This was the second public hear~
ing for the Manklin Greens develop~
merit. At the first public hearing, the
commissioners approved the plans,
however, due to changes from the
first phase of the project to the sec»
ond phase some changes did occur in
the plans that worried the commis-
sioners. The commissioners then
decided that it was in the best inter-
est ofthe surrounding community to
call a second public hearing to
inform residents of the changes.

To avoid a second public hearing,Balfour made some efforts to meet
the desires of the Ocean Pines
Homeowners Association, such as
limiting the uses of the commercial-
zoned property.

The association and Balfour actu-
ally seemed to be on the same page,
but the commissioners wanted to

ensure that residents knew exactly
what was happening before con—

.structiun began.
A relatively well-behaved crowd

of about 300 Ocean Pines "residents
attended the public hearing, at
which Balfour officials claimed they
had the right to develop that proper
ty and would abide by many of the
desires of the residents, the associa—
tion and the commissioners.

Cropper said he was very pleased
with how the public hearing went,
and said he was not surprised by the
turnout or the general response bythe commissioners.

Generally, the commissioners
stated they felt that Balfour has a
right to develop that property but
must do so in a responsible manner
that coincides with the wishes of the
local population. However, the com-
missioners stated that they did not
want to make a decision until they
have time to do a final evaluation of
the plans.-

“We will look at all the facts and
figures before a decision is made,
along with traflic studies and a num-
ber ofother things. I hope that you'll
realize that we'll try to be as fair as
we can to the developer and to you
people because I think we have a
responsibility to do that," said
Commissioner Jim Barrett.
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OCEAN ClTY (JSG) — This week-
end‘; oflicial grand opening of the
$29 million Roland E. Powell Con-
vention Center will mark the start of
a new epoch, one with a viable eco-
nomic base and xi year-round season,
for the resort, county and state.

Built largely to boost regional con-
vention and group tour business, the
new convention center, aptly named
after long-time Ocean City Mayor
Roland "Fish" Powell, is destined to
become a major attraction along theEast Coast.

Michael Noah, executive director
of the convention center and tour-
ism, noted the versatility and the
originality of the center as keys to
drawing regional conventions.

"It's another jewel in the crown of
Ocean City. This is truly unique.
There is nothing quite like this facil-
ity. This can not only house conven-
tions, but has the capability to do
entertainment and social events,”Noah said.

The economic impact of this mod-
ern edifice is predicted to be enor-
mous. By the year 2000, the project-
ed annual net economic impact of
the expansion is $72.5 million in ex-
penditures, $42.9 million in house-
hold earnings and creation of more
than 2,000 new jobs. Furthermore,
the expanded convention center will
provide in excess of $8.8 million in
direct tax revenues to the state.

Noah advised caution with these
estimates. ‘These are conservative
numbers.’ So far, we've met all the
projections the facility was touted to
achieve,” Noah said. "Within the
first 18 months, we already increas-
ed the business by 50 percent. We've
already had a major economic im-
pact of over $78-79 million. I think
we've hit all the target points."

Not a complacent town, Ocean
City already has plans to expand
even further, adding 30,000 square
feet in the ‘not too distant" future,according to Noah.

The public is invited to attend the

 

grand-opening celebration on Sun-
day. The ribbon-cutting ceremony
will begin at 1 p.m. Music will be

 
performed by the Ocean ‘City Ele-
mentary Chorale Group accompa-
nied by the Salisbury Symphony

Safe Driving Costs Up

 
Under state law, travelers must use their headlights at all times on

Routes I13 and 90. As s result, auto parts dealers are reporting anincrease in both headlight and battery sales.

BERLIN (JFD) - The state legislature helped out local auto parts
dealers this year when they passed the law requiring motorists to use
headlights permanently on Routes 113 and 90 in Worcester County.

Oceajn Pines Big A, located on Route 589, reported a 6-percent in-
crease-in headlight sales this year, and Mike Bullis, general manager of
parts, attributes much of the increase to the law passed back in May.

Not only have headlight sales increased, but in response to the law,
the store has begun to change their inventory to accommodate motoristsnew needs.

"We now carry the Daytime Running Light. What it does, is when you
turn on your ignition, it will automatically turn your headlightson, but
make them burn at an 80 percent level," Bullis said. "This saves the
bulbs during the daytime, so you're not burning at 100 percent, so itsaves the life of the bulbs."

When the ignition is turned olT, the headlights go off, but when the
headlights are turned on at night, they override the system and burn at
the normal, 100-percent rate. According to Bullis, the device takes onlyabout a 30 minutes to install at a total cost of$99.

Bullis said the county purchased 260 of these devices from his store toensure that county vehicles were observing the law, and to combat the
problem of leaving headlights on during the day, thus killing the lightsand the batteries.

“I recommend them because you're talking about the line lf you for-
grt to turn thcm on, you get a fine They basically pay for themselves
right then‘ ifynu get caught without your lights on," saiil Hiillis

0.C Seacrets, Inc. v. H0telPlan Italia S.p.A.
Opposition No. 91190886
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Jazz Quintet.

Following the ribbon cutting, the
convention center will hold an open
house from 2-5 p.m. Exhibits featur-
ing nttractions of Ocean City and the
state of Maryland will be on display
throughout the convention center.
Exhibits will include displays from
the Baltimore Orioles; the Delmarva
Shorebirds; Winterfest; Winefest;
Sunfest; Springfest; Arts Atlantica;
and a display from the Ward Foun-
dation presenting ‘Fowl, Feathers &
Friends," among other displays.

Entertainment will also fill the
convention center during the tiller-
noon. Performances have been sche-
duled with Shore Jazz; the Mid-
Atlantic Symphony; ’1"irn Hofman on
piano; Russ Perkins Jazz; the Phil-
lips Ragtime Band; DJ Dave Lemon;

A and for children clowns and a magi-
ciiin will stroll throughout the facili-ty,

The expansion and renovation of
the Roland E. Powell Convention
Center olTers a state-of-the-art facil-
ity more than twice the size of the
original convention center.

The new facility has been en-
hanced by an additional 80,000
square feet ofspace that includes ex-
hibit halls, meeting rooms, a multi-
purpose banquetlgeneral session
area and it will soon offer a full-ser-
vice kitchen that will be able to serve
groups of 2,500-plus.

The first floor of the new building
features an exhibit hall with col-
umn-less. 33-foot ceilings and tele-
scoping senting for meetings, con-certs and trade shows.

On the day of the open house, the
new exhibit halls will hold equip-
ment on display from the Ocean City
Volunteer Fire Company, the Ocean
City Police Department and the
Ocean City EMS.

The Granville 'I\'imper exhibit
hall on the first floor of the originalconvention center has been renovat-
ed to provide an additional 18,000
square feet of exhibit space.
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,l:miestown Property Becomes Park
U(Il‘i:\N CITY (OMS) — The city

mnmcil this week voted to rescind its
offer to sell a Jrimestoxvn Road prop-
city to the highest bidder. \Vhile
plans are not yet finalized, coun-
rilineiiibers said they want the prop-
erty to be incorporated into the city's
inventory of parks and intend to ask
citizens' help in beautifying the
grassy stnp.

The council's decision came after
the sole bidder, a joint-venture
betwc-en the Balnioral Coridomiiiiuni
Owners Association and restaurant-
owner Steve Pappas, disintegrated
and Baliiioral backed away from thedezil.

Tlie council's move to reject the
group's bid and return the property
to [he city inventory likely closes the
book on a long and rancorous dis-
pute between residents of the area
who opposed the city's plan to sell
the property in order to reduce its
fiii.incial liability and raise revenue.

City officials came under heavy
criticism from Jamestown Road
homeowners earlier this year after
they advertised the strip of the landfor sale.

Opponents of the sale told the
council the property, measuring
some 30 by 490 feet, is the only open
space left in their neighborhood and
frequently used by area residents for
crabbiiig, fishing and to exercise
their dogs.

That opposition became stiffer
after nearby homeowners learned
that Pappas, owner of the popular
Green Turtle restaurant and bar,
had offered the only bid on the prop-
erty and planned to use it to add
parking spaces to the small strip of
stores where his shop is located.

llomeowners opposed Pappas' buy-
ing the property because of what
they said was a long-standing prob-
lem with patrons of the bar making
noise and engaging in other inappro-
priate behavior on and around the
property. Opponents of the sale
expressed concern that Pappas' own-
ership of the property could serve to
exacerbate those problems.

Seeking to reach a compromise,
Pappas persuaded condo association
officers to form ajoint venture to buy
the property but, in association

_ members rejected that plan when it
came up for a vote last month.

The city's plan to sell the property
faced additional opposition in the
form ofat least two petitions, accord-
ing to Doris Crabtree, who was
among the most outspoken home-
owners opposing the sale. Crabtree
said she gathered 122 signatures
from homeowners in the neighbor-
hood who opposed the sale while
another petition, circulated at the
Fountainhead Condominium, gar-nered still others.

"We've gone around the entire
neighborhood and we can't find one
person who's in favor of the sale of
the park,” Crabtree told the council,
“and it's just been the easiest thing
to do. To get people to go along with
not destroying the park."

Council President Rick Meehan
expressed disappointment the two
sides could not reach an agreement
to buy the property. ‘I think it's a
shame, because I really think we
had a good plan and I think there
would have been a lot of money and-
time and effort spent, by both par-
ties, to make that a better area," he-said.

Ocean Downs Appeals Simulcast Vote
BERLIN (JFD) — After having

their application for thoroughbred
siiiiulcasting rejected by the
Maryland Racing Commission
weeks ago, Bally's at Ocean Downs
filed their appeal Tuesday in the
Worcester County court system.

Dennis Dowd, president of the
track, thought that a local court may
be more sympathetic to their cause,
saying that he feels that the law is
clearly on the track's side.

“A decision from an administra-
tive agency goes to the courts in the
county where the business is," said
Dnwd. "1 think there's logic to that
because in this county they appreci-

ate the importance ofour business. I
think we'll do better, and we're
appealing it because I think thelaw
is clearly on our side."

Dowd, who had practiced law for
over 18 years, said that, when Ocean
Downs, a harness track, asked to
buy signals directly from thorough-bred tracks, it was a move that had
never been done before, but it was a
legitimate request. '

In Maryland, the racing commis-
sion's policy is to only allow harness
tracks to buy harness signals and
thoroughbred tracks to buy thor-
oughbred signals. “It's only policy;it's not law," Dowd said.

Commissioners Delay 911 Meeting
OCEAN CITY (JFD) — The wait-

iiig game continues for Mayor Jim
Mathias and concerned Ocean City
residents, as the Worcester County
Coinniissioners are apparently put-
ting the issue of transferring respon-
sibility of9l1 calls, originating from
Ocean City. from the Snow Hill call
center to the Ocean City Commun-
ications Center, on the back burner.

At last Tuesday's County Com-
missioner meeting Jim Barrett, vice
president of the commission, asked
the commissioners to make time for
the long—overdue niceting. However,
according to Carry Mason, chief

administrative oflicer, the commis-
sioners’ schedule is booked for the
rest of this year and plans for a
meeting have not yet even been
scheduled for next year.

According to the mayor, there was
little or no contact between the two
parties regarding the issue until
about three weeks ago when
Mathias again spoke to Barrett and
reiterated his request. The meeting
will give both sides an opportunity
to make their views clear regarding
the details surrounding the issue.

“I called Vice President Jim
SEE PAGET

 
Mayor Jim Mathias congratulates Pfc. Todd Wood, second from left, and

sensonal police officer Jon Keifer, second from right, after they were recog~
nized by the Lower Shore Chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving fortheir work in drunk driving enforcement. Wood led nll olficers in DWI
arrests, and Keifer was top among seasonal officers nnd fourth overall dur-
ing the summer months. Also pictured is LL Kevin Kirstein.

DWI Case Dropped, Mann Walks
SNOW HILL (DMSl —A refusal to

submit to sobriety tests and a recent
visit to a dentist helped Ocean City
councilman Walter “Buck” Mann to
avoid prosecution on drunken dri-
ving charges Tuesday after
Worcester County States‘ Attorney
Joel Todd told a circuit court judge
there was not enough evidence to
obtain a conviction and asked that
the charges be dropped.

Todd told the court, however, he
still believes police had ‘probable
cause” to arrest Mann on Driving
Under the Influence and DrivingWhile Intoxicated last March 21.

The request brings to a close what
some say was a misunderstanding
that culminated with the council-
man's arrest by state police.

According to court documents and
an eyewitness, Mann was charged
after police were called to a home on
Golf Course Road in West Ocean
City to investigate an. unknown
problem.

“The police were not looking for a
drunk driver when they encountered
Mr. Mann," Todd said. "They were
responding to a call for the report of
a prowler, or somebody in the area
that didn't seem to belong there.
Arid they found Mr. Mann in the
back yard" ofa home at the corner of
Golf Course Road and CharlesStreet.

Todd said they were called to the
home by a seasonal police officer,‘
whom he identified as Sam Villani
Ill, son of city Fire Marshal Sam
Villani. According to court docu-
ments, Villani saw Mann backing
out of the driveway, then stop and
run into the back yard of the home,
which is occupied by his mother,Jennifer Morris.

Although Morris declined to com-
ment for this story, she had been
subpoenaed to testify for the council- -
man and had said earlier she does

not believe Mann was drunk when
he was arrested.

“So when the state police came,
they found Mr. Marin in the back
yard,’ Todd said. "Now, when they
encountered Mr. Mann, they alleg-
edly detected an odor of alcohol on
his breath. And he had, slurred
speech, thick tongue, or something
like that. He had problems speakingclearly."

Mann refused to submit to either
field sobriety tests or a test to deter-
mine blood alcohol content and that,
Todd said, ultimately was a factor in
Todd's decision not to prosecute thatE359.

That lack of definitive proof, com-
bined with testimony from a dentist
that Mann had recently been fitted
with a new dental plate that could
explain his slurred speech. “I could-
n't negate that,’‘ Todd said. “The doc-
tor was prepared to testify to that
effect. Which leaves me with an odorof alcohol...”

Doric Ordalmwski, of Berlin,
recently won on authentic hand-
crafted Huck's County clock, val-
ued at more than $500. Ordn-
kowski's name was drawn from
over 100 entrants during the
recent Buck's County celebra-
tion at the Route 50 Casual
Designs location.
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No.1 Priority
SNOW HILL (JFD) — The Worces-

ter County Commissioners are in the ~
process of scheduling a public hear-
ing regarding improvements to MD
589, a project first proposed years
ago but is again gaining support by _local residents and officials.

Once schedules are coordinated
between all affected agencies the
hearing will take place, at which, a
preliminary plan for the road's
future modifications will be present-ed.

According to Ed 'I\idor, director of.
planning, permits and inspection for
Worcester County, the 4.7-mile
stretch of road will be in dire need of‘
improvements within the next few
years as traffic volume is likely tocontinue to increase.

‘The State Highway Administra-
tion. in cooperation with the county,
worked nn a proposed expansion
plan for MD 589. The plan \vas to
protect additional right of way that
the SHA, in the future, would need
to expand MD 589,” said ’I\idor.

Protection of the MD 589 corridor
is already a policy of the planning

SEE PAGE 4
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Gov. Parrls Glendenlng talks wllh fifth-grader Amanda Aver-
sa on lhe dualization of Route 113 during a meeting this
week at the Showell Volunteer Fire Department.
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Pines May G
SNOW HILL (JFD) - The move-

ment to bring a post office to Ocean
Pines seemed to gain serious mo-
mentum at 'f\iesday's Worcester
County Commissioners meeting, as
the commissioners, citizens and oth-
er interested parties met with postal
officials and gave them a quick but
in~deptli education on the postalneeds of the Berlin and Ocean Pinesareas.

The commissioners collectively
told postal officials they felt both
Ocean Pines and Berlin need their
own post offices to odequately meet
the needs of the residents.

Bill Ridenour, uianager of postal
operations for the Baltimore area,
told those in attendance the reason
the service wants to expand the Ber-
lin Post Office is because within the
next five years Llie post office will be
outgrown, based on projected popu—
lation statistics for Berlin.

This came aa iin 5ur‘p!‘l.‘H" to any-

PLAlFF’S

ALI -STAY!’ LEGA‘. SUPPLY CO

Gisriei Eyes
Higher Cour

OCEAN CITY (DMS) — Seemingly
' undaunted by the Jan. 12 U.S. Su-

preme Court rejection of his appealfor review of an earlier court battle
to validate the 1993 petition, Coun-
cilman Vince Gisriel began soliciting
contributions to muster a legal chal-
lenge to the city's rejection of his
most recent airport petition.

V Gisriel and others who he de-
clined to identify recently circulated
to halt the city's purchase of a West
Ocean City mobile home park to con-
vert into a runway protection zone.
Proponents of the petition claim the
purchase would be the first step in
expanding the facility to allow more,heavier aircraft. « ' '

ln a letter to local news media,
Gisriel told readers he's seeking con-
tributions to help pay fees for out-
standing casts of the 1993 court case
as well as “the pending circuit
appeal of the rejection of the most
recent petition to referendum re-
garding the mobile home park acqui-sition."

While council members ridiculed
that idea and ultimately rejected his

SEE PAGE 4

e Pos Office
body, especially locals who have seen
the startling growth over the pastdecade or so.

The process began with a meeting
between postal officials and Berlin
Mayor Rex Hailey hack on Oct 20.
At that time, postal officials felt the
proposed new postal facility should
lie located in the downtown area.
Upon hearing this, Ocean Pines res-
idents felt they had been overlooked
nnd formed a commith.-e, headed by
Ocean Pines risidenl. Jim Coyne, tn
encourage the postal service to
bring a new post office closer to thePines.

Coyne, who was present at the
meeting, has maintained it's unfair
to expect nearly 9,000 year-round
Ocean Pines residents to drive to
Berlin for simple postal services,
while the omall town of Berlin has
an office right downtown.

Commissioner Jim Barrett nd-
SEE PAGE 3
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Voters To Have Final Word
SNOW HILL - The town will hold a special election within the next

rrionth to decide whether or not to dismiss Snow Hill Mayor CraigJohnson from public office.
A petition to force Johnson's recall election was found to have 340

acceptable signatures, 80 more than needed to take it to public forum.
As of,deadline, the petitioners were unsure of an exact date for the

election. However, many of the organizers are concerned it may take
place after Johnson's Feb. 6 court date, which was recently moved for-ward three weeks to accommodate a visiting judge. ’

Johnson is accused ofarranging for his patrol car, while a deputy sher-
iff with the Worcester County Sheriffs Office, to be used in a porno-
graphic photo shoot. He is being charged with two counts of malfeasance
while in office. The counts are separate, one while,as mayor and the
other as a deputy sheriff.

Downtown Fire Deemed Accidental
OCEAN CITY (JSG) — The N. Division Street fire, which disrupted

traffic flow for more than an hour Tuesday night, was a result of com-
bustible materials being too close to a wall-mounted gas heater. The
cause of the fire was immediately classified as accident, according to the
Ocean City Fire Marshal.

The fire started in the kitchen and spread throughout the kitchen
area. The Ocean City Volunteer Fire Company's quick response con-
tained the fire to the kitchen, which suffered fire and heavy smoke dam-
age. The remainder of the unit sustained smoke damage.There were no serious injuries reported in the blaze.

County Landfill Honored
NEWARK - Worcester County's landfill has been awarded the project

of the year award from the Engineering Society of Baltimore.
The county's central landfill off Route 113 opened seven years ago, and

a second dumping site was added last October.
The landfill is the first in Maryland to recirculate landfill leachate

through a treatment system.
This system was incorporated as the first dumping site was cappedlast fall.
The society has invited County Public Works Director John .Tustin

and Landfill Superintendent George Dix to a Feb. 27 dinner in Baltimore
to accept the award.

County Receives Money To Lessen Race Gap
BERLIN - The state announced recently it will be giving a $250,000

grant to three Worcester County Schools to improve the achievement ofAfrican-American students.
The three schools are Buckingham Elementary, Berlin Intermediate

and Stephen Decatur Middle School.
The grant, provided by Maryland's Project Outreach program, will

allow the county to hire two resource teachers to provide assistance in
the schools. In addition, two community centers, which will be set up in
area churches, will be established to provide a place for help after school.

Health Dept. Accepting Mini Grant Applications
BERLIN - The Worcester County Health Department is now accept-

ing mini-grant applications from Worcester County community-based
organizations, groups and neighborhood associations that are involved in
alcohol, tobacco and other drug abuse prevention, violence prevention,tobacco control and cessation, and/or HIV/AIDS programs.

Grant applications should include the program's purpose and brief
description, a short summary of past experience and knowledge of pre-
vention strategies, proposed activities, an itemized budget and an evalu-ation plan.

All grant applications must have non-profit status.
Mini grant funds are intended for supplemental use only and should

not be used for salaries with the exception of HIV/AIDS program funding
which will allow for salary expenditures. Mini grant awards typically
range between approximately $250-$2,000 each. All grants will be madeby March 5.

Rural Areas Set To Receive Federal Cash
BERLIN ~ The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Department

announced this week it has $4.7 million available in Maryland and
Delaware for day care centers, health clinics, police and fire protection,
anihiilances, liospitals and other community facilities._

USDA Itiirnl Development allocated $2,075,000 for coiiimiinitics in
Delaware and $2,563,000 in Maryland

Loans can be made to rural communities of up to 50,000 in population
and grants can go to towns of up to 25,000 people.

Fiiriils can also lu::id to nun-profit organizatioiis who in turn provide
public st-rvices

Supreme Court Denies Bid
OCEAN CITY (DMS) ~ The U 5.

Supreme Court this week turned
down an appeal from Councilman
Vince Gisriel asking the court to
review lower court rulings that
denied a 1993 petition which would
have allowed city residents to vote
on a zoning ordinance.

Gisriel fought the ordinance,
which allows developers to erect
structures that are not in conipli-
ancc with the height and density
zoning requirements or the sur-
roundingproperties, arguing that it
would cause overcrowding. The ordi-
nance has been in effect since it was
passed nearly five years ago.

In a letter to local news media,
Gisriel expressed disappointment in
the outcome and said the ruling
effectively ends his four-year battle

to put the issue to referendum.
Gisriel, who was not then a council
member, took the issue to court after
the town board of elections rejected
his petition because, the board said,
it was 31 names short of the
required 20 percent of the total num-
ber of registered voters in the city.

Gisriel argued the number of sig-
natures gathered would have met
the minimum required number if
the city had purged it's voter rolls ofthose who were no longer eligible to
vote in city elections.

Both sides agreed at that time
that the rolls did include the names
of people who had moved out of the
area, and even some who had died,
but the city argued that Gisriel's
challenge of the rolls came after Um
deadline had passed.

MD 589
FROM PAGE 1

and zoning board, which has recog-
nized that improvements to the road
would be inevitable, and any devel-
opment too close to the road wouldbe a detriment for future expansion.
Affected government agencies are
looking to protect a 100-foot-wide
corridor for the entire length of theroad.

“Improvements would not neces-
sarily mean complete dualization.
There could be turn lanes or other
things. They (SHA) showed, on some
maps that they developed, what
right of way they foresaw they need-ed to make improvements on MD
589,” said Tudor.

Initially, the plan took a back seat

to other projects, but earlier this
year planners for the county revital-
ized the efforts and are looking for
the commissioners to make the prir
tection of the right of way for the
state road law.

"The plan says that we should
plan to keep structures out of thatarea,” said Tudor.

Residents in the area are being
asked for their insight for the im-
provements.

“A couple years ago we put togeth-er a task force made up of some
county officials, state officials andresidents of the 589 area to come up
with what we thought 589 ought to
look like. It was a consensus of that
task force that we ought to preserve
a 100-foot corridor through there.
Right now we only own G0-foot of
right of way,” said Donnie Drawer,
district engineer for SHA.

Coun
FROM PAGE 1

petition for insufficient signatures,the claims of the petitioners may
have taken on added weight after
the publication of :1 Capital Im-
provement Plan drawn up by PublicWorks Director Hal Adkins showing
a time table for lengthening a run-
way and adding commuter air ser-vice.

Adkins later denied the timetable
constituted an approved plan. He
said it was drawn up as a guide for a
soon-to—be-contracted airport con-
sulting firm, so they could be in-
formed of the issues already dis-
cussed by lhe previous city councils.

In telephone conversations this
week, Gisriel said the leadership fa-
voring'the petition have not yet
made a decision on whether to pro-
ceed to legal action

While intimating he had no fur-

ther discussions with city officials
since his request for a fonnal hear-
ing was turned down Jan. 7, Gisrielsaid this week he believes he has
exhausted every administratiye ave-
nue of appeal. Individual ‘council
members have said privately they do
not favor a hearing and that Gisriel
has already been giving one appeal
opportunity. In the Jan. 7 letter,which came from City Solicitor Guy
Ayres, Gisriel was reportedly in-
formed the city charter does not
compel the council to hold a hearing
if members are not disposed to
schedule one.

Gisriel has argued, however, he
cannot fathom how the council can
either deny petitioners an appeal
hearing or say tliey’ve already had
one opportunity.

Ay-res and some council members
have intimated that if Gisriel and
supporters seek legal action to re-
solve the issue, the city will contest
even more names than the nine they
have thus for disallowed.
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ks Dlreclor Hal Adkins told the Clty '-
Councll this week the $6.3 mllllon project to Improve Baltimore Avenue wlll not be completed till late

Parking Lot Fee
‘ OCEAN CITY (DMS) — City

officisls may find themselves
faced with a redefinition of the
term ‘prime parking spots" next
season, after the council moved
this week to double the price of
parking in city~owned lots.

The move came as no surprise
as the council has been consider-
ing the increase for some time.

lt was about a year ago the
council voted to double parking
fees at the lnlet, the city's largestand most desirable lot for beadi-
goers and Boardwalk cruisers.
The council took the action after
City Manager Dennis Dare ad-
vised council members the in-
crease could curtail some of the

SEE PAGE 2
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Council Doubles Record Ban
BERLIN (JSGl -— Continuing a

trend found in recent years, bank-
ruptcies in Worcester County jump
ed 16 percent, to 153 in 1997.

During the 19903, the number of
filings reported have ballooned as
the stigma attached to bankruptcy
has all but diminished. Many people
in financial trouble now are willing
to seek shelter,as a first option rath-er than a last resort.

According to Vicki Harper, a sys-
tem data analyst for the US. Bank-
ruptcy Court in Maryland, ofthe 153
filings reported, 129 were chapter
seven, or liquidation, closing busi-
ness by collecting assets and settlingall debts.

There were 17 chapter 13 filings,
adjustment of debts of an individual
with regular income, and svveri
chnptr-r ll filings, reorganization

Opposition No. 91190886

Offered by Opposer
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“It’s going to getousy.
It’s not busy yet.”

OCEAN CITYUJMS) —Appesring
before the City Council this week,
Public Works Director Hal Adkins
told elected officials much of the un-
dergrounding of utilities in the Bal-
timore Avenue improvement project
is on schedule and is expected to be
complete by May. I '

Once complete, the ZBaltimore
Avenue corridor will sport new water
mains, ston-n drains and sewers as

’ well as gas mains, underground elec-
trical linea and cable television lines.

The only utility lines that will not
be replaced in the current phase of
constructions are the smaller power
lines for the ornamental street light,Adkins said. Those lines will be in-
stalled during the next phase.

But even as Adkins was updating
the council, crews were preparing to
sbifl the pace into warp drive. Work-
ers were due to begin work on 16th
Street that will allow Bell Atlantic
crews to begin installing cable.

‘For those of you who have been
out there and think it's busy now ~
uh uh. It’s going to get busy. It's not
busy yet," Adkins said.

lf circumstances continue to favor
Adkins’ schedule, crews will com-
plete the majority ofwork by the last
week of March, although the conver-
sion and reconfiguration of the Balti-
more Avenue traflic patlem is not
expected to be completed before the
Easter holiday. Paving of the side
streets is not expected to be complet-
ed before late May.

‘ ‘'1 wish it was earlier, but it's not
going to happen," Adkins told om-
cials. "This thing is pushing us to thelimit."

Residents and businesses in the
area will get a brief respite from the
barricades and construction crews
this summer, butAdkins warned the
council the next phase, set to begin
in October, will be much more dis-
ruptive.

"lt's basically the removal of the
surface of the entire areu,' Adkins
said, Crews will remove and replace
sidewalks, install a traffic island, R
sprinkler system and fresh land-
Bcaping
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  County To Discuss Post Office Location
SNOW HILL — Representatives from the US. Postal Service and the

Worcester County Commissioners will talk about the need for a new post
office in the northern section of the county and look at possible locations
for the new facility at an informational meeting on 'I\iesday, Jan. 20.

Joe O'Connor, real estate specialist for the U.S. Postal Service, and
Bill Rid:-nour, manager ofpost office operations for the Baltimore region,
will represent the postal service. The discussion will involve plans for the
new facility and a tentative schedule for construction, At a later date, a
public hearing will be held to accept public comment. No decision will be
made before the public hearing.

 

 
 
 
 

  

   
Berlin Skate Park Committee To Meet

BERLIN ~ Jane Harrington, chairperson of the Berlin Skatepark
Committee, has announced a meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 21, at 7 p.m.
in the conference room of the Berlin Town Hall. The general public andinterested parties are invited to attend.

The objective of the committee is to have a skatepark built in the
Berlin/North Worcester County area. The park will feature both begin-
ner and more advanced skater courses. The park could be an outdoor or
indoor facility or a combination of both. There will be a review of plans
and accomplishments to date. Plans to make a presentation to both the
town council and the \Vorcoster County Commissioners will be discussed.
For more information or to volunteer help, contact Harrington at 410-213-2704 or Jim McGinniss at 410-629-1416.

  
 
 
 
 

 
  

  Herring Landing Meeting Set
OCEAN CITY — The West Ocean City Association and the Worcester

County Commissioners office are co-sponsoring a public information
meeting at the Ocean City Elementary School to unveil the plans for the
new 50-acre park adjacent to the Herring Landing Development offKeyser Point Road.

A landscape architect and an environmental consultant will be on
hand to describe the plans for the massive recreation park to take public
comment on its implementation. The public is encouraged to attend.‘

 

 

 

 Powell Center Expects Packed House
OCEAN CITY ~ The Roland E. Powell Convention Center will be the

place to be this weekend as three large shows will flood its halls.
The 13th Annual Nautical 8:. Wildlife Art Festival will feature 100 of

the nation's finest nautical and wildlife painters, carvers, sculptors, mod-
el shipbuilders and photographers displaying original and limited edi-
tions. Well-known, local artist George Zaiser will be one ofthe many tal-
ented artists on hand. Show hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday and 10
a.m.-5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $4 for adults, $3 forAARP members
and students age 13-17, and $1 for children under-12.

Admission to the nautical festival also gains visitors entry to the 11th
Annual North American Craft Show, which will feature more than 200
artists and crafters from up and down the East Coast displaying high-
quality, hand-made items. The show also will have continuous entertain-
ment, food and a valuable door prize. Hours are 10 a.m.-6 pm. on
Saturday and 10 n.m.-5 pm. on Sunday. ' -

lfgolfis on your mind, plan a visit to the 5th Annual GolfExpo. In ad-
dition to the latest in golfequipment, there will be seminars, demonstra-.
tions, travel information, door prizes and many more ways to improve
your game from tee to green. Show hours are 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday. Admission is $5, and children under-12 are admitted free.

 

 

 

 

Cosby Likely Next Planning, Zoning Leader
BERLIN (JFD) - A new appointment to the Berlin Planning and

Zoning Committee will likely be made at the next Berlin Town Council
meeting, as present member Bill Waters is stepping down.

At Monday night's meeting, Mayor Rex Hailey and the council an-
nounced that Waters replacement will likely be Pete Cosby who has ex-pressed an interest in filling the void.

Waters had been ill, according to the council, and his term was up at
the end of December. Hailey said that the town appreciates Watcrs'years
of service. ‘He's zi great guy and we're going to miss him on that board,”said Hailey.

 

 

 
 

Revenue Eyed By Leasing Town Towers
BERLIN (JFD) — The town announced this week it's in the process of

developing a policy of requirements for cellular towers and microwave
dishes, so that it can lease property to companies who would like to con-struct tliose structures in Berlin.

According to Andy Fulghum, town administrator, the town could gen-
erate anywhere from $400-$2,000 per site when renting spaces that
would be t.‘lCSll'£ll)l(‘ to cellular communications companies.

Sites such as the tops ofwater towers and high poles are often used by
Iellular companies to install rr-llular antennas for communication pur-poses

 

 
 

 
 
  

 

  

 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

County, Berlin Agitated Over

Personal Agenda ebateBERLIN (JFD) ~ 'lVVn members of
the Worcester County Commission-
ers are coming under fire from meni-
bers of the Berlin ‘Dawn Council who
claimed that those commissioners
allowed their personal agendas to
influence the way they voted regard-
ing the Briddletown Water Transfer.

Members of the council criticized
Commissioners James Purnell and
James Barrett for doing nothing to
dispel misinformation regarding the
transfer, a move the council claims
would_be a "win-win" situation for
all involved.

Members of the council said the
commissioners should ‘ have dis-
pelled false minors regarding finan-
cial and annexation aspects of the
proposed project but may have only
perpetuated them.

‘I thought it was wrong for them
to use their position as county com-
missioners to make the personal
comments that they made — two of
them, and it was Mr. Barrett and
Mr. Purnell — because they both had
a vested interest Mr, Purnell lives
in the area, and Mr. Barrett because
he's so anti-annexation," said Berlin
Councilmember Paula Lynch. ‘I

to

went up to Mr. Purnell and l asked
him, ‘Who are you here represent-
ing’! Are you representing the citi-
zens of Worcester County or your-
self?‘ He said, ‘I'm representing
both.‘ I don't believe you can dothat.”

The council felt residents‘ were
fearful about being annexed by
Berlin and having to pay a $10,000

.-hook-up fee. Council members have
been very vocal, since the project
was proposed, in saying it would not
annex the Briddletown residents
even if they requested it. Also,
according to Don Ward, head of the
town's utility commission, there
would be no hook-up fee for resi-dents. '

"There has never been any inten-
tion to annex Briddletown. lt would
not be economically sensible because
we'd have to provide sewer and
there's no way we could do that,"
said Lynch.

Lynch claimed the commissioner
tied the annexation of Route 346 to
the Briddletown residents and con-

" “I,don’t really think they trust the town _‘
of Berlin, ” said Barrett. “They're scared

death they’re_ going to be pulIed_i_nto
_ ' . - an annexation type-of-thing. '1 f "-

 
"l‘here has never been any inten-tion to annex Briddletown. It would

not be economically sensible he-
cnuse we'd have to provide sewer
and there's no way we could do
that," said Berlin Council member
Paula Lynch. 

fused the issue. ‘By omission or
commission they certainly led those
residents to believe that there was
some question of annexation and
that Berlin has some sort of ulterior
motive in trying to promote this

  
water system for those few citizens.
There was no ulterior motive," said
Lynch. "Those two county commis-
sioners muddied the waters up so
badly, that the facts didn't seem to
mean much."

Purnell is irate over the criticism R
he has received, saying that he ‘abstained from the vote as a com-
missioner, but he has a right to
speak his mind as a citizen.

According to Purnell, Briddletown
residents thought he was the one
who was originally trying to transfer
the service and contacted him. He
claimed he did not want it from the
beginning and the residents wanted
him to call a meeting, which he didto discuss the facts of the issue.

"I wanted them to know that l as
a county commissioner did not go to
the Town of Berlin and look into the
possibility of bringing the water into
Briddletown," said Purnell. "What l
did was bring them up to date as to
how this thing got started, and then
l let them know where I stood as zi

SEE PAGE 12
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BERLIN (JSG) — report rc-Inased this week indicates coun-

increasogin their property taxes,
as property values are expected

the next three years.’ _ V .
_ The ‘a\_/erage_.annual -,increaso
._eyed for the county'is»slightly

, 'of. 1.1‘ percent and Gary Flziter,

the ,W_orcester County Depart
_ment; of Ais_sessments_- and; Tax

.tion, said the difference explain
-- the countysanticipated growth
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BERLIN (JFD) — The national
movement to deregulate power com-
panies is being met with open arms
by Berlin even though the town's
ability to supply its customers with
electricity will soon be in competi-
tion, at least theoretically, with ev-
ery other power company across thecountry.

According to Don Ward, utility
manager, Berlin's package of prices
and service will outdo virtually anypackage town residents will be
offered once deregulation fully matc-
rializes, largely because the town's
power company is not a money~mal(—
ing operation.

The deregulation of power compa-
nies is being pushed, largely, by
heavy users of electricity, such iis
major multi-national corporations.
These heavy users feel they can pur-
chase electricity less expensively if
they can shop for their electricity.

Presently, power companies have
protected areas where they can pro-
vide electricity to their customers on
a retail level. The wholesale aspect
of selling electricity to providers has
already been deregulated with com-
panies being able to purchase elec-
tricity from a variety ofother electric
generators.

"The main thing that is going to
be deregulated is the electric supply,
where people purchase their electric-
ity," said Jay Mason, spokespersonfor Delmarva Power. ‘The distribu-
tion systcm, most likely, will remain

 

  ’tHE:CO’..i_;"ii”i4E'Ws

regulated. The thing that the cus-
tomer will have 2: choice about is
who they're going to buy their powerfrom.

"So let's say Montgomery Ward
and Sears and Wal-Mart are all sell-

City Sinks
BY DAVID SUZNAVICK

OCEAN CITY — Councilman
Vince Gisriel said this week he will
not immediately pursue a circuit
court appeal to overturn the City
Council's rejection of a petition
seeking a referendum on the buyout
of ii West Ocean City mobile home
park in order to establish n runway
protection lone for the airport

‘We're going to continue to pursue
our appeal riglits'under the lcityl
charter," Gisriel said after meeting
with supporters 'I\iesday night.
Gisriel said the decision not to pur-sue the issue in court was reached
after petition proponents deter-
mined the city charter affords peti-
tioners an appeal process before
seeking a legal remedy. ‘My feeling
is that if we went to E(1IlTl.,2]Ull[:L’would renianil it hack to the council
for zi licaring,’ luv S/tltl

ln furtlii-v;iiii‘r- nfllirit .'ippe:il, Gis

 
 

0.C Seacrem, Inc. v. H0telPlan Italia S.p.A.

ing electricity. And the customer de-
cides tu buy their electricity from
Montgomery Ward. The electricity
will still be delivered to that cus-
tomer's business or home through
someones distributioii system, whe-

isriel Ship
riel said he delivered a letter to City
Solicitor Guy Ayres, Wednesday, aslc
ing for ii formal hearing on the mat-
ter before the City Council. Copies of
the letter also have been delivered to
the council members, he said.

Although the council has already
rejected one request for an appeal,Cisriel said he thinks the council is
obligated to vote on whether ;i for-
mal hearing should be scheduled,
Something which he said -has notbeen done.

Council President Rick Meehan
said the council has already rejected
one request for on appeal and he is
unsure if a vote is even necessary
Mechan did say, however, Ayrcs has
already advised the council it is un-
der no obligation to hear an appealon the issue.

But even if the (DuH(.'tl dries ulti-
niately agree to vote on grriiiting an
appitil lll3<'\l’Il"tg, Ci<,ii(‘l's 5U[)[l(\lt(‘l&SEE PAGE 4

Opposition No. 91190886

Offered by Opposer

 
 

ther, it's Delmarva or Choptank, or
Berlin. Each utility would charge
Montgomery Ward for using ourdelivery line," Mason said.

Berlin is one of only live munici-
palities in Maryland to have its own
power company. However, it pur-
chases 95 percent of its electricity
from Delmnrva Priwer, according to
Wrird. Purchasing power from on-
other source is done for two reasons.
One is that the present power sta-
tion is not capable of providing elec-tricity for the entire town. And the
second reason is the electricity pur-
chased is cheaper than what it costs
Berlin to produce it. -

The 5—percent of the power that
Berlin produces saves the town an
estimated $60,000 a month. The to
tal power that it produces and pur-
chases is distributed by Berlin's elec-
tric company to residents in its serv-
ing area, which IS exclusive to thr-town.

After deregulation is complete,
which will not occur until alter the
millennium, customers will have the
option to look elsewhere for lower
prices, but according to Ward resi-
dents will be hardpressed to find abetter deal

“My concern IS that the retail dr-—
regulation is going to hurt the small
residential, low income, middle-in-
come customer who only uses is
small amount of electricity a month
because no one is going L0 be lookingSEE PAGE 2
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 Briddletown Stays In County Hands
BERLIN (JFD) — The county will remain in control of the BriiJille-

town service area, as residents of the area overwhelmingly voted not to
transfer the service to the town of Berlin, even though officials claim
the transfer would be best for all parties involved.

Forty-eight ballots were sent to the residents ofthe area, of which 28
were returned, with only four votes in favor of the transfer. There were
13 votes against the transfer and 11 votes were considered to be invalid,
but the Worcester County Commissioners reported at least eight of the
invalid votes were against the transfer.

The Dec. 9 public hearing clearly showed the rate-payers of the area
were not in favor of the transfer, even though, according to Andy Ful-
glium, towii administrator, their rates would decrease and the water
quality would improve. Fulghum felt the main reason residents were
not receptive to the proposed change was because they were confusing
the transfer with annexation, something that is not in the town's plans,

The present system is expensive to run and the residents do not have
meters but pay a bulk rate. "it's a shame because all of the funding was
in place," said Fulghum, The required funding for the transfer from the
MDE was contingent upon the support of the alfected residents

Mathias To Speak At Chamber Luncheon
OCEAN CITY — Mayor Jim Mathias will be the guest speaker at a

lllnCl)l:0l], hosted by the Ocean City Chamber of Commerce, to be held
at the Holiday lnn on 'l\iesday, Jan. l3 at 11:30 a.m.

Mathias will preview the upcoming Maryland legislative session and
its potential impact on our resort community. Pending legislation con-
cerning gambling, beach replenishment and highway/bridge projects
arejust a few of the items Mathias is expected to address.

Cost of the luncheon is $10. Reservations are required.

Coast Guard Auxiliary Elects Leaders
OCEAN CITY — U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 1105 of Ocean

City recently elected its two highest-ranking officials. Ernest J. Blazer.
of Kecnwick, Del., has been elected commander, and William C Poko-
riiy, of West Ocean City, has been named flotilla vice commander.

