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The Golden Age of PDAs

Before smartphones ruled the roost, personal digital assistants (PDAs) walked the Earth. Let's
look back at the era of dedicated PDAs: roughly 1992 to 2007.
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At a time when just about everyone I know carries a smartphone with them all day, we take for
granted the concept of having a handy pocket computer ready to take notes or do calculations.

These gadgets (which now do much more than just take notes and plan our schedules) stay

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

The Golden Age of PDAs | PCMag https://www.pcmag.com/news/the-golden-age-of-pdas

same progenitor: the Personal Digital Assistant, or PDA.

These PDAs all carried with them a similar design: they were battery-powered and pocket-sized,
came equipped with a touch screen and stylus for input (usually no integrated hardware
keyboard), and used some form of flash or solid-state memory for storage. Most of them
included no form of built-in wireless communications functionality, though that changed around
2005.

While we love our smartphones today, back in the 1980s and 90s, tech manufacturers faced an
uphill battle to convince the general public that such pocket computing devices could even be
useful, let alone essential, in daily life. The vision for pocket computers has existed since at least
the 1940s, but it wasn't until the mid-1990s when the technology finally allowed the idea to

become a practical reality.

And that's where we start this brief journey through the Golden Age of dedicated PDAs, which
lasted roughly 15 years—between 1992 and 2007. It began with the introduction of the first
practical touch-screen-only devices, and ended with the introduction of the no-stylus Apple
iPhone in 2007.

With thatin mind, I thought it would be fun to take a look at a handful of prominent and
interesting PDA models from this somewhat arbitrary Golden Age. Of course, hundreds of
different PDA models saw release during this period, so if I left something out that you loved

(which of course I did), I would love to hear about it in the comments.
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