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[57] ABSTRACT

A lighting device in which the vehicle advancing direction
at which a driver aims is predicted, and the irradiating
direction and irradiating range of a lighting device are
controlled by comparing the result of the prediction to the
information of the profile of a road on which the vehicle is
running at present. The lighting device (1) includes a road
profile calculating device (2) for finding an advancing
direction of the vehicle in the case where the vehicle

advances along a road on which the vehicle is running at
present, in accordance with the map information including
the road profile and the present position information of the
vehicle; and a vehicle advancing direction predicting device
(3) for predicting an advancing direction of the vehicle
intended bya driver, by an operation signal given by the
driver or detection information of the vehicle runningstate.
The irradiation controller device (4) compares the direction
data of the road profile calculating device (2) with the
direction data of the vehicle advancing direction predicting
device (3), the irradiation control of the lighting device (5)
is conducted by the road profile in accordance with the
direction data of the road profile calculating device (2) when
a difference between them is in an allowable range, and the
irradiation control ofthe lighting device (5) is conducted by
the direction data of the vehicle advancing direction pre-
dicting device (3) when the difference between them is out
of the allowable range.

10 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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