Blazer, a veteran member of the auxiliary, has served previously as
a flotilla commander and as captain of Auxiliary Division 12. Pokorny
has served as vice flotilla commander in the past.

Winterfesl To Light Up January Weekends
OCEAN ClTY —— The resort's 5th Annual Winterfest of Lights will

continue on weekends through the month of January, featuring lumi-
nous displays all around town and activities the entire family can enjoy.

Since mid~Noveniber, thousands have visited the resort to enjoy the
view of more than 800,000 twinkling, glittering lights covering hun-
dreds ofanimated and stationary displays. From the lnlet at the south—
ern end of town up to Northside Park, elaborate displays lights upOcean City's winter night sky.

Winterfest Express rides are $2 for ages over 12, $1 for ages 6- l2 and
free for children under the age offive. 'l\‘ain rides start at 5:30 p in aml
the last ride departs at 9:30 p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundaysthrough January.

Gilchresi: No Premium Raise For Seniors

BERl.lN — Rep. Wayne T. Gilclirest recently signaled his opposition
to a proposed premium increase by BlueCross/Blueshield of Maryland
(BCBSMD), which would raise rates by up to $75 a month for rural sen-
iors enrolled in the Medi-Care First program

In a letter to BCBSMD's president, Gilchrest wrote, "I understand
your need to maximize profits, however, I urge you to reconsider this
proposed premium increase. While l believe BlueCross/Blucshield IS
committed to sewing all seniors in Mpryland, I am afraid that such a
steep increase may drive many seniors out of the program and reduce
their access to adequate health care "

Bozman To Speak At Women's Club Meeting
OCEAN ClTY ~ The United Democratic Women's Club of Maryland

IS having an eastern district luncheon on Saturday, Jan. 17 at the
Princess Royale Hotel at noon. The guest speaker will be Del. Bennett
Boznian, D38. There will he lunched served, and the cost is $15

Stale Reports Low Highway Deaths
BERLlN- Maryland State Police Superintendent Colonel Dzivid B

Mitdiell announced this week 1997 may prove to be one of the lowest
years of recorded highway fatalities in Maryland in three decades

Preliminary figures for 1997 show that 591 people died on Marylsiiid
roadways in traffic crashes, as compared to 615 for 1996 which was the
lowest number of highway deaths since 1964 These numbers are ex
potted to change somewliat until the end ofJ:inuary, when the final fa
tality figure bcconii-s official

 

 
 

FROM PAGE 1
are expected to gain little except per
haps as ii delaying tactic, as support,
among rouncil members, appears tobe thin.

"I'm really not in favor of turning
uur council chambers into a court-
room, with interrogations and cross
examinations," Meehan said. “l
think the proper place for that wouldbe in the court."

Councilman Lee Duggaii agreed,
saying that while he had not yet
seen Gisriel's letter, he was not
inclined to carry the issue any fur»
ther. ‘I think it's fine to disagree, but
Vince just doesn't know when to
quit," he said. "There comes a time
when you just have to quit and move
on. l know how he feels. I've been
beat many times in the years that
l've sat [on the council]. But ifwe go
into this every time we disagree,
we'd never get anything done "

Councilman Buck Mann said he
too is not inclined to allow a hearing.
‘l think we've gone as far as we can
go with this," he said. ‘We've bent
over backwards for Vince, even
allowing some signatures that,
under state guidelines, should have

been thrown out He's just not goingto be satisfied."
Saying she has not yet read

Gisris.-l's letter, Councilwoman
Nancy Howard said she has not yet
reached a decision on the issue and
is only likely to do so after consult’
ing with the city solicitor

Gisriel left open the possibility
that the issue could wind up in cii ."
cuit court if the council declines to
hold a hearing, however With that
possibility looming over the heads of
Councilors up for re—election, Gisrivl
could see a softening ofopposition in
that a court battle may linger long
into this year's election season, offer
ing an irritating reminder to those
voters who signed the petition

That point has not escaped all thi-council members.
Although not up for reelection,

Councilman Jim Hall said he will
support Gisrie|'s effort to get a hear’
ing "l supported him to begin with,"
Hall said Wednesday. "I would cer
tainly support giving him a hear
ing," Hall said he too questions thi-
criteria by which the elections board
rejected some signatures and would
like to see those questions resolved.
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offices last week, reveals 2 five-year expansion formula for the

Ocean City Municipal Airport.

Resort Expands TV Ads
OCEAN CITY (JFD) ~ While not

. increasing their advertising budget
for the upcoming year, the resort has
changed their television advertising
strategy by lengthening the commer-cial from ten seconds to 30 seconds.

According to Mike Noah, director
of tourism for Ocean City, the pur-
pose of changing the commercial is
to showcase Ocean City's primary
amenities, in hopes of lengthening
the prime vacation season

"Our advertising in the past has
basically been reminder advertising
- ‘Don't forget to make your reserva-
tions for Ocean City’. That's the ba-
sis of the 10-second ad," Sflltl Noah.
‘This year it's a 30-second ad, which
introduces more of what there is to
do in Ocean City "

That advertisement will go to the
rcsort's major area of dominant in-
fluence, which is the ll.'iltimorc-
Washingtoii corridor, southern
l’eiiiisyl\'ania, New Jersey, Phila-
delphia and parts of New York Of
tliiise ninrkets, the two primary mar-
In 1-. are the llaltinmro—\V;i<.hington
rniriilor and Ilw SU\llll(‘fll l'riiii'-vl

0.C. Seacrets, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia S.p.A.

vania markets, accounting for about
80 percent of the advertising budget.

The budget, according to Noah,
“hasn't changed one penny from last
year," hovering right around $1 mil-
lion. Of that, $700,000 is allocated
for television expenses and the rest
is for print advertising. The new tel-
evision commercial, which was shot
in September, cost the town nearly
$160,000 and is scheduled to begin
running in mid-January through
April.

"The commercial basically, covers
all aspects of what Ocean City is.
Whether it's golf, fishing, outdoor
sports, restaurants, music. lt's all
incorporated into one commercial,”
said Noah. “We're focusing on a
higherend deinographic than in the
past, because we're targeting up-
scale markets in southern Pennsyl-
vania, southern New Jersey, and
some of New York. They have a little
more money and they're not afraid to
spmid it Wen‘ in t‘0lllp(‘lll.lDIl in try-
ing to LlTI\'[‘ that m.-irket lo (lrrriri
Cilv ratlicr than [jt\In[j l|\'(’l’ omSEC PAGE l0

Opposition No. 91190886
Offered by Opposer

 

 

Local Government Prepared

Y2K Gli ch No Problem
BERLIN (JFD) — The year 2000,

or YZK, computer glitch is still two
years away, but local governmental
agencies are starting to think about
how they can be ready to prevent
and handle some of the problems
that are likely to occur.

Y2K is a problem only computer
experts can fully understand, but its
effects will impact virtually every-
one. In fact, society is already being
affected because governmental agen-
cies are beginning to allocate money
in their budgets to hire high-priced
consultants to remedy the situation.

The glitch is a result of computer
programming, or coding, that has
designated the year by only using its
last two digits. Because of this, com-
puter programs that rely on time
will be adversely affected.

The problem originated in the '60s

-:=-amt-i-i,:r>v
ll.'l.-"R 

The 42 residents in this mobile home park, located across _ -.
Rmilc fill from the iiirpurt_ are facing eviction, as Ocean City

and '70s when saving data was much
more expensive than it is today. A
megabyte of memory cost tens of
thousands ofdollars. ln order to con-
serve resources, programmers sim-
ply coded the year in two digits
rather than four, assuming that the
first two digits would be 19. This
coding system was perpetuated
when newer programs were devel-
oped and were made compatible
with existing ones.

Nearly every program will be
adversely affected, but it is difficult
to determine how extreme the effects
will be in each program. Local gov-
ernment is now in the process of
investigating which programs need
to be brought up to speed. However,
they are not yet able to assess the
cost of updating their computer sys-

SEE PAGE 10
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1997:A Year Of Tragedy, Po itics
BERLIN (JSG) — Attempts to Lle-

termine the importance of a year in
:r simple word or two typically fail.
However, this is not the case for
I997. It clearly was a year full of
liotli tragedy and politics

The following is a spread devoted
to the news that grabbed headlinesii- I997:

Route 1‘l3'Dualization

Becomes a Reality
BERLIN — It took years of lobby-

ing and 71 deaths, but Route 113
will become four lanes

C.R.A.S.H. members and local
government officials finally caught
the ear of the big wigs in Annapolis,
as all affected government agencies
signed off on the full dualization
plan of the road in a Sept. 18 meet-
ing in Washington D.C.

The plan, which will cost at least
$120 million, will dualize approxi-
mately 23 1/2 miles of road stretch-
ing from the Delaware line to Snow
Ilill. The next hurdle the project
must clear is finding the money tobuild the new road.

Prior to that meeting, an emotion-
al public hearing at Stephen
Decatur High School took place in
June, at which family members of
victims who died on the road spoke
out in favor of the proposal, movingofficials to take action.

Pliesleria Breaks Out
On Pocomoke,

Watermen Lose Shirts
POCOMOKE - In what resulted

in substantial losses to area water-
men, the Pocomoke River faced its
toughest summer cvcr, battling a
toxic organism called pfiesteria pis-cicida.

Pfiesteria resulted in a growing
number of fish with gaping, ulccrous
sores making the river unsafe for
even humans. As a result, the l'lVt'I'
was closed sealing the season for theWatcrmen

Once the summer weather sub-
sided, the disease dissipated, but
noted scientists are predicted the
microbe to surface conic spring.

In order to hamper its return,
government agencies have pointed
their fingers toward the poultry
industry. It appears these farmers
will be facing some new legislationin I998.

Resort Only Swallows Coke,
May Pay In Higher Court
OCEAN CITY — The Ocean City

Mayor and Council decided in April
to make Coca-Cola the official soft
drink of the town, ilisinissing a con-
tract arrangement with Fantasina
Prodiictions Inc, who was working;
on a similar deal with Pepsi at the
time. The deal, worth SI million,
nave Coke exclusive pouring rights
at all city-sponsored events

Overall, the City Council was pist
ecstatic flV('l' the deal, but Council-
iri:in Vince Cisriel fr-ll Ul.l)\‘I‘\VlS1‘,
coiiiplaiiiiiig the city has entered
into the business of “restricting ff(‘l‘

trade."
As a result of the city's vote,

Fantasma filed, in October, a law-
suit for $750,000 in damages stoni-
niing from a breach of coiitract The
Coke deal is seen as an illegal cessa-
tion of the Ocean City/Pant.-isrna
sponsorship agreement. 1998 will
only tell.

Bally's Seals
Ocean Oval Deal

BERLIN — After months of over-
coming bureaucratic hurdles, B:illy's
Maryland Inc. finally took control of
Ocean Downs on May 28. Live racing
first took place Fourth ofJuly week-end.

Though shortened due to the buy-
out delays, Bally's at Ocean Downs
experienced their best summer ever,
eclipsing all their past records.

Weather Sparks
Terrific Season

OCEAN CITY -1-By most ac-
counts, Ocean City businesses expe-rienced a tremendous summer as
record crowds flocked to the beach
for an unbelievably beautiful season.

More than 4 million visitors from
all over the East Coast found the
weather in Ocean City excellent. As
a matter of fact, there was only one
weekend which could be called a
washout.

Furthermore, the resort went
unscathed through the peak hurri-
rane season, which was a spectacu-
lar story in itself.’

Drunk Diver
Takes Innocent Lite

OCEAN cny —A Wall, N.J., man
was killed July 27 in a drunk driving
accident when a car, driven by
Robert Bartlett, Fairfax, Va , struck
Michael Ketchum, 28, severing both
his legs and killing him on impact.

Kctchum and his 26-year-old
brother were crossing PhiladelphiaAvenue at Talbot Street when
Bartlett's Chevy Blazer crashed in to
Ketchuin sending him approximate-
ly 300 feet in the air,

After the collision, Bartlett lost
control of his Blazer as it drove
across a curb, striking a fire hydrant
and utility pole, before stopping on
the back ofa pickup at the Oceanic
Motel. Minutes later, Ocean City
police found Bartlett hiding under-
neath a downtown pier.

Officials estimated the vehicle-
was traveling at least 70 miles perhour, '

$18.4M Bond Controversy
OCEAN CITY ~ Thanks to two

petition drives, Councilman Vince
Cisriel removed two controversial
issues from the $18.4 million bond

Deleted from the bond, which will
fund the Boardwalk renovation, the
undergrnunding of utilities on
Haltimoie Avenue, and a host of
smaller city [)|’0}€CtS, were the pro-posed recreational bubble and then a
move to replace it with a hard~striiit-
ture building at Northside Park

The bubble was spiked by the City
Council amid bitter debate from thi-
business community. The council
decided in its place to fund, through
the bond, a h:iri.l-structure, recre-
ational building at Northside I‘ark

Gisricl, citing a substantial lack
of planning on Recreation Director
Tom l‘orlozui'5 part, began a petition
to take the issue to referendum and
was successful achieving the 1,169
signatures needed.

Powell Exits Retired Life
To Seek State Senate Seat
OCEAN CITY — Former Mayor

Roland Powell shocked the area in
August announcing his intentions to
run for a state senate scat against
Republican J. Lowell Stoltzfus for
the 38th District, which includes
Worcester, Somerset and part ofWiconiico counties.

Tour Plane Crashes,
. Kills:Two Tourists, Pilot
OCEAN CITY —'A local airplane

tour business closed-its doors this
summer after onenuf its planes
crashed into the ocean off the 94th
Street beach, killing three.

This was the second crash for
Ocean Aerial last summer and the
fifth since 1983.

The pilot, Florida-native John
McLaughlin, two Pennsylvania pas-
sengers, Crystal Blankenbiller, 25,
and Judy Lesher, 25, were all killedin the crash.

No word has been released if the
business will return next summer
for business.

County Oilice Building
Will Expand In Snow Hill

SNOW HILL — After listening to
the pleas of Snow Hill residents and
business owners to have county
employees rcmain downtown, the
Worcester County Commissioners
decided to not only construct a new
$6.5 million office building for gov-
ernment employees in the town lim~
its, but they decided to attach it to
the present site at the court house.

The people of Snow Ilill can be
credited with keeping the proposed
building within town limits because
of their active participation at the
Oct. I3 public hearing.

Outcry from the public over
rumors the commissioners were
planning to move the building out on
to county property on U.S, I13
seemed lo startle the camniissionnrs,
who ultimately made their decision
based on the wishes of the people ofthe town

Resort 911 Center
Nears Fruilion

OCEAN CITY ~ It took nearly the
entire year, but Mayor Jim Mathias
and his staff from Ocean City, final
ly had their meeting with the
Worcester County Cuinrnissioners;
regarding improvements to 911 sei-
vice in Ocean City.

The Doc. 23 meeting was an eye-
opener for the commissioners as
Ocean City officials educated them
on how the 911 system worked for
Ocean City and how that system
could be improved.

The commissioners showed some
degree of opposition to moving thi-
answering point ofOccan City eincr-
gency calls from the Snow Hill call
center to Ocean City's, but said they
might be willing to go ahead with a
formal study to see how much time
the move would save. Ocean Cityofficials estimate the amount of time
saved at nearly 22 seconds per call.

$29M Powell Center Opens
With Great Expectations

OCEAN CITY —— Decernber's
grand opening of the $29 million
Roland E. Powell Convention Center
marked the beginning of a new erafor the area.

By the year 2000, the pruyected
annual net economic impact of the
expansion is $72.5 million in expen-
ditures, $42.9 million in household
earnings and creation of more than
2,000 new jobs. Furthermore, the
expanded convention center will pro-
vide in excess of $8.8 million in
direct tax revenues to the state

Snow Hill Mayor Linked
To lnlernel Pornography

SNOW HlLL— Mayor Craig John-
son, who on Dec. 16 resigned from
his job as a Worcester County
deputy sheriff, was arrested in
December for allegedly allowing his
squad car to be used in sexually
explicit photographs displayed on anInternet Web site.

Worcester State's Attorney Joel
Todd charged Johnson, 41, with two
misdemeanor counts of misconduct
in office as mayor and deputy.

In his first term as mayor,
Johnson has been urged to resign by
many officials and residenLs, but no
word of his resignation has beenreceived.

Airport Land Buyout Halted
OCEAN CITY — The Ocean City

Mayor and Council agreed in a 5-2SEE PAGE 31
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Can The Madness Be Stopped?
In recent weeks, our pages have been filled with accounts of numerous

sexual assaults around the northern Worcester County area. After reading
some of the details of the incidents, most of which were withheld from pub-
lication in the interest ofgood taste, it's easy to simply cringe in disgust and
horror at the actions of the alleged perpetrators. After all, many of the acts
discovered in court records shine the light on perhaps the darkest aspect ofhuman nature.

Take the case of the Ocean Pines man who sexually violated her teenage
daughter seemingly because of u dissatisfactory grade she received in a highschool course.

Another example came just two weeks ago when a man was arrested and
charged with 31 counts of sex offenses and child abuse on his young son in
Berlin. These and others are despicable acts of violence and jeopardize the
safety of one ofour most sacred covenants
between caretaker and child.

As repugnant as the thought of an
adult having sexual relations with an off-
spring or any other minor for that matter
is to most, there are some who not only
find it acceptable but also a pealing. - - -

What can be done‘! ls tiiicre a way to disturbing cases In
stop this sort of activity from happening couds lodayr and
again? lfthere is, it hasn't been discovered the only way 10 ensure
yet. Counseling helps on occasion and psy- similar incidems don-Ichological evaluations often discover .
something in the perpetrator’s past that occur repealed” '5makes his acts somewhat understandable. to hand down serious

However, one of the easiest ways tocurb punishmer-"5_these types of revolting incidents is to
make the crime punishable by serioustime.

Last week, state prosecutors dropped various assault and sex offense
charges against a man who kidnapped a 14-year-old boy in West Ocean City
in 1999. While the child was restrained to a chair, the man committed vari-
ous sexual acts on the boy. While the statute called for a possible 20-year sen-
tence, the state only asked for a sentence of 10 years because it wanted to
save the victim further humiliation in court. The kicker is the man was on
probation for identical charges for another incident in Delaware.

Clearly, the system is not working the way it should. lt failed that 14-year-
old. It failed in its duty to protect innocent children from these disturbed
individuals. As 1) result, the teen was raped of the innocence all youngsters
should be able to enjoy, and it's simply not right.

Prosecutors can obviously only seek what the statute allows in individual
cases, but in some instances the maximum penalty and no less must be the
goal. While these pedophiles are jailed and no longer a menace to society,
perhaps then psychological evaluations can be performed in order for the
experts to determine why these people do what they do. They can’t be
allowed back on the streets afler serving their sentence only to commit the
same crime again.

The public should not have to become accustomed to reading accounts in
this publication and others of children being sexually assaulted by their
guardians or strangers. _

However, when these types of unfortunate incidents do take place, the
public should at least be able to assume the severity of the punishment willfit the heinousness of the crime.

 

THE GIST

Pedophile crimes
are some of the most

,.

To Our Readers
The Dispatch welcomes any and all letters from our readcrs. All let-

ters are encouraged typed and we reserve the right to edit each letter for
accuracy, clarity and space restraints. Letters should include writer's
name, address and day telephone number. Letters can be mailed to Th:
Drspalcli, PO Box 467, Berlin, Md. 21811; faxed to 410-641-0966, or
email to dspatch1@intercorn.net.

The Dispatch/Maryland Coast Dispolch January 28, 2000
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SHA Thanks Motorists

Editor:
On behalf of all the state and con-

tracted employees of the State High-
way Administration in District 1, 1
would like to take this opportunity
to thank the motoring public for
your cooperation and courtesy dur-
ing our area's recent series of snow-
stonns. You made it possible for us to
respond immediately to the work of
snow removal by minimizing your
travel during the most severe wenth~
er and giving our highway crews the
room to clear your state-owned high-
ways in Dorchester, Somerset, Wicc-
mico and Worcester counties.

if anyone has experienced prob-
lems with our efforts in cleaning any
state highways, such as mail boxes
that have been damaged or displac-
ed, please call the SHA Maintenance
Shop in your county and it will be
our pleasure to repair or replace any
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mailboxes damaged due to our oper-
ations as soon as possible. The main-
tenance shop number is: Worcester,
410-632-0511; Wicomico, 410-543-
6710; Somerset, 410-651-1333; and
Dorchester, 410-228-4977.

Donnie L. Drewer
Salisbury

{The wntcr .; nu sum Highway Admmr
Ilrutron Dulrrr! I Engineer}

Bottom Line
Is They PatronizeEditor:

This is in response to the letter by
Al Wendling, who, along with his
wife, profess to be the self-appointed
representatives of those businesses
located near Fisher's, 'l‘hrashcr's
and Dolle's on the Boardwalk Wend-
ling is all bent out of shape because
apparently there are those who ent-
er his establishment with a box of
popcorn even though there is :1 signSEE NEXT PACK
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Starting late Wednesday night and falling through to Thursday afternoon, Worcester
County’s first snowstorm of the year proved to be a gentle one actually welcomed by many
residents. The snow measured three inches in depth. Highway crews had little trouble keep-
ing the major highways open to traffic. For more snow pictures, see page 1L

 

Bias Charged in County 2000 Survey
Committee members call for removal of the survey in which they state they had “no in-

volvement in preparing." Letter takes issue with renters vs. residents, plus the exclusion of
questions of economic impact. Carolyn Cummins, planning commissioner, calls attacks on
survey “premature.” See story, page 5.
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Education Divides Cand dates
Although education long has been the responsibility ofstatc and local gov-

ernments — and rightly so — the issue has become in prime topic of contention
in the presidential debates.

GOP front-runner Gov. George W. bush emphasizes that, during his
tenure in office, minority students in Texas have made considerable progress
in closing the academic achievement gap. As president, Bush would give
schools that receive federal funds for disadvantaged kids three years to
shape up. Under his proposal, failure to improve would prompt Washington
to provide parents with vouchers worth $1,500 (the approximate average
per-pupil federal expenditure, plus state matching funds). They could use
that money to send their children to public or private schools of their choice.

Bush’5 tough approach does not include dismantling the elepliantine
Education Department, the bane of conservatives for two decades. Rather,
Bush would have the Education Department provide numerous financial
incentives to improve student performance. He also would give states
greater latitude in spending federal funds.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., trumpets the virtues of competition and hold-
ing staff and students strictly accountable for their performance. He would
go one step further by enlisting a pool of military and other retirees to tutor
students in English, math and science. He favors merit pay and strict com-
petency tests for teachers. Those who cannot cut it in the classroom, he
believes, should be cashiered.

Vice President Al Gore has produced a prototypical Democratic proposal
that would cost $115 billion over 10 years. His grandiose plan, which would
swell the Education Department's budget by one-third, flows from the flawed
premise that the federal government alone can fix underperforming schools.
It brims with buzz phrases about closing failing schools and reorganizing
them under dynamic leadership, complete with financial inducements.

Gore's empathy for children trapped in woeful schools does not include
allowing them to escape, via vouchers, to private schools. Such choice, he
maintains, would erode the financial foundation of public schools. Not sur-
prisingly, however, Gore's four children attended private schools.

Democratic challenger Bill Bradley would give vouchers a limited try. The
former New Jersey senator supports parental choice only for poor children
who are stuck in subpar schools His modest freedom-of-choice advocacy
places him in the cross-hairs ofthe teachers'unions, which view vouchers as
a sinister plot to undermine public education.

This isn't to suggest the National Education Association or the American
Federation of Teachers would refuse to back Bradley where he the
Democratic nominee. They could not abide the GOP alternatives of Bush or
McCain, both ofwhom believe in bearing down on incompetent teachers and
pushing other reforms that are anathema to teachers’ unions.Reprinted /rvrn Coplly Nuus Servizr
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Editor:
I would like to thank the commit-

tee and volunteers who all helped to
make the Mayor and City Council's
Open House on New Year's Day 2000
a tremendous success. Approximate-
ly 2,500 guests patiently stood in
line to visit the mayor and his fami-
ly andcouncil members. They also
enjoyed music, displays and refresh-
ments V

Since the Open House was part of
Ocean City’: oflicial 40-Day Millen-
nium Celebration, we started plan-

this event very special. Our plans
included a variety ofcontinuous mu-
sic, ‘old-timer” story tellers enter-
taining in the mayor's ofiice, old
videos, pictorial displays of Ocean
City’: past and present, and a trea-
sure chest filled with memorabilia.
We also planned to have refresh-
ments, for which 31 restaurants
donated a variety of delicious foods.

ln November we learned we
would not be able to use the Mayor
and City Council‘a Chambers but
would have to use the old school gym

January 21. 2000
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for most of the event's exhibits and
entertainment. This committee help-
ed me do what I thought was the im-
possible. The gym was transformed
into a festive room with twinkle
lights in the ceiling, carpeting cover-
ing the concrete floor and many dec-orative amenities.

All of the above could not have
been accomplished without the total
support and hard work of my co-
chair, Donna Greenwood, and the
committee. I commend them for
their commitment and enthusiasm.
The co-chair and committee mem-
bers include: Donna Greenwood,
'lbni Wagner, Carroll Wagner, Jan
Rice, Gerty Apple, Jody Falter, Joe
Hall, Leah Leiberman, Jacob Leiber-
man, Marion Ammerman, Joe Mitre-
cic, Marge Rozankowski, John Ro-
iankowski, Gabby Mancini, Betty
Heckman, Amy Rotherrnel, Bob Giv-
an, Tbm Collins and Merry Rohrer.
Additionally, thank you to those vol-
unteers who also helped. They in-
clude Ron Rice, Fran Kennedy, Dolo-
res Cockrell, Susan Childs and Vicki
Barrett. My sincere thanks to all.

Patricia Moran, Chair
Mayor and City Council's

2000 Open House

Insider Admirer
Editor.

1 am writing finally just to lot you
know how much l have always
enjoyed ‘Insider.’ He is so totally
politically incorrect that he is

refreshing. 1 don't always agree with
what he writes but greatly appreci-ate his candor. Will continue to look
forward to his page.

Belly Lee SeilarrdBerlin

The Great Migration Of The
19905 and Worcester 2000

Editor‘
A modern-day Paul Revere might

belatedly shout, ‘They are coming
NO, they are here!‘ as he awakens to
the fact that Worcester County has
been newly discovered and settled
by a flood of newcomers from far
away urban-suburban communities.
Month after month, they have moto-
red in quietly, settling in permanent-
ly to already-owned seasonal homes
or buying or building one of the
nearly 6,000 new dwellings built in
Worcester County since 1990 - they
are our newest residents, more than
12,000 strong!

The Worcester County 1990 popu-
lation of 35,023 has been projected
to grow to 47,200 in the year 2000.
Think of it this way: If this is the
case, the average rate of increase
over the past 10 years will have been
about 1,200 new residents per year,
or 100 per month. Can this really be
happening? Yes! This dramatic than-
ge — Worcester population up bymore than onethird in the decade
just closed -15 confirmed by the rush
of new home construction, the rapid-SEE NEXT PAGE
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— BOOK YOUR PARTIES
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410'524-4900
49TH ST. IN THE BAY

BAR 84 GRILL
OPEN YEAR-ROUND

LITE-FARE MENU ‘TIL 1 A.M.
' . IN JAMAICA USA > wwMeeacrets.com

POT5 105 LIVE BANDS 10 F.M.—2 AM.
SPECIAL GAMES '
ON DE BIG DISH Friday. Jan. 21: Power Play

Saturday, Jan. 22: Soul Affair 9
Sunday. Jan. 23: Jah Works

Tuesday. Jan.‘ 25: One Step
Beyond

Thursday, Jan. 27: UUU

V mo/nr..nw

. :5‘ "POWER PLAY
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Beloved Pines

Resident Killed

On Deadly Road. 4 0 
DY JAMES CROWLEY

STAFF WRITER 

BERLIN — The initial investiga-
ion into the death ofan Ocean Pina

woman killed in an automobile acci-
dent on Route 113 last weekend
could lie finished in two weeks, acv
cording to the case's chief investigat-
ing officer.

Maryland State Police Cpl. Krah
Plunkert, an accident reconstruction
specialist, said he is currently gath-
ering physical evidence surrounding
the iatril crash and is preparing to
subiiiit a full report to the county _
State's Attorney's Office Plunkert
intimated the report usually takes
100-200 hours to complete.SEE PAGE 12
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More than 600 friends and family members attended

in an accident on the corner of Route H3 and

 
casket to her final resting site at Sunset Memorial Park.

Though crews were missing in action on Thcsday,
of Monte U3 between Routes 50 and 589 to be comp!l:iiiv-il rmirl has ballooned to more than 80.

 
 
Statr. Highway Administration officials rxpecl the duahuatinn
I'll: by spring. Meanwhile, the number of deaths on the single»
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Judith Simmons’ funeral on Tuesday; Simmons was killed
Friendship Road last weekend. Above, family and friends carry_ her

Death Sparks
Concerns Over

Project Progress
BY JAMES CROWLEY
 

SYAFF WRITER 

BERLlN — Days after claiming its
latest victim, focus has again been
fixed on the road morbidly dubbed
‘Killer Highway" by county remi-dents.

Last Friday, Glvyearold Judith
Curine Simmons was killed near the
Friendship Road intersection of
Route I13 after her car was struck
by a driver charged with driving:while intoxicated.

\Vhile isolated accidents can hapr
pen anywhere at any given time, last
week's tragedy added to .1 leiiglhv
history of fatal accidi-nts along llni

SEE PAGE 13
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Speed Up We Snail Pace

Ala meeting last. week with US Sen. Barbara Mikulsl-ii, Worcester County
Commission President Jeanne Lynch asked the senator for federal funding
assistance to help expedite the completion ofthe county's massive Route 113
dunlization project. "This is something we really need help with. It's a majorsafety concern,” Lynch said.

After last weekend's horrifying accident on Route 113, the discourse seems
even more appropriate today. Only hours after her husband passed away at
Atlantic General Hospital from respiratory illness, Judith Simmons was dri»
ving north on Route 113 near Friendship Road likely contemplating her new
life as a widow. However, her thoughts- were cut tragically short, as a van driven
by a reported intoxicated driver crossed
the center line, killing the Ocean Pinesresident.

While the terrible circumstances sur
rounding her death make the heart ache,

THE GIST

As it stands today, Route
113 is still a perilous

highway tor motorists,

 

it onlyjustifies the importance ofthe dual» as state omcia|5 Conn,-weization project and the need to speed up
the construction. Simmons was killed
along a portion of Route 113 that is includ-
ed in the first phase of construction. Ifshe

to dawdle over the
completion of the

dualizallon project.
was driving on the new four-laned divided -——-1--—-—-:—

highwny, there is little doubt she would still be at Showell Elementary
School today resuming her daily duties. This accident was easily avoidableas well as preventable.

It's been more than two years since funds were designated to deal with the
killer highway and what little work has been done has progressed at a snaiI's
pace, The slow movement of the project makes us wonder would the same-
sized project have been mmpleted by now if its home was on the western
shore? Why on sunny 'I\iesday altemoon was there _not one construction
worker on the entire site? Did the governor reassign SHA workers to take
care of more important projects elsewhere? Is the lack of activity due to the
fact the Eastern Shore wields little political power’!

SHA officials report the first phase ofthe project from just north of Route
50 to Route 589 will be completed by spring. This is hard to believe, consid—
ering the appearance of the project this week. State officials need to getcrews back on the roadway as soon as possible. Finishing it needs to be made
a top priority, instead of a back~burner issue. If they need .1 reason, just askthe friends and family of.Iudith Simmons.

County Must Revisit
Monitoring PlansEditor:

I am very disappointed the Wor-
cester County Commissioners reject-
ed the initiatives to monitor growth
and development in its entirety. It
should have been retained and rc-
vised as necessary by the Worcester
2000 Steering Committee, County
Departments of Planning and Deve~
lopmenl. Review and Permitting.

The access management and envi-
ronmental impact are my concerns.
Storm water retention ponds should
be required to keep polluted water
from going into streams, canals,bays, etc. Limited access and service

. LETTERS To THE EDITOR  
  

roads parallel to routes 50 and 113
should be required for safety and the
expediting of through traffic.

Existing shrubbery and trees
should be maintained and others
planted as necessary for screening.
If improvements are not done in a
pleasing fashion, the public will tend
not to patronize the establishmenm.

I watched the construction of
Maryland Route 2, (Ritchie Hwy)
from the Baltimore City line to
Annapolis in the 1930's. It was the
first dual lone highway in the state
of Maryland and very beautiful. The
road had a speed limit of 55 mph. in
most areas and carried much traffic,
most of which was going to the

January
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‘Good thing we didn't sell the parking meters.’ Ocean City Eng
Terry McGean alter a round of higher-than»expected bidding toInlet parking lot reconfiguration. .

‘Did you dig your money out of your back yard /or I
Commissioner Louise Gulyas asked Commissioner Virgil Shockllast week's meeting. ;?

"No, but I had my gun loaded the entire time." Shockley replic

New Humane Socic
Group Confusing Do:

Eastern Shore. When the northern
end of the highway became too con-
gested, the state built Route 100 to Editor:
relieve Ritchie Hwy. and Route 177 I have noticed in recent 1
(Mountain Rd.). When the remain- the local weekly papers on :-
der of Ritchie Hwy. became Congest‘ ring to the Friends of the I
ed, the state built Route I~97. This Society. The ad is solicitin
resulted in the majority of the traffic tions for the benefit of our ll
going to the Eastern Shore, bypass- animals while not spccifyiny
fng the Ritchie Hwy. merchants. how they intend to use the.-

If Routes 50 and 113 are not con- lions. I am sure this is a very
trolled properly, the state may find it cause, but it's creating :1
necessary to build bypass roads, since donations usually mail
leaving many commercial establish— ly to the Humane Society or
ments to die on the vine. bly being made to the Fncn

We should not forget the probable Humane Society.
loss of life, due to serious accidents, I am relatively certn-n ti"
that could occur on a dangerous lieve their donations are fun
highway. coring for the animals at thi

Victor D. Beard on a day-to—day basis nnil tBerlin SEE NEXT PAGE
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SNOW HlLL - The head of the
Liquor Control Board for Worcester
County (LCB) and another senior
ranking official were barred from
the organization's headquarters
this week, while investigators
searched through records and inter-
viewed employees.

  

 
 
   

 
 
 
 

 
OCEAN CITY (JSG) — Reports

from the local hospitality industry
this week indicate the nearly
100,000 people celebrating the new
year in the resort area spent big
bucks during their stay, invigorating
the typically slow seasonal economy.

Ocean City Media Services Man»
ager Donna Abbott reported the
town's extensive celebration last
weekend attracted a record crowd to
Maryland's only seaside resort, sur-
passing the record set last year bymore than 10,000.

Pennsylvania resident Janet Wil-
tam, who stayed three nights in the
Sheraton Fontainebleau Hotel last
weekend, said her family had been
planning to spend the holiday in
Ocean City since September.

  
 
 

1.41‘ :-

Titll5:. xx.-.. ..... -u. .

  

  LCB Administrator Lacey Mur~
ray and Administrative Assistant
Linda Donaway were told by inves—
tigators on Monday they were not to
be present until the probe was com-
pleted Wednesday at l p.m.

‘The investigators asked that
they not be there while they were
doing the investigation,” LiquorControl Board member Michael
Ward said. “The Liquor Board did~
n't ask them to leave for any rea-

ago, but this beautiful weather just
makes it extra special," Wiltam said.

Due to unseasonably mild tem-
peratures throughout the weekend,
Wiltam said her and six members of
her family came to the Boardwalk on
Saturday around noon and stayed
through the evenings fireworks dis—
play.

"It's just been a perfect weekend
Everything has worked out great forus.” she said

Dr. Lenny Berger, owner of the
Sheraton, Ocean Club and Gateway
Hotel, couldn't have been more
pleased with the weekend. He said
all his planned New Year's Eve fesv
tivities were booked months ago andwent on without a hitch.

“We were sold out months in ad-

 

 

 

<24

.5 .0
e

 

 
son

Another member of the Liquor
Control Board, former Ocean City
Mayor Roland E. Powell, also con—
firmed the pair were asked not to be
present while the investigationensued.

“I guess the investigators just
wanted to look around and maybe
talk to some of the employees, with-
out them lMurray and Donaway]being present,’ Powell said.

 

On Monday, Donaway was asked
to leave the building around noon,
while Murray was out sick that dayand was notified of the decision at
home. When reached for comment
on Wednesday, Donaway said she
had no idea why she was asked to
leave the premises. "1 don't know
what's going on,‘ Donaway said. “I
just have no comment at this time.”

Donaway was reportedly back atSEE PAGE 10

"We were coming here for the New
Year's festivities we read about We
made our accommodations months Vance» 0" New Ye3"'5 EVE. We had "Countdown to the New Millennium" ctyproducer Dob Rothermel and a

1,000 people at our parties at the ci-owd or approximately 7,000 watch as the beach ball drop signifies the ar-SEE PAGE 16
rival of the year 2000 in Ocean City last weekend.
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ral Back In Black

Hospital Ends Century With Second

Straight Pmiitalilo Year Page 5

pp... A, Cour‘: 14.»: III
 

      4.4-.

  
 

  

  
 

 
 

 “Q?
  
  

 

By Slim Margin, Petitioners Put Issue

Before County Citizens Page 3
Ken.
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Year-Round Resort Attainable
The latest example of how far Ocean City has come over the last 10 years

in achieving its goal of becoming a prosperous, year-round resort was last
weekend, as approximately 100,000 people selected Maryland's only ocean-front resort as their destination for New Year's 2000.

How to attract business to Ocean City during the shoulder months first
became a major issue in the 19805. It was talked about previously, but the
tools were not in place to achieve it realistically. It was in the mid-B03 when
the key piece ofthe puzzle - the expansion of the inadequate convention cen-
ter - was first discussed. That dream was capped in 1997 when the glam-orous Roland E. Powell Convention
Center was completed and opened to the
public. The center has done wonders in
sustaining business in the resort well into
the winter months, but it hasn't been
extremely successful in luring families tothe area.

Officials may have stumbled upon
something special last weekend with the
New Year's holiday. They learned once
again families actually have aspirations of
visiting Ocean City in the dead of winter.
While January is typically the slowest
time of the year for almost any East Coast resort, Ocean City was jamming.
Many of the town's largest hotels were booked solid weeks in advance, and
nearly every restaurant offering New Year's Eve seatings were full. With vis-
itors enjoying candy popcorn and ice cream cones, the Boardwalk looked and
felt like a late spring or early fall weekend.

While the town certainly can't bank on similar weekend weather on every
New Year's, there's reason for local businesses to be excited. For years,
there's been nothing to bring the families down to Ocean City in the winter
months with the exception ofwinterfest ofLights, The town may have found
a solution in New Year's. The idea to offer a series of events to help the town
celebrate the turn of the century worked to near perfection. Its success was
seen up and down the Boardwalk and Coastal Highway, in hotel parking lots
and in restaurant seats. Next year when the actual third millennium offi-
cially arrives, the town would be wise to offer an even more elaborate sched
ule of events for tourists and locals. If we leamed anything from the first
weekend of 2000, it was if we give people a reason to come to Ocean City,
they will come in droves no matter what time of year.

LETTERS To THE EDITOR o _

 

THE GIST 

Ocean City discovered
last weekend people

will visit the beach no
matter what the season

as long as there's
a reason to come.
 

 
none of the Clinton administration

loverheard a young lady sitting at
the bar with a male companion When

In Next Election,
Demand That Leaders
Have Certain QualitiesEditor:

After a laborious day, as most reti-
rees are subjected to, I decided to
stop by a local watering hole for a
glass of beer.

As I sat down I happened to pros-
titute myself by watching a network
newscast reference the lowest prose—
tutorial endeavor to crucify a young
woman (as payback) for having more
guts, morality, patriotism and re-
spect for the office of the President
then most of the media, 80 percent
of the citizenry and all but 7 percent
of our elected officials as well as

a clip showing Ms Tripp leaving the
courthouse, she made this comment
‘I'll dance the entire time she is being
led to jail". Her companion agreed.
This Joan of Arc was almost success-
ful in bringing down the most corrupt,immoral, anti American administra-
tion and government in the 200-plus
years of the founding of the Republic.
A government that would run a close
second to the reign of New

The word has come down from on
High “Crucify her‘ and the Howard
County Judiciary cried ‘Hail Caesar,
away with her" and Caesar invited

Ihe Dispatch/Maryland Coos! Dispatch January 7, 2000

 

another young thing into the oval
office. I personally feel defiled by
this bawdy performance by all three
branches of the government.

Ms Linda Tripp's future is very
much in doubt, lfshe is not prosecut-
ed her legal expenses will suffocate
her, but her actions would. I hope, be
admired by our founding fathers.

Stand up and be heard, you may
be next The lives of your children
and grandchildren are in jeopardy.
Each year hundreds and thousands
of new laws are passed taking away
your freedoms while protecting your
elected officials and the bureaucracy

Keep this in mind during the next
series of elections lf honesty, morali-
ty and decency are not demanded of
politicians, as well as self, we will
need and will have a third party leil
by the man who came out ol Nazare-
th 2000 years ago. No one else will be
able to save this once great nation.

