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14 March 2000 §»
Rachid Benhamza, Ph. D. ?}'{g\g 1\
Helsinry Healthcare SA N
P.Q. Box 357 R Vi
6915 Pamnbio-Noranco i
{Lugano} Switzeriand i
Subject  Paloncastron Opgorunity §
Dear Mr. Benhamza:
{ amn wriing in responss {6 your inquiry to Andrew Gengos of 15 February 2000 regarding the
Palonosetion opporiunity. After a comprehensive intemal review, we have conciuded that the program
does not correspond with our current priorities,
Our review of the data reised concams over Palonosetron's potential competitive advantages with
respect to present 5-HT3 products in terme of efficacy and ease of administration {given ity required IV
administration). In addition, we fee! the market potential for a Pelonoesetron product may be limited by
the crowded competitivi arena of 5-HT3 products in acule emesis and the optimism for future NK-1
produsts in delayed emesis.
Though we have reachid a Gecision not to maeve forward at this time, we welcome any thoughts or data
you feel would helg to darify owr thinking surounding these issues.
As yourequested, | am retuming the original configential documents that you submitied to Chiron in
support of our avaluation.
If you bave any questions or would fike lo discuss this fusther, you msy contact me at 510,623 2747
Thank you for the opportunity to evaluate this program.
Best Regards,
Michiael P, Smith
Associate Director, Corporate Developrnent
Encloswres
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