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Abstract

This document describes techniques for authoring accessible Hypertext Markup
Language (HTML) content (refer to HTML 4.01 [p. 54] ). This document is
intended to help authors of Web content who wish to claim conformance to "Web
Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0" (WCAG10] [p. 54] ). While the techniques in
this document should help people author HTML that conforms to "Web Content
Accessibility Guidelines 1.0", these techniques are neither guarantees of
conformance nor the only way an author might produce conforming content.

This document is part of a series of documents about techniques for authoring
accessible Web content. For information about the other documents in the series,
please refer to "Techniques for Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0"
[WCAG10-TECHS]|[p. 54] .

Note: This document contains a number of examples that illustrate accessible
solutions in CSS but also deprecated examples that illustrate what content
developers should not do. The deprecated examples are highlighted and readers
should approach them with caution -- they are meant for illustrative purposes only.
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Status of this document

This version has been published to correct some broken links in the previous
version.

The 6 November 2000 version of this document is a Note in a series of Notes
produced and endorsed by the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines Working Group|
(WCAG WG). This Note has not been reviewed or endorsed by W3C Members. The
series of documents supersedes the single document|5 May 1999 W3C Note|
[Techniques for Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0l The topics from the earlier
document have been separated into technology-specific documents that may evolve
independently. Smaller technology-specific documents allow authors to focus on a
particular technology.

While the "Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0" Recommendation
[p. 54] is a stable document, this series of companion documents is
expected to evolve as technologies change and content developers discover more
effective techniques for designing accessible Web content.

The |history of changes to the series of documents|as well as the [list of open and|
[closed issueg are available. Readers are encouraged to comment on the document

and propose resolutions to current issues. Please send detailed comments on this
document to the Working Group at w3c-wai-gl@wa3.org; [public archives|are
available.

The English version of this specification is the only normative version.
[of this document| may be available.

The list of known errors in this document is available at['Errata in Web Content|
[Accessibility Guidelines|" Please report errors in this document to
wai-wcag-editor@wa3.org.

The |[Web Accessibllity Initiative (WAI) of the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C)
makes available a variety of resources on Web accessibility. WAI Accessibility
Guidelines are produced as part of the WAI Technical Activity] The goals of the Web
Content Accessibility Guidelines Working Group are described infthe charter]

A list offcurrent W3C Recommendations and other technical documents]is
available.
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1 Document structure and metadata

Content developers should use structural markup and use it according to
specification. Structural elements and attribute (refer to the index of HTML elements|
[p. 48] to identify them) promote consistency in documents and supply
information to other tools (e.g., indexing tools, search engines, programs that extract
tables to databases, navigation tools that use heading elements, and automatic
translation software that translates text from one language into another.

1.1 Metadata

Checkpoints in this section:

° Provide metadata to add semantic information to pages and sites.
[Priority 2]

Some structural elements provide information about the document itself. This is
called "metadata” about the document -- metadata is information about data.
Well-crafted metadata can provide important orientation information to users. HTML
elements that provide useful information about a document include:

1.1.1 TITLE: The document title.

Note that the (mandatory) TITLE element, which only appears once in a document,
is different from the 'ftitle] [p. 52] " attribute, which applies to almost every HTML 4.01
element. Content developers should use the "title" attribute in accordance with the
HTML 4.01 specification. For example, "title" should be used with links to provide
information about the target of the link.

1.1.2 The ADDRESS| element

This element can be used to provide information about the creator of the page.

1.1.3 The element

Checkpoints in this section:

[ ] Until user agents provide the ability to stop the refresh, do not create
periodically auto-refreshing pages. [Priority 2] ,

° Until user agents provide the ability to stop auto-redirect, do not use markup
to redirect pages automatically. Instead, configure the server to perform
redirects. [Priority 2] .

This element can specify metadata for a document including keywords, and
information about the author. Please refer to the section onjautomatic page refresh|
for information on why META should not be used to redirect or auto-refresh pages.
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