A happy and safe holiday to all.
Frank Hrifrlc

Ocean City
New Animal Control Law

Leaves Dogs With The BiteEditor:
For 20 years l have been hoping

that Worcester County \vmild pass :leash law with some "teeth" in it
Finally, the Commission, on Nov

2, passed .1 “new” leash law whicl
pleased me until I found out that
except for some more cxpensivi
fines, it is the some old law lt seem‘
that dogs do not have to he leashei
“if it is under voice control" I assu
me that means the nwnerjust has tv
be able to yell at it

I like to walk on the rn.id where
reside but never had the courage [I
walk the last 1/2 mile ilue to do]
problems. Dogs have chased me U]
on my pump house, my auto hoot
and fences I wish the Cmnniission
ers would walk in my shoes the:
after scraping off the lmltorns 0
their shoes, tell me they have passe:
a leash law with some bile lt look-
as if the dogs still have all the bite

Ward Ba/re.
Neruarl

Protecting Animal Rights
is No Longer A DreamEditor: '

I've noticed zmirnal protectioi
issues have been featured in th-
news more and more frequently Th-SEE NEXT WAGE
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5f’0KT5 ON 10 W5 _
5FEC'AL GAME5 " ' , _» ’ FrIda_y,Jan. 7: HawéyawailbéhgcraON DE 5’ ; ‘ ‘ _ Saturday. Jan. 8: Harvey& '

» V v - " ' ‘ Wallbangers
Sunday. Jan. 9: 40 Lb. Head
Tueaday.Jan.j1:Cru5h ;
Thur5day.Jan.15:UUU ;
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BY> ENJAMIN L MOOK
-€l,’§:;4ssoc/Art EDITOR

;':one or the
'to",a"winter in many

srleft ‘ local . residentsJ , . , .
blllfl; staggeringly
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 héfaflgsaid. "We've
'hig'h bi||'cumplaints.
ii-‘-my";custamers_ but
thing’ l have no con-
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Looking To The Past
The McDonald's restaurant at 33rd Street will be looking to the past tor the design cues at its new building. The restaurant

 
 

will be modeled after the McDonald's at the 19505. Above, work sinned this week with the raring ol the existing building.Prvalo by 614190 imam m

Wya Waiver Preliminary Trial
 

Hearing Case Goes
To Circuit Court
 

m URYu— JC. Penney of
to iabury_'.'will‘riot be among the

:ft4..'Pen'riey;atoreii scheduled for
-closing‘ in:t_h'e, near future.
,.,.,’,A'c‘cordi'ng to a company report,
non‘e'of~the-Penney stores on the

. =De.lmnrva-Peninsula are among
the targetedtlosings. V

-“,=f_'Althoiigh closing '44 of its
stores, J.C. Penney will continue
to open new outlets in promising
locations, 3 company spokesmansaid.
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BY BENJAMIN L MOOK
ASSOCIATE Euiron

SNOW HILL — The Whaleyvillc
man charged with assaulting an
Ocean City police officer, who even
tually shot him three times, waived
his right to a preliminary hearingyesterday.

lassac Maurice Wyatt, 29, of 7867
Duncan Crossing, Whalcyvillc, was
shot three times nn Coastal High
way last month atlrr reportedlyassaulting OCPD PVC Jennifer E
Smith. Wyatt was ZIfT€5l.("(l and
charged with the first» and second
degree assault.

Wyatt's prolirriinziry lieariiig was

 

Opposition No. 91190886

Offered by Opposer

yesterday in Snow Hill District
Court. Wyatt waived the prelimi~
nary hearing, which moves the case
to Circuit Court.

Preliminary hearings are held to
determine whether or not there is
probable cause the defendant could
have committed the crimes charged
Wyatt will still have the option to so
lect a jury trial when the case is
heard in Circuit Court

The incident occurred last month
at 34th Street when, according to
police and eyewitness reports, Wyatt
flagged Smith down. Reportedly, Wy
att told Smith he wanted to be com-
mitted to a mental health lacility
over the holiday weekend

Smith then started to call for
backup and to relay Wyatt's idcntifi
cation information. Police believe it
was at this point that Wyatt struck
Smith in the fare as she was using;
her radio Wyatt then allegedly con-

PLAINTIFF-"S

tinucd attacking Smith as she gaveground under the assault While she
never lost consciousness, she was
eventually knocked down

Wyatt is believed to have cniitin—
ued attacking Smith us she was on
the ground. She was able to free her
service pistol and fired three shots
into Wyatt.

Both Smith and Wyatt were hos»
pitalized for the injuries they sus
tained The bullets struck Wyatt in
the abdomen and arm Smith sui-
fcrcd a fractured orbital cavity and a
crushed sinus cavity.

Smith, a six-year veteran of thi-
OCPD, was ilt-zired last week of any
wrongdoing involving the shooting
The Worcester County Bureau of ln—
vestigalion conducted the month—
long investigation til the shooting

A_'~ of press time, a court date had
not been set yet for the Circuit Courttrial
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  ‘Pray for warmer weather and be as conservative as you can i.ui!7-
your gas appliances ' Eastern Shore Gas General Manager Stew
Ashcraflfs advice for beating high fuel costs this winter
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Searching For A Los Ar
Editor:

We moved from Pennsylvania to Ocean City in October. We have attempt
ed to do business with a number ofstores, businesses, and services since we
arrived. The results, with very few exceptions, have been very disappoint-
ing. Some examples of the type of service we have experienced arc:

Sales Clerks at clothing store talking to each other and paying little or no
attention to the customers; -

A Sales Person at a Kitchen Specialty’_Store was talking on the phone to a
friend. She never spoke once to her customers while running the cash reg-
ister, but continued to talk on the phone;

l had established an appointment at an Auto Care Center for a Maryland
Auto Inspection: I arrived at the Center for my appointment to find that the

‘V inspector had taken a few days off to go hunting. No one called to cancel or
attempt to reschedule an appointment; I

We had attempted to purchase an appliance and installation through a
local Utility company. A Sales Person was to follow up with us to show us _the selection, and arrange installation. No one followed up. We called this Whelher 01‘ "Ot l98l5l35V€ Bllqueu-9 ing 90% Of the fum‘-‘ml? {mm dlm”
Utility several times and finally wrote B letter to their Parent Company. “'35 f°”°W°d " the fa“ "‘~°"‘3l"5 that 3"‘ 5°“"C95~ The“ 3'9 0U"_l-MP-‘Y1
They had to be forced to perform; and , the coastal bays very much need pro funds too. Equally disturbing to mwe purchased seven] pieces offurnjgurefrom 31053] Fumnure Company‘ tection from runoff and pollution is where are the state officials wh
Alter a few weeks, we called to ask if they had received a delivery date from that "95"" r"°"‘ dl5“"b3“°°5 '3" 5h°'~‘ld be ”5Vl0WinEZ Sud‘ 7*" €’“”'l’

"There will be applications for development ofthe flood plrvins tliim
lVorcestcr County has seen in the last decade, The lights will hurnin/g
late in Snow Hill.‘ Assateague Coastal Trust Prcsideiit ’lVini Patton Ull
why HB 99 should be passed.

‘Every Rite~Aid in America can get together and aggro,-griliv to go!
their power rates down. Any large corporation can do that, but private
citizens cannot.‘ Berlin Mayor Rex Hailey on why Senate‘ Bill 77
should be supported.

"lfa child is sick, he or she xhoulcljus! stay home " Worcesh-i County
Health Officer Debbie Goeller's advice on how best to prevent viral oii'.~breaks at schools. '

 
/
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L the Manufacm,-(3,-_ No one caued back; _ lands adjacent to waterways. V ‘ tant increase, particularly since th
l That is ii sample ofour experiences. Needless to say, we don't expect to do The 90333‘ b3)/5 belong [0 3" Em‘ State W!” h3V€ 10 35504‘ U19 lfTf'?‘“’?
i business with these companies in the future. Also, from‘now on, we do not “"5 0f Mar!/l3“d lmd de$9"V'3 9V9")’ 3""°'-mt Of the C055? _

intend to accept poor CustomeriService. It is our money that is being spent, P”°t9C'~l°" ‘hat 53" be "1559 EV‘-lll‘ Vl’”“’"’ d"PP"[ G‘5’“’I- Jand we intend to use it to recognize those companies that work for our busi- 3bl9- 0090" Cl/Y CDUHCIIWD
l ‘ in ness and satisfaction. , P")’“i5 K0¢'1i"E5 .
} We strongly recommend that everyone not accept poor service. llwe allow A 'w"'" " "" "““"‘”‘ d"“’°’ “l U50 C_aut'°nthe standard of service to sink, it will only continue to sink In this time of Swing“ Comm, -nu” 0” B°at'"9 Sludllso much news about voting, we recommend that we all vote with our dollars ECHO"?

- for those companies who know the value ofa customer's business. Councflmarl cgncerned l l“5'- f9°"l"‘3d We ' M‘"Yl“"Jim and 3315). Lennon Over Projects Cost Coastal Bays Program 5 boatiii
,_ ocean Cg), Editor. study. l urge all boaters to fill it on

The Park and Ride project in West giving careful thought to wli:
Ocean City was supposed to cost a future ramifications your cinswoi
total of $2.8 million. When the may have on our freedoms we no
Mayor and City Council received the enjoy in these wonderlul bay
staff report on the construction bids, Maryland Coastal Bays is a WOlI(lt‘
we learned that it will now cost a ful organization, our lirst line ofd
total of $5.2 million, an increase of fense against the "Long lslandiz

LETTERS To THE EDilT_ORf_i    
1' In Support Of HB 99 - the? C0mPW"‘l595 “"3 hwm‘ °[ the 85% over the original estimate. tion‘ (if l may coin .1 term) of oi
: i Edil-OI‘: mast“! bays‘ Construction costs alone are more area. l grew up on Long Island in tl
.' Last year as the Maryland Coas- The Assateague Coastal 'l3'ust than double initial projections. Part 50's and I witnessed what happci

tal Bays Program Comprehensive supports House Bill 99 to include the of this is because the scope of the when the society is not organizi
Conservation Management Plan was coastal bays under Maryland's Cri- project has expanded without ever against sprawl and unlimited popv
being finalized, Assateague Coastal tical Area Law. Given that to date, being discussed by the City Council. lation growth. When I was a tilt
Trust advocated for the implementa- Worcester County has not shown sigv In spite of the huge increase, the boy, my friends and l used to thro
tion of an interim buffer regulation nificont progress in completing a Council majority, supported by the dirt bombs at the dozer and excav
that would give needed protection to strong watershed plan to protect the Mayor, voted to accept the construc- tor operators who were tearing L
water quality while Worcester water quality of Maryland's coastal tion bid and proceed with the work. our woods and hunting grounds
County developed a buffer plan more bays, we believe this is on appropri- The council voted 5 to 1 with virtua make room for houses
specific to site conditions in the ate measure. Shoreline protections ally no debate or dialogue. l had This was long before Greenpea-
coastal bays. This “added insurance" have been guaranteed in nearly hoped to revisit the feasibility of the and the politically correct envirov
in Worcester County's period of every other area of Maryland project before voting on the matter. mentalextremism that's fashionah
intense growth and development, (including the two-thirds or Worces- It never ceases to amaze me how today. I remember saying to n
however, was NOT included in the ter County in the Chesapeake Bay elected officials are so eager to spend grandfather that there is no need fr
plan Every month that passes with» watershed) for the last 17 years your tax dollars me to be alive if there is no woods
out adequate buffer regulations fur- through the Critical Area Law. The State of Maryland is provid- SEE NEXT PAGE
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Watershed Bill

Worries County
BY STEVE GREEN

MANAGING ED/TOR

 

BERLIN - A bill before state leg-
islators proposing to create a coastal
bays critical areas protection pro-
gram, which seeks to guard against
water pollution and protect natural
habitat rilong land immediately sur-
rounding designated waterways,met a wealth of local resistance this
week.

House Bill 99, introduced byDelegates Dan K. Morhziim of Bal-
timore County and Michael H Weir
of Baltimore and Harford counties
last Friday, seeks to essentially cre-
ate a program for the coastal bays
watershed identical to the 17-year
old Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas
Protection Program.

The immediate 1,000 feet sur-
rounding the Chesapeake Bay and
its tributaries, aptly called the “cri.-
icril area," is deemed the most im-
portant land to control regarding
water purity. When approved in
1984, the bill required the 16 coun-
tics and 4-1 municipalities bordering
the Chesapeake Bay to adopt a land
use and resource management pro-
gram to mitigate the problems asso—
ciated with water pollution and loss
ofnatural habitat, while also accom-
modating the individual jurisdic-
tion's growth and development.

The program also calls for a 100-
foot bufTcr, requiring the establish-
ment of natural vegetation landward
from the edge of tidal wetlands or
the mean high water line Currently,Worcester has a 50—foot setback with
a 25-foot vegetated biiffcr, but state
environmental officials have urged
the county to increase it to 100 feet
for the last couple years

lf approved by the General As»
sembly, the legislation would estab-
lish by Oct 1 a critical rireris pro—
gram for the coastal bays watt-rslied
lt had its first reading on Jan 12
rind IS now being l'(‘V|('Wt’(l by the
House of Delegates’ Erivirunrncntzil
Matti-rs siib—conimittr:c.

While the ground breaking pro
gram has been hailed by st.1h* (‘hvrSEE PAGE 24

0. C. Seacretr, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia S.p.A.

Improving Wafer FlowConstruction on Philadelphia Avenue continued In Ocean City this week.
The project Includes Installing new median strips, pedestrian crosswalks,
larger water mains and overhead lighllng from 26th Street south to 9th Streetand new water mains and sewer lines lrom 9th Street south to ‘Isl Street.
Above, lwo unldt.-nlllled workers flush out a new water main near 2nd Street
last Friday. mam by 5.". Guam

ficer Cleared n Shoo ing 
BY STEVE GREEN

MANAGING canon

BERLIN — The Ocean City police
officer who fired three shots at .1
Whaleyville man last month was of-
ficially cleared of any wrong doing
yesterday.

Pfc. Jennifer Smith, a six—ye:ir
veteran of the Ocean City Police De
partment, shot and wounded lassnc
Maurice Wyatt, 29, of Whalr-yvillc,
on Thursday, Dec. 21, rifler hr: rt-
pt-atedly assaulted hcr near 34th
Street Wyatt was charged with
first- and second—degrv(- assault andrvrnarns in the Worccslrr (‘ruintv
Dl’l€l‘ItlDll Center

A near monthlong iri\'e:;(ip:itirrn
into the shooting by tlw \‘\"riirv:»ti'r
(‘ounty Hurt-.'iu nf ln\'csli;j:it\nri
l\\’(7[ll) was rln.~.r~rl yrktt-l(l.I\', zvnrl

Opposition No. 91190886

Offered by Opposer

Smith was found to have acted in
solfdefensc State's Attorney Joel
Todd confirmed yesterday rin crimi-
rial chargr-s will bc_sought against
the t)fll((‘l'. who suflcrcd a fractured
nrtiital cavity and a crushed sinus;
cavity during the incident

According to the WCBI investig.i—
tion, Wyatt was a mentally distirrh
ed individual with a history of para
noid schizophrenic episodes He had
reportedly talked about conirnittirig
suicide just hours before tlir‘ violcnt
attack on Sniilh

During Smith's initi.-il Contart
with Wyatt_ he rndirrited he was sick
and ni-r-rled to ho cornimttr-d to a box
pit.il fur trv.~trnr‘nt Smith reported
ly rl‘I||l[‘Stl'tl assistriiice rind WIL‘;
then Vl(YlL‘Hll‘y' Zll.tr'Ifl(l'll luv VV_yatt
The II‘»\.‘I|lll rimtiniird until Srnilli
‘vllhl lliv rii.\n
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Forge Ahead With Small Classes
To its credit, the Worcester County Board of Education has long held a

goal of reducing average classroom sizes in Worcester County public schools.
While it's a difficult goal to achieve due to the sweeping trend of teacher
shortages and the limited funding for new teacher positions, the county has
nonetheless made it a top priority. Considering the importance of more
teacher-student interaction and the obvious benefits that come from small
class sizes, the county should continue to seek its commendable goal ofsmaller classes.

The problem is year-afl.er—year the county is penalized by the state
because its average classroom sizes don't jive with a stale construction for—
mula, which says to be generally eligible for construction funding average
classroom sizes must exceed 25 studcnm per classroom. Currently, in
Worcester, the average class size ranges between 20-25 students at the ele-
mentary schnollevel, 23 in middle school and 25 in high school. Though nfl'i-
cials would prefer to see these numbers even lower, the school system bases
its stalling requirements on these averages. This is laudable, considering the
problems many school systems with large classroom sizes are having acrossthe state.

lfthe county di(ln’t continually seek smaller teacher-tirstudent ratios, the
high level ofcducation in Worcester County would take a serious hit. This is
why the county must not be deterred by the state's reluctance to fund repeat-
cd requests for reimbursement money from the 1996 Stephen Decatur
Middle School project and to initiate planning efforts at the dilapidated
Ocean City Elementary School. Under its current governor, the state has
pledged to achieve smaller class sizes across the state Yet, Worcestc-r's
repeated funding requests are consistently denied by the state because it
strives to achieve smaller classes in its schools. Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Jon Andes said last week, “Worcester County has a tradition ofbelieving
smaller class sizes are beneficial to student learning.” We shouldn't be pun-ished for that.

The relationship between small class sizes and student achievement is
extraordinary. Regardless of whether the state sees fit to allocate necessary
funding, the county must continue pushing for smaller class sizes. It's the
only way to ensure local students receive the tutelage they deserve and have
come to expect from the public school system

lho DispolchIMoryland Coast Dispatch January 19, 2001

 

‘The price of democracy is nci/cr cheap.’ Ocean City Councilman
Vince Gisriel announcing he would be spending the weekend collecting
petition signatures in the expected cold and rains,

‘I'm not sure 'Gisrielism'»is drmocn:icy.' Ocean City Council
President Rick Mechun in reply.

“That lype of resolution is Iouchyvfcely urul giucs you a iisarm and
/uzzyfeeling all over, but it has no lcgal import uJIialsoeuer.' Ocean City
Solicitor Guy Ayres on an amendment promising Comcnst would retainthe TCl's current workforce

"You'rc gelling so green you're going to end up sprouting like a Chic:
pct." Ocean City Councilwoman Erin Fitzsimmons commi-nting on
Public Works Director Hal Adkins‘ environmentally—friendly stormwa-
ter plan for the new park and ride.

"Cauldn'1 il be pumpcd up there to build up that beach?"
Commissioner Louise Gulyas on using dredge material from the
Sinepuxent Bay to restore Assateague Island.

"We need (0 send the nicssngc (hot this will no! bi’ tolerated."
Commissioner Virgil Sliorliley mi establishing substantial fines for
piercing minors.

"They have to register." Alvin Bnwles, the program manager for
MDE's Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, on the more than 900
rental homes that have failed to comply with new state guidelines.

"How can you even consider lIiis7" Oct-an Pines resident Ed Becker
expressing concerns with a proposal to sell the community's bayfront
parking lot in Ocean City

 
Planning Commission ErredEditor:

The hotel that has Just been
approved by the Planning CL|ll|l'l'IlS~
sion to be built at the F‘ager‘s Island
Complex is an abomination. The
complex in question already is woe-
fully short on parking as it exists
now. The previous expansion of the
restaurant facility should have been
denied for a lack of adequate park-
ing too Now .1 hotel will be located
on some of that inadequate parking
area and more vehicles brnught into
the sight that is undersized and
ovcrdevclopcd.

Fager’s customers’ vehicles spill
out into the surrounding areas, both
public and private. Cars now have to
illegally park on 56th Street and
walk a half mile to the facility dur-
ing the summer months. The land-

scape has been raped, vegetation
uprooted and wildlife displaced as
this terrible prop.-ct commences.
John Pager says this will be good for
Ocean City. What he really means is
it will be good for his pocketbook.
The village idiot could figure out
that this project is a bad idea

l strongly suggest that the Plan-
ning Commission hold its decision in
abeyancc until the summer months.
Then go to the l"ager's complex andtake a look at the mess that is
already in place at the facility Also,
there is absolutely no way the Ocean
City Fire Department will be able to
access the proposed hotel in the
summer through the maze of conges-
tion and illegally parked vehicles,
unless it has a truck that can levi-
tate. Good luck on that one‘

I will no longer patronize Fagc-r's

lslnnd because our natural l’t‘SOUl’
ces, wildlife, public safety and gener-
ril community well being are far
more important to me than John
Fagor stuffing his pockets. I hope
you will join me in not patronizing
this business anymore. Bill Watson

Occari City
Thanks For

Continued SupportEditor‘
As we reflect on the positive

events that shaped the year 2000 in
Ocean City, we cannot help but
remember the tragedies that unfold-
ed throughout the year as well.
Ocean City is a remarkable town
and much credit goes to the people
who work very hard to maintain the
family atmosphere and preserve the
community spirit that has evolved
Considerable time and money is
spciit to improve the town's infra-
structure and continue the prosperi-

ty from which we have all bcncfitcil
from in different ways. The fact is,
Ocean City, very much lIl(C anytown
in America, has many faces. Public
safety has always been the priority
of the Mayor and City Council and
that is evidenced through the S(3l'Vlf‘(‘
the police, fire and medical services
provide. However, danger is always
lurking around the corner and when
we live in a town like Ocean City, we
tend to let our guard down and
develop the mindset that it cannot
happen here The painful reality is,that it can and it has.

Just weeks ago we read that an
Ocean City policc officer was brutal
ly attacked and forced to fire her
weapon on a SUb)CC[ to save her own
life. ln seconds an incident that was.
routine rapidly changed from calm
to chaos.‘We could have just as easi
ly been reading about a slain p0lIt‘l'
officer who was killed by a psycho-
logically unstable subject and anothSEE NEXT PAGE

EDllOR|Al DEPARIMENI
Lsim--. umn. . .. i-ia...g...,¢ mu...
Ilenjan-in I. Moat Awnutc ldmn
Shaun J.Sop¢v. . . Sun Wnlfl
(:m;. [um Ill (‘..nmr~..i...; Pb<-mgr.-phri

THE DISPATCH
Flir D-v-uh ti and Krwvl I:/v are i-uh!-~hc-I -«Hy on fmhy Illflrrlmgi K: -mi. , ya rue p..i.i.. 1-...“ are owned by Ituluud v luhiiryrr A.i.i.m .4! .....,i in P0 R-u 41.7. a<.i.... Ma
nun n.-s.1i....- I... -..iv.~-1...", .-...., km... I.,._ i p m M..«..i.y_ 11.. [J41]-mh_1 p m Tutuhy ornm an Lxnu] ml am no ....i (was... Avr |lu'!lIn_ Md Trhrliooc nu Ml «Mm
S|IhwA’ll[iP1inlIIf:JluLMIi>vI llll fr-llv4Vh\ Fax No ' -Illbb-|l~fN(l. T M.-ul (run-umrvndcil -rhcncvcv |-nxihkl ikpaldilb‘-nkiimn l\4'I

Richard V. Lahmqrr, P|Il)ll>’I!1
SALES DEPARIMENI
Trrri Frrnth VILC Prrmlrnl .\.llf)
Dnuiy Min Armunl SJll'\ \‘\'c\l
Cumin: rrnrllivglun Aumini Sm. N)|llILIl
Starry Slough /moon: .\. . Nmir.

AR! DEPARTMENI
may w..a ,. Arr iium...
Mun Slldana (Lupi... Anni
rm Hrrre (n .,.i... mm:

P 43834

OFFICE
Purim I.nhmr)rr ()llut‘ Marugrr
M-rir i.«I. ii....iim.«um Mm A........n i«.m.nr.i.-
iim..n. flallaghrr n.....i.ni\



Januury I9, 200!

Iho Dispatch/Maryland Coos! Dispatch PO99 2'  

 
 

 

 

_ Frldéy.Jan.19:Ful1EfF;'ct —
' ' saturday, Jan. 20: EL_:ll.Effeat. ‘

mUK5mY' ‘MN’ 25 ' Sunday. Jan, 21: Turnstylea
Tuesday. Jan. 25% One Step _

- _- i ,Beyon_d. '
- ; Thur5day.'Jan'. 25: UUU ';:

 P 43835



mm>omm4m3_>rmx:_w:wow



 

  

  

  

Jo,

 
  
    
   
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

   
 
  

 

BY SHAWN J. SOPER
STAFF WHIYER

SNOW HlLL— The controversial
body—piercing issue will move from
Ocean City to Snow Hill next week
when the County Commissioners
get a first look at draft legislation
to regulate the notorious industry.

In an llth-hour decision last
month, Ocean City officials allowed
a draft bill to expire that would
have eflectively banned body pierc-ing in the resort.

The legislation would have add~
ed body piercing to the town's exist-
ing tattoo ordinance, requiring a
physician orlosteopath be present
in the shops where the piercingstake place.

lnsteod_ resort officials deferred
to a task force request to allow the 

0. C. Seacrem, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia

50 yen: of service In the company and community. Pictured, above
lvom left, are Past President John Paul Adkins. Vlllnnl, Ocean Clly May
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cnunty to regulate the industry.
The move shifts the focus on the
issue from Ocean City tn WorcesterCounty.

"I'm glad they gave us a crack at
it. By us taking the lead on this
issue, people may View Snow Hill
as a neutral site, a change of
venue, as it were," Commissioner
Virgil Shockley sziid

Despite the fact all of the 207
plus piercing shops in the countyare in Ocean City, the commission-
ers generally agree it's time for the
county to weigh in on the issue.

"It is a county issue. We need to
address what's happening in Ocean
City, but we also have to be pro-
active and have a plan in place
when it comes across that bridge,"
Commission President Sonny Blox-om said. 
 

yak
'EiIt:ualyq 3;:

‘Above we in

Opposition No. 91190886
Offered by Opposer

S.p.A.

 
  

Shockley said body piercingwould eventually have become a
county issue whether Ocean Cityhandled it or not.

“If Ocean City passed its |egisla~
tion and chased body piercing out
of town, it would have become a
county issue anyway," Shockleysaid.

Commissioner Jeanne Lynch
said it's a public health issue and
should be regulated by the county.

"We have a responsibility at this
level to make sure it is safe and
that minors are protected," shesaid.

Commissioner Louise Gulyas,
whose district includes Ocean City,
agreed body piercing is a county is—SUE?

“Our Board of Health is inSEE PAGE 13
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Report Accentuates Corridor Work
The results of a new report highlighting the undeniable link between

sprawl and highway construction should come as no surprise. The report
confirmed building highways leads to unbridled growth. “Wherever a high-
way is built, sprawl follows,” according to an environmental associate with
the organization that conducted the research for the report. ln other words,
where the infrastructure goes the people will follow. This highlights the need
(or improved, smart planning and an sustained view ofthe big picture across
the state of Maryland, particularly on the Eastern Shore and here inWorcester County.

While the findings from many reports are often pushed olTto the side and
ignored for being skewed, this report should serve as further motivation and
inspiration for county ollicials to continue striving toward the goal of
improved planning and rational development along its primary roadways,
specifically Routes 50, 113, 611 and 589. The report encourages state land
planners to consider the ramifications before signing off on large highway
projects. Since Route 50, 611 and 589 already exist and a dualized 113 will
be on line in the near future, the county needs to ensure the inevitable
growth within miles of them is not characterized as sprawl. This is wherecorridor plans can help.

Currently, the county has a plan on the books mixing voluntary and
mandatory compliance guidelines for the Route 50 corridor. The controver-
sial, and sometimes nasty, process took nearly two years to complete, but in
the and promotes more responsible development along the corridor. Similar
work is being planned this year for Route 611, the roadway heading south
from Route 50 to numerous golf courses and the pristine Assateague island,
one of the most beautiful settings found anywhere on the East Coast. This
process will be ditferent because the character of the roadway is vastly dif-
ferent, but the basic principles need to be applied to determine what's best
for Route 611, its environment and its rsidents. The corridor work should
continue with Routes 589 and 113. Since serious improvements are not
expected to be made on Route 589 till at least the completion of the massive
Route 113 project, the county would be wise to move forward with a corridor
plan for the key roadway leading to thousands of homes in Ocean Pines.

Establishing a plan for each of the county's major roadways is cnicial to
ensuring the landscape and character of the area remain identifiable.
Additionally, they're necessary to maintain the delicate balance between
development pressures and environmental sense. ln an environmentally-
precious area such as Worcester, a partnership between development andresponsible land-use must be established.

In recent years, the county seems to have made a commitment to better
planning and encouraging responsible usage of the land. The new report
emphasizes the importance of its current work. We couldn't agree more with
what Maryland Coastal Bays Program Public Outreach Coordinator Dave
Wilson said at the report's unveiling last Thursday. “Good planning is the
linchpin ofour society, and this deals with roads as much as it does anything

1 hope foresight and wisdom can reverse a trend that we can no longer
afford to ignore for the immediate gratification ofa fnstjourney in our cars,"he said.

Since our highways are already in place, sound planning for the land sur-
rounding the roadways must prevail to ensure Worcester remains A placeknown for its diverse character and heritage.

To Our Readers

The Dispatch welcomes any and all letters from our read-
ers. All letters are encouraged typed, but not required, and we
reserve the right to edit each letter for clarity, accuracy and
brevity. Letters should include writer's name, address and
day and evening telephone number. lfwe are unable to reach
the writer, we will have to withhold the letter. Letters can be
mailed to The Dispatch, PO. Box 467, Berlin, Md. 21811,
email to dspatch1@intercom.net or fax to 410-641-0966.

  
 

‘I13 hind ofno horrn no foul." Worcester County Board of Education
Attorney P. Tyson Bennett on a judge's ruling the school system com-
mitted a procedural error during its handling ofa special educationchild.

__._____.___.___..___._

“I'm passing laws to restrict growth in this caunly, urid my cun-
slilucnlx are asking 'Whal growth? Where's [he growl/I?" County
Commission President Sonny Bloxom on why the county needs toencourage growth evenly over the county._.___é_______.___;_

‘They're a blight on the landscape.” Planning Commissioner KennyBaker on single-wide trailers in the county.__:__.____;.:};_._.

'I'i/2 had the angriness and (he hulcfulriess up at [he polls." Ocean
City Councilman Jim Hall on why he initiated an investigation into
reported problems within the Ocean City Police Department. ;

"Where euer o Iiighuray is built, sprawl follows," Maryland Public
Interest Research Group (MaryPlRGl Environmental Associate Gigi
Kellett at the unveiling of a report demonstrating the I‘L‘l;ll|lbI]:3lllpbetween highway construction and sprawl.___;.__;..j__._._

‘The buck should not have been passed.’ Commissioner James
Purnell on the resorts decision to allow the county to regulate thebody piercing industry. _*

"We can‘! dictale morality.” Commissioner Louise Gulyas on the
county’s upcoming decision to regulate the body piercing industry._____.i;_;.;_.__

"It won’! be a slam-clunh by any means.” County Allministrntur
Gerald Mason predicting the pace the county Will use in adopting bodypiercing industry.

‘..:.--;w':-.<..:~.

"I only hope there’: (I slide show " Commissioner Virgil Shockley on
the wealth ofinformalion the commissioners Wlll receive next week onbody piercing.  _

“Perhaps what you're doing oul there IS a dinosaur " Om-no (T-,|~,'
Councilwoman Nancy Howard on what the beach stuml imlustry
could become. L_ _ ,

"So, what you're telling me is crap." Ocean City beach stand opera-
tor Ron Steen in response to a proposal supported by Mayor JimMathias. _;_____..;;____

‘Eventually, you're going to have to re-bid the garbage and you’re
going to have Iroubl: gelling people to bid on those sheds.‘ Ocean City .
beach stand operator Carl Avara to the City Council, explaining there ':will be little interest on the streets with low sales. l __.;__

"I'm {telling you it’: a hindltr, gentler police department because of
it.’ Ocean City Councilman Jim Hall describing the OCPD alter con-
cerns have been expressed to him by nllicers and then relayed to thechief. .:~..,v--.

_.__;__j,___j__;___

"We don’! won! Io run into problems like they had aurr Ill On-an
Cily.' Berlin Mayor Rex Hailey, referring to the City Hall situation in
the resort, on why the town should seek contingency money on itstown hall project.

mi. '
J
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BY BENJAMIN L. MOOK

ASSOCIATE Eoiron 

OCEAN CITY — Resort officials
balked at signing off on a transfer of
the town's cable franchise after a
string of cable workers and union
officials laid out concerns over jobsecurity this week.

TCI Cablevision and Comcast
Cablevision are in the midst ofl'in.-il-
izing a territory swap, which in-
cludes the Ocean City franchise. The
Mayor and Council had an ordinance
in front of them Wednesday night
that would have approved the trans
for of the cable franchise to Cmnrast
when the deal was complvted

The vote was tabled after Cnun—
cilniaii Vll|€(' Cisru-l aslwd that :-

“This was an issue that you'brough_t téns
~ ‘ - of peopleout tor tonight In front’;

_ of your colleagues that we had no‘.
preparedness for. That was wrong .. ,

.. MAYOR./lMMATHIA.S'_‘ _ .

OCEAN CITY, MARYMND

  

 
 

clause be included in the ordinance
requiring Comcast to keep the
Ocean City employees on after the
transfer. It was unclear if the town
had the authority to mandate Com—
cast to keep the employees.

Resort ollicials heard from some
of the almost two dozen 'l‘Cl workers
and Communication Workers of
America Union (CWA) olficials who
attended Wednesday's meeting
They expressed concerns they would
be let go after Comcast took over and
asked the council to accept Gisricls
proposal Uiiiuii officials warned
that Cornrast would release half of
the workforce to nullify a Ul'lH)l’I
Bg‘l’(.'Efl|(‘|'1l. now in place CWA l’t’[)l’£‘
sents 23 'I‘Cl employees aflri wiii
riini: a union election last yi-ai

Orr-an City Mayor Jim l\l1thi.is

 

 i "On a holldaitweekend, was I supposéd
to track you down and tell you '

. I'm golng to Introduce ' ‘
' ‘ . an_amendment.",

COUNCILMAN VINCE arsmei.

 

     

said Ci.sriel's amendment lind
caught tho council by surprise, lcav
mg officials unable‘ to answer the
work:-rs' complaints promptly He
lashed out at Ciisriel for not lctting
lllS colleagues know what he was
planning prior to the meeting.

“This was an issue that you
brought tens of people out for to-
night in front of your colleagues that
we had no preparedness for,” him
lhias said "That was wrong, and itwas unfair”

Malliins sniil without kiiowiiig
ahcad of tinir_ the othvr coiinril
l1|V'l1lh(‘l’S mold not art on Wediies
(lay

"Wr comr out lime and got whai-ii
med with an pmplnymcnt issue, andwi-'n~ lvfl with our (‘l|IlI\ nfl llir

SEE PAGE 8
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Ocean City Is Petitioii City A

lt's no secret Ocean City has seen its fair share of petitions in recent his-
tory. Petition drives have been launched on a number of issues in the last five
years ranging from a proposed ‘bubble’ atop the Mallard Run tennis mums
and an expansion of Northside Park to collective bargaining for resort police
oflicers and a land purchase for a runway protection zone at the airport. But
the number of petitions — three —- being circulated at the same time on the
streets of Ocean City currently is atypical, and residents need to scrupu-
lously learn what they are supporting when they are asked to sign theirnames to any petition.

One of the current petition drives is a voterprefcrence survey to gauge
public opinion on the City Council's recent decision to not make it mandato-
ry for only licensed physicians to do body piercing in Ocean City. The effort
is being led by a small group ofsenior citizens who want to see the industryout of Ocean City. The second petition, whicliwas launched on New Year's
Day at City Hall, involves the land purchase of the Rastafarian-colored
house at the foot of the Route 50 Bridge. The drive is a result ofa local busi-
ness owner feeling the city has treated him unjustly. The third petition has
been around for months and involves the Ocean City Fraternal Order of
Police's quest for ii new way of communicating with Ocean City elected and
appointed officials over workplace issues such as compensation. The lodge
reportedly received enough signatures to take the revised issue to referen-
dum on election day.

Additionally, another petition drive could soon be launched in Ocean City
involving the airport. During the-recent series of Ocean City Airport Task
Force meetings, it was reported further land expansion will be needed in the
near future at the general aviation facility. Months ago, a town-funded fea-
sibility study gave the city some options bu consider on the future of the air-
port including a no development path. Regardless of what direction the city
steers the airport's future, Public Works Director Hal Adkins said addition-
al acreage will be needed. Consequently, another petition to referendum will
begin. Political activist Jim McGinniss, who has teamed with Councilman
Vince Gisriel on numerous petition drives, said this week “there will be
another petition‘ if the city moves to purchase any more land at the airport.

Residents don't have to be concerned about that petition drive for some
time, but they need to be versed on the current efforts taking place. The
chances are most citizens who frequent grocery stores, malls, post offices and
other public quarters will be asked to sign one of the active petitions, if theyhaven't already. ‘

We support the fundamentals of the petition process, but we encourage
the people who are confronted to listen objectively to what the petitioners
have to say and decide on the merits alone whether to sign. The people's abil-
ity to petition their government is a fundamental right all citizens can and
should exercise if they feel betrayed, neglected or misrepresented by their
government, but the process shouldn't be abused. Consider what you are
signing and what you are subsequently supporting before you sign yourname to anything.

 
exactly ‘what the Ocean City MayorCity's Otter on Property Lacks Fairness, JusticeEditor: '

My name is Chris Diforte. I own
the property at 100 S. Philadelphia
Avenue. It's my home and office. ln
this day and age, I find it hard to
believe the city government can
enact an emergency ordinance and
put people out of their home and
destroy their business. Well, that's

EDIYORIAI. DEPARIMENI
ism... Crnn
llmjzinin L. Mmili .
Shawn J. Soprr
(lcorgr Izulul iii .

niiniging ldllofAimcui: Edam
Sim wnm

(‘oviiiibuiing F‘hii(ugn[Ili(V

and Council are doing by condemn-ing my house and office.
lf you have read the articles in

The Dispatch about this property,
which the city finds of such great
value as to want to condemn it, you
are witnessing a true injustice and
sham. Let me tell you the facts. My
home and office is being condemned
so the city can fulfill plans of a tum

"You could end up with Pat Burhannari or Ra!/ih Nari:-r as Prrsidcrii
of the United States.’ Ocean Pines Association board member John
Dauman on why the next highest vote getter should not automaticallyfill a vacancy on the Ocean Pines Association Board of Directors._.._.____._.;._____:..__

“I think she will be remembered by many, mu/iy people in Ocean
Cily." John Purnell on the passing ofliis mother, Sarah Lynch l’urriel|.

"I may be a nut, but let me be a sensible nul," Community activist
Jim McGinniss questioning the logic behind the plan by the State
Highway Adminstration and the town of Ocean City to knock down a
home and office for a new turn lane offtho Route 50 Bridge

“We come out here and gel uzhamrned with an employment issue, and
we're It/'l with our chins on the table." Ocean City Mayor Jim Malliins
to Councilman Vince Gisriel during in disagreement over Gisriel’s deci-
sion to propose an amendment to a cable agreement

lane off the Route 50 Bridge. Every-
one knows the current land is fine.
Why do they need a new turn iane?

The public has called for a re-
placement to the bridge, not for the
city to create a new turn lane. There
haven't been any traffic or denia-
graphic studies to indicate that there
is a need to open traffic to the lnlct
from the Route 50 Bridge There are
several properties in Ocean City
mudi more deserving of condemna-
tion. There are more important sites
the city should acquire

My office is an advertising tool for
my downtown business, Brcwmas
ters Brew Pub. The public secs ads
and promotions. My business has
different events often and these ads
and promotions are advertising
through my building's exposure tothe public

Another fact l find disheartening
is the city’s appraisal was a whop-
ping $72,000. My assessed value
(what you pay taxes on) is $132,000
1 call the city's offer ajoke My home,
my office and primetime advertised
next to the Route 50 Bridge are of
value purely on locatlon, location,location.

Just think about it My dream to
own a restaurant/brew pub iii Ocean
City, a place l have worked my entire
life. The opportunity came through
years of sweat, perseverance and
focus. My business revolves around
years of dedication to surviving in
the downtown. The Mayor and
Council to this day have not found a
way to stimulate off-Boardwalk busi
ness. My. advertising of reggae
events and food specials helps my

THE DISPATCH
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business survive downtown

So you the people decide. Would
you like the city telling you what
your home and office property is
worth’? Then taking it away for next
to nothing Do you think l'm receiv-
ing fair treatment? Don't you think
the city should focus on structually
unsound buildings and projects that
linger without completion such as
the JennieVillc site. The city chooses
to condemn my building Don't you
think the citfs priorities are out of
whack I say they are practicing:
fuzzy math and good nlc' boy politic.-4
My father is gone, but he taught me
to never let anyone walk on me or
take advantage of me. The city istrying tn do both

lfyoii want to sign my petition to
block this injustice, feel free to call
me at 410-289-4278 hf call and we
press your clisappointiiieiit with tho
Mayor and Council Thank you foryour time and consideration

(.‘Iiri.\!opher Difnrlv
Ocean City

A Time To Say ThanksEditor.
'l‘is' the season to give thanks for

all the hell) shown to our Art League
throughout the year from the busi
nesses in Ocean City who favor us in
monetary and other supportive ways
to those from llelrnarva who partici
pate at the Art League 0fOrean City
such as tlie_suci:c:~s of our Starving
Artist Supper

Special thanks are in order for
those members of tlieAr! League who
have put in many volunteer hours toSEE NEXT PAGE
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av BENJAMIN L. MOOK' EDITOR

OCEAN CITY — Knowing that a
vnmari, trapped four stories up on '
he balcony of a burning apartment,
vas in dire need of rescuing, ii group
if resort firefighters through a mix
ifquick thinking, bravery andvteaur
vork managed to pluck the woman
rut nl'harm's way in the nick of time.

Firefighters responded last Sat-
irday to an 11:17 pm. fire, which
lestroyed unit 302 of the Siesta
.7illage on 515: Street. One ofthe oc-
.-upariu of the unit, Fanny Wyman,
if’i"owson, was rescued from the bai-
zuny and flown to Peninsula Region»
ll Medical Center for burn injuries.

Alter it was discovered dead 20 mi-
les oil the cons! last week. 5 364001.
36.500-pound rare whale was towed
ashore to Assalcague island and then
studied extensively by biologisls. it
was believed to be a young iemale.

She was admitted for treatment of
second»degree burns on her back. .

Also sullenng burns fighting_‘the
fire was Ocean City Vclunteer'Fir'e
Company (OCVFC) Capt Jay Jester,
who w.as"-tnlkprlgzito‘.Atl£intic.Gei?éral
Hofifiital. ‘e ‘s'|lfir§fvedV_b\U:l'i§ to.his
fingertips, palms and ears. He was
treated and released. Another fire’
fighter was treated for exhaustion,
and a third was treated on the scene»,
for an ankle injury. Also iniured was'—'
OCPD Officer Doug Smith, who was
hit by a drunk driver while directingtrafiic around the scene

Firefighters responded to the Si—
esta Village, a four-story, wooden
frame condominium building. last
Saturday for a reported fire One
OCVFC unit was able to respond to

For the Iasl live years. the Ocean
Cilv Reel Foundation has been doing
its part to sustain the health of oil-
shore habllal by enlarging the anilicial
reel system at the bollom oi the oceanfloor.

