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Quarnero

qual?ta or quantum mechanics. [1915-20; quanT(UM) +
-AL

quan-tic (kwon’tik), n. Math. a rational, integral, ho-
mogeneous function of two or more variables. [1850-55;
< L quant{us) how much + -1c]

Quan-ti-=co (kwon’ti kd/), n. a U.S. Marine Corps base
and ‘development and education command in Vir-
ginia, NE of Fredericksburg on the Potomac River.

# Mmg 9, to get authority, license, poweér, étc.,
alfilling required conditions, taking an oath, etc.
?port& to demonstrate the required ability in an ini-
B eliminary contest: He qualified in the trials.

fre a rifle or pistol on a target range for a score
_nough to achieve a rating of marksman, sharp-
+ or expert. 12. Mil. to pass a practical test in
€T ©43. Law. to perform the actions necessary to
jegal power or capacity: By filing a bond and .
he quali as executor. [1525-35; < ML
iv. to L qual(is) of what sort + -ificare

=8

‘quanetisfiser (kwon’ts fi‘ar), n. 1. Logi
re, OTL -+ -ificar sion, as “ali” or “some,” that indicates the quantity of a
| —aual: -fl.ca-to-ry (kwol/o fi ke tdr/re, -to1/8), proposition. Cf. existential quantifier, universal quan-
' __quaVlfy/ing-ly; adv. " . - tifler. 2. a word, esp. a modifier, that indicates the
. 1. fit, suit, adapt, prepare, equip. 2. narrow, quantity of something. [1875-80; QUANTIFY + -ER']
+ See modify. 4. meliorate, soften, temper, re- ti ” * - e
E e 8. designate, Jabel. quan-ti-fy (kwon’to fv), v.t, -fled, -fy+ing. 1. to de-
&d» B s il . iy B termine, indicate, or express the quantity of. 2. Logic.
Wﬂ-ﬁ\[ﬁ (kwol’i ta’tiv), adj. pertaining to or 1o make explicit the quantity of (a proposition). - 3. to
wraed with quality or qualities.- [1600-10; < LL | give quantity to (something regarded as having only
tivus, equiv. 'gquahtat- (8. of qualitas) QUALITY ° quality). [183040; < ML gquantificare, equiv. to L
. juus -1VE] —quali-ta’tive-ly, adv. . quant(us) how much 4 -ificare -1FY] —quan’/ti-fi/.
siitative anal’ysis, Chem. the analysis of’a sub- a-ble, adj. —quan/ti-fi’a-bly, adv. —quan/ti-fi-ca’/-
“ie in order to ascertain the nature of its chemical - tion, n.
wtituents. Cf. quantitative analysis. [1835-45] quanstile (kwon’til, -til), 7. Statistics. one of the class
wlibty (kwol’i té), n., pl -tles, adj. —n. 1. an es- of valugs of a variate that divides the total frequency of
a sample or population into a given number of equal pro- -

THYE
s an oath

al or distinctive characteristic, property, or attrib-
L. the chemical qualities of alcohol. 2. character or rtigns. Cf. decile, percentile, quartile, quintile.
\iure, a8 belonging to or distinguishing a thing: the [1935-40; quaNT(TY) + -ile n. suffix, on the model of
.g[w of a sound. 3. character with respect to fineness, PERCENTILE] 5 ]
f grade of excellence: food of poor quality; silks of fine quamstistate (kwon’ti tav), v.t, -tat-ed, -tating. to
ity. 4. high ?‘ﬂ e; superiority; excellence: wood getermine the quantity of, esp. with precision. [1955+60;

of guahty. . a personality or character trait: QUANTIT(Y) + -ATE'] —quan/ti-ta’tion, n. , .

