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57 ABSTRACT 

A system for implementing a pop-up help system for a 
computer graphical user interface is disclosed. In a departure 
from the art, the pop-up help system provides help infor 
mation on graphical display elements (GDEs), such as icons 
and text instructions, in the form of a help window that is not 
character or format limited and that is displayed when the 
associated GDE is selected. The pop-up help system also 
allows direct access to additional help information and 
provides for the display of graphics and the execution of 
multimedia objects. The pop-up help system comprises a 
GDE (a "help window"), which is displayed when the mouse 
pointer is moved over a GDE associated therewith. The help 
window comprises information regarding the associated 
GDE and may comprise multimedia objects or user activated 
buttons for accessing additional help information or for 
performing other actions. The help window is displayed 
until the neither the help window or GDE are selected and 
a user-specified time period has elapsed. 

30 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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