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[57] ABSTRACT 

An operating system shell provides a graphical user inter­
face having a windowing environment with a desktop. The 
shell synthesizes a hypertext page for display as the desktop 
in the graphical user interface. The hypertext page has an 
embedded software object which provides graphical icon­
oriented and menu-driven user interface elements for acti­
vating operating system services in the displayed hypertext 
page. The shell also provides windowed hypertext pages for 
managing file system folders. The shell synthesizes the 
hypertext pages from templates which can be edited to 
incorporate a variety of multi-media enhancements with the 
user interface elements in the graphical user interface. 
Templates can be associated with specific folders in the file 
system to provide folder specific hypertext pages integrated 
with user interface elements for managing the folder. 
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