1. that is or

ess is one of her many good qualities. 6. native
sllence or superiority. 7. an accomplishment or at-
ment. 8. good or high social position: a man of
wality. 9. the superiority or distinction associated with
 social position. 10. Acoustics. the texture of a tone,
stident on its overtone content, that distinfuishe's it
‘others of the same pitch and loudness. 11. Phonet. ,
tonal color, or timbre, that characterizes a particular
awel sound. 12. Logic. the character of a proposition
firmative or negative. 13. Thermodynam. t.
o0 i iqui tive-ly.
as wet steam. 14. social status or position. 15.a ness, n.
of lu%h social position: He’s quality, that one is. quan/titative anal’ysis, Chem. the analysis of a.
#ij. 16. of or having superior quality: quality paper. syl 1ce to determine the amounts and proportions of
7. producing or providing products or services of high its rhemical constituents. Cf. qualitative analysis.
R e e i O N (104650
8 a quall amzily. . marke a F3 = =
" “E‘ ated expendituge oftyinvolvgment, c:ncem, Ym- quan/titative genetl_lcs. See population genetics.
itment: Counselors are urging that working lfar— quan/titative inher/itance, Genetics. the process
ildren. - in which the additive action of numerous genes results in
a trait, as height, showing continuous variability. Cf. po-
lygenic inheritance. [1925-30]
quan-tisty (kwon”ti t8), n., pl. -ties. 1. a particular or
indefinite amount of anything: a small quantity of milk;
the ocean’s vast quantity of fish. 2. an exact or specified
amount or measure: Mix the ingredients in the quanti-
ties called for. 3. a considerable or great amount: o ex-
tract ore in quantity. 4. Math. a. the property of mag-
nitude involving comparability with other magnitudes.
b. something having magnitude, or size, extent, amount,
or the like. ¢. ma%x])itude, size, volume, area, or length.
5. Music. the length or duration of a note. 6. Logic. the
character of a proposition as singular, universal, particu-
lar, or mixed, according to the presence or absence of
certain kinds of quantifiers. 7. that amount, degree,
ete., in terms of which another is greater or lesser. ‘8.
Pros., Phonet. the relative duration or length of a sound
ar a syllable, with resﬁct to the time spent in pronounc-
ix}g it; length. 9. w. the nature of an estate as
affected by its duration in time. [1250-1300; ME quan-
tite < OF < L quantitas, equiv. to guant(us) how much
+ -itdas -ITY]
quan-tize (kwon’tiz), v.t, -tized, -tizsing. 1. Math.,
Physics. to restrict (a variable quantity) to discrete val-
ues rather than to a continuous set of values. 2. Physics.
to change the description of (a physical system) from
classical to gquantum-mechanical, usually resulting in
discrete values for observable guantities, as energy or
“angular momentum. Also, esp. Brit, quan’/tise. [1920-
25; QquaNnT(UM) + -12E] —quan/ti-za’tion, n.
quan-tong (kwon’tong’), n. quandong.
uanetrill (kwon’tril), n. Willlam Clarke,
nfederate guerrilla leader. -
quan-tum (kwon’tem), n., pl. -ta (-ta), adj. —n. 1.
quantity or amount: the least quantum of evidence. 2. a
partici amount. 3. a share or portion. 4. a large
e ey quantity; bulk. 5. Physics. a. the smallest quantity of
i 88, misgiving: a sudden qualm about the success radiant energy, equal to Planck’s constant times the fre-
A Orvglrll!tlure. 3. a sudden sensation or onset of faint- g of the iated radiation. b. the fund tal
I 1liness, esp. of nausea. [1520-30; orig. uncert.] unit of a quantized physical magnitude, as angular mo-
E.,' Meish (kwi’mish, kwb”-) adj. 1.tending to have, mentum.- i, 6. sudden and significant: a quantum
tagw s I 2. nai us; na ted. 3. of the increase in productivity. [1610-20; n. use of neut. of L
sy p.° Jualm. 4. likely to cause qualms. [1540-50; gquantus how much]
R ISH 1 —qualm’ish-ly, adv. —qualnvish- quan/tum chem’istry, the application of quantum
“'M~$sh : - hanics to the study of chemical phenomena.

quan-ti-ta-tive (kwon’ti ta‘tiv), adj.
may be estimated by guantity. 2. of or pertaining to the
describing or measuring of quantity. 3. of or pertaining
to asmetrical system, as that of classical verse, based on
the alternation of long and short, rather than accented
and unaccented, syllables. 4. of or pertaining to the
length of a spoken vowel or consonant. {1575-85; < ML
quantitativus, equiv. to L guantitat- (s. of gquantitas)
QUANTITY + -ifvus -IVE] —quan/ti-ta‘tive-ly, quan’ti-
adv. —quan/ti-ta‘tive-ness, quan’/ti-tive-

a1s try to spend more quality time with their chi

-1300; ME qugolite < OF < L qualitas, equiv. to
4 ) of what sort + -itas -11v] —quaVi-ty-less, adj.
=Syn. 1. trait, character, feature. QUALITY, ATTRIBUTE,
MOPERTY agree in meaning a particular characteristic (of
. n or thing). A QUALITY is a characteristic, innate
¥ icquired, that, in some particular, determines the na-
(e and behavior of a person or thing: naturalness as a
mﬂﬁ, the quality of meat. An ATTRIBUTE was originally
\quality attributed, usually to a person or something
#rsonified; more recently it has meant a fundamental or
anate characteristic: an attribute of God; attributes of a
Wl mind, PROPERTY applies only to things; it means a

