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SUITE 2040 Endodontic instruments for use in performing root canal 
MILWAUKEE’ WI 53202-4497 (Us) therapy on a tooth are disclosed. In one form, the instru 

_ ments include an elongate shank having a cutting edge 
(21) Appl' NO" 11/628’933 extending from a distal end of the shank along an axial 

. _ length of the shank. The shank comprises a titanium alloy, 
(22) PCT Flled' Jun' 7’ 2005 and the shank is prepared by heat-treating the shank at a 

_ temperature above 250 C. in an atmosphere consisting 
86 PCTN .. PCT/US05/19947 

( ) O essentially of a gas unreactive With the shank. In another 
§ 371(c)(1) form, the endodontic instruments have an elongate shank 
(2) (4) Dat’e: Dec_ 7, 2006 having a cutting edge extending from a distal end of the 

’ shank along an axial length of the shank. The shank consists 
Related U_s_ Application Data essentially of a titanium alloy selected from alpha-titanium 

alloys, beta-titanium alloys, and alpha-beta-titanium alloys. 
(60) Provisional application No. 60/578,091, ?led on Jun. The instruments Solve the problems encountered When 

8, 2004. cleaning and enlarging a curved root canal. 
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