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[57] ABSTRACT

Conduits having the electric wiring for supplying
powerto lighting fixtures in an area classified as hazard-
ous by reason of the presence of potentially explosive
dust, vapor or gas have unobstructed interior passages
for conveying nonexplosive gas under pressure from
outside the hazardous area to each fixture. The pressure
of gas in the conduit network can be monitored auto-
matically and control mechanism can be provided to
shutoff the supply ofelectric powerto thefixtures if the
pressure falls below a predetermined pressure or a dan-
gerous over-pressure condition occurs. At each fixture,
the nonexplosive gas can be discharged along the face
of the transparent fixture lens and/or along an exterior
surface of the fixture housing to prevent build-up of
potentially explosive agents and to cool the housing.
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