N 50 0 O 0
US005737560A |

United States Patent [ (111 Patent Number: 5,737,560
Yohanan 451 Date of Patent: Apr. 7, 1998
[54] GRAPHICAL METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR http://atom.co.jp/VOYAGER/WebTools/WebPin/WebPin-

ACCESSING INFORMATION ON A
COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK

[75]1 Inventor: Steven J. Yohanan, San Francisco,
Calif.
[73] Assignee: Silicon Graphics, Inc., Mountain View,
[21] Appl. No.: 580,742
[22] Filed: Dec. 29, 1995
[S1} Imt. CLS GOGF 3/00
[52] U.S.CL 395/349; 395/329
[58] Field of Search 3957349, 329
[561 References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
5,021,976 6/1991 Wexelblat et al. ....occoreenvevenenenn 364/521
5295244 3/1994 Devetal ..evccrreerncncrnanenn 395/161

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Spitz, R.J. et al, “Calalina Marketting Corporation —Com-
pany Report,” William Blair & Company; ILL, 15 May
1996.

Painter, L., “Microsoft Corporation —~Company Report,”
Merrill Lynch Capital Markels, NY, 12 Mar. 1996.
Kiggen, I., et al, “History And Dynamics of Internet ~Indus-
try Report.” Prudential Securities, Inc. N.Y. 8 Dec. *95.
http:/fwww.Whollymac.com/ , Wholly Mac Sofiware Home
Page, Sep. 1995, pp. 1-6.
http:/fwww.ffg.com/gnwin2.html, ForeFront: GrabNet V2.0
for Windows 3.1, Feb. 2, 1996, pp. 1-2.

Maker-E.html, WebPinProject, Jan. 29, 1996, pp. 1-3.

http://home.netscape,com/newsref/pr/newsrelease30.html,
Netscape Press Release, Jan. 29, 1996, pp. 1-2.

Electronic Mail Message from wollymac @aol.com, Feb. 2,
1996, 1 page.

Microsoft Windows® 95 Operating Manual (excerpt), ©
1981-1995 Microsoft Corporation, pp. 39 and 58.

Microsoft Windows® Press Release, PR Newswire, Aug. 24,
1995, 3 pages.

Primary Examiner—Raymond J. Bayerl

Assistant Examiner—A. Katbab

Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox,
plic

571 ABSTRACT

A system and computer-based method for permitting a
computer system to access a network location using a
browser application by activating a desktop icon. The sys-
tem comprises a first computer readable program code
means for causing the computer system to display a desktop
icon associated with a file containing a network address
corresponding to the network location. When the desktop
icon is activated, a second computer usable program code
means causes the computer to launch an instance of a
browser application or a new window for a currently execut-
ing browser application and a third computer usable pro-
gram code means causes the computer system to pass the
network address to the browser application. thereby access-
ing the network location.

19 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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