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[57] ABSTRACT 

A method and means of automatically accessing several 
types of radio systems is described. The present inven
tion allows a subscriber unit, which is normally opera
tive in a operator selected radio system, to establish 
communication with an alternate system if a operator 
selected system cannot be found. The alternate system 
may be a conventional single channel mobile relay sys
tem or trunked radio system in which the subscriber is 
authorized to operate. Once communications are estab
lished with an alternate communication system, the 
present invention will periodically attempt to establish 
communication with the operator selected system while 
simultaneously attempting to be assigned a higher prior
ity channel in the alternate communication systems 
according to a priority scan list. Further, the present 
invention will automatically ignore certain channels 
which are dedicated for car-to-car use. 
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