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2/20/24, 3:26 PM Introduction to Active ChannelTechnology(Internet Explorer) | Microsoft Learn

Offline browsing enables users to view Web pagesfrom the cache, a local repository

of files gathered from the Web, through normal browsing and through the delivery of

content subscriptions.

Users can choose to workoffline by selecting Work Offline from the File menu in

Internet Explorer 4.0 and later. When the Work Offline menu item is selected, the

system enters a global offline state, independent of any network connection, and

contentis read exclusively from the cache.If specified content is not available locally,

WindowsInternet Explorer asks users if they want to go online to view the content or

continue working offline.

Channels are not the only offline implementation for CDF files. For information about

the "smart" offline Favorites feature in Microsoft Internet Explorer 5 andlater, see

Enhancing Offline Favorites.

Site crawling

Site crawling is the process of a browser proceeding through thefollowing steps:

1. Retrieve an HTML page.

2. Store that page locally on a user's computer.

3. Find the links (anchors) in the page.

4. Repeat the process from step 1 for each link to an HTML page.

5. Stop the above process whenthe browserhasrun outoflinks to follow, or when

the process has repeated enough times based on somecriteria.

6. Retrieve the actual content for each link to a non-HTML document, such as an

imagefile or a textfile.

Webcasting

Webcasting refers to technologies that enable Web publishers to broadcast content

to their users on a regular schedule, muchlike television and radio programs do. Web

developers can deliver content directly to users on a regular schedule by "pushing"

the content to them through a channel.

Push is a misnomer. It should more aptly be called "scheduled pull." User's browsers

are actually "pulling" the content from the Web.The difference between Webcasting

and the traditional way users pull content from the Webis that once they subscribe to

the channel, they don't have to navigate back to the site to obtain updates.

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/previous-versions/windows/internet-explorer/ie-developer/platform-apis/aa768023(v=vs.85) 3/7
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