 

lceliuhlers leilllll lewllan
the scene within a few minutes of
the alert . '

Arriving on the scene, OCVFC Lt.Robert “Bo” Duke and the other crew
members, including Jester, spotted

Vsmoke billowing from the unit and
saw Wyman trapped on the fourth
floor balcony. Jester and Duke, but
friends for 3 number ofyears, ran to

V the front ofthe building to assess the
situation The crew agreed to
attempt rescues from both sides of
the building,

As Jester and his partner prepar-
ed to enter the burning building
through the open front door, Duke,who was JesLer's best man in his
wedding, prepared a separate rescue
from the balcony side ofthe building

“He was confident enough in me,

 
PRICELFSS

 

he didn't have to worry," Jester said
of Duke, ‘so he went around to the
other side of the building ' ‘

Unknown to Lhe firefighters at
thetime, both the front and rear
sliding glassrdoors were open, allow-
ing a brisk breeze to blow through
the unit’, fann_iug.1he’flzime.s higher
Seeing the interior condition worsen,
Jester said he decided to attempt torescue the woman from inside.

"I thought to myself, she doesn't
have a lot of time left," Jester said
"l'hat’s when I made my decision to
go in The situation wasn't getting
any, better {or her, and 1 Couldn't
wait any longer "Jester mode it from the front door
to the balcony doorway before theSEE PAGE 1311

- '.Appro)riiri'alely 1,325 students will return nexl-week to apewrand 'm‘p'ro_ved Stephen Decatur High _'Schoo
school y
errimenl leach _r Laurie Cjielr.-lat prepares her glassroonfat

"'p_ay to} th Est day at sermon. Above ;i9h;, Sh raldln
--Berlin s <30! are ready lorlhe students‘ arriv

0.C Seacrets, Inc. v. H0teIPlan Italia S.p.A. ' ._ I

here 2 lhree~year. $25 million improyemenl pro]_ecl was completed this summer. The ,.
opens lor public and private school students on T day Abpye left, nlnthgrade gov~

u_r‘l1igh School Wednes— _,
e's;s(im the new,/lockers al‘the_-.. ., v . — .
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V “ed'P,rojec't Coiild

Faf4Reaching lmpaot _0_n7-Ba'y‘ IEd’.‘°,’ . . '
Withui the past twin wéeks,,p1a‘ns‘

have surfaced for approximately 31)
boat slips to beiinstalled at the end .40! B6th Street in the middle ofaiwetr
land area known as Howard's Cove.
These slips are being proposedlhySalis‘bury.develuper Thomas Mona
hon,-of Captiva Bay Condoniiniurnsl

According to.th'e Department_of
Environment, the construction \'ll’|1l‘
extend out channelwzird ‘approxi-
mately 240 feet, with Lheiboat §lips
placed right in the middle of the
cove. The developer claims the pur«
poses’ of the project are to improve
the access to navigation and to
improve water quality. Qudry. How
will boat and jet ski exh‘aust, iind
.zhurning‘Lhe cove bottom improve
water quality? 1

II this proposal becomes a reality,

THE D15 ATCH’  

    

  
  

    

 

  

  
  
  
  

  

   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 
 

»inove~_fn;rvvard week o_.pre
;. Tiniinary step toward expanding the

,_Ro1andE. }’_owcll.Conyi-ntipn Center.
Th 25,000 the council 'nl_.located

' V for theblbductioii of aren-
__ __md_ cost-estimation of the

proposed‘ expansion, which could in-
  

‘ i can ntio days in each
niqijtli ‘1_99‘._I,._he' aaivhtt-Xe’ eenter
hosted 4§r'die_e_tings co_m'pare,d» to 62
the fneit year and 43 in ‘Z001. These
' V ' Cudly ‘suggest iexpzinding

lity'is ’a ‘dire need; _,but it's 

  

' The Ocean City Coundldecided to

.creas the'siz‘eof the 182,200-squa.re—'_ '-

to '

lCityyIs;RightTOiMvelSl0WiWithExpansio11Proce
worth noting Coiincil‘Bresid_ent Rick

‘ said there are g’ui;es_vv]'thin
‘the economic dy_ that sug—  
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V /ple cpmevto Oce.an':C_ity,: what's hap
. pening"'at -the gconyeution ‘center:

 
That's invaluable and a recent tr:
we want to see,cpnt‘i.nue.
»,-_ There's no dispute how Valua
that biiilding is on 40th Street lnrvtown of Ocean City, its residents,

economy and its business commu
ty, but we do have some doubts
whether it needs its second ma
expansion in'_five years A clear c:
has not been made that it's necess:
at this point. Some contend mi
space at..t.he conver_it_ion center v
draw larger conventions and b0shoulder season bmiiness even inc
While others'olIer an equally co
pelling argument that there’s 1

V enough of a deinniid-.ior current c-ventiun space to dictate more room
Those uncertainties should

' answered when 'this- prelimin;
process is completed and all the inare available for all to see In I

-meantime, a slow; methodical p
cess is best andttliats how the cm
til seems intent on‘ handling t
efibrt_. There should be no fast tra
iog on the project because there )5.
reason to rush anything. Form:
the mminittee while the nuynbers:
being prepared for the city is a g:
first step Then the facts can gu
the decision—making from there

rT0rTHE:fEDI‘1?dR
 

Assavvqman Ba ,This‘w.iII \;pen_tlie
d’ " for marina up an‘ _d6vvn the
  

ctyn ‘all 'oH.b_e thirigswe hold so
idéar "the ntetlands‘, water" quality .

r

' ‘rid‘ wildlife '1'xi"_tlie ‘riparian area_of‘ Ifssawoman Bay. :' ’ ' '
I In our residential community is
Ocean City’s’only' public boat ramp‘situated at the south end of
Caribbean Drive. On a weekend, up

‘ to 100 boats and jet skis have been
put in arnd/or taken out ofthe water
ll’.lhev.Captiva _Bay boatslips are
approved as planned, this vvill defi—
nitely become a hazardous‘safety

‘ 1 not énly-afilect tbje‘tes‘ide'ntial "
unity of-Little Siilisbui-y 1 will

'- have a domino TelTect'£in'tl'i_ "
;'ba'}3fi'o_nt along tli "Oc2:i_n"City side of '

ands.’ ill will ;have i ne‘g3stive “

‘issue; as t}ie‘boat slips will7extcnd
almustto tlieboat ramp. ’_‘

_‘ our community“-hgis learned tn
:live~viritli' Die ' ux- {ruin the boat
traffic at the B0 mpaslwell as

't.he increased 'v'ehiml'flr4tra'fli‘c and
boat trailers bn"6ur_slreeLs, Do we
now have to W6i!$"ah,0ut the safety
in the I/w'atex\9 adjoining our proper
ties? I thinli not: It is time our elect-
ed olficials in Ocean City bite the
bullet and sinywno to development
which invades our wetlands This
should not be a money ism‘ Our
councillpersons me elected by the
voters to makesound impartial deri
SIODS in»a timely fashion. Their deri
sion lo"delay putting legislation in
effect to prutezt tlii: bayfmnt of
Assawoman Bay is not in the host

 
 

interests of l,he,reSide.nts and pr-
eity owm.-rs in Ocean City

On Sept 5 zit 11 am , the Dcpzi
ment of the Env-ironnient will
holding a hearing at the Ocean Pu
Library in Ocean Pines Support
needed to save Hovvard‘s Cove, 3
other endangered areas along z
bay front-fro‘m"siiiiilar proposed pjecLs

Belle Phill.
Otrnn C

«Ti. mm It the ,.m.a.,.: rrflhe 1..Snliiburj Cwir Axuxialmn J

Ehrlich's True
Position On Slots

Editor
SIIIEI‘ some confusion reniai

regarding Bot: Fhrliclfs position
slot maclum-s, l'd l.lk£' to set I
rerurrl straight

In a recently released st.at'eimSEE NEXT PAGE
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MBER 27. 202- PRICELESS  

BY BENJAMIN L. MOOKEDITOR

SNOW HILL — While the warden
inf the Worcester County Jail con-
tends he was never close to escaping
from the facility, accused double
murderer and former Navy SEAL
Benjamin Sifrit was able to free him-
sell’ from his maximum-security cell
on multiple occasions earlier thismonth.

Due to an apparent mechanical
’ glitch, Benjamin Sifrit was able to

gel. himself out ofhis cell at the Wor-
cester County Jail numerous times
before pl'l5Dn ufficials identified and
corrected the problem. '

Worcester County Jail Warden lra
“Buck” Shockley confirmed this
week that Sifril had been out of his
cell an undetermined number of
times before jail personnel caught.the problem and corrected it While
reportedly never close to escaping

As has become iradiiion. nu eroua j ‘ ' - » ’ I . , I ' ‘Wm "*9 Jail. Slim apparently look
- events were planned last weekend to ' ‘ . _, the time away 5'0"? his C9” 10 Wan‘

mark the clllcial end at the summer ' ’ ’ ' ' def around the small. ruaxirnum—
reason and the beginning of tall. ‘the ‘ _ security area

‘beach was the scene for two such .. _ '. .. . ' ‘ V 'n.e wo}c.35i" cmmiy J3,|_ 1°C“.
events, asa beach run v s held Friday V > - - V’ - . . _\,'_.d__-n pasta”, snow Hm’ the mum),
liernoon and an open swim on Sat- t I n- { U1 - h_

urday. Above, $WllT|lY‘€7S sprint toward vzfy" £502‘: "nlmfid 1: 'a"a}:;:'l'dgEd
__.:,hp°e:a;:,":‘cS3:nl: ' V_ I , _ correctional facility. The. prisonevent held an Sunlcst weekend was ‘ . ' . h°"5“ '"3"‘lY '"°d'”'“’-“~‘°“"‘Y ""

Seacrels' end»ol-summer party lcalur- ‘ 7 H a ' , mates 03’ those Sentenced 10 less
_ lng the 8th Annual Sailing Regalia. At ' . - _ V . 'than 18 months in prison. The jail

righl.lacalri:sidenls Peck and Aliltllller - does have a maximum—security soc-
lrnansuverihraugh the course cnlliclr i , ' tion usually reserved for prisoners
way to a lirst-place linzsh In the open . V _ up on ma]-0, Chmges awmiing mar
_dlV"5'°"- ‘ ' - ‘ ‘ , ' ’ including Benjamin Sifrit

FF:rn.x:yC((r';5Lr_I:H.‘l ‘ ' ’ i ' i V For the last 20—plus years, the jilll
V ‘ has also had an excellent track rec—

ord as far as escapes, Hnwever, the
firsteever successful escape happen-
ed earlier this year when an lmml‘
gration and Nationalization Service
detainee, Phciniel Hilaire_ who was
awaiting deportation, Wrapped socksaround his hands and scaled the ra«
zor wire fence after a guard fell
asleep He was arrested the follow-
ing day in North (T.-rrolina and re-
turned to the prison, and the guardwas 4"llSl'l'llS§l‘(i

Slnfl’ the escape, ll\e).1ll has l)cL’f*
Rd up ILS fence security and added to
iLs inrhouse armory

sirnr IS potentially lacing .1 llfL'
.<(-nlvrici: withiiul parole for l‘lI.‘€ p.irl
in tho .\leinorial l):iy' weekeiiil

 
  

Suinm Sea In rCily
Started Slow, Finished Strong

The summer season olliclally ended Monday
with the beginning 0! autumn. The Dispatch
took 3 look back at the summer this week, ana-
lyzed the key linanclal indicators and tallied to
local business YEDVPSQIIIB/IlV2S to determine
what kind 0! season it was. The reactions were
mixed. as most said the season started slow

deaths of Jrwhua Ford .inil Martha
bu! finished strong.  '. i ll ivoiire helm.» ii.-maiiiin

PLAlNTlFF'S 5“ '6
EXHIBIT

.2: 1
ALL SYAYE LEGAL SUPVLV CO

lc City Coiiiii caiiiiaic J
liifer On Referendum Question

Ix poll ol the seven Ocean City Council candi-
Liles lhis week loungl lhree support the police
illicers‘ quesl lot collective bargaining wim
iiiirling inIr_-rest arbitration; Ihree are opposed;
inrl onrv look no official stance. Ocean City’:
oqrslered voters will ultimately decide the
sniie on Tuesday, Oct IS. A similar relerendurn

.iili-il by 31 volts in 2000.  
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The Ocean cu; Terps Club gathered .4 the bubcuke Factory far have 1...;trips to watch the University of Maryland football tenn-i tnke on Nvtre Dame

BERl,lN — The Mid I\l.i2lf\l!C Syru-
phuny Orchestra has 4 ‘wonderful
|irogr:ini" lined Ilp for music enthusi-
.\::Ls In October, according to Arlisuc
Din-ctqr l)<in Buxton, ‘who also con»
ducts the -l0—piece orchestra.

Audiences will be d§ll.’g!ILE(.lv\\’.'Iu'|

lix Mendelssnhn anion; iztliers. _' _
The urchestra will perform at the.»\v.ilnn Theatre in Easlon on Friday,

at 8 pm at lhe’Prinoe ‘Theatre in
Cliestertnwn; an Sunday, Oct. 6, at 2
p m at Delaware Technical and
Community College in Georgetown;
and again on Sunday at 7 p m. at theCommunity Church in Ocean Pines.

Look forward to such pieces as
Mozart's Symphony Ni). 41 in C

in Giants Stadium and Floridn sum at Byrdlslndium. Above, members pre- maior ‘Jupiter.’ K. 551- Mozart com-pare ta head on to New Jersey for the gnme Wi|h\Lhe Irish. More trips am posed "Jupiter," his final symphony, ’
planned for this fall. Cull Ron Brook! -t uo25o—5o1o for‘d¢tlils. s.i—......a min in August 1788 in Vienna.

  
 
  
 

 

on 4, at x p in ,.on Saturday, Oct. 5,,

sepvemoov 27, 2002

Pinessflosting Symphony Oct. 6
The first moVemcnt_ establishesthe bold dimensions of the work and

by the friurth movement, Mo’/art's
genius 0VETn0\VS_"Shlfi..lflg Lhe full
weight of symphénic discourse to thy-fuiale ' . : - '»
. \.The.orchestra- will also perform

works by such f:im<‘>us.wmposers as‘: 'C;:1ni_fl'_si-,,‘§.:Ii_Iit'-§i"nen;' _S_uihe- pour orWolfgang Amudeus,Mo'zEI&‘3‘1"I”d Fé‘ clle§;r’e_}0n4 Saint-St:‘en§_i/:_prpb
j ;il:ily_ be'st k.qo'wn;'l'cir.a'n'e ,6! the 13

operas_‘he completed ¥'SiImaJn and
Dalilafla romant§c.tren,tment of the
biblicijll story. Complementing the
ev_e'ru'ngs.music will be Robert _Schu-
mann's Bilder aus Osten, impromp-
tus, Op. 66, transcribed by Carl
Rcinecke, and F‘eI.ix Mendelssnhn's
The He-brides, Overture, Op. 26 «
pieces written in the same Romantic
period.

Ticket prices are $20 and can be
purchased at the door Tickets may
also be purchased in advance by rail-
ing 1-888-846-B600_ or by logging on
to www.gmgiant.com.

The GM Giant Concert Series is
sponsored by the Bob Smith Auto-
motive Group ind Cadillac. MSO is
alsi:'supported in partvby the War

i caster B.l'1d.T2Ilb0C County Arts Conn‘
cils and_ the Maryland State ArtsCouncil. -

THE lfi’s: the

i Monfego
§Video, & J7
Music,OutIeI

_oPEN 'm MIDNIGHT
7 DAYS A WEEK

jiS_AVLES_& RENTAL
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Hailey's Criticism, .
Negativity Undermines

Chamber's Effort
Editor

l am writing this letter to relay to
the Town Council of Berlin and to
the public my outrage at Mayor Rex
Haileys outspoken and irresponsible .
public criticism of the Tuck Ever-
lasting events scheduled for October
and sponsored by the Berlin Cban_i--ber of Commerce. He has and con-
tinues to try and boycott these
events, as evidenced by his out-
bursts at this month’: Chamber‘
meeting, his negative comments to
anyone who will listen to him, and
again on WBOC-TV News on Sept.
17. He is, of course‘, entitled to his
own opinion; but, he is not entitled
to speak for the council membersand in his words ‘all of the residents
of Berlin‘ on this issue.

l have yet to understand exactly
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V
‘S ’l'0DA\l IT WAS ANNOUNCED

THAT PEOPLE SHOULD
DOUBLE THE“? AMOUNT
OF DNLY EXEQCEE.

 
  
 

THAT MEANS YOU'VE
GOING .
T0 Hie l?EFPl(7{-ZQATOQ
Twig D\lD\N(7
CO"MMEDClAL_ES?EbtKS.

September 27, 2|
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0C Water anks eesre Anot Lo
Though a vote has already been

recorded approving the removal of
the water tank _on 66th Street, at
least two elected ofiicials in Ocean
City are intent on making sure the
issue gets another vote with the
entire council present. Typically,
once a voteis taken on an issue, it‘:
dead, but this is one that merits
another look, and the council has
decided to do just that. We believe
that's a proper move.Earlier this month, the council
voted 4-1 with two members absent
to tear dowrrthe 66th Street water

._ tank, one year afler a larger one was
built two blocks to its south on 64th
Street. Council members were told
thc_65th Street tank could be‘n.>
moved without any detrimental
impact on the town’s water supply. A
presentation} was given to indicate

' keeping tbe.tank on-Line would gainonly 1 1/2 feet of volume, or 40,000
‘gallons of water, which is deemed
insignificant to those in the know.
Public Wiirk(s‘Director Hal Adkins
said, "Statistically and operationally
and from an engineering point. it is
not necessiaiiylbiit some may look atit as the extra car." .

Though removing the 66th Street
~lank appears to r5lClll. be the city's

intention, the council has decided to

postpone any action until the issue
can be addressed by the entire coun-
cil. Mayor Jim Mathias pledged this
week to use his veto power if at least
two council members agreed the
66th Street tank should stay. He
contends the city never knows what
could come its way in terms o(devel-
opment and Mother Nature and to '
regret removing the extra water
tank in a future disaster would be
unforgivable. Pointing to disasters
in LaPlata and New York City as
well as the increased development
taking place around the town, the
mayor, seemingly to no avail, has
pleaded with council members to
look past the dollars and cents and
see the larger picture.~Councilman
Vince Gisriel agrees with Mathias. .

Dollars and cents coupled with
being properly prepared from a
water supply standpoint for the
unimaginable is essentially whatthis issue is all about.

First, financially, if the 66thStreet water tank were to remain in
operation, the city would pay a lump
sum each year to maintain it. H the
city opts to move on without‘ it, thecost to remove and recycle it will be
approximately $75,000, which would‘in the end save the city thousandsof
dollars. Needless to say, if it were

merely a fiscal issue, it's a no—br
er. The tank needs to come down

However, in this. instance, it's
all about money. lt's about being
pared for future residential and r
mercial growth including the nei
Sunset lsland, the huge mid-t
project and numerous other la
scale redevelopment projects as
as potential natural disasterscould leave water -at an absa
necessity. According to the engin
ing firm, there's suflicient w
supply to allow for future devi
merits in Ocean City. The sci-
may indicate that today and pr:
that for the future, but we're
sure how they can be so certai
future years.

Overall, this water tank i.
would seem to be simple. It‘:
needed’ today, and it's costing
town unnecessary money. There
there's no need to keep it erected
operational. But the issue is r
complex than that, and we belthe entire council should revisit
issue and at least have all the n
hers in attendance‘ before the iss
ultimately decided. lt i:an‘t hui
the vote is the same, so be it, bl
least all the community represi
tives will have I! say on an impoiissue.

LETTERSTO THE EDITOR E
why it isihe has a problem, otherthan the cost, of the tickets to the
event. He even suggested on televi-
sionthat people would make out bet
ter by waiting until after the event
and paying $7.50 to go see the
movie. Believe me, I can assess a sit
’uation without the mayor's guid-
ance} asl am sure all ofyou can, and
decide for myself whether or not I
want. to pay $100 for two nights of
food, a Gala -Dinner Dance, a ticket
to the prescreening and an evening
of socializing, or, $40 for one night of
food, entertainment, .1 ticket to the

‘ movie and an evening of socializing;
or $7.50 to go see the movie some
other time. His comments are insult-
ing and inappropriate. He does nothave the facts that went in to the

plans for the celebrations and was
certainly not informed enough to
give interviews regarding those
plans.

The following is what the cham-
ber has planned, bar-nng any unfore-
seen problems that can occur when
you are planning events of thisnature.

First, in order for the chamber to
have a prescreening, it was mandat-
ed by the Production Company to
adhere to a list of "do's and don'ts",
otherwise a copy of the movie would
not be sent to the chamber prior to
its release The committee decided
rather than have no prescreening at
all, it would work under the rules of
the Production Company so that we
could have the excitement of a pre-

screening. In- order to have the
screening; the Production Corn
agreed to send the chamber one
of the movie, toshow one time It
movie theatre, by invitation
The largest theatre in the Be
0.C. area available could seat
340 persons.

Therefore, approximately 1
invitations are being sent out to
one and everyone the committe-
think of and to everyone who
for one to be sent to them, and
eats will be sent on ii first-come,
serve basis from those respond:
the invitations. The mayor coriti
to claim that only an “elite g1
will be invited to the prescree
That is just not true.

Of course, everyone cannot :
to pay $100 to go to the Gala
everyone cannot pay $40 to go tcelebration in town the next i

SEE NEXT PAGE
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BY SHAWN J. SOPEHsnrr WRIYER

OCEAN ClTY — Thg,}Vcircestcr ’
,,C0unty Licensed/Beverage Associa-

tion (WCI,BA),—at odds with the
county over last year's broadliquor
license fee increases, have filed a
class action lawsuit against the

‘ county seeking declaratory judg-.
ment, damages and injurictive relief.

Attorneys Joseph A. Schwartz
and Pamela Metz Kasemeyer, of
Schw.-irt1 and Met: in Baltimore,
filed the class action suit today in
Worcester County Circuit Court on
behalf oi"the WCLBA, a trade orga-
nization made ‘up of 290 county
liquor license holders.

The suit names Worcester County
and the five sitting County Commis-sioners as class defendants in the
case The WCLBA, President ChrisPoist, owner of Pickles Pub, and Vice
President Bill Herbst, owner of La
Hacienda, are named as class plain-
tilTs in the suit. ’ . V

The county raised liquor license
fees across the board last Junevby as

  

 

 
 £14

licensees Tale fiuhtiocnurli
much as 100 percent in some cases,
in an effort to bring the license fees,
which hacl’ri_o_t,heen‘increased in 10
ye:iraru§'to_ date and to help offsetbudget shortfalls.

The \VCLBA has fought the cum»
missioners over the substantial fee
increasesior over a year and iv-Inn a
battle of sort» in the larger war
when the commissionersiagreed in‘
the spring to cut the fee increases byhalf. _ ‘

However‘, Poist said last week the
move by thécounty to reduce the fee
increase} does not placate the trade
organization, calling the measure by - A
the "county ‘completely unaccept-able.’

The WCLBA ljas contended from
the beginning a_ county statute,
whith_ requires the liquor license
fees to be used only for the financialsupport ofthe Board of License Cam-
missioners, the county agency charg-
ed with issuing the licenses, enforc-
ing infractions‘ and other functions,
makes any increase over the amount
required to fund the agency an un»

.3EE PAGE 25A

  ~Las \.eeI_<erid'.ives Ocean C'ir’y's‘second- ‘i
 
   
 
 alk} S utdaystternco

emolliisn crowd estimates that reported 321.809 peciplewere in the rcso51': up more than 13.050 over last year. Above. a moving flockpf vacalia,
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Council Should Vllork
With Gibbs Family

Editor. , >
ln reading about the meeting of

the Mayor and City Council'coricern~
ing the closing of the alley on‘ Sid
Street behind the Breakers Hotel, l
agree 100 percent with Mayor
Mathias. ~ I

The Gibbs family deserve thanks
for all of their years of commitment
to Ocean City. They have built and
rebuilt decent. family places on the
Boardwalk and in north Ocean City
as well as several homes. That alley
has been closed for 80 years. Whoneeds it now?

Please, members of the City
Council, stop, look and listen. Have
you ever had any complaints about
any of the Gibbs’ businesses? Can
you say'tlus about some other busi:nesses in 0.0.7 '

Thank you for your cooperation
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GWEN UP FOR DEAD _ - -
Bl §0ME.l'Rl\PPEO OUTOF .
SIGHT AND IN ill! DPsRl( »
.l'ORWllAl SEEMEQ UKE \.

’ ETERNITY TO AN

; l\l§l_Xl0llSPUEllC-

There's a study currently,being
conducted by the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) to deter-

'_ mine the health ofthe Atlantic white
marlin" stock. Though the results
will not be released until early
September, one immediate indica-
tion'of the species’ current healthcame at last week's 29th Annual
White Marlin Open. '

Approximately 1,060 white mar—
lin were caught and all but 17 were
released during the event, the
largest billfishing tournament in the
world. While surely there were some

, duplicate catches included in that
number, this year's total not only
shattered the previous record for the
week-long event, but actually sur—
passetithe Ocean City Marlin Club's
annual-ftotal for 20 of the last 21
years."

Of course, this is worth noting
because NMFS has been petitioned
by the private, non—profit BioDiver-
sity_ Legal Foundation to list the

_ Atlzintic white marlin as a threat-
ened or endangered species afier zi
study it orchestrated found the stock
to be in jeopardy. The petition spark-ed fears in the local recreational
fishing industry that restrictions
could soon be applied to white mar‘

 
lhe Disp0l<:l\l_Mory|ond Coast Dispatch

lin. That trepidation was allayed
somewhat in March when NMFS
said the study results would be com-_
pletied this fall and no fonnal deci»
sion would be made on whether to
list it as rare, endangered or threatened until late 2003.

However, that did little to calm
the chatter last week around the
docks of the Harbour Island Marina,
the home of the White Marlin. Opcn.
Throughout the week, the pending
decision by NMFS was frequently
addressed with SOITIBVSPOY‘ fisher-
men claiming the stock was not
depleted at all, but most immediate-
ly roasted commercial long-liners,
who they say are the main culprits
in over-fishing if it’: occurring at all.

However, while the NMFS datais
being collected, the Open providedus with the best barometer to date
on the health of the species. Accord-'
ing to organizers, who reported a 981/2 percent release rate, catch re-
ports indicate each boat in the tour—,
nament. on average caught about 2
1/2 marlin as compared to previous
years when that number was one or
less per vessel. These figures along
with the more than 1,000 white mar-
l.Ll') released in basically three days of
fishing will be sent to NMFS and

O LETTERS To THE EDITOR
/Wll.l‘l the Gibbs family.

Violel {Pas} Steger
Ocean City

$teen's Talk 0! AlternatePlan ls Just A Threat
Editor:

“Fill the real Marvin Steen please
stand up"!

On July 31 he was extolled by his
friends as the greatest friend Ocean
Pines ever had.

But in the Aug *9 issue of The
Dispatch he became the greatthreatener of Ocean Pines Like 5|
sore loser he said if the people ofOcean Pines defeated the annexa-

'tion referendum he would punish
them by building 250 shanty: along

the south borders of Ocean Pines.
And his olfer of land_ for a YMCA?Gone with the wind. Wind without
substance like what helwill do to
punish Ocean Pines. if they dare to .defy him.‘

. ls Marvin Steen the type of devel» .oper we want in Ocean Pines? No.
But by his petulance he has given
the greatest impetus to defeatingthe annexation referendum.

John G, Murray

Preserve ShantytownEditor‘
Alter reading the Aug. 9 edition of

The Dispatch and seeing the picture
on the front page showing‘ Shanty‘
town, l must make my thoughtsheard —

. - -. 2.i'i I mm   3.. -1.‘-.2’!

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

    

     

    

   
 
 

  
  
 

 Congressman Wayne Gilct
help support the recreationa
men's cause that there's nu 5]
Further evidence to the
health comes this week fror
Carolina, where a 120-plusvt
fish tournament reported 63
were caught and released
event's first day. That’: re}
up from previous years as w

Throughout this proce
assumption bas been NMFS
science to support the petclaim and enact some sort
sure limiting the amount Imarlin fished. It's difficult tn
stand why an organizatioiallot the resources and the
petition NMPS if there were
mer-it’to their’ charge. Conscmuch of the‘ discourse has .
around whcris tdlblamye for lfishing. Wliile that issue is Aone that needs federal atten
found’ out"last week the su
not be in jeopardy at all. Ac
the Open is a trueindicatorhealth’ of Atlantic white
which we certainly believe I
species IS thriving better thWe'll find out what NMFS h.
nn lat:-r't_han Sept. 4

I attended the hearing
-Hill of the planning commis:
side.-ring the zoning thancommercial to residential fi
tytown. >

On one side of the table’
members of the planning
sion, and Lhe other side war:
of people wanting the
changed to residential. One
persons stated his “cred
Well, he sure had credentiz
did not hear any on the
interest side.

Then in the ‘Quotes of ti
. a member of the planningsion asked where are the 17

business people going Yet 1
ntng. commission voted .'i—2
zoning change. Yet when
human interest or better 3tourists and’ locals whc
Shantytuwri where will theSEE NEXT PAGE
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BY BENJAMIN L. MOOKEDITOR

OCEAN PINES — in Ocean City,
r)cean Pines and throughout Wor~
ester County, cable television sub-

icribers have only one choice avail~
ible to them depending on the mar»
;et and like others nationwide, find-
ng a way to cut everincreasing
'osts is dilficult, if not impossible. _

According to the most recent fed-
ral study of the cable industry, the
rverage bill has risen 8 percent per
car with no end in sight. The aver-

Local Resident.Shares

Stories From Schooner‘

re . ,
e buildings that helped make Sharitylown Village a West Ocean Cily landmark arc the bay tar thelast 29 years we
olished earlier this week. The property Is slated to become an upscale ated re deniial c unlly 0113 slngleolamo' . v V r ' not .

age national prices for basic cable
television as of December 2002 was
$36.47, up almost 40 percent over a
five-year period.

A comparison of local cable sys—
tems by The Dispatch showed that
Comcast, which serves Ocean City,was almost $5 under the national
average. ln a comparison with nine
other resort-area markets, Comcast

-of Ocean City offered the lowest
monthly package for the basic or
standard ‘tier.’ However, of the nine
other municipalities looked at, the
local Comczist oficred the fewest
 

 

 

flliilllllls ire orfliuerale osis  
amount of channels with the entry~
level option.

The area's other main provider,
Mediaccrni, which services Ocean
Pines, remained about $8 a month
over the national average. Of the 10
resorts looked at, Mediacom was out
priced by only Adelphia Cable, serv-
ing Hilton llead, S.C., which olfered
the most channels, 99, at the highest
price, $46.80 a month.

The concerns over cable television
costs have mounted in the last year,
especially in the wake ofa U.S. Gen-

SEE PAGE 18A

RavensUproari
 

 

 

Berlin resident Kyler Tauslin relurned
home llils week lor-the holiday break
aller spending more than a monlh onthe Allanllc Ocean wilh lellow students
aboard a 125-100! schooner, which sail«
ed lrom Connecticut to Pueno Rico. On
Monday. Tauslin, who attends Proctor
Academy in New Hampshire, shared
with The Dlspacn stall wriler Jenniler

Dawlcki some at the memories horn‘
. semesler at sea aboard the Wesl-

.ard, pictured at right.
i . ‘SEE PAGEIA

 
 
 
  
 
 
  

 

 

Expec ed Again

This Weekend

0. C Seacrem, Inc. v. H0telPlan Italia S.p.A.

Opposition No. 91 190886
Offered by Opposer
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-BY SHAWN J. SOPER
smrr wnrren

BERLIN — Worcester County has
witnessed unprecedented growth in
the last decade as baby boomers and
empty nesters fulfill their dreams of
owning a.second home in and around
the resort area, but for many would-
be first-time homebuyers, the dreamremains unfulfilled.

Soaring property values all over
Maryland, and especially in Worces»
ter, are outpacing income gains for
many lunch pail~carrying workers in
the county, forcing them to buy theirfirst home elsewhere or remain rnir—
ed in the cycle of high rent pay—
ments, which are often the equiva-
lent of the mortgage payment on adecent house.

The Maryland Association of
Realtors (MAR) last week released a
report that revealed the average
first-time homebuyer lacked the in»
come needed to buy a typical starter
home in Maryland. in Worcester,
where the median home price has
nudged past a quarter nf a million
dollars and income has remained
stable, if not stagnant, the typical
first—time homebuyer in the county
is moving further away from thedream

in Maryland, the median house‘
hold income is around $53,000,
while the typical starter home in the
state is selling for just Over
$172,000. In Worcester County, how-
ever, the median household income
continues to hover at just over
$40,000, while the price of a typical
starter home is heading in the other
direction at around $215,000

The MAR report revealed the av~
(‘rage l'irsl.~timc homehuyer in Mary
land, aged 2544, with an estrrnotml
income of $32,825 had just 68 per
cent of the income needed to buy a
typical starter home in Maryland. ln
Octobrr, the median starter hornr
price in Maryland was $172,231,
while thv median starter home price

SEE PAGE 26A
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—— WHA 0IllERS_ARESAYlNG' -—

Maryland Could Heal 1 self’
National rl'|?3S|II'(‘S of CDllSLlIT|(‘|’

confidence remain lower than right
after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, and
Maryland reflects that. But Anirban
Ilasu, economic consultant and
Towson University lecturer, begs to
differ: "The misery of the Maryland
economy,” he says, "is everywhere
apparent but in the data.”

Take a look‘
‘Maryland's September unem-

ployment rate of 4.3 percent was the
nation's seventh-lowest, and second-
lowest among urban states. Mary-
land's average is almost 2 percent-age points below the nation's.

‘Among mid-Atlantic states,
Maryland was the leader in personal
income growth in 2002 and in per
capita new business starts for the
last two years.

These data are cited in Mr. Basu’s
2004 economic outlook for Maryland,
titled “Don't Worry, Be Happy." The
new report ends with a cautionary
kicker on job growth, and it doesn't
address the state's budget deficit.
But it can be taken as a reminder
that the Maryland economy is sound
enough that meeting the state’s
shortfall is not so simple as choosing
between raising taxes or legalizingslot machines.

After_the 19905 bubble burst,
many economists predicted Mary-
land's economy would get hammered
more than many states, but that
simply turned out to be wrong.
Maryland's economy has outpaced
the nation’s, and Mr. Basu now pre-
dicts 2004 should be "a delightful
year’ — economically speaking.

Contrary to the entrenched
gloom, Mr. Basu sees a healthier

 

year nationally in the strong hous-
ing market, an upturn in temporary-
help hiring in leading indicator of
full-time hiring), growth in nonresi-
dential investment, rebounding pric-
ing power and corporate profits, and
soaring productivity.

Maryland has been looking par-
ticularly good because, as this news-
paper has noted, the state is one of
the most educated in the nation nnd
among the top recipients of federal
research spending. And it can bank
on a virtually certain stream of fed-
eral deficit spending on homeland
security and defense technology
through 2007, Mr. Basu says.

Or as Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr.
put it last week in his own take on
the state's economy: “The federal
government sends money to Mary-
land in buckets, and it helps us
immensely.’

Nationally and in Maryland, the
fly in the soup is whether job growth
returns. Mr. Busu predicts some
uptick in Maryland jobs in 2004,
along with almost 4 percent growth
in the state's personal income. He
admits he's not firm about that, but
also acknowledges Maryland's econ-
omy could continue to pleasantly
surpass predictions.

In that case, Maryland may find it
can rely on its growth, spendingrestraint and modest tax hikes to
weather this relatively short-term
storm — rather than making the per-
manent leap of legalizing slots.
Nothing's certain, but if any state
can financially heal itself without -
the social upheaval of gambling,
Maryland seems ideally positioned.

Copyright 0 2001, Tim Err/Irmort Sim

TO OUR READERS
The Dfspalch welcomes any and all letters from our readers. All letters are

encouraged typed, but not required, and we reserve the right lo edit each lat-
ter for clarity, accuracy and brevity. Letters should include wriler‘s name,
address and day and evening telephone number. ll we are unable to reach
the writer, we will have to withhold the letter. Letters can be mailed la The
Dispatch, PO. Box 467, Berlin, Md. 2181!, email to edilor@mdcoastdis-
palchcom or tax to 410-641-0966.

November 26, 2003

Get Facts StraightEditor:

Because of the oversight of an
anxious builder, whom I will not
name, I believe the whole Riddle
Farm project seems to be getting a
bad reputation. I know first hand
what great extremes Ruark Inc. is
going through to correct these envi-
ronmental problcms and preservethis historical area.

As an employee of Glen Riddle
Golf Course Development, I take
great pride in the continued preser-
vation and thought in which Ruark
lnc. has had and is continuing to
have in the development of the farm
site, as well as his concern for the
community in wlirch we live. After
reading letters to the editor, one from
a woman from Australia, l felt coni-
pelled to inform your readers tlizit
the history of this land is ll-rr from

 
being “condernncd to dust‘ and is not
‘wiping history off the face of the
earth.’ Just as Ocean City has
changed dramatically from what
once was a town of fish camps to
being ivhat IS now known as the sec-
ond largest city in Maryland during
the summer. These changes are
needed to accommodate the many
seasonal visitors and the growing
number of year-round residents
Some people would call this progress.

While l appreciate the opinions of
others, l believe one should know all
the facts before claiming that Glen
Riddle, Ruark Inc and myself have
“no conscience and arr doing a dis-
gusting thing " I do hold my head up
high each day as steps are being
taken to presr'r*\'r- the history of the

LETTERS To THE EDlTOR 
famous horses Man of War and War
Admiral, as well as Riddle Farm's
existing buildings which are possible
to restore for the future generations
to enjoy. When a roof falls through to
the foundation ofa building, restora-tion is limited

I implore to those who can take
the time to get the facts about the
project, before rendering judgement
alter reading a newspaper article,
and to learn more about the wonder-
ful job that l and nizuiy other E‘flVl-
ronmentally conscience people with
whom l have the pleasure to work,
are doing each day in this new rlevr-l~
opriierit. Get your facts straiglit
before you go accusirirg riiiil “donni-
inn" people who are JIISI as rorici-rncil
about horserticriiy, l1lSl.Uf\‘, environ-

P 43853

mental problems and solutions, and
wildlife as you say you are.

As one of The Dispa(ch’s readers
mentioned, property rights are as
basic as our freedom ri;;lits. That is
why I am viii-.rcising now, our free-
dom of speech I applaud you Mr.
ltuork on all nfyour previous contri-
butions: to this community, property
developmr-rits and especially thecontinued restoration of the old sta-
ble that housed the famous Man of
War and War Admiral 1 know that
you are incorporating‘, all possible
existing Itirlrlle Farm historic land-
marks to what will one (lily proudly
be, Glen Klllllll‘

L Price
(lrmri ('iIy

War Brings Out StupidityHilit-ii
llrd VIII! l‘\’l'I’ lir-.'ir tlir- (‘xpiia-.4-r-iii,fit F NFXT PAGE
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DY BENJAMIN L. MOOK
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(iv ‘1. (,l'l‘Y — The chief of the
... t ily Vnluntccr Fire CompanyI|\V4Il\‘|.‘tl in one nf three fire-
ir rclatcd accidents that high-li:'l a \\‘t‘l:l(Cl'\d, whirh included a

 

 
 .-i .il.Ill.\ fiiv that ripped through

,; 5.....uu. as low-lcvel rim continue throughout the building.

a Boardwalk building on Sunday.
By dawn on Monday, a total oftwo

cars Ind a fire engine were damaged
and one building with three busi-
nesses inside was destroyed as
events played out. While no serious
injuries were reported in connection
with the fire, one firefighter was
taken to the hospital for a leg injury
sustained when he was pinned

against a pole. At the time, he was
trying to move a car that was parked
illegally

The building itself is headed for
the scrap heap in the wake of the
fire Ocean City Chief Building In-
spector Mike Richardson said thiswcelx A contractor for the owner was
in Monday morning starting paper-
work to demolish the building. Rich-

i’-’.’3.i’l'I'|4C'El.'E_'s'isf.’

fire companies from Ocean City, Ocean Pines, Berlin, Showell and Bethany Beach, ravaged a Boardwalk building and de-
lit‘s&(‘5 wit in late Sunday night. Above left, nznrly I00 firefighters on the scene work to get the lire under control, and. above right, them...... i, r...... L...i.i iii

loliiiliifiieleailslolcciilents
ardson sand the almost 90-year-old
building was essentially rendcri.-d
unusable by the fire. “It's been corri-
promised, and it's going to have to
come down," Richardson said.

Even before Sunday's fire, the
weekend started on a lJI'L.1rre note
for resort firefighters. Last Friday,
Ocean City Police Department OfSEE PAGE 50

BY TOM STAUSS
SPECIAL 70 ms DISPA rcu

0(,2l:‘.AN l’lNES— Robert Smith
l’1‘<\‘ll’llrl(‘d the Grinch who stole
t.’liiisI.in.is Wednesday night
when he delivered a lump of coal
to 0Cl':|II Pines property owners:
lhcii Int valuations for purposes
of county and state property
(nu-~. will be increasing by a
lmlly '10 percent for tax purpos-
v:,~. next yenr.

Smith, director of the State
Department of Assessments for
Wu _‘l'.\‘l'l' County, then donned
llu. Fianlu prrstinn when he re-
miudril property owners that
tlir 70-percent increase in as-
sess:-il valuation for the Ocean
Pines community does not mean

 

iceanlineslrolleill
a similar increase in propertytaxes.

As in result of recent action by
the County Commissioners, new
assessments of owner-occupied
homes in Ocean Pines and else-
where in the county are capped
at 5 percent per year.

