
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE
          GREENEVILLE

                
DENTSPLY INTERNATIONAL,    .  DOCKET NO. CV-2-14-196
INC. AND TULSA DENTAL      . 
PRODUCTS LLC D/B/A TULSA   . 
DENTAL SPECIALTIES,        .                                   
                           .

PLAINTIFFS,           .
.  

VS.              .  GREENEVILLE, TN
.  JUNE 14, 2016                                                             

US ENDODONTICS, LLC,       .  8:57 A.M.
.  VOLUME I

DEFENDANT.            .
.                                 

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

TRANSCRIPT OF MARKMAN HEARING
BEFORE THE HONORABLE J. RONNIE GREER

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
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APPEARANCES:
                                                        

FOR THE PLAINTIFFS:     ROTHWELL, FIGG, ERNST &                
                        MANBECK, P.C.     

             STEVEN LIEBERMAN, ESQ.                                      
                   DEREK F. DAHLGREN, ESQ.

             607 14TH STREET, N.W.
             SUITE 800 
             WASHINGTON, D.C. 2005

             HUNTER, SMITH & DAVIS 
             JIMMIE C. MILLER, ESQ.                                         
             1212 N. EASTMAN RD.
             P.O. BOX 3740
             KINGSPORT, TN 37664

FOR THE DEFENDANT:      PATTERSON BELKNAP WEBB & TYLER LLP
             JEFFREY S. GINSBERG, ESQ.
             ABHISHEK BAPNA, ESQ.
             SHENG LI, ESQ.
             1133 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS
             NEW YORK, NY 10036-6710

             WILSON WORLEY MOORE GAMBLE &
                        STOUT, PC 
                        ROBERT L. ARRINGTON, ESQ.
                        P.O. BOX 88
                        KINGSPORT, TN 37662

COURT REPORTER:         KAREN J. BRADLEY
                        RPR-RMR
                        U.S. COURTHOUSE
                        220 WEST DEPOT STREET
                        GREENEVILLE, TN 37743

PROCEEDINGS RECORDED BY MECHANICAL STENOGRAPHY, TRANSCRIPT 
PRODUCED BY COMPUTER.
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Q. IS THE HANDLE SECURELY AFFIXED TO THE SHANK?  

A. I'M ASSUMING THAT IT IS.  

Q. IT'S DESIGNED SO THAT IT WOULD NOT COME OFF DURING 

THE ROOT CANAL PROCEDURE; CORRECT?  

A. I'M ASSUMING IT IS.  

Q. THERE'S STANDARDS THAT ACTUALLY APPLY TO ROOT CANAL 

INSTRUMENTS, INCLUDING WHETHER OR NOT A HANDLE CAN EASILY 

COME OFF; CORRECT?  

A. THAT IS CORRECT.  

Q. IF THE HANDLE CAME OFF AND YOU WERE USING THIS IN 

CONNECTION WITH AN ENGINE-DRIVEN INSTRUMENT, YOU WOULD 

HAVE TO STOP THE PROCEDURE; CORRECT?  

A. IF YOU WERE USING A ROTARY INSTRUMENT, YOU WOULD 

HAVE TO STOP.  

Q. I BELIEVE DURING YOUR DEPOSITION IN ALL OF YOUR 

THOUSANDS OF ENDODONTIC PROCEDURES, THE HANDLE ONLY CAME 

OFF A COUPLE OF TIMES; CORRECT?  

A. THAT IS CORRECT.  

Q. AND YOU HAD TO STOP AND GET A NEW INSTRUMENT THAT 

INCLUDED A HANDLE AND A SHANK; CORRECT?  

A. THAT WOULD BE CORRECT.  

Q. AND YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT THAT HANDLE IS MADE OF; 

CORRECT?  

A. WHICH HANDLE?  

Q. THE HANDLE ON THE PROTAPER FILE IN FRONT OF YOU.  
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A. I CAN CATEGORIZE IT AS METAL.  

Q. IF YOU HEAT TREATED THAT AT 400 DEGREES CELSIUS, 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO IT?  WOULD IT COMPLETELY EVAPORATE?  

A. NO.  

Q. WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO IT?  

A. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT'S SWEDGED ON OR GLUED ON, 

BUT IT WOULD COME OFF.  

Q. DO YOU KNOW HOW IT'S SECURED?  

A. I DO NOT.  

Q. AND YOU CAN'T PULL THAT HANDLE OFF; CORRECT?  IT'S 

AFFIXED TO THE SHANK?  

A. OH, I COULD PULL IT OFF; NOT, NOT HERE, NOT IN THESE 

SITUATIONS; BUT, SURE, I COULD PULL IT OFF.  

Q. HOW WOULD YOU PULL IT OFF?  

A. I MEAN, I'D PUT IT IN A PULL TEST.  

Q. SO YOU WOULD PUT IT IN A VICE AND THEN HAVE THE -- 

A. THERE'S A, THERE'S A STANDARD FOR IT, 3630-1.  

Q. BECAUSE THE FILES ARE DESIGNED SO THAT THAT HANDLE 

DOES NOT COME OFF DURING A ROOT CANAL PROCEDURE; 

CORRECT?  

A. DURING NORMAL OPERATIONS THE HANDLE IS NOT SUPPOSED 

TO COME OFF, THAT'S CORRECT.  

Q. NOW, TO DATE I BELIEVE YOU MENTIONED THAT DENTSPLY 

HAS PAID YOU JUST A LITTLE BIT OVER $1,000,000 IN 

ROYALTIES; IS THAT CORRECT?  
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A. I BELIEVE I SAID THAT.  

Q. DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE EXACT NUMBER OF ROYALTIES IS 

THAT YOU HAVE BEEN PAID TO DATE?  

A. I DO NOT.  

Q. WHEN IS THE LAST TIME YOU LOOKED THAT UP?  

A. I DIDN'T LOOK IT UP.  

Q. THEN WHAT ARE YOU BASING ON -- HOW DID YOU DETERMINE 

THAT YOU'VE BEEN PAID OVER $1,000,000?  

A. USUALLY MY WIFE TELLS ME.  

Q. THERE'S A DOCUMENT THAT WAS PRODUCED ON THE EVE OF 

YOUR DEPOSITION ALONG WITH THOUSANDS OF OTHER DOCUMENTS 

THAT WE DIDN'T HAVE A CHANCE TO REVIEW IT.  LET ME JUST 

PUT THIS UP ON THE SCREEN HERE.  DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS 

DOCUMENT, DR. LUEBKE?  IT'S BEEN MARKED LUEBKE, IT'S BEEN 

MARKED WITH INTRODUCTION OF LUEBKE 000267.  

A. YES.  

Q. WHAT IS THIS DOCUMENT?  

A. WHAT IS IT?  

Q. YES.  

A. IT SAYS, DENTSPLY PAYMENTS.  

Q. DOES THIS REFLECT THE PAYMENTS THAT DENTSPLY HAS 

MADE TO YOU OR YOUR COMPANY SO FAR?  

A. I, I, I WOULD GUESS SO.  

Q. AND I DID THE MATH, IT'S CLOSE TO $1,400,000.  DO 

YOU AGREE WITH THAT MATH?  THAT WOULD INCLUDE THE SIGNING 

114

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
	� Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

	� Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
	� With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

	� Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
	� Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

	� Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