Haracteristic belonging specifically in the constitution
kot found (invariably) in, the behavior of a thing: phys-
il properties of uranium or of limestone. 3. nature,
l'; i e, sort, condition.
Jal/ity cir’cle, a group of workers performing simi-
2 duties who meet periogically to discuss work-related
blems, offer suggestions for improved production or
luct quality, etc. [1975-80]
l’ 'ty control/, a system for verifying and main-
ming a desired level of quality in a product or process
. | planning, use of pfoper equipment, continued
SPection, and corrective action as required. [1930-35}
Halisty-of-life (kwol/i t5 ov 1if?), adj. affecting the
Uty of urban life: such quali&of—li e crimes as fare-
Asft,ng and graffiti writing. [1940-45
“@',lty Pa’perback. Sce trade paperback.
“:"’:tt; POI'nt’, Educ! See grade point
o Y point’ av/erage, Educ. Se ade point
Em-. {970.75) & = A

c.hl:'ty time’, time devoted exclusively. to nurturing
> Tished person or activity.. [1985-90]

;c;“ (kwim, kwém), n. 1. an uneasy feelilz}g or pang
,nlclenm as to conduct; compunction: He has no
eims aboyt lying. 2. a sudden feeling of apprehensive

1837-65,

mech

(kwom/ash, kws mash’), n. camass. quan’/tum chromodyriam’ics, Physics. a quantum

@min (kwidsmi name fi turd field theory that describes quarks and gluons and their
E tnder day m“z&_n;u;,mé&:i:‘% (kw;ei,::é)s.a Ry interactions, with the color of the quarks playing a role
g&,-nah‘ (kwi’ng), n. (Quanah Parker), 18457-1911 analogous to that of electric charge. Abbr.: Also
®manche leader. T = »  called chromodynamics. Cf. color (def. 18). [1975-80]

an-da. = _ ; g quan’/tum electrodynam’ics, Physics. the quan-

JeKty o (oo, o) (oL TIOR8 atate of “cum feld theory that deals with the cloctromagnetie
fig) " Perh. fancifully < L. quand (o) when + -aré inf. ey, “adies ibteraction with electrons and positrons.

quan/tum field” the/ory, Ph{lsics. any theory in

Syn Ses o
e Predicament. :
which fields are treated by the methods of quantum me-

n-dOng (I ; . %
won’dong’), n. 1. an Australian tree o isti
tSanyg - D ! n, B ~ »  chanics; each field can then be regarded as consisting of
e seedfzc; minatus, bearing a fruit with an edible, nut- particles of a particular kind, which may be created and
- the fruit, or the seed or nut. Also, quan/s ;. oo g [1945-50]

7%, quantong. [1830-40; < Wiradjuri guwandhag|
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1_Physice _an shriunt tranaition of

anan/tum_iumn/_

ic. an expres-

mechanics of atoms, molecules, and other physical sys-
tems that are subject to the uncertainty principle. Abbr.:
QM Cf. nonrelativistic quantum mechanics, relativis-
tic quantum mechanics. [1920-25] -—quan/tum-me-
chan/i-cal, adj.

quan/tum num/ber, Physics. 1. any integer or half

“of an odd integer that distinguishes one of the discrete
states of a quantum-mechanical system. 2. any number
that distinguishes among different members of a family
of elementary particles. [1915-20]

quan/tum op/tics, the branch of optics dealing with
light as a stream of photons, each possessing a quantum
of energy proportional to the frequency of light when it
is considered as a wave motion. )

quan’/tum state’/, Physics. the condition in which a
physical system exists, usually described by a wave func-
tion or a set of quantum numbers. [1920-25]
quan’/tum statis’tics, Physics, Chem. the branch of
statistical mechanics that incorporates quantum me-
chanics, Cf. Bose-Einstein statistics, Fermi-Dirac sta-
tistics, statistical mechanics. [1930-35]

quan-tum suffi-cit (kwin/tSom soof’i kit; Eng.
kwon’tem suf’s sit), Latin. as much as suffices;
enough.

quan/tum the/ory, Physics. 1. any theory predating
quantum mechanics that encompassed Planck’s radiation
formula and a scheme for obtaining. discrete energy
states for atoms, as Bohr theory. 2. any theory that

; ireats certain phenomena by the methods of guantum

mechanics: a quantum theory of gravitation. [1810-15]

Quantz (kvints), n. Jochann Jo-a-chim (y5/hén yo/i-
KHim), 1697-1773, German flutist and composer:
teacher of Frederick the Great.

