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8 Or 16 MB Buffer

Although there are still many drives using a 2 MB buffer, 8 MB can be considered standard today
for mainstream desktop hard drives, and there are more and more drives with 16 MB cache as
well. Larger hard drive caches not only make sense because of low DRAM prices, but from a
technical standpoint as well. Hard drives utilize algorithms to pre-cache data, or to leave data in
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memory to store incoming commands, because most products are capable of reorganizing these
in order to process them as efficiently as possible, requiring little physical head movement. This
feature is called Native Command Queuing (NCQ), and it also requires some memory to work,
although the memory requirements are minor.

We wanted to check if there are differences between drives that sport 8 MB or 16 MB of buffer
memory. Since we had received almost the complete Seagate Barracuda 7200.10 family, we
picked four different 500 GB models to answer the question. All of them use three platters and
only vary in terms of their interfaces - SATA/300 or UltraATA/100 - and cache size.

Seagate Barracuda 7200.10 500 GB Comparison Table

Sponsored Links

B In California

H
Product 000 S0 0 S0 0 230050
Model ST3500630A ST3500630AS ST3500830A ST3500830AS
Capacity 500 GB 500 GB 500 GB 500 GB
Spindle Speed 7,200 RPM 7,200 RPM 7,200 RPM 7,200 RPM
Platter 3
Cache 16 MB

Native Command Queuing
(NCQ)

Interface

that way you can make
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Here is the best CPU for gaming for the money, based on our benchmarks. These processors offer the
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O docket research platform finds what other services can't.
‘ Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

Identify arguments that have been successful in the past
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips

° Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,

/ . o
Py ,0‘ opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

o ®
Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are
always at your fingertips.

-xplore Litigation

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more
informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of

knowing you're on top of things.

API

Docket Alarm offers a powerful API
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS

Build custom dashboards for your
attorneys and clients with live data
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal
tasks like conflict checks, document
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND

LEGAL VENDORS

Sync your system to PACER to
automate legal marketing.
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