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Correspondence Address: z
TOWNSEND AND TOWNSEND AND CREW, a) ABSTRACT
LLP

retineonRe CENTER According to one embodiment of the invention, a free
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111-3834 (US) preview of a program can be provided to client computers in

, a multicasting system. This can allow viewers in the mul-

(73) Assignee: General Instrument, Inc., Horsham, PA ticasting system to viewafirst portion of the program before
deciding whetherto order the program content. According to

(21) Appl. No.: 10/007,120 another embodiment, various distribution methods can be

— accomplished using encryption keys to distribute program
(22) Filed: Oct. 26, 2001 content. According to yet another embodiment, an initial

Related U.S. Application Data viewing period can be provided to allow negotiation of the
encryption keys. According to another embodiment, rules

(60) Provisional application No. 60/243,925,filed on Oct. and conditions for providing content in a multicasting envi-
26, 2000.
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