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(I) 

QUESTION PRESENTED 

Section 411(a) of the Copyright Act provides that “no 
civil action for infringement of the copyright in any 
United States work shall be instituted until” either  
(1) “registration of the copyright claim has been made 
in accordance with this title” or (2) “the deposit, appli-
cation, and fee required for registration have been de-
livered to the Copyright Office in proper form and reg-
istration has been refused.”  17 U.S.C. 411(a).  The ques-
tion presented is as follows: 

Whether a copyright owner may commence an in-
fringement suit after delivering the proper deposit, ap-
plication, and fee to the Copyright Office, but before the 
Register of Copyrights has acted on the application for 
registration. 
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