Quan-zhou (chwiin’/ja’), n. Pinyin. a seaport in SE
Fujian province, in SE China, on Taiwan Strait. 130,000.
Also, Chuanchow. Formerly, Tsinkiang.

Qua+o (kwi’d), n. a male day name for Thursday. See
under day name.

Qua-paw (kwd’pd’), n., pl. -paws, (esp. collectively)
paw for 1. 1. a member-of a North American Indian
people formerly of Arkansas, now living mostly in
northeastern Oklahoma. 2. the Siouan language of the
Quapaw: -

qua-qua-ver-sal (kwa’kwe vir’ssl), adj. -(of a geolog-
ical formation) %lgging downward from the center in all
directions. [1720-30; < L quaqua vers(us} lit., whereso-
ever turned, turned everywhere + -aAL'] —qua‘qua-
ver/sal-ly, adv.

quar., 1. quarter. 2. quarterly.
quar-an-tine ' (kwor/en tén/, kwor’/-, kwér/an- ten’,
kwor’-), n., v., -tined, -tin-ing. —n. 1. a strict isolation
imposed to prevent the spread of disease. 2. a period,
originally 40xdays, of detention or isolation imposed upon
ships, persons, animals, or plants on arrival at a port or
place, when suspected of carrying some infectious or
contagious disease. 3. a system of measures maintained
by governmental authority at ports, frontiers, etc., for
preventing the spread of disease. 4. the branch of the
governmental service concerned with such measures. 5.
a place or station at which such measures. are carried
out, as a special port or dock where ships are detained.
6. the detention or isolation enforced. 7. the place, esp.
a hospital, where people are detained. 8. a period of 40
days. 9. social, political, or economic isolation imposed

as a punishment, as in ostracizing an individual or en-

forcing sanctions against a foreign state. —uv.t. 10. to
put in or subject to quarantine. 11. to exclude, detain,

or igolate for political, social, or hygienic reasons. [1600-
10; < It quarantina, var. of quarantena, orig. Upper It

(Venetian): period of forty days, group of forty, deriv. of
quaranta forty << L gquadraginta] -—quar/anstin/a.
ble, adj. —quar/an-tin‘er, n.

quar’/antine an’/chorage,
awaiting a pratique.
quar’antine flag/, Naut. a
the letter @ in the Internation
by itself to signify that a ship has no disease on board
and requests. a pratique, or flown with another flag to
signify that there is disease on board ship. Also called
yellow flag. [1870-75]
quark (kwoérk, kwirk), n. Physics. any of the hypothet-
ical particles with sgin %, baryon number Y, and electric
charge s or —% that, together with their antiparticles,
- are believed to constitute all the elementary particles
. classed as baryons and mesons; they are distinguished by
their flavors, designated as up (u), down (d), strange (s),
charm (c), bottom or beauty (b), and top or truth (t),"and
their colors, red, green, and blue. Cf. color (def. 18),
flavor (def. 5), quantum chromodynamics, quark
model. [coined in 1963 by U.S. physicist Murray Gell-
Mann (b. 1929), who assaciated it with a word in Joyce's
Finnegans Wake, read variously as E quark croak and G
Quark curd, (slang) rubbish, tripe]
quark’ mod/el, Physics. a scheme that explains the
quantum numbers of all the baryons and mesons by as-
suming that baryons are composed of three quarks and
mesons of a quark and an antiquark, with different com-
binations of quark and antiquark flavors giving different
sets of quantum numbers.-
quar-ko-nl-um (kwér k6’né am, kwiir-), n. Physics. a
meson composed of a quark and an antiquark of the
same flavor. [1975-80; QUArRK + -ON' + -IuM, on the
model of posiTRONIUM and similarly named particles]
uarles (kwoérlz, kwirlz), n, Francis, 1592-1644, Eng-
ish poet.
uar-ne-ro (It. kwir ne’ro), n. Gulf of, an arm of the
driatic Sea, in NW Yugoslavia.

an anchorage .for ships

ellow flag, designating
Code of Signals: flown
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