Smith suggested that nssess-
nient notices, scheduled to be
mailed to property owners by
Dec. 31, should be inspected
closely. Under state law, new
assessed valuations are spread
out evenly over three years, a
process called triennial reas-
sessment, which also works to
reduce the impact of sharply
higher assessments. "Adjust-
ments in the tax rate could also
affect the actual level of tines

lllllllSi-tllllllll
levied on properties in the coun-
ty.

Smith said that property own-
ers have 45 days to appeal their
assessments if they believe they
are too high. He warned them
that “fixed income" is not a legit-
imate reason for 2 reduction in
assessment.

Properties owned as second
or vacation homes by iioii-resi-
dents or by investors who rent
out their properties will receivethe NH brunt of the increase in
valuations. Smith said that of
about 8,300 properties assessed
in Ocean Pines, about 3,695 are
homes occupied by resident
owners, with the balance, in-
cluding unimproved lots, treat-
ed as non-resident or inveslmont

lllsl’llll3ll|ll
property.

Smith said the assessment cap
does not apply in the first year
for new construction or homes
with major alterations exceed-
ing $50,000 in value. The .’>-per-
ccnt cap would kick in for the
second and third years, howev-
er, for owner-occupied homes.

Smith said that the new
reassessment for Tax Distrirl 3.
of which Oceln Pines is n pnrl
as well as West Ocean City,
shows that the average selling
price of homes in Ocean Pines
over the past year is $281,000,
compared to $225,000 in the
county and Ocean City's
$375,000. Ocean City’: would
have been even higher were it

SEE PAGE 18
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A Respectful Government

Editor:

I am reluctant again to bring up
the issue “under God “ in the Pledge
of Allegience in the days nearing
Christmas, the birth of Christ, a
time and event so holy to so many
people. However mention of myname by a commentator in a recent
local paper obliges a respectful reply.
In that column citing my earlier let-
ter disagreeing with him on the
Pledge issue, the writer recounted
that the U.S..wias founded by people
who were believers, and God has fig-
urcd prominently in our public life.
The writer asked, therefore: Why IS‘
it wrong to have the words “Under
God” in the Pledge 0fAllegiaric£-7 He
went on to say that "The sociiralists
and others who want to see Curl
dead in our society always quote the
first amendment regarding the es
tiiblisliint-iit of religion
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Was Once Jus Sb Simple
We took a little dillercnt approach

with our annual letters to Santa fea-
ture this week. In years past, we
have asked the town for permission
to publish the letters that are drop-
ped off at the Winterfest of Lights
display at Northside Park. This was
an easy way to get lots of letters, but
this year we took a different route
and advertised for letters in the
paper and received about 15.

Knowing that was not enough, we
also asked some local schools to par-
ticipate and Ocean City Elementary
School really went beyond the call of
duty, providing our staff with him-
dreds of letters from local students.
In case you missed them amidst the
more than 200 we published. this
week, here's a look at some of our
favorites and their highlights. They
range from the hilarious to the sin-
cere to the bizarre to the simple to
the sweet. Overall, we like them all.

-Kinsey Camelio, 9: '‘I really want
a pool and to go with my pool if it
isn't trouble I want a dolphin to go
with my pool. Just a reminder, I've
been very naughty. I'ni joking. I
know lots ofjokes — want to hear?"

-Jimmy DeSiIver, 8, West Ocean
City: “I would like a new skateboard.
It should be the fastest skateboard
in the world. I think you are the best
guy."

-Annie Velenovsky, 5), Ocean City:
"I have been mostly good this year. I
-admit, I have done some bad things
I hope you forgive me."

-Brittany McDaniel, 8, West
Ocean City: “Would you bring me zi
diamond ring because I really want
to give it to my mom on Christmas
morning so she can wear it on her
finger in her wedding?"

-Kaitlyn Nilblett, 8: “I have been
good and have helped my dad at
work. Also I have good manners. For
example, I said excuse me when I
burped."

-Kelly Wallace, 8, West Ocean
City: "I want a bike because I helped
string popcom and cranberries and
decorate the Christmas tree and I do
my homework every night."

 
Some secrularists and rabid athe-

ists shrilly want to see “God dead,”
which understandably raises the
hackles of believers. But that is not
the view of most secularism includ-
ing myself. We hold that belief or
non-belief in God both can and
should co-exist and have their place,
government has its and the two
must be kept separate. History
shows that for governments to mix
the two leads to a Pandora's box of
problems, especially when enforce-
ment mechanisms and the State's
monopoly of legal force becornc suli
nrdinzitud to religion

Belief Ill "God" IS ipsii facto, rcli
ginri. Religion is faith based, ihr-rr-—
fnrc sulijcrtivc, and does not havi-
superior standing; as rclli-rtirig fibj(‘l‘

‘Eddie Webb III, 8, Selbyvillc:
"Can you make my cat better?”

-Charlie Mumford, 4: “May I
please have a good toy, like a Ninja
Turtle, to give to a kid who doesn't
have any? Then for me I want a
Rudolph toy, more Ninja 'I\.irlles, the
Shredder, Skeletor, the Foot
Soldiers, a Go-Bot, like four real
puppies and that's all for me
Thanks Santa Claus. You're a cool,
good guy."

‘Ana R05, 7, Millsboro, Ilel.: “I
have tried to be good all year but it
always doesn’t work. Could you
please still bring me a dog, .1 cat,
make-up, car, clothes, games,
Barbies‘? I will have cookies and
milk waiting for you.

‘Larry Jock, 9, Ocean City. “I
want some toys, boy clothes and no
girls toys or clothes.”

-Madison L., 9, Berlin "I have
been very good this year, I’m not try-
ing to be greedy. 'I‘lie best thing I
could wish for would be making my
family happy. I want a puppy and a
bed for my puppy and treats for my
puppy. The last thing I want is amotor bike."

‘Drake Cropper, 9, Ocean City:
“Also I want my family to like every
present they receive. For example, if
my dad doesn't like his present, he
just throws it in the trash."

-Aviv Asoulin, 7: “What I would
like for Hanukkah is a cell phone
because I can talk to anyone, at any
time. I also want a puppy because
they like to play and are nice "

"Kicker, 7, West Ocean City‘ "A
puppy because I want it to chose mycat. named Stars."

-Riley Carey, 8, Ocean City:
“Could you bring me a PS2? I earned
it because I was a wonderful boy this
year. Also because I shared my toys
with my little brother. Another rea-
son is because I take out the trash
for my dad. Finally, I want a PS2 for
Christmas."

On behalf of The Dispatch, we
wish all of our readers — even those
who do not like us — only the best
during the holiday season.

 LETTERS To THE EDl_TOR- ——
tive reality. Thoughtful belief in the
non-existance of God or agnosticism
are equally vnlid manifestations of
human intellect. In their genius, the
Founders erected the First Amend-
ment bar regarding an establish-
ment of religion, thus permitting the
evolving United States to come to
accommodate over the years a full
range of beliefs, both dcist and non-
dl:lSl._ that currently coexist more or
less beneficcntly with each other.
That benign diversity is a precious
attainment in human history

Standing by itself, the Pledge of
Allegiance with “Under God" l<
innocuous. But when government
makes the Pledge, including those
words, a matter of ritual in the pulplic schools it crivssrs the IN}? into   

Docnmlir-i I9, 2003

 QUOTABLE

Uoiis
_ ,”I, am ‘really no! happy wllh
GUbkéH'5 explanations. I don’!

' hnaglné-fhev would, gel paid very
.‘-bflen -I! hé did‘!-io! find the pro/ecls
were favorable Iorlhe town.” Ocean

f'Clly Councilman Joe Milreclc on
' The Tral1lc'C-roup'slralllc study lor
the 45th Slreel Village redevelop-
ment. ' ‘. . r

 

 
  ' "This Is Ocean C/Iy's last appor-

lunlly_lo.allrscl a [lagged conven-
.lIon center hotel." Kellh loll ol IOTT
Archllecture and Engineering In
Sallsbury on the redevelopment of
the 45th Slreel Village.

  
  

 
  
  
 

"We're on I roll right now. This
_has been Irled (or several years, but
lhere is appears la be more support
Ior this Ihan ever lhls year." Slate
Delegate Barbara Frush (D- Anne
Arundel) on the momentum behind
a proposed srnoklng ban tor thestate.

 

    
  

 

 
 

“Ocean City should wan! this.
Statistics show people are stayingaway lrom restaurants and clubs
there and are going across Ihe bor-
der to Delaware in greater numbers.
Ocean City businesses should be in
favor 0/ this legislation." Senator
lda Rubin (D-Montgomery) on the
Impact the smoking ban has had onDelaware.

 

  
  
  

 
  
 
 

 
‘We are choking ourselves in by

these conveyances. I understand
this is making your project a better
project, but the compound affect
ils like handcufling the town for
future use. ”Ocean Clly Councilman
Vince Gisrlel on hls opposition to
closing alleys In the resort.

 
 

  
  

 
  
   

"You would think Ocean City
would want more land the way
things are going there. "
Commlsslon President Sonny
Bloxom jokingly surmlsing the till-
lng In of the back bays behind

‘Ocean City could be good for the
town's current development trends.

 

   

  
  

 
“Be nice, II's Chrlslmas. ‘County

Commissioner Loulse Gulyas, who
represents Ocean Clly, In responseto Bloxom.

 

   
promoting an establishment of reli-
gion, i.e., favoring a belief in the
.Iudeo~Christian deity. Government
must not do that. It should, rather,
respect religious beliefs and non-
beliefs alike while avoiding project-
ing suppnrt or preference for any
particular choice.

Secularists and many religious
people alike agree on this point.

Thomas LnngvOcean Pinrx

Carriage House A Treasure
Editor:

The Carriage House in Ilerliri, a
restaurant run by the Worccstvr
County Dew-lnprnentzil Center, (’T7l'
ploys the (ii-vi-lopmcntally disalilcrlIn order to ensure their future em
ployrnt-nl. and vocational oppnrtuiii
ties The Center provides a high qu
ality of S('l'VlCt‘S and (l[!D(lflllYlllN‘:i
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Baluiliannoners
BY BENJAMIN L. MOOK

EDITO/-7

OCEAN CITY — A Selbyville cou-
ple readied a plea agreement this
week with prosecutors that spared
them jail time on charges they left
their infant in a car, in the middle of
summer, while they sat down fordrunks at a resort bar.

Marc A. Augustine, 33. and Nina
M. Stout, 23, both pleaded guilty in
Worcester‘ County Circuit Court on
Tuesday to one count of confining anunattenderl child. Circuit Court
-Judge Theodore Esclienburg sen-
lciiced Stout and Aiigiistine to 30
days in jail, which was suspended.
They were also fined $500 and plac-
ed on probation for a year and a half
Prosecutors nurced to drop in second
charge of reckless endangerment as'. of the deal

in couple was arrustcil on July
1003. after Ocean City police were

called tn The Angler on Talbot Street.
Enipliiyees of the restaurant had
pli--iictl in their concerns about an in-
fant lull aloiu-, in a car in the parkinglot Investigators rccr-rdird mu tern-
pcraturc that day at 77 degrees.

Employees Iuld police that Stout
and Augustine left their infant son,
Anthony, in the car with the win—
(lows cracked about an inch while
they were inside having drinks. The
bartenders told police they estimat-
ed the boy was left alone lictweeii 45
minutes Lo an hour. Stout and Au-
gustine were zirrustcd and charged
with leaving their son unattended.
Anthony was taken to Auantic Gen-
eral Hospital by a social worker for a
precautionary e.\ani.

The couple's attorney, Terri Tay-
lor, though, argued the situation was
not as dangerous to the child as orig-
innlly reported to police. Taylor said
the couple, contrary to witness state-
ments, stayed within eycshnt of the
child at all times and also asked a
in-worker to check in un Anthuiiy
uvcry lew rniriutcs. She also said the
cnuple was in the bar for only about
30 minutes, as compared to the hour
reported by employees

"They're not bad parents,’ Taylor
said. "What they did was not as egrc»
gious as was rcporlctl ’

Child services had custody of An-
thony for a week before bt'ln[Z re-
turned to his parciiLs after a favor-
ablr hearing

, PRICELESS"

 

The Ocean City Mayor Ind Council met this week to discuss slllleglc muster ylannlng Issues, such as Irallic, lr:ns~porlalion, bridges, allordabilily, unions, density, budget, taxes, loreigii sludents and gambling. Above, council mem-
bers discuss lhe various topics at The Hot:-bll. mu. >7 Jvo-Illor Dnivkhl

City Council Looks To The Future
Concerns

Over Cily’s

Affordability
Surface

Resort Looks

Toward State

For Solution

To Tax Issue

Council Wants New Library

To Hear How May Mean No
Citizens Sec:

Development

Tax Decrease

For Residents

SEE STORIES INSIDE

The ii dmono nnoihernoorullhe,award Johnson oceanminl Inn on ‘
on street and the Boardwalk was
lawn or! center during the hluiiieiy
lorm *- early-,'- yesterday. -{Workers
cramhlod early Tmiradly morning to ‘
lcit up Aroarsireuesmnd. clean up‘
ehrls ulierlne wind New more Ihanall oi the tlnh-lioor addition of! the

flipping I good portion at the
ddlilonpnlo the neighboring bulld-

3tng.~ The noun brought torrential
ownpourl and wind gum In excess
laomph 3 .

 
0.C. Seacrets, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia S.p.A.
Opposition No. 91190886

Offered by Opposer

F 43858

PLA|NTlFF’S

EXHIBIT

__,L3_L5,___.
ALL STATF LEGAL SUPPLV (‘O 



 

 

 

 
  T7711-tl)l.SfI;f‘(fl and Resort Li/': are pub~

shed weekly on Friday mornings S2
ck; aLycar.;._.Thc publications are .

y.-‘Maryland Coast Dispatch ;
drés's'I'all.'r_nail to,lf.O. Boxv467,'~

 
  

 

  
 possible):'dspatrhlQiiilertom.riet

  
 

 
‘J. Silei/‘en Greeii V

.Mririagirig Editor  
   

‘Ben;iir:r"iin~L.iMoolc'Edi'to‘ ~  

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

indallioohcr '» ii , V _ '
4 Accoiiiit $iiles_-Wcsl/Narllr ‘ ‘

Art Diepartirieflnti I ,3’,
zcaii-,.w.‘,a. l

Ar!-Dir'e_ctbr_
VMaiia-Sildaria ’

Graphic /iiltisr
_ ric Fierro

‘. I Graphic Artist

V-‘V Office

  
 

 
  
  

  
 

-Patricia Lohmeyer
, Office Mriringer' 'Mari¢ Leek

. Brmkktrper»' -Donna'Love
’ '.4cc'o'rrr1!s"RecrivriliIe

v-izaciiei Shlagel
_'Classi'/Feds ~

_'..Check Lls Ou!"Orili’nc/It:
_ www.n-rdcoasldispritcli.cnm

  
   

  

  
Beach Patrol Should Fall
Under New DepartmentEditor:

The City Council has been dis-
cussing the possibility of making
some changes in the Ocean City
Beach Patrol. We have an excellent
beach patrol, but there is one changeI would recommend The beach
patrol’: main mission is to patrol the
beach and safeguard those people
who are venturing into the surf.

lt seems only reasonable that the
OCBP should be in the Public Safety
Department. At this time, the OCBP
is part of the Recreation Depart-ment

\Vheii the guards rir-ed extra
assistance, they are calling for
medics or policeman ln an (’lTl(‘Y-
gency, they are not counting on thr-
rccrcation staff The far! is that pub
lic safety is not the main mission of

mo Dispatch/Morylond Coast Dispatch

 i it WECSEE Iii]  

Views On OC Meeting Issues
With a number of topics needing

serious attention and discussion, the
Ocean City Mayor and Council held
an eventful strategic master plan
meeting this week. Here is a look at
some of the issues that surfaced and
our thoughts:

°Tax differential: This has been
an issue for years. After being
repeatedly denied requests for com»
pensation from the county for identi-
cal services; provided, Ocean City islooking to hit up the state for reim-
bursements of services rendered.
This is similar to the situation over
the resort's desire to answer its own
911 calls. The county has stood firm
on its opposition to both of these pro-
posals from Ocean City ollicials, who
have remained committed to their
stances as well. The result is a stale»
mate. Taking the issue to the state
makes perfect sense, and we under-
stand the city will soon be in contact
with Delegate Bennett Bozman on
the drafling of the bill.

‘Library in jeopardy?: Some City
Council members are committed to
sticking to their word from last
spring's contentious budget sessions
when residents turned out in droves
to ask the council to lower the tax
rate and return some of the revenue
from the booming assessments to
the property owners Their requests
were denied, but the council assured
the residents their pleas would be
seriously considered in 2004. At this
week's meeting, there was some dis-
cussion as to whether the city could
provide initial funding for a new
library and still consider a lower tax
rate. It seems this could boil down to
a decision between the two.

-“Weathr.-rproofing" the resort:
Councilman Joe Hall expressed his
desire on Monday to try and make
the town less dependent on the
whims'of Mother Nature Hall sug»
gested re-opening discussions on
developing non-weather dependent
amenities, such as an lMA.X or an
aquarium. Although a well-inten-
tioned idea, we find it hard to believe
Ocean City/s success will not forever
be linked to the weather. If the
weather is bad at the beach, busi-

 
thc recreation department. There
are a number of our ex guards whoare now medics.

Ccargc Fec/ifcy
Occriri Crly

America is Not Safer
Editor:

As l read this, "l'll say that the
world is more peaceful and more free
under my leadership and America is
more secure " President Bush offer-
ing a message he said will be a
theme in his re-election bid

Then on Sundav, Nov 2, 2003, 16
American soldiers are killed in IraqI wonder where Mr llush'.~. mind I57
Hiiw-can he say Al'T|l‘l’I(’(| is “niririi
secure" and “the world is more

ness will suffer and less people will
target. Ocean City. That's the case
today. It was the same way 20 years
ago and it will be the case 20 yearsfrom now.

‘Affordability: Resort oflicials ex-
pressed conccrn over the increased
cost to vacation and reside in Ocean
City. With real estate prices Soaringto levels that make it difficult for
average income families to buy in
the resort, the issue is real. While
there is some reason to be concerned
about this, wr: believe the cycles of
the economy will bring Ocean City
back to reality in the near future
and is not a matter government can
address with any success.

'A new Route 50 Bridge: When
Ocean City officials testify for a new
bridge before legislators next year,
they plan to take with them aerial
photos of all the bridges from the
Chesapeake Bay to Ocean City. The
hope is the legislators will under-
stand the condition of the Route 50
Bridge is worse than others that
could be considered for funding prior
to our local bridge. This is sound pol-
icy, but we still believe in 39 years
we will be celebrating the current
Route 50 Bridge turning 100 years
old. We understand the Chesapeake
Bay Bridge replacement project will
drain most of, if not all, the state's
transportation funds for the Eastern
Shore.

°Density and the residents: When
the city finally embarks. on drafting
a new comprehensive plan next year,
omcials would like their consultant
to determine how residents want to
see the resort develop. Councilman
Jim Hall supported this week a pollof city residents, but fellow col—
leagues seemingly rejected that
idea. Nonetheless, we liked the dis-
cussion here. It's always worthwhile
for representatives to hear from the
citizens they represent, and the
manner in which the town develops
is a hot-button issue. It's true a poll
would be dominated by whatever
side is more organized, but we sup-
port the consultant getting out and
touching base with the community
in a more personal manner.

LETTERS To THE EDITOR ———~
peaceful”?

As long as Americans are being
killed in Iraq and Afghanistiiri,America is not more secure and the
world is not more peaceful. This is
not a Republican or Democrat issue
this is an American issue. I feel Mr
Bush is totally detached from the
real world. Bring our soldiers home
if the world IS more peaceful and the
major fighting has ended as the
President says. A real man knows
when to hold them and when to fold
llivni.

Ending this senseless conflict is
not a disgrace Our sons and daugh-
ters arr: paying for our preside-nl'smachismo

Jam‘! S[lt’ddl’Il

P 43859
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 - pernilt1§'d in the 1_zone.VBeslda5,
I don'l“thr'nlr it? want .73 residents

E calling and coinplalnlng about the
7 guy /n lhe-duck blind." Worcester
,,County -Plarinlng Commissioner
'.Carolyn Curnrnlns‘on the removal
_«o! aiiuck blind In aproposed res|-
_dontial_¢':ommu'nlty. -..

-‘“TIrIs. was allsdone complelely' y’ lhe-students and for the slu-
énts.-‘and-fllIieIr»"ehthusIasrri has

fl been 1"am'az'Ing'. ", Stephen Decatur
’ lgtifschool teacher Lorl Chalalal

n,tri'a‘ri'ew éommuhlty service pro-
.gram ecenlly started.

 

 
 ‘thing. We promised a 2-cenl

‘ lax raduclioiifi ll lhrllbrary has lo
bescrapped or 30-fool sidewalks,

ave‘ to make good. on our
ipromIsa.". Ocean City Councilman

' Jim ?H'all‘on keeplrigfaipledge to
-rediic ' he’ property tax rate next  

 
"pramlsz--"~',Ocean » City Council—
~woman Nancy Howard in responseto Jim Hall-

“I do think that the authorization
of slals Ior Maryland could very
well_ happen this session. The
prableni Is,'how do we do it? We
dori'l]us! say, 'Iel's have slots’.-ind
may /u's!.malerIaIl'1a." Ocean City

» Chamber of Commerce lobbylst"Dennis Rasmussen at this week's
legislative sesslon in_lhe reson.

“lI.we;ar9 opposcdlo it, than
this is the year to light M. II it does

_come,';»then~ we.4varil It In our
places. Il's_- ]usl_ common sense. "

‘EDC ‘Chairman ljenny Berger on' slots.‘ --
  

Unhappy Over CableEditor:
-ln Ocean City, Comcast Cab

without any advance notice in tl
middle of the night eliminated tl
pay pervview channel from the rcgi
lar cable subscribers to force regul:
cable subscribers to upgrade the
service to the more expensive digit
cable service A regular cable sul
scritier now cannot order a pay pc
View event, such as movies, sportir
events and concerts. The only way
to purchase the more expensive dllital cable

Tliese corporations such
Comcast are not happy making hiiii
profits, they have to suck every la‘
nickel out of the cnnsurriing puhli
This latest move by Comcast is jir
one more example of the rampai
corporate greed that has takrn ova

SEE NEXY FACE
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rcleascd repurt, Worcester again‘wed all other counties in the state 

 

[hr-liiigli--t xnvliv-rol'newcan~
l,,'v' - 1» - . w 1’ :i five-year

v '.'fv~' l'i__ in-:'- Restitution
Fund lm,--ii: (Cl-ltl‘i iutllllal can-

_ccr report spanning the five-year
pvriucl fr:-rii l:)9C 2000 assessed thelI\H¥IlH’l (‘l itiiiicr i.i.~» and cancer-
relzited llt".'l\lX‘i iii (‘.A(‘lI county and
IlS.‘«ii['_l)< .' i inn» pm 100,000 people.ill‘ -vecnnd-leading
rzn i w lll llIl' nation and
M:ii_)i..:i:1_ i..i_1 \Vuice-ster County
ranltrd first lli llii- .'i|ll|’lllI_'l’ ofnew in-
cidences of all cancers, including
hing and hiunrliiin, rrilorectal, fe-ale, oral, mela-I i :.i.r(r Worcester

-wli 55-1! incidents

   

lvi-:i.l ,. 
 

ni.-lv
 ii(iiii.i xiiiil .1 \l

lt!|‘pl'(l ‘.
ii-i mun

llilll
In iiiii

 . am" ’ * ‘I-dfiiltdfl

Baltimore City fell in line behind
the local area with a rate of 549,
cases per 100,000 people and Dor-
chester County ranked third with
544 incidences for every 100,000
people. The statewide incidence ratewas 498.1, and the U.S. rate was
480.4 per 100,000 people.

. This is the second year in a row
Worcester has been leading the way
in new cancer cases, according to the
CFRP, a report funded as a result ofa lawsuit in 1998 in which numerous
states were granted a settlement
from tobacco companies of $4.4 bil-
lion over a 25-year period, according
to Dr. Carlessia Hussein, a public
health doctor with the Depiirtrrient
of Health and Mental Hygiene and
director of the Cigarette Restitution
Program.

While there are no clear-cut rea-
sons why Worcester consistently
leads the state, local health officials
do have some theories as to why the
rates are higher in the Eastern

Ac_cor ing to a spokesh I'I|:I‘t’ll_t0fihe~_v'enerab|e ,OId Farmer’: Almeria
he shoreican expect a _hruta_lly cold 

L<5w—Carb Craze

  
  
  

  
   

fro‘ - - '*'rv‘v:w7.r;x,.
.

Skips ,H0l"1,day-‘gt

surging, area merchants specializing

pies, cakes, beer and breads are

day season. While carb counting hasbecome a national obsession lor
some, ll would appear that the tradi—"
lional holiday lara will still make it tothe table this year.

Shore county
‘Being number one in incidence is

not necessarily a bad thing lnci—
dence tells you cancer is being diag-
nosed and individuals are getting
screened, which is what we try to
promote," said Marty Pusey, preven-tion services director for the War-
cester County Health Department,

The growing population, which
grew by almost 3,000 people from
l99‘J to 2000, is mmlr: up of people
who are over the age of 60 yrars, and
Pusey said with agr comes longer ex-
posure to the elements, landing old-
er people iritrinsically at a higherrisk

Husscin agreed and said agr also
tends to make pcople more susceptible.

“rm, have been .11 It imig.~i,'Hussein said. “And with ago, some
are not ablc to withstand the various
attacks and begin to sucrunih to
some of these issiics "

Most common aninng the (aiuer
casr-s in \Vorcefiter were rnulaiiuina,
oral and lung cancer, all three uf
which Pusey said were more Llian
likely lifestyle related.

