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(57) ABSTRACT

A network-computer-based personal contact manager sys-
tem is disclosed wherein users of networked clients maintain

and update a set of user information which is stored in a
relational database on a networked server. The personal
contact manager system allows each user to specify on an
individual basis which of their contacts are permitted to
access respective datumsof their user information. In some
cases, and assuming permission is granted, the system will
issue notifications (e.g., by e-mail) to a user’s contacts when
the user changes his information or when a preset event,
such as a birthday, as defined by the user, is to occur. The
system also allows users to find contacts based on common
group affiliations and notifies users when there are coinci-
dences in their data (e.g., travel plans, astrological
compatibility). The personal contact manager system sup-
ports the retrieval of information on the contacts of contacts,
assuming such as permission has been granted by the
contacts and their contacts, and can also be used to syn-
chronize the server database with a PIM databaseof the user

and any contacts of the user whoe have the appropriate
permissions.

16 Claims, 14 Drawing Sheets
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