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11/21/23, 12:23 PM Wall crumbling between TVs and computers

Yahoo! and Intel announced in August they were working together on a "Widget Channel" for
televisions.

Major television makers are using the CES gathering this week to debut televisions embedded with
the Intel-Yahoo! technology.

"This isn't a television partner dipping their toe in the water," Mast said. "Weare talking about
millions of units. Samsungalone will be selling them in 13 countries."

Yahoo! and Intel on Wednesday madeavailable a "Widget DevelopmentKit" for software
engineers, gadget makersandothersin the industry to use to create enticing TV mini-programs.

"Yahoo! has combined key attributes of the internet, including openness, community, and
personalisation, with the powerof television," said Patrick Barry, vice-president, Connected TV,
Yahoo!.

"By creating this revolutionary new internet experience, and combining our technology with the
global distribution of major consumerelectronics partners, we enable consumersto access the
relevant information and content to enhancetheir television watching experience."

Barry joined Samsung executives at a newsconferenceextolling a new line of televisions that act
increasingly like computers.

"We hopeto bring someofthe values inherent in the consumerinternet to the TV domain," Barry
said.

"We think this will make TV bigger, better and more exciting than everbefore."

The mergingof television and the internet is shaping up as a major theme of the annualCES,
which opens on Thursday.

Panasonic is showingoffViera brand televisions that let viewers watchfilms or television shows
on-demandfrom major online store Amazon.

LG Electronics unveiled high-definition sets linked to Yahoo video, YouTubeas well as the US
online movie rental service Netflix.

"For more than 60 years TV has been the centre of family entertainment," Microsoft chief
executive Steve Ballmersaid while discussing the future of the consumerelectronics industry
during a CES keynote presentation late Wednesday.

"Over the next several years we will see TVs become more sophisticated and more connected. The
boundary betweenthe PC and the TV will dissolve.

Yahoo's starring role in making televisions "smarter" puts a shine on a veteran internetfirm that's
image and stock price has been battered by a contentious takeoverbid by Microsoft and daunting
competition from Google.
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