‘People on the Eastern Shore tend
to have poor hcalthylifestylcs praI.‘—

T1_‘_€3l Favorites? ; f.
Even with interest in low-carb diets iz -_'-

in carbohydrate-laden goodies such as

nonetheless anticipating a strong holi-

~~~*:..:rc-

‘ isasiaisi

 

tices,' she said
Pusey said with low socio-econom-

ic indicators, poor education and in-
nccessibility to .health insurance,
many residents are at risk because
they are not aware of the risks, and
If they are, cannot afford not to miss
work to attend doctors’ appoint-merits

"As people become more educated
and make more income, they tend to
take better care of themselves and
can aflord to take time off to go the
doctor," she said.

Melanoma, often linked to tho
boacligners in the resort arcs, is be-
ing detected mnre in white males
with occupations that require them
to be outdoors, according to Becky
Jones, RN., and colorractal cancr-rEollrdlllillllf at the Worcester County
Health Dcpartniciil

Also 3 factor in the high ralL- of
melanoma is what kind of eirperi~
ence people had in the sun as a child
She said research has shown :1 good
percentage of sun exposure happens
the 18th birthday and sunburn: ex-
perienced as a child could be toblame for melanoma later in |ifr-

‘Those burns then damage our
SEE PAGE 14
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Residents Need To

Stop Listening To BerlinEditor:
This letter is in response to the

article in last week's The Dispatch,
“Town Residents Get Organized,’ by
Shawn J. Soper_ regarding the ongo-
ing flooding problems for residents
of Henrfs Green and Henry's Mill.

l have some advice for the resi-
dents of both communities: Stop
talking to the Town of Berlin and
call Denny Rayne of Rayne's Sand
and Gravel. Mr. Roync has been
putting in storm water management
ponds and drainage ditches for 25
years. He can bring a transit, shoot
your grades and water elevations,
and in about an hour, he will be able
to tell you what is causing your prob-lems

Ccnr Parker
Berlin

‘lhe Dispatch/Maryland Coast Dispatch

  -a swim QIHE1lS,i1.3RESAYII51G'-

New School On Righ Track
An important hurdle was over-

come last month when the county
learned the Interagency Cominitteu
for School Construction had given its
initial blessing to the construction of
a new Ocean City Elementary
School.

What the committee, whose staff
has a lot to say in regard tn school
construction funds in the state, did
was commit $1.5 million in initial
state funding for the project. The
county was seeking $2.4 million, and
it's that shortchange that leaves

- some to speculate whether the coun-
ty will ever see its entire requcst.
Skeptics point to the long process
the county had to endure to get
repaid in a similar situation with
Stephen Decatur Middle School. It
took years before the county received
its reimbursement in full.

The new school is estimated to
cost. $17.5 million, ofthat the county
will pay the lion's share with the
state allocation tipping the scale at
$4.7 million. The county wanted the
state to pitch in $2.4 million this
year and the remaining $2.3 million
next year. The county got a $1.5 mil-
lion commitment for the first year
request. However, the good news is
the IAC only committed $51 million
to the 44 projects, leaving an addi-
tional $49 million still up for grabs.
What the MC decision signifies is
the first step in a long process. The
IAC had 197 school construction pro-
jects from around the state to con-
sider and only one from Worcester
County. The county's lone request,
OCES, along with 43 others madethe cut.

The IAC’s decision is reason for
optimism, according to Superinten-dent of Schools Dr. Jon Andes. He
said, “The state still has $49 million
set aside for school construction pro-
jects and we're confident the LAC, or
ultimately the Board of Public
Works, will commit the remaining
$900,000 to this project "

County Commissioner Virgil
-Shockley guarded his enthusiasm,
saying, “We knew ‘we would likely

  
Grateful For SupportEditor;

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to publicly thank the individual
members of the Worcester County
Bar Association for their generosity
in donating the funds necessary to
make the Bar Association's annual
Thanksgiving Charity an enormous
success. I would also like to thank
David Smith and the wonderful stall
at the 94th Street Superfresh and
the kind folks at Nabisco anrl

LETTERS To HE EDITOR

get something, but l'm a little con-
cerned they didn't fund the whole
thing. I would hope if they thought
the project was worthwhile, they
would provide the full funding."

Whether it's the IAC or the Board
of Public Works, we believe the state
should find the money to fund tho
total request from the county It
should not be next year or the year
alter. It should be this year. Local
officials in Snow Hill (the commis-
sioners) and Newark (the school
board) understand first hand the
financial pitch the state is currently
in, and that's why they only request»
ed funding for one new construction
project and ignored the others that
are surely in need of consideration.

The county has put all its prover-
bial eggs in one basket for the year.
If the state does not come through
with the requested amount, it be
tantamount to a major injustice. it
would be a travesty for the local
school system, one that could not be
simply blamed on the state budget
picture.

The state must understand its full
commitment is needed to take the
school to the next level, one that will
ensure it continues to be one of the
finest elementary schools in the
state and country. Anyone that has
ever walked the halls of Ocean City
Elementary School knows it's :1 spe-
cial leaming institution. Sit through
a school-wide assembly one day, and
it is easy to understand the respect
the studenLs have for their teachers,
administrators and the entire school
staff.

There is a code of behavior fol-
lowed at OCES, and it has resulted
in state and national blue ribbon
awards and county adulation. What
has been missing in recent years is a
quality facility to sustain ri sound-
leaming environment for years to
come. The county has committed to
spending millions of dollars on the
new school, and the state should
come on board because the end
result will be worth the extra money
down the road.

Entemann's for their assistance in
this worthy cause.

Through these efforts, we were
able to provide a turkey and all the
trimmings to 200 families through
out Worcester County, feeding well
over 1,000 of our less fortunate citi-
zens. It is truly an honor to be
involved in this event and I am
proud of the enthusiastic support of
our membership

David Ccislzifl
Ocean City

TO OUR READERS: The Dispalch welcomes any and all letlers tiom our lead
eis All loneis are encouraged typed, bul not required, and we ieserve the iighl to edit
each letter toi clarity, accuracy and bieviry, Leneis should include wnlc-r's nan-iv,
address and day and evening Ieli.-phone number lt we are unable to reach the wnloi,
we will have lo withhold the lellci. Letters can be mailed lo The Dispalch, PO. Box 467,
Berlin, Md 21811, Zfllabl to ediloi(‘lrndcoasldispaich,cam or tar Io 410641-0966
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Thanks For Downtown Suppor
Editor:

On Nov, 30, 2003, the Downtowi
Association of Ocean City held it
3rd Annual Progressive Holida;
Dinner. The event was a success due
in p:irt,‘to the support of severa
arcn groups and businesses. W-
would like to publicly thank all wh-
were involved.

The staff at the Red Eyed Fro;
made our first stop one to rcmembei
especially for those who were earl-
enough to watch the beautiful sun
set, with a drink and munchies. Ou
next stop at Harrison's llnrbo
Watch Restaurant provided our din
ers with excellent fare and servicv
while they mingled and enjoyed see
ing old friends and making nei-
ones, We would like to thank thv
Trimpcr family for providing 'thvSEE NEXT PAGE
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Enjyirig Ocea City

PRICELESS

Recent weather has atlorded local residents and visitors the opportunity to enjoy what Ocean City has to otter during the w I er season. Topping the list lastweekend was the beach and Boardwalk. Above lelt, despite being dressed tor the winter chill in the alr, Nate Canada,'3, and his lather, Jefl. enjoy an ice cream
cone during a day trip from Salisbury on Sunday. Ahove right, 5-year-old James Dugan and his mom, Karla. play on the beach Sunday in the unseasoriably warrn
temperatures.
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Homeowners in the Marina Village Condominiums, :1 36—unil luxury ile-

velopmenl in Ocmiii Pines, filcd .1 lawsuit czirlicr this week against the con-
struction Ctlfllpnfl)/4 r»... i, a...,....... ii...

BY BENJAMIN L MOOK
EDITOR

OCEAN PINES - A group ofOcean Pines homeowners filed a
multi—million dollar lawsuit this
week against the builder and design-
ers they claim are to blame for more
than $2 million in water and mois-
ture damage.

After eight months, repair work
for large-scale water damage is’
winding down at the three buildings
of the Marina Village Condomin-
iums in Ocean Pines. The owners of
the 36 luxury units housed in (hicc-
story buildings located on the water-
front are looking to recoup the money
they paid out alrenily for the work.

ln a lawsuit filed in Worcester
County Circuit Court, the Marina
Village Condointniuni Assiiciation IS
seeking the $2 million in repair mon-
ey and at lr~.1st$l ll"lllll0l'l in punitive
il.iiii;ii,'e$ from the iiow—dril'unct

Pmuai o, Jonruleir Duo.

builder, Keystone Homes, and the
project's architect and consultant.
The association claims the original
builder poorly installed an insula-
tion system that trapped water
between it and the walls that caused
massive dry rot damage.

At the heart of the lawsuit is the
building material known in the in-
dustry as"‘ElFS" (Exterior lnsula-
tion and Finish System). It IS com-
monly referred to as synthetic stucco
and is sold under trade names like
Dryvit_ Bonsai and Parex.

While traditional stucco is pro-
parecl with cc-nimit, synthetic stucco
is a cement-like compound spread
|)Vl‘,l’ loam_ii)>;ulation board on the
exterior of :1 home. According to theNational Association of Home Build-
ers (N/\Hl3)_ the loam sheeting IS
glued and nailed tu structural sheet-
ing creating .in insulriting, moistureharrirr

SEE PAGE 45

gOfliCl2llS Mixed On How To UseASSessment Windfall
 

0.C. Seacrets, Inc. v. HotelPIan Italia S.p.A.
Opposition No. 91190886

Offered by Opposer
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Wearing Blinders

Hurts Us All
Editor:

l have had enough! The expressed
concerns reported in The Dispatch
over increases in property value
assessments proves what a few havesaid.

All of the new construction in and
around Ocean City makes a fantas-
tic profit for the developers and prr»
vides a modest profit for the trades.
Then profit becomes deficit. The
horde of people who flock to the area
do spend money to buy the life neces-sities.

This money goes to the shop keep-
ers and to large corporations who
have “retail outlets" located here. So
much of the money they spend does
nothing for the economy of the coun-ty.

This horde also creates an in-

lhe Dispatch/Maryland Coosl Dispatch

 
The year 2003 is .ill but I) fading

memory today, but we are still living
in the past. Therefore, here are the
top 10 local stories ofthe year as wesee it:

I. Tough Year For Locals: There
were a number of issues that stayed
in the news throughout the 5'2
weeks, but we found the dominant
news was the consistent reports of
deaths in the local area There were
more deaths of an accidental nature
in 2003 than in recent history The
tragedy started early in January
when a young boy drowned in :i
manmade lagoon and the tragedies
mounted throughout the year with
more than a handful ofpeoplc losing
their life in resort waters and on
local roadways.

2 Tyson Plant Closed: The overall
economic impact of the sale of'I‘yson
Foods in Berlin will most likely not
be felt for years to come, but there is
no mistaking the fact that more than
600 people who called the processing
plant home no longer have their
jobs. Some found employment else-
where, while others are still seekinga means to replace their salaries

3. Sifrits Learn Fate: The trials of
murder suspects Benjamin and
Erika Sifrit took place in 2003 and
the result is both will be spendingmost of their lives behind bars. The
two people responsible for the most
grisly crimes in Ocean City history
were both sentenced in separate tri-
als, but the victims' families were
not pleased with thejury's verdict in
the trial of Benjamin Sifrit, who was
found guilty of killing only one of the
victims and subsequently was sen-
tenced to 38 years in jail. His wife,
Erika, was found guilty of both mur-
ders and sentenced to life injail

4. The Weather: From .1 cool, wet
spring and summer to Hurricane
Isabel, the weather put :1 hurting on
the local tourism season, leaving
nearly all businesses reporting slow-
er than usual sales. Even when the
weather was warm inland, Ocean
City took a hit due in part to an
unusual phenomenon that left the
ocean water feeling like January
and a cloud of fog hanging over theisland during the summer.

5. Growth Battles: Local govern-
ments in Snow Hill, Ocean Pines,

 
creased demand on public sewage
treatment, trash removal, water
supply, fire and police protection and
classroom space, materials and
teachers. More services mean higher
taxes to pay for them. The burden on
our natural resources also are
stressed even more.

Enough. How about investine-nLs
in building places for people to work
to earn a decent living, more than
the local $5,$7,$8/hour S3l8flt‘S paid
throughout this area for low skill
"clerk"jobs? Why should so much of
the American economy go ovi~rse.is7
it is because of greed. Cheap labor
there makes for higher profits herr-

it is n fact that more people are
employed by .-:mall business So ifbig
business has left us behind, then it

ftiéiiiaits TO THE EDl'f(llt'

lit-rlin and Ocean City had tlirir
headaches coping with growth and
development in 2003. Both Berlin
and Ocean City flirted with :1tempu-
rary moratorium on construction,
while Worcester County and Ocean
Pines continued to deal with explo-
sive growth, The dominate growth
issue was the rezoning ofa portion of
Route 113 in northern Worcester
County. The County Commissioners
originally approved the measure but
reconsidered after a lt)t‘:ll group of
residents proved the move could
result in traffic congestion problems
and big~box developments in the
northern part. of the county.

6. Assessment Explosion: One
year after Ocean City recorded enor-
mous assessment increases, Ocean
Pines, Bishopville, Berlin and West
Ocean City property owners learned
their land value had soared to
heights never realized nor expectedbefore.

7. Shantytown No More: A luxury
residential community will take the
place of the West Ocean City land-
mark next year. The familiar shack»
like village is no more today, as
developers plan a dozen single»fami-
ly homes along the waterfront. Some
of the displaced businesses found life
elsewhere in the county, but most
closed down shop for good with no
other plans to re-open.

8 Convention Hotel Planned In
OC: if the owner of the 45th Street
Village has his way, the landscape of
Ocean City will soon be in fora huge
change. Proposed to replace the cur-
rent village is a I6-story condomini-
um hotel thnt will rival the size of
the town's convention center.

9 Black Rose Halted: The world's
largest panscxual, bondage and sad-
masochism event was planncd for
Ocean City in Novcmber_ but com-
munity uprozir and concerns over
liquor license violations led to the
host hotel, Princess Royale, and con-
vention organizers moving the event
out of Ocean City.

10. DiPino New Top Cop: Former
Ocean City Police Chief David Mass-
ey, who took over the reigns of the
Ocean Pines police force this year,
was replaced by his first choice, Ber-
nadette DiPino, this year. The coun-
cil voted 5-2 in favor of the forrnerlieutenant.

 
is up to us to create more small busi-
ness to make up the deficit

Our kids go to school, go offto col-
lege, learn wonderful things to start
their chosen profession, but can not
come home to this county to practice
their profession. The county is aging
out. It's a dead end for us all, exceptfor the condo builders.

The bottom line is that ifyou can't
find a decent J0b then you can't buy
a home and you won’t be paying
property tax to pay for the rounty
and city services, even though you
still use them But who cares, every-
rine is running around with blinders
on, too busy, too greedy, too self-
ahsurhed to rare, or too apathetic

David K. (fhnrribrrlriin

‘P 43865
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"It's really rather remarkable. We

expected I! la go up, but nobody
anticipated the increases we're sea
lng," Maryland State Department ol
Assessments Worcester CountySupervisor Robert Smith on the
property value explosion ln Ocean
Pines. Berlin, West Ocean City andBlshopville. 

“This was the only year we can
remember lralflc backed up past
both stores." Casual Designs
owner Dick Ludlam on the backups
he saw at his two stores, one on
Route 50 near Stephen Decatur
High School and the other on Route54.

.}._.._._;;.__.

"We've had some discussions
about II, but I haven‘! heard any-
thing I/om {hem recently." Delegate
Bennell Bozman on Ocean City‘:request to lleld its own 911 calls.__..____;%:__

‘‘II we Iully land Thornlon, it will
lake 3 lot of money away /tom the
counlles, Including Warcesler. I'm
going Io support lhe Idea of spread-
ing Tliolrilan out over [our years to
avoid serious cuts to the county.“State Senator Lowell Sloltzlus on
plans to! the upcoming legislativesession.

_.____._j___

“It's (he modern day scarlet letter
on a person, but there‘: no way to
measure ll against their crime."
Worcester County Sheriff’: Ollice
Detective Corporal Mike McDermott
on registering sex ofienders..j______j__

“It's been only five years, but
looking at If you'd have though! I!was 120 years old." Foreman Keith
Flowe, with Ocean View-based All
States Construction, on the damageat the Marina Village Condomini-UYTIS.
 

“So lar, it has_been pretty much
like Maryland, but /us! before I came
home, we go! a huge snowstorm
and the lernperalure dropped to 20
below.“ Former Stephen Decatur
and SSU standout basketball player
Andre Foreman on the weather InFlnland. 
 

Thanks Volunteers
Editor:

in the spirit ofthe season, I WOUll
like to take time to recognize som-
volunteers from the Ocean Pine:
Kiwanis Club and our communitj
that supported one of our special
events. Recently, the Ocean Pine:
Recreation and Parks DQ[71|l'l.fT1l'i‘
sponsored .1 breakfast with SauI..
held in the Ocean Pines Communit-llall.

Knowing how busy everyone «-
cspecially around the holidays, I
would personally like to thank I):-
fnllowing individuals for volunti-v-'
ing their time to help with this \’l‘l‘,
special event. Frnm the Ocean l‘iiu--
Kiwanis Club; Phil Lassiter, Stew
llnsen,.'\l Kzistner. ./\.l Bridgman, Hill
Briichy, and Mike Corlcss lor
pri-paring such wonderful fnml, Sill

SFE NEXT PAGE



 ~""’79-?~,v';r'w'9-.*-'-V*‘v“-""‘-'

559 AND DWNK»..—-1.. .9-uyv-n-pu-1:



mm>omm4m._._N_>_:mx..__w:Em



~<-,

 

 

 

 
 

OCEAN CITY - Over his law-
yt-r'5 protestations that he was just
a “flunky" in the crime, an Israeli
man was nonetheless convicted this
week of passing counterfeit $100
bills during a November spree at
businesses throughout the OceanCity nrca.

Guy Halperin, 30, pleaded guilty
on 'l\iesday to one count of passing
a counterfeit bill. District Court
Judge Richard R. Bloxom sentenced
Halperin to a year in jail,.fined him
$1,000 and ordered thexmore than
$4,000 in legitimate bills found in
his rented room after his arrest be
forfeited to the Ocean City Police
Department. Under the plea bar-

 

gain, Assistant St.'ite’s Attorney
Danny Miimfurd agreed not to pros-
ecute Halpcrin on the remaining 25
counterfeiting charges.

Halpcrin and Oren Sabag, also a
30-year-old Israeli national, were
arrested in November after a four-
day manhunt. They are believed to
have exchanged at least $4,618 in
phony $100 bills throughout the ar-
ea. Their preferred method was to
drive to convenience or other retail
locations and buy small items,
which they paid for with the phony

 

 
BY JENNIFER A. DAWICKISTAFF we/ren.

OCEAN CITY — The value of new
construction in Ocean City in 2003
rose almost 95 percent, totaling $113
million compared to an average of

i ‘ $58 million worth of new construc-

 

tion _each year between 1998 and2002. '

According to the Department of
Planning and Community Develop-
ment's Annual Building Activity
Report for 2003, the value of con-
struction permits in 2003 totaled
$113 million, which was up more
than 56 percent over 2002 when $72
million worth of construction per-
miLs were issued. Sixty-six more per-

The oceanfront properly between
47th and 49th streets is slated to
change hands in Septcmbcr. Above,
the pnoject that ii: proposed to take
its plnne. k..a.m.4 5, rorr n,..a.....,

 

‘Flunlw’ Gets Year In Jail
bills.

After their urn-st, police found
“\va(ls" nflogitiinnte l\IllE1{lS wrll an
dozens of packs of cigarettes and
the other knick~knacks the pair
bought. Counterfeit bills continued
to trickle in well after their arrest.

At his trial, Ilalpcrin, who relied
on a Hebrew translator, and his at-
torney, Joseph Schanno, argued he
was unaware of what was going on.
Halperin said he rented apartments
in Haifa, Israel, and was only look-
ing for real estate prospects in Am-  

rrica. l*I:ilp(-rin told Bloxom he was
not aware the currency wzis bogus

"lfl had any ltniiwlmlge I had
cmiriterfnit money in my lianrlsi, I
would have destroyed it," llalperinsaid through his triinslator.

lliilpi.-rin and Sclianno also ask-
ed for lL'Ili£,‘IIC_)' and pleaded with
Bloxnrn for no extra jail outside of
the 60 days he had already served.
The pleas did not sway Bloxom'sdecision.

“Tliere is not a shred of evidence
that you were a dupe, and wore
taken in by this," Bloxom said. ‘It
suggests to me instead that you did
it for the regulzir reason — greed."

- Benjamin L. Mock

; ,iii lllalA
mits were issued in 2003 than 2002,
representing about a 5-percent in-
crease, but the boost in value, a dif-
ference of $4] million, represents a
56-percent increase from one year to
the next. To planners, that is the
most nntablevnumber in the report.
“The biggest change is in value,"
said Planning and Community
Development Director Jesse Hous-ton.

Houston said the number of per-
mits issued, which is a combination
of new building permits, alteration
permits, mobile home and sign per-
niits, usually hovers in the same
range, and for the past five years
averaged out to 1,377 permits. So

SEE PAGE 48

BY JENNIFER A. DAWICKIsurf WRITER
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BY JENNIFER A. DAWICKIsr/arr wninsn

OCEAN CITY — A 23-story mid-
town oceanfront condominium pro
ject was revived this week after a
$50 million lawsuit was droppedyesterday morning and a deal was
struck between the local developersand a resort businessman

Developers Richard Smith and
Kimmerly Messick—Smith entered
into another contract with Dr, Leon-
ard Berger, owner of Ocean Club
Associates, to buy the property be-
tween 47th and 49tli streets where
tlw ()c(-an Club and the GatewayMolt-l arr lucatrtl

SEE PAGE 43

0.C. Seacrels, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia S.p.A.

OCEAN CITY — Councilman
Vince Gisric-l's continued ellnrts to
oust members of the very council lie-
sim on was confirmed last week
when he supported an effort to add .1
recall option to the town charter His
colleagues reacted this week to (lis
riel's persistent participation in
what some have called an atternpti>d
overthrow of the City Council

Last week's participation in .1 dc
llb6’rah0l’) of the Common Cause (Io,
alition to add the tool of a niuiiicipiil
recall to resort residents." cziclw of
tools was the icing on the cal-<i- fur
S0711!‘t‘I)UnCIlfn€l'lIlIl'l’S_ who said it is

P 43867

Opposition No. 91190886

Offered by Opposer

discouraging to work with a man
who works tirelessly against the
council '

"I JUSl. find it disheartening that
sninenne who would smile and shake
my hand and consider me a col-
league in person, behind my back
works to oust me,” said first-term
Ciiiiiicilni;in Joe Mitrecic.

More often than not, (Iisriel is the
lone dissenting vote on the council
Typically armed with loads ofspecif-
ir qIl(‘Sll(!Il‘§ about projects and poli-
cy, Cisricl said he believes his ques—
tlHt)‘~ inspirt‘ healthy government.

Willi ii bye in the next municipal
1-lvctiiin in (lctnlier, after being over
u'hr>liiiinp:ly eh-rti~d tn his fourthSEE PAGE 49
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County Officials Refuse
Yet Another Tax Cut

Editor:

This looks and sounds like a rerun
from a year ago. The local newspa-pers were filled with stories about
reassessment in Ocean City. A whop-
ping 78 percent increase. The Cou-
nty Commissioners were expecting awindfall in tax revenue but were
saying they will not cut propertytaxes. They are worried about a cut
in state funding. They got their
windfall, almost $7 million and they
did not cut property taxes. Theyspent every dime

The local newspapers are again
filled with stories about the enor-
mmis increase in assessments This
llfllt‘ it is Oct-uii Plht_':;, Wt-st Om-:ir\
City and iiurthr-rri \Vuru~stvr (Inn
rity Once :i;j.iiri ll)t‘ lI)lIIll\I'i.\ltllII‘l\
imim-ly Jurly l‘.ni:g:~» and Toni (‘vii-|:i

lho Dispolch/Maryland Cocisl Dispatch

 

Berlin Cap Mus Be Uniform
There are some town residents a

bit upset about the revelation last
week that Berlin property owners
will not be getting the same break on
their tax assessments as their couri~
terparts in other areas ofthe county.

The County Commissioners voted
last September to reduce the Home-
stead Tax Credit cap from 10 percent
to 5 percent, relieving the financial
burden on resident property owners
facing large increases "in their
assessment. The cap was estab-
lished in Maryland to help resident
homeowners deal with large assess-
ment increases by limiting the
amount ofincrease in property tax to
a maximum of 10 percent of the
assessment increase. Local jurisdic-
tions are then able to adjust the fig-ure as they see fit. Of the 24 individ
ual jurisdictions in the state, 10
have opted to lower the state-man-

dated maximum including Talbot
County where the cap is at rcrri.

When the county lowered the cap,
the individual municipalities, such
as Ocean City, Berlin, Snow lllll and
Pocomoke, had to decide whether to
lower the cap along with the county
Ocean City did just that. Berlin did
not for an unknown reason, leaving
many residents outraged at the
oversight and imploring the Berlin
Mayor and Council to make the cap
uniform with surrounding areas.

Though residents will have to pay
the extra money this year because
the deadline has passed, Berlin
should make amends and reduce it
next year. There is no reason why
not. Even with the lower percentagecap, the extra revenue in assess-
ments will go a long way in Berlin,
and the council should take the
action sooner rather than later.

The only conclusion that can be
drawn from the Ocean City Mayor
and Council's public hearing on slots
this week is resident: in the resort
are fine with the stance officials take
to Annapolis each year.

It's no secret in any corner of the
state that Ocean City's elected offi-
cials are against slot machines in
the state of Maryland, in particular
the Eastern Shore, Worcester Cou-
nty and Ocean City. Th confirm its
position meets the approval of city
residents, the Mayor and Council
opened up the floor 'I\iesday evening
to residents to express their opinions
on the slots issue, which has domi-
nated nt least the last three legisla-
'tive sessions in Annapolis.

At 'l\iesday's hearing, ii little
more than a handful ofpeople, most-
ly regulars at city meetings, ad-
dressed slots in Maryland. None of

 
(who represent most of this reassess-
ment area) are pleading caution
about state funding. Once again
there is no room for a property taxcut.

The $3.5 million generated by the
reassessment will be eaten up by
increases in health care and cost of
living raises. is something missing
here" Are we not being told the
entire story? How much revenue will
be generated for the new budget
which begins in July? Lets add it all
up First 33 5 million from the
rcassl-ssnivznt oftlie northern county
The secorirl plirise of the Of('flll Cll\‘
I'I‘.1SS(‘S'slIIl‘lll .1iwtlu~r $7 lfllllltlll
Tlirn wt‘ ru-rd ll: .Hlll Hi .lll llvr lll'\\'
(tIlI\ll|HlIl>Il C-~liiii.iti~(l In in All ‘w i-l
‘fl rn|ll|lllI In July :iviil .’HIlVll\4"Y Hlll

LETTERS To THE EDITOR

S10 5 Hearing Speaks Volumes
the speakers wanted slots in Ocean
City, some wanted them at the race-
track and others did not. It would
not be appropriate or fair to dismiss
the comments made at 'l\xcsday's
meeting, but clearly the lack of
attendance speaks louder than the
words uttered that night.

Council President Rick Meehan
said candidly after the meeting the
poor attendance was a result of most
residents agreeing with the resort's
long-held stance. Besides total apa-
thy in resort government, a concept
we refuse to accept, there is no other
reasonable conclusion.

Clearly, ifthere were robust oppo-
sition to the council’s objection to
slots statewide, there would have
been more people in attendance.
Therefore, the Mayor and Council
should be confident its message isindeed representative.

 
lion in December of 2004. All totaled
it looks like $12 million. How conve-
nient to omit about $9 million of
additional revenue. That is how
there is no room for a property taxcut.

Judy, at your next town meetingtell the residents of Ocean Pines
there is no relief for them. Worcester
County needs every cent of this newTCVCHUP.

Randy Romblud
Ocean Pines

Citizens Deserve ApologyEditor
At a I.ri- I.m,; l’(‘\Iil(‘ll[ nr ()C(‘CIl'\

City, .1 property tiwrivi, vnti~r_ t.i\
,i..i.-., in.-...i.--.~. ..w...~r Zilill ;.m~r
nun lt lllrlU£'l\l lln-. \\'lt'llI'llil I ll I\l

P 43868

QUOTABLE

QUOTES
“We need to reallze we have a

problem in this, county and we
need to address it Immediately.Frankly, it should have been
addressed 2 long llme ago.” Coni-
mlssloner James Purricll on the

need for an atlordable housingstudy. '

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

~ “Ocean Clry has a group of
elecled afliclals lhar tend lo volt
ass black. They are pra»dei/eIop-
men! and pro business, (men, very
often leaving the cllirens out of the
equallon. Some of them frankly
will say one thing and then com- -

,plete/y flip-llop the next week.”
Councilman Vince Glsrlel on his
colleagues.   
  

  
"I ]usl find It disheartening lhalsomeone who would smile and

shake my hand and consider me a
colleague In person, behind my
back works to oust me." Council-
man Joe Milrecic on Councilman
Vince Gisrlel.._.j._.._..;.._

“It angers me somewhat, no!
]usl the recall thing, but his whole
modus operandl, using scare lac-
lics and lelling hall-truths and ]usl
being against anything.” Council-
woman Nancy Moward on Glsrlel.

 
  

  

 
   

  
  

  .“0bvIousIy, there's a big prob-
lem when the system can’! handle

.even "one or (we Inches of rainfall
_.w/lhoul, flooding lhe streets and
it homes.“ Army Corps ot Engineers-Chief Planner Bob Llndner on the
flooding problems in Berlin.

 
  

  
 

 

 

"We=are changing the face of
‘Ocean ‘Elly structurally, It Is up to
,_som’eohe else.-"la say whether or

—."hol the-"people are changing."
Planii|ng‘and‘Cor‘nrminity Develop-

;merit,Dlrector_-,,Jesse Houston on
developinenl ln’Ocean City.

  
 

 
 

   

  

 

 
* Vouwere u dupe, and

V‘ this. It suggesls
' stead lhul you did It ror rm.-

f’ cgula,/._.~,"r'e'as" "- -greed." Dlstrlcloun-‘Ju'd§o'='RIchard R. Bloxom to
lnvol d,|n‘ a countertelllng

 
 

 

 
  
 
decided l must address the com-
ments made by Councilwoman
Nancy Howard in your Jan. 16 edi-
tion of your newspaper

l do believe the election process is
just what it is, we the voters go to
the polls‘to elect the candidates wr-
feel will best represent us on the
issues to ensure our health, safety
and quality of life. It is also irnpor
lant that these elected officials pos-sess on open flllnll on issues that
confront us and listen to the will of
the people. When our elected offi
cials refuse to follow this process,
there is another option known inrecall

V\'lic-n do citizens .'itt:'n(lin;; .1
council moolirig bernrm‘ a gjrmip oi
disgruntled citirvris" I! :i ritircn
llll(‘\l|nl'|."i tli(~ i"Hl.Iflll‘~ Ill llw rmirirrl
III| .iii I‘.\lll' ul llH\lI‘!l) rim‘-. ‘lit-
l|l.Il\I liirn ur ln-r :\ vli~;;'rmilli~r| rill

Sit N!’ XT PAC!
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BY SHAWN J. SOPER

STAFF wn/ran

WEST OCEAN CITY — No north-
l‘rIt Worcester County property own-
:-rs were spared when the recently
conipleted reassessments of north-
cn<l properties hit mailboxes last
week, but property owners in one
modest corner of West Ocean City
saw their assessments increase by
triple digits and at least one went up
nearly 270 percent.

With the real estate value bonan-
za showing no signs of slowing, the
properties in the three tax rlistricts
icasscssml this year, including West
0c(‘.')n City, Ocean Pines, Berlin and
other cnnimunities, had no where to
go but up. Across the board, proper-
ty values in the assessed areas in-

 

W0rk“Beg1ns,
Workers from Environmental Quality Resources, LLC excavated mud lro

Jestoration project Tuesday morning. The Mayor and City Councll a

ot complaints lrom residents in Montego Bay about a hideous odor. The $81,000 prolecl consists of making the bay ‘deeper and transporting the dredged material south to reslorewet
around the perimeter of the wetlands will prevent further erosion and
suspended and will also allow to: a cunlainment boom to be Installed.

 
 
 
   

’ty~LTiili1'<el
,VViii1_fci_l.fall:

e Takes‘

 

o":R§:diic 
creased by 76 percent since the last
assessment three years ago, but one
small West Ocean City community
along Center Drive not far from
Ocean City Elementary School, af-
fectionately known for years as Dog
Patch, saw triple-digit increases for
the most part ‘

Longtime Dog: Patch resident

County Justice System Oi1Tri2il
Judge To Testify About ’94 Rape Case

 
  rrivthe conlroverslal Northside Park Wetland .‘~

pproved the prolecl last year alter almost live years- *

lands that have deterloraled. A fiber log placed '
the deeper water will keep the od_orous eelgrass ,

 

New Building

Permilsllmn
ev TOM STAUSS 3 ISPECIAL TO THE DISP/ITCH

 
 

 

OCEAN PINES - It may appear
that new housing construction is
bustling everywhere in Worcester v. ICounty, particularly hot areas such ’
as Ocean City, Ocean Pines, West '
Ocean City and Berlin, but building
pen'nit statistics in non-municipal
areas of the county for 2003 paint a
more sobering picture.

Building permit numbers are a
more forward-looking statistic than
impressions left by driving through
growing neighborhoods. While the ‘
building of new, large condominium .
projects is changing the face of ‘_Coastal Highway in Ocean City,}ust—
released statistics from the county
Department of Development Review '
and Permitting suggest that the

SEE PAGE 56
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BY JENNIFER A. DAWICKIsnrr warren
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Martin Houston was taken aback
last week when he opened his re-as-
sessmcnt notice from the State De-
partment of Taxation and Assess-
ment and found out his property
value had increased by 159 percent
since it was last assessed in 2000.
Houston has lived in his modest
home on a lot roughly one-third ofan
acre for nearly 20 years, and while
his home and those of his neighbors
are in the middle of one of the fast-
est~growing areas of the county, the
fact his property value had increas-
ed from $56,300 in 2000 to $145,670
this year was reason for concern.

“lt just doesn't make any sense.
Most of the homes in our neighbor-
hood were built years ago and there
is nothing special about them,” heSEE PAGE 14

 -v

 

OCEAN CITY —/\n elected official
and members of the Common Cause
Coalition are ready to add a word to
the town vocabulary made famous
over the past year in neighboring
Salisbury and in California.

While Salisbury was turned up-
side down during a l0~month recall
drive that never culminated, a small "'
group of residents in the resort
would like to have the option to re-
call els-cteil municipal officials in
Ocean City.

Claiming they want more power
in the democratic process and to
elect rneriibcrs ofthe Mayor and City
Council who will listen to their con-
cerns, ll'lt‘l'l\l')(_’l'.‘i of the Common
Cause CO.ilItIOll, who hail previuiislyresiirtvil to thro,-.its tn vote tzrlect
cuiiiicil inviiibvrs out of nllice, wniilil

SEE PAGE 54 
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0.C Seacrets, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia S.p.A.
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THE DISPATCH}
The Dispatch and Resort Li]: are pub-

lished weekly oii'l-‘riday moinings 52
‘ weeks a year. The publications are‘,

owned by Maryland Coast Dispatch_
Inc. Address all mail to PO. Box 467,‘Berlin, Md. 2I8Il Deadline for adver-'
tisihg copy: Resort Lift, 3 pm. Mon-'.
day,-_T7i¢ Dispatch, 3 pm. Tuesday.Offices are located at Rte. 3~l6.,and‘
Graham Ave., Berlin, Md. Telephone:
-ll(¥64l-456]. Subscription informa-tion: 410-64!-4563. Fax No.: 410-641-
0966. E—Mail (recommended whenev-‘er possible): dspatchl@intercom.nel "

  

  
    

  
  

  
  

  
 

]. Steven Green»

/vlnnngirigll-iditor
 

  Benjamin L. Mook
Editor  

  News Department
 

 

 

 

«Shawn J; Super’ i‘, , l
’ sin//writer/spbiié Edilosjennifer A'.'Dawicki "‘

_ A Slrifj Wri'tler“‘ ‘g
*Ceorgc_I_eul<el IlI- .V ,, _._,

' Contributing Plioliigrnpher

  
  

    

  Sales D‘e'pai‘1mi'ent' ’  
 

 

 
 

'Tcrri French , >
Account Salts-Ocean City‘. it

°Carol Murray , , " 1
Account 'Sriles~Nutionrrl

°Shclby Pivec I __
Account Sales-West/North

Art Department‘ _'
-Cindy Ward

Art Director '
'~ Eric Fierro

Graphic Artist
-Rachel Shlagel

Graphic Artist

Office

¢I’at.ricia' Lohmeycr
Officc Marr‘rigcr‘

.-Marie Leekc. ~
» Bookkeeper‘Donna Lovi-

Accounts Receivable

--janellflaker . --
CIassificds* ' '

Clieck Us On! Online A!:. . ‘
www.milcoaslrlispatclucom .

  

  
 

 

   

  
  
 

 

  
    

  
  
  

Bus Service Needs

Better ManagementEditor:

Ocean City's transportation has
numerous problems. After leaving
due to medical problems, I was there
for 17-plus-years and the last four
years were terrible. I never heard so
many complaints and so many lies.
Mostly about buses being on time.
Customers waiting 40-60 minutes
for a bus, this being all sorts of
weather. Customers loosing their
jobs due to the bus not being there
when it was expected. Cabs got. the
bus customers. Customers told me
that they <lidn‘t mind so much the
price going up to $2, just as long as
they could depend on the bus beingthere on time.

N(‘\V Years Eve enough buses on
the street (9) to give a 10~minute
interval and still have the buses
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The Ocean City Mayor and

Council, in a 5-2 vote, moved a step
closer last week to allowing the
owner ofa vast parcel ofland around
45th Street bayside to replace the
dilapidated shopping center with an
enormous mixed-use project‘ After
four hours of discussions with pro-
ject architects and attorneys, the
council voted last Monday evening to
put the developers’ rezoning requestin ordinance form.

Although the project is still a long
way from breaking ground, there are
vocal members of the community
that hope it will never come to
fruition, citing issues such as the
town's water and sewer capacity, the
image of the town and the increased
traflic. During discussion of the lux-
urious 160-room hotel and 200-unit
condominium project, the council
majority seemed to favor the devel-
opment for the most part, believing
it was a major improvement over the
current site. The council, sans Coun-
cilman Vince Gisriel, was deliberate
in its intent to make sure the huge
development was as sound as possi-
ble for Ocean City, placing a series of
conditions regarding signs, bus
stops, public art and others, on the
project before it would ultimately be
granted site-plan approval.

What is concerning about the pro-
ject. to some in the community is its
sheer size and that is understand-
able. We are concerned about the
impact this project will have on
Ocean City and its future. While we
see it as an improvement on the
unattractive shopping village, the
project is unlike any private venture
planned for Ocean City in decades
and its impact on town services,
infrastructure and traffic will be far-
reaching. However, we also recog-
nize the property owner's right to
develop his land. The question can-
not be: Would I build that ifl owned
the property? It simply does not
matter. It's the Sibony family’s prop-
erty. The fact is the landowners have
accumulated an enonnous chunk of
valuable bayfront land, and they

take their break. But, oh no, the
superintendent wanted 15-minute
service, therefore buses sat and
waited 30-plus minutes for their
time to leave. Thus backing up buses
at each and. Make sense? No. This is
the management decisions the bus
ridership has had to learn to live
with. The same goes for “normal”
day routes. Right now, they have
four buses doing the work of two.
And still only getting 30min'ute ser-
vice, whereas four buses should be
able to give l5~niinute service.

Ocean City should check the num-
ber of “man hours" being spent on
this obviously depleting service and
maybe consider ii change in mlniinis
lratiun lt has been and still miild be
great SI'l'Vlt‘I‘ Managrrnerit iir-mls to

have the right. to develop it as they
see fit so long as financing can be
secured and the project abides by
existing zoning guidelines, parking
restraints, environmental regula-
tions and other code recommenda-tions. »

Ocean City is changing from a
residential town to a resort town. At
last week's meeting, Ocean City
Councilman Jim Hall’asked, “Is this
a resort community or a residential
community?" We believe the answer
is both. It's holding on as a residen-
tial community, but resort pressures
to stay competitive in convention
business and on the cutting edge are
taking over. Some would say the
resort is evolving. Others say Ocean
City as it is known is deteriorating.
Clearly, good or bad, a metamorpho-
sis is in full swing, As long as there
are viable, year-round residential
communities like Little Salisbury,
Montego Bay and Cains Woods,
there will be a residential element in
Ocean City and elected officials will
have to keep in tune with what the
residents have to say. But more and
more developers are looking past
residential units with their plans
and instead seeking out resort-style
business, such as all-season conven-
tions and partvtime luxury living.

ln the case of 45th Street, some
outspoken residents are understand-
ably against it because they see it as
overdevelopment, but there are just
as many who view it as necessary
progress and an improvement. for
Ocean City. The bottom line is it's a
property rights‘ issue and there is
little the council or naysayers can do
to keep it from happening if it fol-
lows what is allowable according to
code. Locals do not have to like it but
they may have to just find a way to
cope with it. Whether or not this
development ever comes to fruition
is not up to the council, the planningcommission or the residents. The
property owner is seeking to develop
his land, and the time will come soon
when we all have to sit back and
hope for the best.

 
change.

June C, Lewis
Berlin

100th St. Site

Best For LibraryEditor‘

As a former teacher I firmly
believe in the potential of a child's
mind, the power of reading and that
libraries are a wonderful amenity to
be enjoyed by all. Since Ocean City
I5 becoming more residential, it
seems the time is coming for a new
library Every single day I walk by
the municipal parking lot. at 100th
St , in fact three times each day. It IS
run-ly iisml On .1<l.'.|lly basis it is as
unuseil as the park and rule in

P 43871
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QUOTABLE

OTES
“The can/Illon ought to go some-

place ‘else If they are so unhappy.
Maybe they ought to start their own
town." Ocean City Councilwoman
Nancy Howard on word the Common
Cause Coalition may start a recalldrlvo.

 
 
  
 

  

 
  

 

  
 
 
 

  
 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

,‘‘II we am not rvsponslblirlo you
and responsive to your will, wndeserve to be thrown out." Ocean
City Councilman Vince Glsrlel in
lever 01 adding a recall clause to the' town charter.

"Wei light. rhem,- we havu sho.‘
them, nndgwavhavo poisoned Ihem.

. They have chased me out. A raccoon
‘i:ctuaIIy,roda_In on tho front of ii

3 gzrbagr'trur:k7oncé." Assistant to
lho,Publlc Works Director Dick Mol-
ohavonatho problem raccoons pose

- at the lransler station In Ocean Cliy.

"Thole won’! be ii tax cut. I don’!
. lhlnklha commissioners are Inclined
Jo consider that.‘I’m Incllnad to lake
a cautious and frugal ‘approach and
keep 8 close eye on what happens iv!

v lhalstaln level," Commissioner Judy
. Baggs:on 'whbl the county will do; with the millions of dollars In assass-
mant moneys . '

_ _ ’ “We gave the residents on: o! thr-
besl'giI1s‘iany set oi Commissioners
evoigavu the residents of this coun-
ty. II we hadn't done that, you'd see 5
lat cl people In a tough spot right

_now. At least the rasldenls are pro-
!ected,." Commissioner Vltgll Shock-
ley on reducing the cap that protects
residenrpropeny owners lrcirn pay-

"ing huge Increases In tax due in ris-
'lng assessments. ‘

“Adding more Impact to that river
is like soiling our own sheets. I! we

, got pllslerla or some other outbreak
In that rlvor, wa can close down

' Ocean C/ly."_ County PlanningCommission Chairman Ed Ellls In
votlngsagalnst running Pine Shore
Goll Course, clling',lhv palenllal

-Impact on the St. Marlin’: Rlvor.

, “I don't think one test shoulr’
determine whether student gradu-
ates or not.“ Stephen Decatur High
School Principal Lou Taylor on a
stale proposal to have students pass
the, statewide assessment belore

.- graduating.
 

l

W,O C.
As a voting resident in the Little

Salisbury Neighborhood, l .-mi
opposed to the new library and
art/cultural center overcoming near-
ly all of the open space at nearliv
94th Street and do favor the 100th
street location instead for several
reasons but most of all because:

There's enough going on then-
already. For example, the traffic in
season on 94th is a problem nowjiisl
from visitors getting down to all the
condo's on and off of this busy thor-
oughfare. This problem is com-
pounded whcn even more visitors
come to 94th Street Park and the art
league; people olten park right on
that very busy street

Also, the arr-u is ii':e«l by many
children and at lllT|(‘S is at capacity
Particiilarly lH?Fi'I|l$(' it borders bun)’
94th ‘-'-'Ilh the potirrilial for tr:n:(-ilx

SEE NEXT PAGE
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I JENNIFER A. DAW|CK|'STAFF WHITE}? 2

EAN CITY — Resort officials
d a long list of cumlitions on
nitial rezoning approval of the
Street Village this week; re-
g developers to consider,

other things, adding wind
cs, a cab stand and an aquari-IMAX theater.
irder to make room for what
be the tallest bayfroiit build-
the resort, the City Council

1-? Monday night to send the
ed zoning cliunge forward and
‘idruftcil into urdiiiunce form
iarathon meeting was laced
ension and heated exchanges

 
i Slrrel Village is propos-
tnrn ilown and repliicerl

luxury llQ'VI‘ll>))I1Ienl cI)ii<ist-
I60 hotel rimim, more than

iilmiiiniiiiii ' - nil retail E§pJ1(‘I‘. 
 ,.i..mi1.ii.i.i......,. 

issiieriieesloir
about the 16-story project.

According to development manag-
er Bruce Stoehr, Avi Sibony and his
four brothers, listed as the Sibony
family, Will he the developers of the
almost $60 million PYOJCCL lf the
council eventually approves the re-
quest for the Planned Overlay Dis-
trict (POD), the Sibony family would
submit site plans and work to get fi-
nancing.

The plan calls for 160 hotel rooms
and 203 condominiums, which eat
up 89 percent of the allowable densi-
ty on the seven-acre parcel. The pro-
ject includes plans for three restau-
rants, various retail shops, including
a surf shop, and a recreational pierwhere The Shark Restaurant is cur-
rently loctitetl. The entire project IS
geared to compliment the Roland E.
Powell Convention Center

The heart of Monday's meeting
was actually a public hearing, but
(lid not allow the introduction of any
new tcstiiiiony, rather was designed
to answer questioiis the council ask-
ed at the last meeting In i-zirly No-veiubci‘

The result was four houis of testi-
niuny laden with monotonous ques-
tion and further evideiice of long-
standing riffs between resort offi-
cizils and residents’ \)l}J('l:l.lUI'lS to the
clinligiiig face of liearli town

The following is .i brii-f look zit
:-Illllt‘ oi llll‘ iuiileiitioiis is::iii~< :;ur

SEE PAGE 6

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND

  

 

BY SHAWN J. SOPER
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BERLlN —- Frustrated with the
‘ ; perceived lack of action by Berlin

I - ~'of_figj:i_ls, the Henry's Green Citizens
. ~ Comniitteedired off a letter to

Congressman Wayne Gilchrest (R-l)
last week seeking help from the fed-
eral Army Corps of Engineers with
the community’s chronic flooding
problem.

Henry's Green on the west side of
Berlin has been at the heart of the
town’: ongoing flooding problem.
Unsatisfied‘ with the solutions pro-
posed by the town, including hiring a
‘surveyor to survey the failing swale
system and re-grading the swales at
the expense of the property owners,
the Henry's Green Citizens Commit-
tee is taking the issue to a higher
level, bypassing the county and statefor assistance and going straight to
the federal level.

The letter from the committee to
Gilchrest last week outlines the
problems the community has had

V'.with‘,flooding-and includes a large
number of picturesi'illii_strating the
ongoing problem. ln the letter, the
committee implores the congress-
man to intercede on its behalf, seek-
ing an investigation of the swale sys-
tem and ‘the associated flooding
problems by the Army Corps of En-
gineers.

"For over two years, the residents
of this community have had to deal
with a flooding problem that is get-

 

llllSlll8lllS lfllll lillllll lll leis

’ A’ l_’ll|CEl.ESSi

ting worse, not better," said commit-
tee chairman Torn Cardenale in the
letter to Cilclirest. "Dealing with the
town of Berlin on an individual basis
has not been successful, so in order
to have our concerns heard in a more
meaningful way, we formed a citi-
zens group.‘

Berlin officials have proposed sev-
eral solutions to the flooding includ-
ing proposed legislation to eliminate
swale systems as a method of man-
aging stormwater in future develop-
ments, a bill which has been put un
hold until further information on
swales can be collected.

Just last week, town officials con-
sidered hiring a surveyor to survey
the existing swales in communities
such as Henry's Green to determine
their grade and forcing the property
owners to pay the expense ofgrading
the swales to their proper level

Swales are favored by the county .
and state for their environmental
benefits, but the system in Henry's
Green is clearly not working, forcingresidents to seek assistance from the
Army Corps of Engineers throughGilchrest. ,

“Our residents are certainly con-
cerned about the environment, but
they are also concerned about their
property and their investments in
their homes,” said Cardenale in the
letter. “Respectfully, therefore, we
are requesting that you help us by
bringing in the Army Corps of En-
gineers to do the necessary study
and come up with a solution."

 
‘ av JENNIFER A. oAwicKi 'STAFFWRITER“

OCEAN CITY? Last year saw
the biggest decrease in ridership ‘
on the resort’: municipal bus ser-
vice siiice the city began keepingnumbers in 1991.

Numbers obtained from the
Ocean City 'IY:insportation De-
partmentlythis week indicated
ridership totals decreased in
2003 by a whopping 13 percent
with 3,076,393 riders comparedto 2002, when the town counted
3,5.'l.’l,~l23 riders.

Only the month of November
showed an increase in riders.

 

Sllllllllllllllls
Conversely, the town’; denioflush
population estimates were high-
er for the months of February,
May, July and December of 2003,
totaling l27,057 more people in
town. In May iiluiie, it was esti-
mated 91,733 more people were in
‘town than in 2002, yet 72,556
fewer people rode the bus.

Overall, buses in 2003 trans-
ported 157,030 less people than
2002, which recorded an 8-pen
cent drop from 2001. Only in the
first and second year of $1-a-day
bus service (I991-112) did the bus
carry fewer riders than last year
with 2,513,793 in I991 nnd
2,505,351 in 1992.

0.C Seacrets, Inc. v. H0telPIan Italia S.p.A.
Opposition No. 91190886

Offered by Opposer
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Luncheon A SuccessEditor: V

On behalfof the "Holiday Wrapp-
ings‘ Luncheon Committee, to bene-
fit the American Cancer Society, we
would like to take this opportunity
to thank those many business own-
ers, friends and ladies who helped
make this year's luncheon a success.

We hosted 920 ladies attending an
event on a blustery Wednesday in
December. Once inside, the warmth
of all involved was evident. The
ladies, sponsors, business owners,
entertainers and models were treat-
ed to a wonderful, heartwarming
event that raised $29,000.

Our mistress of ceremonies,
Cheryl Tanstin, and her talented
acconipanist, Nick \V:iyno, have a
way of creating just the right mood
The words of Sarah flrady brought
to light the reason we were gath-
f‘f(‘ll, :i firsthand acmiinl {front the
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Residents To Have Say On Slots
Ocean City residents \vill have

their first formal opportunity in
recent history to tell their represen-
tatives what they think about slots
and gambling in Maryland on 'l\ies-
day, Jan. 20.

We have wondered for years
whether the City Council's anti-
gambling stance was in keeping
with the people it represents. Each
year the council along with business
representatives testifies against leg-
islation seeking to expand gamblingin Maryland to include the installa-
tion of slot machines across the
state. While it's unknown how much
weight the Ocean City area really
carries in Annapolis, particularly on
this topic, it's an annual affair and
legislators have become accustomed
to hearing the city's pitch.

Nonetheless, with this week's
announcement of the hearing on the
issue, residents will finally get an

opportunity to have their say. ln
recent weeks, some council members
have frowned upon the idea of a
hearing because it could be slanted
toward the side that is more orga-
nized and motivated. That is under-
standable and may happen on Jan.20.

Regardless of whether the room is
evenly divided or lopsided, the Coun-
cil and Mayor Jim Mathias, who
originally suggested the idea, is
doing the responsible thing. in a
time when the council is constantly
lieing criticized for not listening and
caring about what citizens hiive to
say, this hearing alone is one exam-
ple that the elected ollicials are try-mg.

The council members may not
ultimately share the opinions of the
majority of the speakers in a couple
weeks, but at least the citizens will
have a chance to be heard

Local Land A Quality Investment
it was not a big deal when the

vote was made official last year, but
property owners in West Ocean City,
Ocean Pines, Berlin and northern
areas should be thankful the County
Commissioners lowered the Home-
stead Tax Credit in August from 10percent to 5.

Assessment notices were mailed
last week, and there will certainly besome sticker shock for some area
landowners. These property owners
in the northern part ofthe county on
average saw their property soar by
76 percent since the last liind assess-
ment three years ago.

Word of the increased property
assessment has met cheers and
jeers. First of all, the county coffers
will be flooded over the next three
years with millions of dollars in new
tax revenue, which could go a long
way toward helping the county
shoulder the inevitable state cuts.
Secondly, thanks to the Homestead

 
heart of a cancer survivor) of what
the American Cancer Society is and
does. The appearance from the
mayor was an added surprise

We could not have had such a
smooth running day without the pro-
fessionalism of the staff at the
Roland E. Powell Convention
Center. All the support staffare first
rate, Chef Leach and his kitchen
stall’ did a Herculean Job of S(.‘I’VlnL'_
our guests without a hitch.

The dancers from Seaside flance
Academy were terrific Thvir rnu
tines and (‘(rSl.tll'71I‘S wore pist tlw
thing to get us moving in the holiday
spirit. Once again fT.irnl Wright (llfl
an oiitstaiiiliiig Jnh iif bringing the
iiiost be-aiitifiil i lntln-5. ti) :‘.V4’I[t‘ our
llttihltlfl taste hnvlf;

Linens To THE EDITOR

Tax Credit, which the state sets at
10 percent and allows local jurisdic-
tions to adjust to their discretion,
resident property owners will find
the tax impact to be minimal, as
they will only pay 5 percent of the
increase over each of the next threeyears.

However, the bad news is thou-
sands of non-resident property own-
c-rs will have to swallow the full
brunt of the increase. Of the 20,100
properties reassessed last year, only
5,000 are resident property owners,
leaving the more than 15,000 non-
residents faced with trying to quick-
ly establish residency.

Vt/hile some will be hit harder
than others, the bottom line with the
assessment explosion is the confir-
mation that investing in local prop-erty pays a huge return on the dol-
lar, Properties not only hold their
value, they make us money In some
cases, it beats the stock market.

 
Once again may we thank the

wonderful and generous people in
our community who are always
there to support a worthy fund rais-PT.

Holiday Wmppirigs Canimillec
(Mrmb¢rr 5f(p)lnIIl( Mnhan, /am/..i1¢

Rubbing Karen Clalntf, Marcia Hirsch,
Jam. Frrnlrrmri, Nnmry i/oiimnr, Slierry
Dare, Elam: Jacobs, Callty Don-Juan, Cheryl
Tiiiulm, Marxlm Iloumrlli irnrl Pam /lurlrlryl

Donations AppreciatedEilitor

l apprecite this opportunity to
thank our rnembvrs of the Oct-.in
City llotol~l\'lnte|-Riestauriiiit Assoc
iatinn who donated so many \V\In(l|‘l’-
("nil toys at our holiday (ll71lH‘T H190‘!
mi: A", an ll\Ct‘l'ltlVt‘ tn bring a ll\‘\\'.

January ‘I, 2004

 
 "For over lwo years, (he res/~

'di;-rils‘ or this communlly have had
to dealwllh 5 [loading problem that
Is getting worse, not better.”
Henry‘: Green Committee Chali-
man Tom Cardennle In a letter to
Congressman Wayne Gllchresl
about flooding. 

"This would have been our firs!
aullef on [he Easlern Shore and
we're dlsnppo/riled if didn't go the!
way, but we'll reevaluate and go onfrom here.” Starbucks real estate
manager Heather Boleri on gelling
rejected by the County Commis-
sloncrs on a parking request. 

"Thls Is 8 pretty bad year. We are
seeing an awful lot of Ilu and v/rus-
es. We now have signs the! say il
you have a cough, we ask patients
to wear surgical masks. " AGH
Nursing Dlreclor Colleen Warringon this year‘: flu season.

“Stand slill and gel it r/ght, or
move forward and gel I! wrong. To
move forward with Ihis as proposed
puls Ihls comrni/nlly In B vulnerable
position." Worcester NAACP Pres-
ldenl Edward Lee on a proposedmerger between two lower shore
organlzollons.

“This project is basically a wash
from a Iraffic generation sland-
po/nt." The Traffic Group Presidenl
Wes Guckert on the proposed pro-lect on 45th Street and the current
shopping center on site.

 

“Outside communities have
Impact fees. An impact fee is catacl-
ly what this Is. The difference is this
is voluntary, not mandated.” Ocean
Clly Manager Dennis Dare on the
Sunset Island developer’: potential
donation to the clly to help Improve
lhe neighboring transfer station.

"We would like some parts of
Ocean Clly lo slay the way they are,
sorhirl the common, wage owners

’cun afford 10 come here. Average
wag: owners can not even begin to
come here.’_‘ Common Cause Coal!-
tlon' member John: McDermott
speaking at this’ week's councll

’meetlng about development.

unwrapped toy we had a drawing of
very nice prizes that were donated
by the following members‘

Buxy's Salty Dog Saloon, Carou-
sel Resort Hotel & Condominiums,
Castle in the Sand, Clarion Re-
sort/Horizo'n's Restaurant./Ocean
Club Restaurant, Comcast Cnrnmer
cial Sales, Comcast Ad Sales, Dough
Roller Restaurants, Fagc-r's Island
Restaurant, Fresco's Fine Dining,
(ireat Scott Broadcasting, Holiday
inn Expre55_ J Wilgus liinon Su-
pply, Nassau Mott-I, Of? l-‘aclorv
Outlets, Oasis Car VVasli, Paper Peo-
ple, Phillips Sr-adood Rr~<:taiirants_
Progress Printing and Wicker Outli-t/lslanil Rattan

The toys we rollmtriil wore a hi}:},.i .11 (hp Nun! (Thristmns DIHHPF at
St Paul's by the Son F[)lSl‘()t)3l
(‘hiirrli This prop-xt is :i mnirniiriity
rffurt di'Slfffit’il to fwd the hungry as
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ciunli Named least Aflorlahle in But In State
BY SHAWN J. SOPER

smrr wmrsn

SNOW HILL — Worcester County
has witnessed an unprecedented
growth spurt in the last decade or so
as aging baby boomers and emptynesters fulfill their dreams of own-
ing 1 second home irrtlio resort
areas. but for many would-be first-
time homebuyers, the dream re-mains unfulfilled.

Soaring property values all over
Maryland and especially in Worces-
ter are outpacing income gains {or
many lunch pail—carryi'ng workers in
the county, forcing them to buy their
starter homes elsewhere, or remain
mired in the cycle of high-rent pay-
ments, which are alien t.he equiva-
lent. ufa mortgage payment on ii de-cent. house.

The long-awaited affordable hous-
ing study for Worcester comrnis~
sioned by the county nearly two
years ago wns scheduled to be pre-

‘ Aé allicvc-«lid ciailiered In Eoiiricviri Ocean tiny

sented to the County Commissmiiers
this week, but the presentation was
delayed when the project‘: director
had health issues. However, there is
no shortage of information CIV.1Il.'ll)lE
about the plight of first-time home-
buyers throlighout Maryland includ-
ing Worcester

Blueprint Maryland, ia brrnonthly
publication produced by the state’:
Department of Housing and Com-
munity Developnient (DHCDL re-
ports in its October~November 2004
edition Worcester County IS the
least affordable jurisdiction in Mary-
land based on an accepted housingallbrdability indicator Called the
First~'Hrne Buyer Aflordnbility In-
dex, the indicator is a ratio of the
Maryland first-time buyer's median
household income to the qualifying
income needed to buy the medianstarter home at current market lev-
els.

The index is basically a relation-
ship between the median cost of 2

SEE_ PAGE 29A

on t.len.ay to in
Eran-9-A-wnive Guest House be relocated ass rm to t!'e‘wes1_ rr-.=tame-ted to make my lot a new75»unii.mu:d-us-2 project to’ bee.-imple§'summerolZCC6.'-‘an atown he nousa. whichmiserfgihaiiy consmicxedln V397.

.vnc ‘.ll':._Th0bulld q'slur.irc~ fined D1.
,‘-{Ocean C y and .c Ocean city Ocvelcpmrn Corporation. Azriv.
“Expo.-n Hausa ma-/cis' at 5
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Burgeoning property values throughout Worcester County have made it rsimcuu
to: average Income earners to buy homes In Itie area. At:ove,'consIructian crews
continue to work at Berlin’; new Decatur FamI,communiry_ z 123-unit residentialprom: with new home prices su-sing around :2e:i,ooo. Ikolob; 5.9.»... ~..i

IsliramilalliningHurlinysoc? 
BY LAURA HALLEMANS7AFF WRITER

OCEAN CITY — Right on cue, the
town‘: shoulder season is hnnging
with it the demise of several long-
standing structures to be replaced
with an inordinate amount of high-dollar condominiums.

The majority of these new multi-
family structures will grace the re-
sort town's skyline before next suin-mar. But with the rise of these con-
dominium project; comes the (all of
several commercial properties and
have let! some questioning whether
pyramidal zoning should remain an
option to property ownels and devel-
opers, alike.

"l have talked to the Mayor and
Council about nomconformily in
parking and pyramidal toning for 20
years and have gotten nowhere and
l don't know why,” said Plannuig
and Zoning Commission Chairman

CeolT Robbins.
Pyramidal zoning aJlows for uses

of lesser intensity to be permitted in
1.on.i.ng districts of a hjgherlevel in-
tensity. For example, commercial
lots can be redeveloped residential,but not vice versa.

With the price of land sliyrocl<ct~
mg, Zoning Administrator Blaine
Smith said it only makes sense that
commercial property is being sold orrebuilt to accommodate residentialuse.

‘It's supply and demand, and the
demand for residential has gotten so
high that people are paying high dol-
lar for it," sad Smith. "Presenlly,commercial has flattened out. This |S
not just a local thing, it's going on
everywhere "

Over the years, Lown planners
have said that pyramidal loning
does not foster neighborhood com-
mercial growth Instead of develop-
ing areas of amenities where resi-SEE PAGE 12A

Deciatur Hosts Region Fir-1211 Toniglil
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The Dispatch and Resort Lift: are pub»
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BYSHAWN J. SOPER

surr wmrse

OCEAN CITY — It isn't often
when Ocean City can be included on
any list with the likes of Boston or
New York, but the resort will jflln
those IIIBJOI’ metropolitan areas this
spring when it hosts the first—ever
Ocean City Marathon.

While it will likely take some time
for the inaugural event to rival the
prestige and popularity of the
famous races in those cities, the
Royal Plus Ocean City Marathon
will be a fully accredited and certi-
fied qualifying event for the Boston
Marathon and will likely attract the
interest of distance runners from upand down the East Coast and be-
yond. With its 2&rni|e-plus course
laid out along idyllic country lanes
starting in West Ocean City and
winding through much of northeast-
4-rn Worcester County including pic-
turesque Assateague Island, the
Ocean City Marathon will likelybecome a favorite event for the road-
racing populace.

The starting gun will sound early
in the morning on April 16, 2005 as
hundreds of participants from all
over the region take to the course.
The race will begin and end atSunset Marina in the commercial
harbor in West Ocean City and the
course will take the runners through
West Ocean City to Assateague and

back vizi ilzit, country roads.
The event is being produced by

Extreme Dreams Events, which has
produced several similar events in
the area including the Viewlrail l00
and the Healthy U of Delmarva 5K
among others, and proceeds from the
marathon Wlll benefit the Court-
Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)
program of the Lower Eastern Shore
and other charities. The idea was
borne out of the mutual desire of
both Extreme Dreams and CASA.

Extreme Dreams has been pursu-ing a major marathon for the resort
area for several years, and the CASA
program has been looking to develop
a major fundraising event for Just
about as long. Carolyn Cordial is the
director of the Lower Shore CASA
program and her Bishopville neigh-bor Chris Klcbe has been instrumen-
tal in Extreme Dreams Events ef-
forts to bring a marathon to the re-sort area.

When the two neighbors got to-gether to discuss their mutual
needs, the concept of the Ocean CityMarathon was born.

“That's the way it all came about,‘
said Cordial‘ ‘We are always looking
at ways to increase our fundraising
efforts and this is the perfect match
for us. A lot of our volunteers partic-
ipate in road races around the region
to raise funds for the program, and
this is the perfect way to hnng a
prestigious race right to our back

SEE PAGE 21A

Police Brass Gets
Nod ln OC Lawsuit

SEE PAGE «(A

Doctor Premiums

Renew State Debate
SEE PAGE 15A

City Moves Ahead
With Zoning ChangesSEE PAGE -BA

Dec:itur’s Dream

Season Wrapped UpSEE PAGE 32A 
' Should Town Skate
Park Be. Expanded?

see, <;E.1oA

Resort Cliristinzis
Parade On Saturday

see PAGE is
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BY LAURA HALLEMANSIAFF warren 

OCEAN CITY — If you were the
tourism committee ofa resort giventhe chance to reach 13 million view-
ers in 100 countries via television at
a cost of $25,000, would you take it?
The Ocean City Tourism Committee
answered that question with a re-
sounding ‘yes’ this week.

Paula M. Shugart, president of
the Miss Universe Organization,
announced in October that Mary-
land would host the 54th Annual
Miss USA pageant live from the Hip»podrome Theatre in Baltimore in
April. The Miss Universe Organiza-
tion is a Donald J. Trump and NBC
partnership.

Seen as an opportunity to high-
light various destinations in Mary-
land, the state and the city havepartnered to contract nine minutes
of airtime during the Miss USA pag-cant.

"Ocean City is a very recognizable
location in the state," said David
Bahlman, deputy director of the
state’: Department of Business and
Economic Development. “There are
a million public relations opportuni-ties here.‘

Although Bahlman could not
specify exactly how much of the nine
minutes would showcase Ocean
City, the town's tourism committee
unanimously agreed to forward the

"

SS llil was 9093!] fllll
 

$25,000 request to the council for
consideration at its Monday nightmeeting. Bahlinan said that other
sites in the state were still beingscouted but told tourism committee
members this week that, "Its very
important that anybody that puts up
the money gets equal representa-tion.'

Bahlman added that a 3Qsecond
commercial on NBC in prime time
costs $250,000.

‘The $25,000 is roughly 10 per-
cent of that cost,‘ he said.

If approved by the council, the
next step in setting the stage for na-
tional exposure of the resort would
be for producers of the pageant toarrive and assess various venues
that would best promote Ocean City.

“They've been pounding at i-not
since November to come down heréil
and begin shooting footage but we
need a monetary commitment From
the city before moving forward,‘ saidBahlman.

One example ofa venue Bahlman
gave was contestants being filmed
on the Boardwalk in their swim-
suits. Six to 10 contestants would
come to Ocean City at the end of
March for filzning and the producers
will spend 8 day or two filming thecontestants.

“Whatever states the women
come from, we will try and get the lo-
cal media from those states to come
here as well, which would mean

SEE PAGE YEA

lementary

’-“Blue-iR‘lil5f

' ieacher Iohi M_cA|eer celebiale after the school won a state‘-iblue ribbon yesterday, morning.
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EDITORIAL

I Cameras Could Help In Berlin

5 it seems to a couple
times a year, an open discussion
:il)rvul. the criminal activity in east
llerlin took place at last week’:
llorlin Mayor and Council meeting.
It's an old subject with typical com-
plaints from the council and nearby
residents and the customary re-
:-ponses from the police department.

In regard to the rampant drug
dealing on the east side of to\vn, the
attitude of Mayor and Council mem-
lwrs for years has seemed to be
along the lines of something — any-
thing — must be done. However, the
problem, according to the town‘;
police department, starts and ends
with limited manpower, leaving
police with no choice but to be reac-
tive rather than.pro-active. “We go
where the people call. That's what
happens when you work with a stafl'
that’: less than optimal. That's not
an excuse, that's just the reality. I
need more people," Chief ArnoldDowning said.

Long-tixne members of the coun-
oil, such as Councilman Elroy Britt-
ingham, have heard this before. It's
a quandary the town has been un-.
able to solve. It simply does not have
the‘ fund: to hire additionaliolfioen '
to patrol the area and enforce laws.That does not mean the town should
simply allow the status quo. Britt-
ingham should not have to continue
In witness illegal activity first-hand
in his neighborhood. "I witnessed
this first hand and got so disgusted I
wanted to go out there and do some-
thing myself before I thought better
of iti The police arrive and they dis-
perse, but 15 minutes later they're
right back out there again,” Britting-li am said.

It’s a sad state of affairs, but at
last week‘: meeting there appéaredto be some worthwhile discussion
after constitutional issues arose
about a police proposal to ask land-
lords to list problem people in the
neighborhood. The idea ofinstalling
electronic surveillance systems in
known trouble spots could be what
the town needs'to get a handle on
the problem.

How to obtain high-quality cam-
eras will boil down to money issues,
but there are any number of ways to
procure the funds, including state
and federal grants. Downing said
last week the town is currently
working through a state grant to set
up three cameras at an area bus
stop, convenience store and the
entire corridor. While there may be
practical issues the town will need to
address, we see this system as a step
in the righrdirection. With these
cameras, the police department
could use the images they produce to
gather information about suspectsand could even lead to arrests. The
department could use the media to
get out the images to the’ public. We,
for one, would be happy to help out
with publishing these images, which
could lead to citizens making tips to
police. .

If being re-active is the only waythe police can tackle crinie- In the
"area, then caii-ieranwouldrbe an

ideal way to go. Currently, police are
forced to rely on citizen comments
and then respond to the area. That is
no way to tackle a problem that has
been ongoing for decades. Setting up
state»of-the-art surveillance cam»
era: will hopefully steer police away
from solely relying on citizens to be
the eyes and can of the community
and moving in the direction of pro-active enforcement.
 

QUOTABLE QUOTES
‘1'hey’u¢ bun pounding at nu since

November to come down line and begin
./mixing /oofoge bul we need a manmuy
0-vnmllmlnl [mm in. my before moving
lurward ' Maryland Departrnent of Busi-
ntsa and Bmuomjc Development DeputyDirector David Dalilrnan on Miss USA
producers wanting to shoot scena in
Ocean City.

‘You'd be xurpriszd at [he number of
senior CIIIZCILS who only gt! hat/ofa pie»
scnpnon filled beruurr they on trying (0
hulancr paying for heat, run! and other
bills, ' Helena Brown, prayed. director for
sum up: Home Energy Programs, on
some elderly residenLs' <trugg|e to pay[hi-ir hills

‘II’; n rrul (IISIS uruf mu /ht filth’! leg-
islators tow crmung, hul the Ieniflrrlllp I5
Imumg trmls and prci-eflllrlg any rrnl

iI.i1..m ' I)r Ihoiims Elerli, zi lllf‘fVll)(‘I of
we (.<»vrrn0r's i.n.k Iurre on m.».bc.il

malpractice insurance reform, on thecurrent state of nflairs.

‘I have hope: we could med in sptriaf
union as soon in rial week.’ Delegate
Bennett Dozrnnn on the need for Lhe leg—
islature to tackle medical malpractice
insurance n-Iona u soon as possible.

‘I absolutely think it is important to
(rpnnd Hie park becuusr it give: kids
something to do now and will giue mm.
more to do in the future’ Ocean City
Councilman Joe Hall on his support (or
expanding skating opportunities inlawn

‘W: Jul have a polflilial rourrr laid
our, but there wrrr jusl loo rnriny prob
Ienu with rrnflir xlnppages, rnngeuion
and many nthrr factor: ' Extreme
Drearn Events psulner Mark Shaw (HI ..
proposed marathon route lliough Omm
City
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Thanks To SenatorsEditor:
Thanks to our two United States

Senators Sarbanes and Mikulski for
their assistance in obtaining
$500,000 for beach replenishment in
the Omnibus Appropriations Bill.

The appropriations bill did not
include the funds when the bill was
sent to Congress from the White
House. Then the hill emerged firom
the House of Representatives with-out the funds.

Prompt action from our senators
was instrumental in our area getting
these rnuI:h—needed funds to replen-ish our bench.

Carol Krirnm
Ocean City

Chief Comments
Absurd
Editor‘.

One more ludicrous idea came; ‘
from the mouth of Police Chief Bem-
adette DiPino.

' If women want to be police olTi-
cers, everyone knows their physical
makeup is different except there
should not be dilferent testing re
quirements for female oflicers. In an
emergency situation, females have
to respond to the situation the sameas men.

My daughter was an Ocean City
police oflicer. When she attended the
police academy, she graduated with
the highest grade point average, I
believe ever achieved and again, if
my memory serves correctly, she
was the only female in the class. Did
she go through the same training asthe men? You better believe she did
and could also take care of herself
the same as the men.

Slaclung off on the testing re-
quirements will certainly be a deb-i—
merit to the Ocean City Police force.
If they want to do a man’: job, then
they need to go through the same
testing requirements as the men,
ntherwise let them Like an oflice job.Dianne Colestock

Harrisburg, PA
Ocean Cily

Rent Is. Out Of
ControlEditor.

.lii.".t n-rcnzly I w;..- (old I hail tn
niuie l'n3c.iii-.9 the liuilrling I llvf‘ ||'|

has been sold. It was being sold to he
torn down. I would imagine they
were going to put high~rise condos in
their place. Well, of course, I had to
go apartment hunting which almost
brought me to suicide. I proceeded to
get two free papers they have in this
town and went in the rental section.
Well, to my surprise, they have win-
ter rentals, summer renlaln and all
year rentals.

I live three stories up now, so I
think I am going to get a yearround
place because this move will be the
lost for ii while. I found this apart-
merit not too far from where I pre—
sently live, so I went to look at it. It
was nice and I had my heart set onit. I was afraid someone else would
get it so I put $850 down to hold it. I
would also need. another $850 for
first month's rent rind $850 for a

' SEE NEXT PAGE
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Marailiincominulolrea

BY SHAWN J. SOPER
STAFF WRITER

OCEAN CITY ~ It isn't often
when Ocean City can be included on
any list with the likes of Boston or
New York, but the resort will join
those major metropolitan areas this
spring when it hosts the first-ever
Ocean City Marathon.

While it will likely take some time
for the inaugural event to rival‘ the
prestige. and popularity of the
famous races in those cities, the
Royal Plus Ocean City Marathon
will be a fully accredited and certi-
fied qualifying event for the Boston
Marathon and will likely attract the
interest of distance runners from upand down the East Coast and be-
yond. With its 26-mile-plus course
laid out along idyllic country lanes
starting in West Ocean City and
winding through much of northeast-
ern Worcester County including pic-
turesque Assateague Island, the
Ocean City Marathon will likelybecome a favorite event for the road-
racing populace.

The starting gun will sound early
in the morning on April 16,2005 as
hundreds of participants from all
over the region take to the course.
The race will begin and end at
Sunset Marina in the commercial
harbor in West Ocean City and the
course will take the runners through
West Ocean City to Assateague and

Police Brass Gets

Nod In OC Lawsuit -SEE PAGE 4A

back via flat, country roads.
The event 13 being produced by

Extreme Dreams Events, which has
produced several similar events in
the area including the Viewtrnil 100
and the Healthy U of Delmarva 5K
among others, and proceeds from Lhe
marathon will benefit the Court-
Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)
program ofthe Lower Eastern Shore
and other charities. The idea was
borne out of the mutual desire of
both Extreme Dreams and CASA.

Extreme Dreams has been pursu-
ing a major marathon for the resort
area for several years, and the CASA
program has been looking to develop
a major fundruising event for just
about as long. Carolyn Cordial is the
director of the Lower Shore CASA
program and her Bishopville neigh-bor Chris lqebe has been instrumen-
tal in Extreme Dreams Events ef-
forts to bring a marathon to the re-sort area.

When the two neighbors grit to-
gether to discuss their mutual
needs, the concept of the Ocean CityMarathon was born.

"That's the way it all came nbout,"
said Cordial. "We are always looking
at ways to increase our fundrmsing
eflbrts and this is the perfect match
for us. A lot ofour volunteers partic-
ipate in road races around the region
to raise funds for the program, and
this is the perfect way to bring a
prestigious race right to our back

SEE PAGE 21A

Doctor Premiums

Renew State Debate
SEE PAGE 15A

City Moves Ahead ,
With Zoning Changes

SEE PAGE aAi_

Decatur’s Dream

Season Wrapped UpSEE PAGE 32A

5 iShould_,.ffoivn Skate
Park. B,eAE,Xpjaiidcd?.i‘

_ Resort Christnias,
_P:.i‘rade _On Saturday 

0.C. Seacrets, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia Sp.A.

"WE HAVE MET THE ENEMY, AND HE IS U$." POGO.

Miss |JSllll8
BY LAURA HALLEMAN

smrr WRITER

OCEAN CITY » If you were the
tourism committee ofa resort giventhe chance to reach 13 million view-
ers in 100 countries via television at
a cost of $25,000, would you take it?
The Ocean City Tourism Committee
answered that question with a re-
sounding ‘yes' this week.

Paula M. Shugart, president of
the Miss Universe Organization,
announced in October that Mary-land would host the 54th Annual
Miss USA pageant live from the Hip-
podrome Theatre in Baltimore in
April. The Miss Universe 0rganizo~
tion is a Donald J. Trump and NBC
partnership.

Seen as an opportunity to high-
light various destinations in Mary-
land, the state and Lhe city have
partnered to contract nine minutes
of airtime during the Miss USA pag-eant.

“Ocean City is a very recognizable
location in the state," said David
Bahlrrian, deputy director of the
state's Department of Business and
Economic Development. “There are
a million public relations opportuni-ties here."

Although Bzlhlcnan could not
specify exactly how much of the nine
minutes would showcase Ocean
City, the town's tourism committee
unanimously agreed to forward the

Showell El

 

S flllflall flllll
$25,000 request to the council for
consideration at its Monday night
meeting. Bahlman said that other
sites in the state were still being
scouted but told tourism committee
members this week that, "It's very
important that anybody that pub: up
the money gets equal representa-tion.'

Bahlman added that a 30-second
commercial on NBC in prime time
costs $250,000.

“The $25,000 is roughly 10 per-
cent of that cost," he said.

If approved by the council, the
next step in setting the stzige for na-
tional exposure of the resort would
be for producers of the pageant to
arrive and assess various V‘E:l1L|('S
that would best promote Ocean City.

“They've been pounding at mesince November to come down here
and begin shooting footage but we
need a monetary commitment from
the city before moving forward," saidBahlman.

One example ofa venue Bahh-o;in
gave was contestants being filmed
on the Boardwalk in their swim-
suits. Six to 10 contestants would
come to Ocean City at the end of
March for filming and the producers
will spend a day or two filming thecontestants. ‘

“Whatever states the women
come from, we will try and get the lo-
cal media from tbose states to come
here as well, which would mean

SEE PAGE 18A
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Winter Brings Tough Choices
FerS0me Elderly Residents
OCEAN CITY - It's no secret

Worcester County's senior citizen
population is growing by leaps andbounds. What may come as a sur-
prise, however, is the fact that many
of these senior citizens are faced
with making some tough choices due
to limited income and with the win-
ter months upon us, those decisions
can become dangerous with elderly
residents having to choose between
heating their home or seeking med-ical care.

The 2000 Census shows that in ,
Worcester County, alone, 33 percent
of the population is age 55 or older
and that number continues to swell.

With the assistance of agencies
such as Shore Up, Inc. and MAC,
lnc., elderly citizens do not have to
face tough times alone.

Shore Up Inc., a nonprofit com-
munity service agency based out of
Salisbury,. makes every effort to
reach thosein need of assistance
with theirshome heating bills.

Serving Somerset, W"icom.ico and
Worcester counties, Shore Up Inc.
assists all aspects of the pnpulatiom
with 50 percent of its client base
comprised of senior citizens. _

“They are the ones who have less
opportunity to work part-time or
supplement their income,” said
Helena Brown,‘ project director for
Shore Up's Home Energy Programs.

VVhen it comes to energy assis-
tance, Shore Up’: primary objective
is simple — to ensure that the low-
income segment of the population
stay warm during the wintermonths.

Two programs the agency spon-
sors with the aid of federal funding
are the Maryland Energy Assistance
Program (MEAP) and the Weather.-ization Program.

"You‘d be surprised at the number
of senior citizens who only get half of
a presaiption filled because they are
trying to balance paying for heat,rent and other bills,” said Brown.
"Our program can help free some 5: :
that money up for them.‘

Through MEAP, payments are
made to utility companies on the
customer's behalf, but certain eligi-
bility requirements must be met to
receive assistance. Applicants must
meet income eligibility require-
ments.

A person may be automatically
eligible if he or she is elderly or dis-
abled and lives on alimitecl income,
he or she receives Public Assistance,
he or she receives Supplemental Se-
curity Income (SSI), Food Stamps,
(ertain veterans or Social Security
(Usability benefits or is a homeowneror a renter.

‘Brown said it IS surprising how
many serunr citizens think that they
are not eligible or are not in need of(l.~’Sl!u'lIL|'lC?.

Falling it the "pride factor," she
said many senior citizens would say
they didn't apply because they feltthat .»omeune else might need the

help more than they do.
"Our stafl always hears from sen-

iar citizens to give it to someone
younger who needs it more when in
actuality they also need assistance,"
said Brown. “Also, a lot of timesfolks who live in, for example, Ocean
City, don't think they qualify when
they really do.” _

That is where the public and
other agenciu come into play, refer-
ring elderlycitizens who are in need
of energy assistance. Brown said,
although her agency tries to speakat various senior centers and organ-
izations, she must get the word out
so that not one person falls throughthe cracks.

"We can't be everywhere, so we re-
ly on support from the community,"she said.

Shore Up, Inc. ofien receives calls
from apartment managers or neigh-
bors. who might be concerned about
an elderly tenant and will follow upon the case.

Brown credits MAC, Inc, a pri-
vate, non-profit organization and
member of the United Way, with
assisting in reaching the elderly
population, as well.

"They've been a godsend. Their
otafl and volunteers go into homes
and if they see a bad situation’ they
willcall us and refer that person or
family to us." said Brown. .

From July oi'2003 to May of 2004,
Brown said. Shore Up Inc. assisted
5,400, people. This year,‘ the agency
has set its goal at 6,000 but couldexceed that.

With appointments for energy
assistance requests set up through
January, Brown said she has started
accepting wa1k~ins and will also take
applications over the phone.

Shore Up Inc. ‘also provides a
Weatherization Program that pro-
vides home weatherization services
that include weather stripping,
caulking and plastic window cover-
ing to help make a ‘home more fuel-efiicient for those in need.

There is only one crew comprised
of two installers and one auditor
that covers the three counties, how-
ever, and Brown said the program
has been cut every year for the past
10 years, although it is desperatelyneeded.

“It is needed a lot. Elderly citizens
ntten don't have the means either
physically or financially to keep
their homes in good shape,” she said.

Last year, Shore Up, Inc. providedweatherization services to 53 homes
and this year they hope to receive
enough funding to achieve that total
again.

For anyone who is in need of ener~
gy assistance or knows of someonewho is in need of assistance, contact
the Worcester County oflice of Shore
Up Inc. at 410-632-3624 or stop byIL: ofiice located at the Head Start
Center in Snow Hill yust ofi‘ of War-
cester Highway. — Laurn Hall:-man
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Spectacular Selection Of Diamonds
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Watches By Citizen, Seiko,
ESQ And Tommy Bahama

(Up To 30% Off)
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Ocean City Factory Outlet:
Rte. so (Next To Gap) _ , . -

At The’ Park Place Hotel
FREE GIFT WRAPPING 
dean

THURSDAYS: Date Night
(55 off entrees plus 112 price bottles of wine)

FRIDAYS": Free Wine!
(Free bottle of house wine wlpurchase of 4 entrees.

1/2-price bottle of house wine wlpurchasc of 2 entrees).
SATURDAYS:

Double Frequent Feeder Dollars!
SUNDAYS: I/2-Price Entrees(ZIJ3 of! crab 5: Certified Angus Beef)

EVERY DAY: $5 afi entrees until S-p.m.
Happy Hour 3 p.m.-6 p.m.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

   
OPEN Thursday-Sunday at 3 pm.

46th Street On The Bay (Behind Sitnsnliarrs) - 41o723.1221"www.ocshark.com
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 - ouncilM0ves Ahead WilhiPri0p0sedicBiayi 
OCEAN CITY — Although mem-

bers of the City Council were clearly
bothered by the omission of any den-
sity reduction, they unanimously
approved amending the zoning code '
to allow for recommendations by the
town's Planning and Zoning
Commission for alternative, optional
development regulations for baysideproperty. ,

The Planning and Zoning Com-
mission held a public hearing on the
issue in October with the majority of
people in attendance in favor of the
proposed regulations.

Planning and Development Di-
rector Jesse Houston told the Mayor
and Council at ’l\ieada}/s work ses-
sion the objective for the new regula-
tions wzcs to provide developers with
an optional way to develop on the
bayside and listed four specific fac-
tors, with the First, “reduce density
on the baysicle per the comprehen-
sive plan" conspicuously crossed out.

The remaining three factors in-
cluded increasing the amount of
open land on a project, enable
greater design flexibility and allow-
ing the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission more authority in terms of
building designer Houston stressed
the bayaide alternatives were just
that — options a developer couldchoose to use. . .

The proposed development stan-
dards would only apply to LC-1, SC-1 and BM-1 districts west of Coastal
Highway. and Philadelphia Avenueand to parcels of land not less than

FOOTBALL

MANIA
SUNDAY
$1.00 Drafts

$2.50 Wlngs
$1.50 1/4-lb.

Hot DogsSUNDAY ONLV
1 P.M.-6 P.M_

 

 

Book Your HolidayParties Now!
Make Your New Year's

Reservations Now! 

~--~- ~~ 2 ‘Tho olspaich/Maryland coastblspaich- v-

24,000‘ square feet
"This is roughly four to five stan-

dard baysida lots on a plotted block.”
said Houston. ,

Other development standards in-
cluded an increased amount of open
space, increased setbacks from prop-
erty lines for buildings over five stu-
ries, shadow limited to that ofa five-
story building and design review of a‘
project by the Planning and Zoning
Commission to ensure compatibility
with and protection of surrounding

Number one [density] was not in-cluded because the commissioners
wanted to encourage developers to
use Lhis proposal," said Houston.

Councilman Jay Hancock said he
was disappointed that the issue of
density was not addressed.

“I think tlinlfs [density] what so
many people have been complaining
about,‘ said Hancock. “If we ignore
that, then we're really not increas-
ing the environmental improvement
of these things."

properties. ' ‘ _ .Houston said increased building
height would also be permitted but
must be proportionate with de-

creased building coverage. For ex-
ample, a structure that covers 50
percent ofa parcel would be allowed
to build to eight stories and a struc-
ture that ccvera 70 percent ofa par-
cel would be allowed to build up to
six stories. Houston explained that
the percentage coverage only in-
cludes the uplands portion ofa por-
cel and excludes wetlands. ‘

With no reduction in density to be
found in the recommendations,
Council President Rick Meehan
questioned its absence in the" Plan-

,ning and. Zoning Commission's pro-
posnl.

HAPPY
HOUR DAIL)’
3 P.M.—6 PM.

M50 l/LLB.
JUMBO Sl-RJMP

1-4.50 DOL CLAMS
0-L50 WINGS

$1.50 HOT DOCS
I-1 l2—OZ. DRAWS
I-L15 DOMESUC

L WELL

CASUAL DINING IN A
REL/-\XED ATMOSPHERE

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WINTER MENU.’

— . -. OP_ENDAlU?AT2P.M.zam smearmm as mo-259-3100 '

“I think that‘s [density] what so many people have been
complaining about If we ignore that. then we're really not

increaslng the environmental improvement of these things."COUNCILMAN JAV HANCOCK '

 

 

 Hancock was also concerned with
the issue of shadow limits and said
that. with the town's growing year-
round population, this issue should
be better regulated. He cited an
example ofa building at 14th Street.

“The shadow from that building
crosses onto another property ataround 9 Lin. and is there for the
rest of the day I would be really
disappointed ifl were going to be liv-
ing in the shadow of someone's new
high-rise that was built alter my
property,” said Hancock.Councilman Joe Hall also ex-
pressed concern over density not be-
ing addressed in the recommenda-tions.

"Thatspecific issue that we want-
ed planning and zoning to bring for-

ideiRegiul2itionsi
~ 'Doc‘ornber 3, 2004

ward is now on the backburner and
coinciding with the comprehensive
plan,’ said Hall. “My personal opin-ion is that I believe the issue needs
to be addressed sooner rather than
later."

Houston told the Mayor and
Council that density was a main fac-
tor to be addressed through the com-
prehensive plan.

“We're trying to get something
down here to encourage better devel-
opment on the bayside this is that
something." he said.

Council member Nancy Howard
said she believed the definition of
“density” is misunderstood by people
in the community. '‘I think people
are still confusing density in the zon-
ing code with people that are out on
the streets," she said.

Councilman Joe Mitrccic com
mended the Planning and ZoningCommission for their efforts.

“I think Planning and Zoning has
done the best they can do with it and
it's up to us now," he said.

With that, Mitrecic mode the
motion to allow the town solicitor to
drafl. the regulations into ordinance
form with the understanding that
density would still be diicussed in
relation with the comprehensive
plan. '

After’ town solicitor Guy Ayrcs
drafts the ordinance, it will be
brought before the Mayor and Coun-
cil fpr first reading and any further
discussion From the public.— Laura Halleman

Hot Lunch

Specials $4.99

Monday-Friday
MONDAY: Hut Roasl
Beef With Mashed Ar Veg.
TUESDAY: Meal Loaf
With Mashed 81 Veg.
WEDN ESUAY: Pork
Chops With Mashed L: Veg.
THURSDAY: Hot Turkey
With Mashed 5!‘ Veg.
FRIDAY: Fried Chicken
Wilh Mashed 6: Cole Slaw

' 50% Q/p‘ #%’5'ano&w2:Ael
BY THE
POUND

,SUNDAY, TUESDAY 5. THURSDAY wrm PURCHASE J5-W'5” AND
, OF A FOUNTAINDRINKEAT IN on cmavour - NOT vnuo WITH mv omen OFFER

ITALIAN
D E Ll M EATS

Simo/031 25% W
All Deli Meats, Cheeses 8: Salads

isunoavs ONLY)

NOW
OFFERING

BEER &
WINE

WE COOK OUR OWN SAVAL BRANDS OF
ORDER

VOUR PARTY
TRAVS NOW

Roast Beef - Beef Brisket
Corned Beef ° Pastrami

' ' Open Fri.-Sat.'11 a.m.-9 p._m., Sun'.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. ‘. . /,
: ‘:4 EAT-IN AND CARRY-OUT,’ 410-289-4440 ‘- ’ '
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 20:04 eelf Shooter
We yvould like to thank the following persons and businesses

  
  

for their support of our 2004 Golf Shootout. Their /girls, contributions
and participation‘ helped make our event an absolute success.

ABBA Bail Bonds Little House ofPancakes/Pizza

 

Anthony's Beer, Wine & Deli Macky's Bar & Grill
Arlene Lynn RealEstate _ Mallbu's Surf Shop
»Ayers; Jenkins, Gordy &. Almnnd Marlin Moon Grille
Bearded Clam Maximum‘ Video —
Beer Bellies - A . Mitchell's Market
Broken Oar Moore, Shockley, Williams & Smith
Buxy's'Salty Dog Saloon . Ocean City Police K-9 Unit
Castle in the Sand, Ocean Resorts GolfClub

Channcey's S1n‘fSl1op Peninsula Bank
Chmme World Inc. Peppers 'I‘avern' _
Clarion _ ' Pepsi - ‘
Clubhouse Golf ‘ ‘ Pickles Pub
Cork Bar PivNet ‘

. Continental Cycles Pizzz;Hu1
Countryside Cafe‘ Planet Maze.

Crabcalm Factory _ Ponzcttfsfi Pibzalfi S -
' Cu_llenyBurke _ .. — Purple M£3QSléSi1'l.o<)n

, , D;;'yicL;G_a{sliill' . . Richard Parolski
‘ yDolJc'3’ - 5 - . Schlachmari, Wcincr

Dutch Boar "C ‘ .Seacrets '
Earl Campbell’ Seaside Interiors .
Fmnli Fretlerico ‘ A - Shenaniganfs ilrfsh Pub
EOE IIodge;50 . - . Smitty McGee's; , A -

. General'§ Kitchen . ._ . ' - Souvenir City ' ‘ — .
;Gc_q‘rge Basil ’ V y l Stowaway Grand Hole
Green Turtle _ ’ ’ ‘ ‘ Subway
Hair Cut Harry _ < T—Shirt Factory’ V C
Happy—.Chinese Restaurant = . Three Brothers Pia}:
Harpoon Hanna's ' ‘ .. " __ Tony's Pizm

T Larry Holdren Real Estate . v V Visions Day Spa
Laytonls _ s _ 2. flWaterman’s .

- Lemar Custom Framing 8; Gallery Weaver Brothers Carry Out
? ‘S ' .. World Gym

- www.ocmdfop.org
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EDITORIAL

Cameras Could Help In Berlin

5 it seems to a couple
times a year, an open discussion
about the criminal activity in east
Berlin took place at last week’:
Berlin Mayor and Council meeting.
It‘: an old subject with typical com-
plaints from the council and nearby
residents and the customary re-
sponses from the police department.

In regard to the rampant drug
_ dealing on the east side of town, the

attitude of Mayor and Council mem-
bers for year: has seemed to be
along the lines of something — any-
thing — must be done. However, the
problem, according to the town's
police department, starts and ends
with limited manpower, leavingpolice with no choice but to be reac-
tive rather than pro-active. ‘We go
where the people call. That's what
happens when you work with a staff
that's less than optimal. That's not
an excuse, that's just the reality. I
need more people," Chief Arnold
Downing said.. a ~ "rn : ..::i-./..x_4.-  

cil, such as Councilman Elroy Britt-ingham, have heard this before. lt's
a quandary the town has been un-
able to solve. It simply does not have
the funds to hire additional 'ofi'xcera
to patrol the area and enforce laws.
That does not mean the town should’
simply allow the status quo. Britt
ingham should not have to continue
to witness illegal activity first-hand
in his neighborhood. "I witnessed
this first hand and got so disgusted l
wanted to go out there and do some-
thing myself before I thought better
of it. The police arrive and they dis-
perse, but 15 minutes later they’re
right back out there again," Brit‘ting-ham said.

Longtime members of the co'un- '

It's a and state of afl‘airs, but at
last week's meeting there appearedto be some worthwhile discussion
after constitutional issues arose
about a police proposal to ask land-
lords to list problem people in the
neighborhood. The idea of installing
electronic surveillance systems in
known trouble spots could be what
the town needs to get :1 handle on
the problem.

How to obtain high-quality cam-
eras will boil down to money issues,
but there are any number of ways to
procure the funds, including state
and federal grants. Downing said
last week the town is currently
working through a state grant to set
up three cameras at an area bus
stop, convenience store and the
entire corridor. While. there may be
practical issues the town will need to
address, we see this system as a stepin the right direction. With these
cameras, the police department

- could use the images they produce to
gather information about suspectsand could even lead to arrests. The
deparfinent could use the media to
get out the images to the public. We,
for one,’ would be happy to help out
with-publiahirig these images, which
could lead to citizens making tips to
police. ,

- If being reactive is the only waythe police can tsclde crime in the
area, then cameras would be an
ideal way to go. Currently, police are
forced to rely on citizen comments
and then respond to the area. That is
no way to tackle A problem that has
been ongoing for decades. Setting upstate-of-the-art surveillance cam-
eras win hopefully steer police away
fromsolely relying on citizens to be
the eyes and ears of the community
and moving in the direction ofpro-actiyé enforcement.

_ 

QUOTABLE Qiiorizs
 

"They've bun pounding at me «inc:
November 10 mm: down here and begin
rhoolirig footage but we nerd a monetary
commitment from (ht city before moving
forward. 'Mnryland Department of Busi-
need and Economic Development DeputyDirector David Bnhlman on Miss USA
producers wanting to shoot scenes in
Ocean City.

‘You'd be surprised al Ihe number of
senior ntiznu who only gr! holfofa pre-
scripnon fillzd because they are hyirig to
balance paying for heat, rent and other
bi1LL' Helena Brown, project director {or
Share Up's Home Energy Programs, on
some elderly residents‘ struggle to paytheir bills. ‘

‘Ir’: a rmlcrisis and one the slulr (pg.
Ixlalnrx mm coming, but [he loadcrxlllp Li
l~u!!ing head: and preventing any real
mluliori. " Dr. 'l'hom.1s Beck, a member of
the Governor’: task force on medical

malpractice insurance reform, on thecurrent state ofaffairs.

‘I have hopn wamuld meet in special
srssian as man in next week.' Delegate
Bennett Bozman on the need for the leg-
ialaturu to tackle medical malpractice
insurance reform as soon as possible.

"I absolutely think it is important to
L-rpond the pork became it gives kid:
something to do now and will give them.
more to do in the future.’ Ocean City
Councilman Joe Hall on his support for
expanding skating opportunities intown.

‘We did have a potential mum: laid
out, but there ioerr just too many pi-ob
(cm: with lroflic stoppagrx, mi-igestion
and many other /aclars.‘ Extreme
Dream Events partner Mark Shaw on a
proposed marathon route though Oceanmy
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LETTERS To THE EDITOR

Thanks To SenatorsEditor.
Thanks to our two United States

Senator: Sarbanes and Mikulslri for
their assistance in obtaining
$500,000 for beach repleru'shmei1t_in
the Omnibus Appropriations Bill.

The appropriations bill did not
include the funds when the bill was
sent to Congress from the White
House. Then-the bill emerged from
the House of Representatives with-
out the funds.

Prompt action from our senators
was instrumental in our area getting
these much-needed funds to replen-ish our beach.

Carol Krimrri.
Ocean City

Chief Comments
Absurd"
Editor: ‘ .One more ludicrous idea came
from the mouth of Police Chief Bern-adette DiPi.no.

If women want to be police offi-
cers, everyone lmows their physical
makeup is different except there
should not be different testing rev
_qui.i-ements for female ofiicers. in an
emergency situation, females have
to respond to the situation the atuneas men.

My daughter was an Ocean Citypolice officer. When she nttended the
police academy, she graduated with
the highest grade point average, I
believe ever achieved and again, ifmy memory serves correctly, she
was the only female in the class. Did
she go through the same training asthe men? You better believe she did
and could also take care of herself
the same as the men.

Slacking off on the testing re-
quirements will certainly be a detri-
ment to the Ocean City Police force.
Ifthey wont to do a man's job, then
they need to go through the same
testing requirements as the men,
otherwise let them take an oflicejob.Dionne Calestock

llarrixburg, PA
Ocean City

Rent: Is Out Of
Control
Edflon

Just recently I was told I had to
move because the building l livr in

has been sold. It was being sold to be
torn down. I would imagine they
were going to put highrise condos in
their place. Well, of course, I had to
go apartment hunting which almost
brought ms to suicide. I proceeded to
get two free papers they have in this
town and went to the rental section.
Well, to my surprise, they have win-
ter rentals, summer rentals and all
year rentals.

I live three stories up now, so I
think Iam going to get a year~round
place because this move will be the
last for a while. I found this apart-
ment not too far from where l pre-

‘sently live, so I went to look at it. It
was nice and I had my heart set on
it. I was afraid someone else would
get it so I put $850 down to hold it. I
would also need another $850 for
first month's rent and $860 for a

SEE NEXT PAGE

 The Dispatch
Th: Dispatch and Resort Li/2 are pub-
lished weekly on Friday morning: 52
weeks a year. The publitationi 11': mm-
ed by Maryland Coast Dispatch Inc.
Address all mail to P.O. Box 467. Berlin,
Md. 21811. Deadline for advertising
copy: Ruort Life, 3 p.m. Monday; The
Dispatch, 3 pm. ”l\ieaduy. Ofllceu are
located at 10012 Old Ocean City Blvd,Berlin, Md. Telephone: 410-541-4551.
Subscription information: 410 641-
4663. Fax No.: 410-641 0966. E-mail
(recommended whenevnr possible):dspati:hlointercoro.neL
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Buffet

Alaskan Crab Legs Sfeamsiqip Remand of Beef Ufniian Roasted Chicken
Fresh Fish Roas9edTur1<e)_/ Breasf Steamed Shrimp
Crab Dip Virginia Baked Hana Steamed /Wu-sseis
Fried 511»-imp Fr-ask fissorfed Saiads Sfcameci Clams
Ckicken /\JM9gcfs Tuna Salad Raw Ciarns on fi-u:
Seafood /Medley Shrimp Salad ‘Haifskell
Crab Jmperioi Shrimp Creole: wiiiq Rica Rcxw Oysfcrs on fine
/Maryland Crab Soup Seafood pasfa Salad Hoifslqeii
prime Rib of Beef Rnvinli Assorfezi Dr:-ssscrfs

and Vv1HC['\,W\MCL\ more

Fuii ,+\iu Curie and CHiidren's /Vicnu Avaiiabie
Buffet ixum n-uy vnry with mukct availability.

_ C Early Bird C Juno: Open git 3 pm 0 Iulyi& August Open at 2 pm L0 $2.00 OFF _ O . . .
U Adult Seafood Butfcz U Scptcmbcr ~ November Open D:'ui_\'" .4 ' ' '

P ‘:3’L1..;“,ft5.”,,L};‘i::i’ P 24:11 St. & Coastal Hwy. - 410-239-33220 vzhd with my ulhcr o{Tcr. 0 - '
' N 5,, 3/0136 N _ 2 \mj\v.cmbcrs.com



 
 

vws, as well asluxu-g shopping,.sigl_1_tse_eing -sp,'ots
nous, romantic £1VCCOlI1IIl(‘)‘dE.ll.lOI't5,'Elfigéflt,1 .daj.trips"an,d mus'ernents«pluslm'o'ney
iiitiinate dining experiences,and terrifibc; _7- sav;i_rig;c_o_u 7 ’
entertainment are equally apprecialted~b'y' ,5 thislmagai otw i _
couples or singles traveling \4/lth_()_lllI‘:_,l" __ hel‘p.tful;_~and4 ‘st that" yjo"ti_ ‘
children: All the p_rivacya_nd serenity you’-I dis"c_bVé‘r that here mlyjisgsomet ng
Could desire awaits. _ i ' for1everyone_to{.eni:o3:I, - C“

Whether youlare a week long or . -we ’invife:y(')u_'{_(jj gnjoyihg _ _ _‘
weekend visitor or property owner, you wonderful sights and soui'ids_'our 'c’c>’a'st:'..
have many choices. to make _on,your has to_ offer. Revivé.your‘cit3/iviworn '_ _'
y-it-rition — where to dine, ‘shop, be SplFl{S;ilCt ou C "Its rela " ’
critertained, etc.’ " " ’ ' ' ‘ and r‘éstore'yo' - ’ -

The businesses listed ‘ ' l . . t ~ ~ . rn.

did not pay for theirvad Our W I ‘ The ate
included these’ as thejb p ces All_Y0”_Care_T0-‘Eatyou make your vacationrnore fun

5§3E&§@@l§l £3

riiidibeautiful water vie   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

economical. _ , I _ _ .
With soimuchtosee,’ nddoan ptte‘

sinlittle time; the Beach ’ ” '

Beach Guide Magazine..~This vacatio V
a glance is packed with prime dinin‘g;,_ A’
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20-ITEM REGULAR

MENU AVAILABLE  BEEF, SALADS & PASTA
Alasl<an—Canadian Snow Crab "Legs & Claws" <

- Prime Rib ' BBQ R.bs ' Raw Oysters - Raw Clams 7
'L- Fried Scallops ' Large Fried Shrimp -

Steamed Shrimp ' Fried Chicken ' BBQ Chicken
Fried Clams‘ Onion Rings ° Seasoned Fries

Sn much more (Buffs: lrcms Will Vary Daily)- .i ._

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Large Kids Menu!

Non—Smol<ing Section

 

 
OPEN 3 PM

6/17 - 8/26

OPEN 4 PM

8/27 - 9/30

410-524-7171

__71ST STREET & COASTAL Hwy

OCACIY ‘

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

Present this coupon to .'
the hostess to receive

$2.00 OFF'Seatood &
Prime Rib Buttet. Must

be seated by 4 pm. BG

  
  
  

  
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

_ b end in
' loring the many other

'5: that call ;As’sateague

peaceful ou dfforendle
sporting activities.‘ ;

Waterspqrt ‘ent_i_,1usi,z1sts_2 will have’, ,

SS 

V A,,,.._\“~%“,‘.*l_‘_A. From the boardwalk to manage th'ei'r‘.tirn'e wise1y’in"or:tje‘r 2 , 5" _ _,,short self—gu'ided walks on
-4 bustle Oi‘ Ocean City, the to take advantageofall the aqi1ati'c' the life ofthé forest, marsh and ‘dunes,

A , sandy shore to the south is adventures Assateague lslandhas. to *adventur_e,trails, bus tours and nature
4 ._‘-43 quite alluring. Just a few offer. With the'Atla’ntic Ocean to the -cruises are available. Park rangers

“ ‘minutes from Ocean City, east and Chincoteagpue Bay to the west, conduct a variety of guided walks and
children activities during the surrlmer
months. Hiking-as‘well as biking: trails

jleadvyou from forest to marsh and '
along shallowsand dunes while :'

_ birdwatching platforms provide‘ ‘
gt panoramic views._ ‘ ' -

A ' The best known and most in
..i "h btnts of Assateague lslan

§ Assateague Island, a 37—mile the island is ideal-for camping, biking,
* long barrier island home to fishing, clammi crabbing canoeing,

44 species of mammals and swimming, "hiking '
260 species of birds, remains surf fishing. T_l7i'er

" practically undeveloped. The
island is a nature—lovers

ream. The serenity oflmiles
of golden sand, magnificent
marshes, unspoiled beaches,

‘ and scenic]
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Park for One

Low Price CO(lJl ((3)17 a Splash‘Pa.’ ..’!]5_lfi ,, n ur aters e,

New Lazy River &
Famlly Actlvlty Pool.
7' Enjoy 18 Holes of

' Challenging

THEME ‘PARK

H STAGE COACH
3‘; STEAM TRAIN - TRAIL RIDE .
~'EONY~R|DES - INDIAN Snows .4,

' CAN CAN Snows
-. BANK HOLD-UPS

. ‘_GuN FIGHTS - PADDLE BoATs

'- BIsoN EXHIBIT, ESTERN SAL_ooN & SHOPS
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Children 3 & Younger Free
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'3 65TH STREET ms 81 mos _ . . . . . . .. 7(9 I ACTION WATERCRAFT . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . 14
0 /\NGLER'S FISHING CENTIAR . . . . . . . . . 25BAJA . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . 10
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“Y. gWr<+"=r E%"J.?$,§"§,§';i§‘E+‘ : : : : : : t : : :1: :1 : $3
0”“ E"P‘”=5 CARPET coNNEcT1oN . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

CASA soMERsET . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
CHAUNCEY’S . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . 31
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l(.C'H{|flUt'(l from page 88)

Cras, The New llattle Uli the hexes Party,
:\l.ites and \/Vciiches Party, The 80's
l7l;islibacl; Bash, The Biker Bash, The

Czzrnivril, and More!!! 50 live your life at
i\'l.icl<y's Bayside Bar &cGrill!! 54th Street On

Tl‘e Bay, I510-7235565, www.niaclcys.c0m

OCEAN DOWNS RACETRACK

We Set The Pace! Live harness racing at
Oceaii Downs Racetrack! lune 28-August 23.
40 nights/10 races a night. Simulcasting daily,
year round. Noon~l\/Iidnight. Visit the new,
exciting Pacers Restaurant. Call 410~641~

4967 for dinner reservations. Enjoy daily food
and beverage specials in Clubhouse Turn 8L
Vvlflllfif Circle Bar. Free admission and

parking. Rts. 50 8:; 589 next to Ocean Pines, 4
miles west of Ocean City. 410e641-0600. For
banquet iiilorriiatioii call extension 217.

SCHOONER’S AT THE PRINCESS RO‘/ALE
HOTEL

Coine check out the hottest place at the beach-

Schooners Whether you enjoy listening to the

orvMoi'e Information Phonei 410’-T641-0600' 0 Rts.~SO 8: 589; Next to Ocean Pines

(TCELIJ t HY Ui\iTi ‘HS CHVDE [()(7]/Z0041

acoustic guitar or keyboard inside or out, Schooners is

the place in he (‘reanlrnnt at ‘lltt St. »ll0-52-$7777.

SEACRETS BAR & RESTAURANT

Find us and get lost in Jamaica, USA! Visit our 16

different bars, some of which are in open air. You

won't even remember that you're in Ocean City
anymore. This unique island atmosphere has people
talking about Seacrets all over the country, and it

makes the jamaicans proud. Stop in and see Marley
Hall-Seacrets' Nite Club. This amazing facility
hosts only the honest bands around. Definitely

check this out.’ 3 LIVE BA\NDS 7 nights a week.’
Beach parties daily 5-9pr_ri. Plenty of FREE
parking. 49th St. (Sc The Bay. 410-524-4900.WW“/.SCflCICfS.C0fll

THE SHARK

A Unique Dining Experience. Enjoyed by the locals
year round. This hidden bayfront treasure boasts the
serenity of Ocean City sunsets, a convenient location
and an atmosphere you won't want to miss—:ill

complemented by a dazzling menu. Enjoy live evening
entertainment featuring well known Jazz, Blues &
Acoustic performers (including many local acts). Don't

- Rcetrac

. For banquet information call extension 217

miss l.iz7,lrst On The B.l\ -.-mi "Vli |:»(l.-\ (iii ‘i*’Zl50ll),
lcatutiiig the .iiii.iziiig iliitilti-i ,,.‘ ‘llllllll ol local

recording artists "No Bitscuim " Lv'lLl}l.llt' great hiii,
load drinks and L‘l1lftl.llI1n‘.CIlf us 1111 yiiiuite beach-
Mardi Ctas style. C.ill tor l‘1l')tl‘ iiitiiiimtion and

reservations. -'ll0~7Z3-l22l. lbtli St. 02 The Bay
(Behind Stinsatiiiiisl. ivm-/.thesli,itl:«iittliub.iy.com.

SHENANlGAN'5 lRl5H PUB

Visit Sheniinig-.in's lot Iliglllit lii.li entertainment
during the summer season. Relax outside on the

oceanfront deck OrgOll1Sl(lL‘.l|1Ll\ll1g.ll0l1gl0 great
lrish music. They have .1 liilvtiliiiis selection of ice
cold beer and frozen drinks to lll'l\‘l'. -'l[l1 St. & The
Boardwallc. 410-289-7181.

THE CC JAMBOREE

Be sure to visit The OC ]aiiiburtt~~Ocean City's
only live music theater. It's exciting! lt's hilarious! lt's
moving! lt's scnszitionall It's Country, Pop, 50's
Rock~n—Rol.l and Gospel inusic all iollctl into one
entertaining "l.ive"showl lt's sure to iii.il;c you smile,
laugh, siiig-a-long, stomp your feet and shout with
joy! lt's Ocean City’: liiicst L'l1l't'l'l.llIltllt.‘lll value.‘
Open you round. RtSCl’V:I[l()I1\' I'i.'C'H11|IlL'IlClCCl. Rt.

611 and Maijaii Lane, West Ociuiii City, MD.
(410) 2137581, \vww.nc_i.iiii.ctnii

& T4 mile-s west of Ocean Cit
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For Advertising Information contact

Sarah Geraghty 410~723-3007 or 1-300—422v07«l2
1264 Perimeter Pkw/_,

Wrginia Beach, VA 23454-5689
www.vgnet.com

8 ' OCEAN Ci1‘i' ‘/",iTOR’> Vii/lI')F_ 2003/2004

 

 
 

CITY\/lUlDE '
Randy Thompson

' Sarah Geraghty Account Executive
Lora O'Neil Customer Service Representative.‘
Christine Murphy/Tinaiynn Cortez Lead Artists

_ Bridgette Buwrt1 Production Artist
fun Pile Director of Photography
Robin Catlier Production/Traffic Managerf John Bloecher Distribution 

, . 1 An Direc_‘t.°r
y_'Kelly' j_ Sales Manager/Northern Region

‘ Joseph ,Li)g's'cion Sales Manager/Southem Region '
. Tom Bastian‘ Graphics Product Manager '
.3 _ - ,' Sales Manager/Hampton Roads iLarry Jones‘ Assistant Art Directér i

Gerry Jordan Creative Director l
Mark Hall 1 Web Master/Site Manager -
Matthew Haddaway » Pl1otu.Editgr
Anthony Hdsio Web/Graphic Designer
Eric Cardenas Graphic Designer
lGm,Daniels Graphic Designer
Eleen Dalby Production/Traffic ManagérDebbie Povyers Office Manager’
Cindy Merica Azcounting ManagelrDawn Mgeel-pan Accounting Assistant

5.Tammy Lambert Sales Secretaiiy
' Sharon Sou_Es. Receptionih
,' Joe Frandoia Distribution Manager .I I
. , ' l
frinted by lferry-Judds, Inc.

' Penny \/lfllliarnson Customer Servide
Look For ‘Our Other

VSIIORS Guns l

Alexandria, VA, Hampton, VA, Newport New-;, VA,
- Norfolk, VA & Virginia Beach, VA -

Prince William County/Manassas, VA
Brunswick Islands & Ca fear Coast, NC, ‘

, Crystal Coast, NC, Hatteras Dcracoke Islands’, NC,‘
New Bem,'NC, Outer Banks, NC 8: Winston Salem, NC

i

, Rehobotly Beach, DE 3
, 1 Tennessee Smokies, TN ,1

Virginia Campground Directory 8: '
Virginia Hospitality and Travel ASSOCIBIIDD ‘

,i=ubnsiied_ byVisTAGiwiiic3, l~c.
,_Tl'ie Ocean City Vuitm Guide ii pubfished a-malt,’ by ‘fsufiraphia, Ira".
The corporate offrz islocated at IZM PerirreterPxwy, Vvrginia Beach YA

Z3454. O ICU] ~ allrijttx reserved. Reprodudion oi any material
prepared by Vist2Grapl'aa, inc, and appearing wnliin this pultliulion

rtrittfy proiibited without express mitten curuenl ml the pulziishw. ‘-
Pubfisher does not pvrpon to authentirale aid is not responsible lot iiaims

made by .':dli9f'l$£'fS lound wnhn thispublicrtxort ~
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Welcome’ 3.

Mayor’s -

e B0<:f_rdYV0:.;l.l;€.JC.5'IC"'V.§‘L"“¢3£:C.-ii’. 7
]Sur_hnief”CdlefidHr

. _Cdleh,§?'!;CI:f_A“. " if

‘-

 Féflty Schedule’ %

Fell Colentiar

Golf‘ .C—.<Jlerf)e'c‘1r
-. 8£‘Sr§rine Ceiendfif

e  
Guieie

S_I.1o'pping euide
Er'a te_rtc‘:j'rmjent Guide

_ Area Map 1

b .Re'q de_r-"s Survey

o’:§fih:eV*water
1 bi'r§mg' Guide

«Ad Index

Two VDC's with cacfipinssport... I Places of
one for yougwallet ‘ Special Advertisement Secfion
one for your keycham.

17 Park Place Jewelers

8 I Ocean Crty \/mlovs Guide 2|.‘/04/2005 
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‘F ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 5PM and 6PM and cover =
, ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 6PM and 7PM and cover =

ARRTVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 7PM and 8PM and cover =
» . ,lRRlVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 8PM and 9PM and cover =

ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 9PM and TOPM and cover =
lRRlVE AT SEACRETS ANYTIME AFTER IOPM and cover = SI

1..4 \.=

Seacrels Bar 8 Restaurant

I0”/o off all retail products
. m any of our boutique slwps.

LTLMN D-MOUNT ‘Am; Nal vafid will: olher offers. llusl presmt
~' VUC To receive at er. .

$5
$6
$7
$8
$9

0 OR LESS!

Cover Specials valid
May T4-Sep. 26, 2004

After Sep. 26 call for details.
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Opposition No. 91190886
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10 Welcome

12 Mayor's Letter

A 13 Fishing Calendar

-. 24 Boardwalk Calendar

’i 28 Summer Calendar
32 Amusements Guide

37 Ferry Schedule

46 Golf Calendar

48 Fall Calendar

54 Winter & Spring Calendar

68 Shopping Guide

A 78 Gold Coast" Mall

80 Visitor Services

81 Cable Guide

82 Places of Worship

95 Area Map

-2102 Ad lndex

1 04 Dining Guide
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visrroas GUIDE
/F.«’vb,"**'

  
 

A _ Prdduaionflraffic Manager
' . > ‘ ’ Qffiée Manager‘

Accounting Manager_
1 Acchuming Assistant

' Sélés Se'cret£ary'

   

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 For Advertising information Contact
Sarah Geraghty 410723-3007 or 'l—800-4220742

1264 Perimeter Pl<wy_,
Virginia Beach, VA 2345443639

www.vgnot.com

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

   
In autliéfitirate and is not re-spomlble lot claims

‘ .96 lound Mlvn‘tl~:s putizzbon.« ., ._
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49th Street In The Bay
Ocean City, MD

%410-524349.00’
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Two VDC's with each passport...

one {or your wallet 8L
one for your keychciin.

8 :' ocmn raw ~.ism.i; Gui: in 2004/2005

Welcome

Mayor’s Letter

Summer Calendar

Fishing Calendar

Ferry Schedule

Fall Calendar

Golf Calendar

Visitor Services

Cable Guide

Shopping Guide

Area Map

95 Reader’s Survey

i On the Water

102 Dining Guide

Ad Index

i Places of Worship
Special Advertisement Section

17 Park Place Jewelers

Boardwalk Calendar

Amusements Guide

Winter & Spring Calendar

Entertainment Guide

Randy ThompsonFditor/Publisher

OCFAN CrT\Vism)iLs Cum:
Nancy Schwtndcman Accnunr Exccuuvt
Lot: O'Neil Customer Scrvicz Rcprcscnutivr

 

Eric Cardcm: Lad Arusi

Iirn Fl: Director of Pholognphy
Robin Canhtr Production/Trzflir Mmzgcr
John Biocdwr Dciivtry

Holly Wanna An Dinnor
Jody Kdly Wright Sds Rcgian

Just.-ph Logsdan Mzzkti Manager/Tennmsac
Tom Bastian S215 Mzmgcr/Hampton Roads

. Graphics Pmdm Mzmgu
]cfl'Donahuc Mukzt Mamgu/Outer Bantu
Lm-yjonu Assisunx An Dunno:
Ccriyjnrdm Cradvt Dircclor
Mark Hall Wrb Mann/Sit: Manager
Manhcw Haddavny Photo Editor
Anthony Bosh Wcb/Craphic
Kim Dmids Graphic Dcsigna
Seth Patrick Graphic Dcsignu
Lori Abxhcr Graphic Designer
Eileen Dziby Production/Trzflic Mzmgc:
Debbi: Pawn: OER Manager
Cindy Mcrii: Acroundng Manager
Dawn Mochan Acrmmiing Assiscuit
Tammy hmbcrt Sales Sccrztzry
Shcmn Soun Rzctplionist
Joe Frmcioso Dim-ibuubn Manager
Skip Jana Conmlxiling Phorognphu

Lock R7r Our Other

VISITORS GUIDE MAGAZMLS...

' Alcxandrig VA
Chesapeake VA, Hamplun,VA,

Ncwport News. VA & Norfolk,VA.
Virginia Beach, VA

Brunswick Islands - Cape Fear Coast. NC
Crystal Coast. NC,

Hatteras & Ocracoki: Islands‘, NC, New Bern, NC,
& 0uIcrBa.uks, NC

Rcboboth, DE

Tcxincmz Smokics, TN
Virginia Hospitalityand Travcl Association

Published by

Vis'rAGiw=H1cs, INC.Th0<tnGI1Kfl'w'sG-l:lryuMZuk4wnmltyb7H:~Gmp.hu.l:
Ihroiyarmofinirbcalcll/I6lFHfiMrrPhv7.Wm'Au5m£ v.4
mu. camp. a zoo: — all ii,» ruvrml xmaaia 4...,

pryitrl )1 Huofimphkx, In, and nppm-in; with’: Mr
parmuuudypuau-amaymmmmmqm
pv$Ii1ill.fUfi1#(flI7d[lIpIrpfl1l7ntMmmI:nIJ5IKlrrJponflMl[w
dainrnnlrlynlrcrlixnjnnlwiiiurhilpbliruxiau.

7 For Advertising
Information Contact

Nancy Schwendeman

l -410-723-3007
nancy@vgnet.com
1-800-422-0742

109 77th Street.

Ocean City, MD 21842

vgnetcom
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I EVERY w nasnv, EmuRsnAI, FIIIDIIY, SATU
T VIII A  I

V ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 5PM and 6PM and cover = S5
A ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 6PM and 7PM and cover = $6

ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 7PM and 8PM and cover '—.' $7
ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 8PM and 9PM and cover = $8
ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 9PM and IOPM and cover = $9

I : RIVE AT SEACRETS ANYTIME AFTER IOPM and cover = $10 QR_I.ESS!

Seacrets Bar 8 Restaurant cove, spews valid
. _ III% offall retail products MavI4~Sep-26.2004

MWNWRD "I WI’ 07 01"’ IIIIIIIIIIIII3 5II°P5- After Sep._ 26 call for details., Not valid wi_Ih an other offers. Must presentf;“3.1 ‘w!"."'°“°-'9'?“-"1 VDC to recezveo er.
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0.C Seacrets, Inc. v. HotelPlan Italia S.p.A.
Opposition No. 91190886
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THE AREA’

BEST SHOPPIN

Goumc Gum

Comme Gum

To REGIO A

AITRACTION

CALENDAR O

Evsms SCHEDUL

AREA Dmmc

AMUSEMENTS 5'

ENTERTAINMENT Gum:

http://www.vgnel.com

4’ V/XILUHABLE WV

BONUS
COUPONS

INSIDE

 
 



 

 

Ifiiiiiiisz GLIDE
Look For Our Other

VISITORS GUIDE MAGAZINES...

Bmnswick Islands, C!y31zI Com & Cape Fear Coast, Ouccr
Bmks, NC. Tcnncssec Smokics, VIIEIHII Budd, Nor{oIk,

Portsmouth. Hampton, Newport News. Richmond, Maczndxiz.
6: Arlington, VA, Virginia Gmpground Dinctory

‘. Fo1jAdvértisin Information"
Contact Jo y'KeIIy at . f

.; ~’(4l0) 25077458 _ f
rublished by

VISTAGRAPHICS, INC.
Th¢Ocan G[\'VniIDnCuidci!ptbIbItdxmInIyhyVwaCaphk3, Inc.

The mtpomc olfia is loaxcd :1 I714 Vuginiz Bach Blvd, Suit: I08. Vugna
Bn<h,VA234S«I.G.rpyrigh1©I998-zflnghmuuvtd Rcpvoduaionolany
mzrcrizl prrpartd by VmCnph3o, Inc, and wirhm this publiatiun

is suicdy pmhihzcd without apnxs wrimn mom: ufihc
Pubfisherdocnmpmponmantfrndoteutdisnunspomiflefiatdaixrvs

made by zdvrnism Iound within chi: publimion.

 

 
 

  
  

Wnvmvman Rmm  
Sun.-Tues., Anytime. ‘I:

Wed.—Sal., Before 12 noon

Not valid with other offers.

Restrictions may apply.

ewavzammsa mm
A N YTI M E
withthiscouponor ‘ ’ .

a. Bonus Coupon. Good for ' ..
' the whole group. Not ’

valid WIIII other offers. <

Restrictions may appty. jocvc

Randy Thompson ......... ..

Jody KeIIy .............................. ../Irmunt Executive

Matthew Haddaway ................ ..I.eaz/Dengvzer

ICE Capflongo ............ .. Curtamrr Senvirt Rtpmerzlrzlivr

HoIIy V/artcrs ............................. ..JIrt Director

I’auI Brannock ............................5ak=.r Manager

Debbie Powers ...................... .. Ofice Manager
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Seacnefs’
Ceiebnating 1O Ye

"Chicken Man” loved the Jamaican atmosphere,
but he did not want to leave Ocean City. 30 he
designed and built Seacrets, Ocean City's version of
Jamaica. Now his guests can stop by for Seacrets’
Beach Parties, enjoy‘ a’ drink at the Boat Bar, and

selectfrom a unique.-menu that includes, Jerk
Chicken and other island delights. One visit to
Seacrets, Jamaica, USA, will show anyone “Chicken
Man's” secrets to 10 years ofsuccess!

For its first two years, Seacrets was a private
club that admitted locals only. Gold cards were
issued to residents of Ocean City —— the true locals.
They could enjoy the tiki torches and palm trees,
outdoor seating and bars, the unique menu
featuring Jamaican specialty dishes and the feeling
of being on vacation while traveling only a few
minutes down the road. Guests of locals could

enjoy the bayfront dream come true. They were
issued passports upon entrance, which allowed
them to indulge in the fun for a day.

— In the third year of operation, the restaurant
and bar added an inside dining room and bar. Still
following the Jamaican theme, this addition
introduced the possibility of the Ocean City
getaway remaining open year-round. Also, with the
added space, the club began to ‘broaden its
exclusive membership. From this point, Seacrets
has continued to get bigger and better with time.
Each year, something new and exciting awaits the
visitors to the most exclusive establishment on
the Eastern Shore!

In year five, Seacrets went into high gear. The
addition of an entire beach area gave the place an
even more amazing look. The beach area nearly
doubled Seactets in size, allowing room for several
new bars, including the famous Boat Bar. Many
new tables for drinks and dining were added into
the beautiful landscaping. The bay became a haven
for fun and relaxation as many rafts were anchored

out in the water for visitors to enjoy.’ During your
visit to Ocean City, stop by Seacrets during the day
and take a seat on a raft. The delightful staff of
waitresses will serve you drinks while you float
and enjoy the sunshine!

Even while approaching 10 years of success,
"Chicken Man" hasn't become lax in his innovative
ideas for enhancing Seacrets. His goal is (and
always has been) to ensure that everyone who visits
Jamaica, USA, is having a good time. Therefore,
there is something for everyone at Seacrets.
Encornpassing 140,000 square feet of paradise on

the bay, Seactets features several locations to eat,
drink and have fun.’ There are 10 bars in all, six of
which are open air. The menu is as unique as the
setting, including everything from munchies, to
sandwiches, to greatJamaican specialties.

Live entertainment is on stage every night, and
beach parties get the crowd going every day! Be
sure to catch a Lunasea or Dark Side Party -
Seacrets celebrates the full moon and the new

moon every month.’ Happy Hour is Monday-

P 43i914

Legacy:
ans o,E Success!

Friday 4-7pm. Catch this amazing place on th
web at www.seacrets.com.

Secrets is open for lunch, dinner and late-nigh
lite fare year-round. lfyou didn't know it was then
you would never suspect that right at the end t
49th Street you would find such an exciting ant
beautiful place! Plenty of free parking is available.

Be sure to come back each year and see wha
the "Chicken Man" has done this time. Whatever i

is, you are guaranteed not to be disappointed.’ Z‘;
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LIVE ENTERDKINMENT

OPEN FOR LUNCH &
DINNER YEAR-ROUND

49th Street In The Bay

Plenty Of Free Parking .;.'
410-524-4900 =‘
wwwseacretstom

.»  
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Menu Guide to Ocean City!

The Menus included herein are representative samplings from the areas best restaurants.

Please pick up your free copy ofour Visitors Guide to find their ads. We hope this Menu Guide

has been helpful to you in selecting dining choices. If it has, please let your host/hostess know that.

48th Street v A 7 i
Angler Restaurant D

Bay Cafe ’

Bonfire 7 V
Captain’s Pizza

Conner’s A
Crab Alley N H A

Dough Roller QD

 
 

 
 

Embers
English’: \\l2—@

Fager’s Island K R
Hallls Steak &iSeafoocl Restaurant K V
Finnigens ‘ M", V

Harrison's Harbor Watch R h 7
Ocean View American Grille W V V R V
Pino’s Pizza — A A H
Pizza Tugos ‘ " 2R2”

Reflections 2;

Schooners K

Seacrets Bar BC Restaurant H W
Solé can/st, Bar ' A Q39” A A

wimr A A A H if) is

§f’f3f,,‘§‘3,':,,f’.,'}l;,lf‘n,,-m,-,Mm a,,.»,z,,,.n,.,aas5,W,,;,,i,,,,;ng.,.,nmr,,g,,, P 43916
VLsraGmp/7iu, Inc, 1724 Virginia Bear/2 Blvd, Suite 108, Virginia Bra:/2, VA 23454.

Lonkfirjour FR£Em_17)' of!/Jr Visimn Gllld( Mrxgazinr Mmw am/prire; are rubjtn ta r/mngr
Pufilir/red I7)’ VtrraGrz1p/rirf’ I993 130042240742 For addirioml rapier pr rzdzr-rrz'.t1'nginfi7rmariarr,
plat: rnnlmt Kr//J @ 4105207458 or 800422-0742  
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49th Street in the Bay
Ocean City, MD

(410) 524~490O
  

| , Bar 4% Restaurant

Messa Veggaroll vegetarian tortilla wrap
. WtEdH 'lll. b,l d,l.

Cream of Crab lotsa crab

 

Conch Chowder unique
Dotsy’s Delight dc bes crab dip Crab Cake a big one pached wit crab

T Jamaican Fries mercg, rnercg Jerk Chicken Breast no ordinary chicken sandwich
Onion Rings crispg, thin Tuna, Tuna, 711113 till‘/6495 lt€$lt
Clams Casino classic Burgers 1/2 l5- W” W WU
Smoked Tuna too good Mr. Bigs Dog 1/2 lb. spit 8 grilled
Steamy Shrimps lotsa spice Garden Variety Burger healthg choice

i Littleneck Clams raw or steamed Fresh Fish €’"”l5ald _
* SALADS Iamexican blach bean burger wit de worhs

Turkey Burgers

“EALTHY STUFF SPECIALTY DRINKS
3 West End Caesar topped with ierh chichen

, Rum Runner

House Salad greens 8 tings Pina Colada
Jumbo Salad big Dirty Banana
Munchie Plate fresh veggies 8 cheese sting
Ceviche Seacret Sunset
Penne Pasta Salad Big Bamboo
Black Bean Hummus Red Stripe

PIZAAAAH DON'T FORGET TO TRY
iamaican style OUR SWEET DESSERTS
dc only kmd we make‘ not de Ordlmryi extraordinary! W Sum Cuisine: ................................................. ..]american
S Hours: ............................... ..Open Every Day II AM

‘ y _ Lite Fare: ................................................. ..til I AM
Seacret Tuna Salad no cans in dis hitchen Credit Cards” _______________________ __A“ Major
Kingston Club tiirheg Gstuff [S)$: lid. .......... .. F 43917 .... ..Moéi:Sr:elSalad great! TESS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Roast Beef de big sandwich Find us and Get Lost at 49th Street in the Bay
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Restaurant Locator Legend
Map Key # Page #

I Captain’s Pizza

2 Hall's Steak 8 Seafood Restaurant .. 1 6-17
3 Pino’s Pizza ...................................... ..2l

4 Bonfire .............................................. ..6
5 Dough Roller .................................... ..l0

6 Reflections ...................................... .23

7 Ocean View American Grille .......... ..20

8 Seacrets Bar 8 Restaurant ............ ..25
9 Embers ............................................ ..l I

I O Harn'son's Harbor Watch ................ ..l 9

I I Angler Restaurant ............................ ..4

I 2 Crab Alley ........................................ ..9

13 Solé Grill/Sky Bar ............................ ..26

14 The Bay Cafe .................................... .5
I 5 Pizza Tugos ...................................... .22

I6 The Wharf Restaurant .................... ..27

I7 Fennigans Irish Pub/48th St. Seafood l8/3
I8 Schooner's Restaurant.................... ..24

I9 Conner's Seafood 8 Fries ................ ..8

20 English’s Family Restaurant ........ .. 12- l3

2! Fager’s Island .............................. .. H-1 5
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Menus:‘From
The Area's
Top Restaurants"““-- -.-_.
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SEACRETS BAR '& RESTAURANT
49TH STREET IN THE BAY

HOUSE SPECIALTY
DRINKS

Pzrin in De /bs layer: of
fiozm mm r'Iz11i1er'd‘

prim (0l1ItlrI. ..
R/1gr'1rg Bull Om/tge

Rum nrixrrl ttt1't.l)

Raging 3111/.
Pin: Ca/in/rt /lfivzm

mixture ofrum, carom/I
C5‘/21'/Irwpp/e. St'1I(l':”!

Srrmcr A r/0/ir/"or/r I/hurl

qf5pin’rlRrr1II, grmm 5“
jrrim. Sting Surimoff
lfzrllrr 0'“ Ting (:1 Irg/J!/rt

err1'[2021a!m' citrus rlrinlt)

Dll‘f_)’BrIl1(1IIr1 Frazm
I//mt! afbmtrz/m L5” (WE

/1'1]/rem, e1'mIz1o'”1'ipe
611/mmtx‘. Rum Rmmer A

fi'u1'{}Ifi'o.:r/1 rum I/Jizzg.
B{gBr11z1loo A

(ambit;/ztiozt ofI/))‘r’£’
so/cw rum: o'”zz Smart

5/ma’ offi1rr'rjm'a*5.

 

Tim mud; to say in

one arlp/ease mil
4105244900 to

spmk to our rrrqzriazrirt
ll’/ID will flII.\'I£'l‘I'

rm} quvsrio/ts.’

15. ' _., 17 Mei

Beginninl
Jerk Cllicltcn De house specialty. Marinated in
our special jerk sauce and coolced perfectly to a
golden brown. Served wit honey mustard. _

Jamaican Fries Big hctping basket Tried golden crisp.
Sprinlded wit spice.

Smoked Tuna Frnh runa. smoked to perfection in
Seacrcfs own kitchen. Sliced and served wit red

onions, capers, and a Diyon sauce.

Fried Oysters Eight succulent oysters deep Fried
and served wit coduail sauce.

Spicy Stained Sllrimp A hallpound to (case, or a
Full pound to fill me belly. Served wir cocktail sauce.

Dotsfs Delight A flavorful blend ol much much
crabmeat mixed wir cream cheese, onion and horseradish

seasoned just right. Servul wit crackers lot drppin'.

Spicy Onion A basket full olicrispy ones
Clams Little Node B-alter’; dozen (13). Get 'um
steamed or raw

Hot Soups
Cram ol Crab Seacrets 0\\‘n...l..0L$a cnbmead!

Maryland Crab Soup Jumbo lump crab mt
tomato and veggies.

Cool Sakai:

House Salad Some mired greens, tomatoes,

cucumbers, onions, carrots. and croutons Just the right
size to start olT lunch or (llJ'|l'KT.

jumbo Salad Same as dc house but more. Add some
peppers, fruit and chose. Add jerk chitlten. chidten
salad, or tuna salad

Wm End Caesar Fresh romaine lettuce uir

Parmesan cheese and aourons. Dressing be on de side.
Mon’ Get it wit: rum sand. Get it wit 2 chicken breast.

Drenin}: Haney Illurmd Pepper /’nn7usan, Hz! Fm

Balmmir, Randi, Glfllt Vtrutigrrflc Feta Uveae Vimigmrz,
Blue Uxae, fltmtmrrd lrlmzlrznd Oil (9 Vinegar.

' .~ In-t‘ ‘
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Dine on the bay-
Island Style!

Live Entertainment

Nightly

 

 
16 Bars

Fruit Platter Watermelon, Cantalope, Grapes,
Honeydew, Pinnpple. Served wit a r:ramy—swcet dip.

Munchie Plate Some \-cgges, some cheme. and
some dip to plrase.

Outta De Or/en

Jamaiun Pina Our basic pina made wit tomatoes.
green onions, sasonings. and both mozzarella and

dreddar theses Your rltoice oftoppirfs bc Pepperoni,
Sausage, Mushroom. Broccoli, Bacon, Onion, Black

Olins, Sweet Peppers, Pinctpple and Jalapeno. jerk
Chidten or Shrimp available

Caribban Qucsadilla style wit jerk
chiclten. salsa. & cheese wnpped in 3 white tortilla shell
baked to perfection and served “it sour Crctm,
guacamole. lettuce and tomato.

Crab Toast A must try item that be fillin' enough
for 2 to share. Piua shell crust topped wir lotsa
u1l)mea(,ClIt6€, and imperial saucc

Clams Casino Topneclrs baked wit butter
(special. olcoursc) 81 topped wit bacon and
mozzarella chest. Take a gamble mt thcse and M n
every time.

Szzndwic/Jes
r1/liattdwie/yer rented mt c/tip: d‘pick./cs on your drone

of/Gzirer, It-/rite, xu/tall, vrgnzi/1 [Ire/rd
Same mrrdu/tHIes am be rm-ed in (I [am earl; Imri/bi

romp ur an :1 bed uflrmrte u/it/; ronm/no,
/zielb &' mzi'l’m instead af/zmul

Cool Runnirfs

Shrimp Salad Sand Only big shrimp here...
large succulent shrimp served on a Kaiser roll and wit
a side of Sacrets own tartar mice.

West End Hoagie Salami. Cappicola, and
Virginia baked ham wit lettuce, tomato, onions.
provolone cheese and a bit of balsamic vinaigrette
senrtl in a sub mll.

Club Sezcrcts Roasted nulzey St uisp bacon wrr
lettuce, tomato. rnatonnaise and cheese on a katser
toll. Ya bet be hungry for dis big 'un.

 

 

(410) 524-4900

  

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Twisted Chicken Salad A Spicy version of
traditional rludten nlad wit BBQ sautz & jalapefios.
Tuna From De Scat Tuna salad mad: From fresh

local (LLI11 No rains here in lamaim, USA.

Roast Bast Big pile ofsucculenr rozsr beefwir
swiss cheese. lettuce, tomato. and onion on a kaiser

roll. Served wit our own special tiger sauce.
Veggie: Rollup Carrot, cucumbers. onions. picltles.
sprouts. lettuce, tomato. cheese and feta cheese
nnaigrerte all wrapped up in a llour tortilla.

Hot Rzmnz'n’s
Tuna Steals Samicla Fresh loul mm fillered and

gdled to your delight. Sened voir pepper parmmn dressing.
Senul as a s:r.nd\\'ich or a platter

De Burger A hallpound olgmund l)(CliCDOl({'d
your way and sent-d on :r kaiser roll.

Dc Dog It's a big 'un. Split and grifled.
Add onions and relish ifyou like.

Spicy Chicken Breast A big 'un, marinated jerk
stile and gnllcd juicy and render.

Jamaican Black bean burger wir peppcrjaclr
dtecsc Served wit guaamole and salsa.

Portobello Samidi Grilled ponobello wit herb
cram clittsc, sprouts and carrots.
Crab Cake Samich Maryland tralxalee made wit
only jumbo lump meat.
Pulled Pork Sand jerry nys dis be it. Mon!
Soonttrbe-fimous ml pulled porl; nnd sened wit
vinegar-based BBQ sauce.

Tmdctloin Sand 6 oz. Tenderloin beef topped
with nutécd red onions cooked to your lilting.

Fried Malai Sand Fresh from the sea.
6 UL olCajun fried mahi served “it Scrcrerk own
DID] SJUCC.

Kids Menu

/‘rim and mmu izmu when to dmngr.
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& EVEY WEDNEDY, THURSDAY, fr A SATURDAY,  
T: EWIE

ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 5PM and 6PM and cover = $5
ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 6PM and 7PM and cover = $6

‘ ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN ‘(PM and 8PM and cove! =. $7 .
{ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 8PM and 9PM and cover = $8

ARRIVE AT SEACRETS BETWEEN 9PM and TOPM and cover = $9 -
ARRIVE AT SEACRETS ANYTIME AFTER 10PM and cover = $10 O_R__LE_S__$_!

Seacrets Bar 5 Restaurant cm, spews Van‘,
]0% off all retail products Mal’ ‘4‘59P- 35: 3°04
"1 3")’ Of 0|" DOWQU9 SW5» After Sep. 26 call for details.
Nnl valid with an other otters. l-lust presentVtlttareceiveo er.
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0.C Seucrem, Inc. v. H0telPlan Italia S.p.A. .u.sme ac.“ suwnv co

Opposition No. 91190886 ' ~' -
Offered by Opposer
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AETCR efrecTS  
FMDC16 Calla

Lotsa chocolate herellk cliuculate lover’s dream.
$3.50

sum care.
Yellow calae dre:::!:ed in Myers

8: Malibu Rum wit butter cream icing.
$3.50

ice citearmn
Seacrets is now serving soft ice cream cones.

We don’t serve it to de table

~ it drip faster than de waitress can run ~
Enjoy your dessert in our courtyard area.

 T eevcmaes
sonas elduice

Coke, Diet Coke. Sp:'i'.'c, Gi:1gc:-Ale. l'::dTea. HotTea.
Coffee,Orange ]uice,Grapefruit juic . Pineapple juice,

Cranberry Juice. 8: Red Bull
(charge for refills)

Akcoflotlta Bevewiqes
lv‘:i‘:4~.-':. Hard Lemonade ,~

Bacardi Silver

STOLICHNAYIK

BlTR[lNl1
90W]&3l'll‘a Db! T3? lMFO?~T$ WlIl€5 brdewr
l‘~‘liller Lize Coors Lite Red Stripe Chardonnay
Coors Lite Yuengling Heineken White Zinfandel
Natural Lite Bud Lite Corona Merlot
Bud Lite Cabernet Sauvignon
Budweiser 1 Pinot Grigio
€)’douls .. . p 43935 -

(non alcoholic) '


