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[57] ABSTRACT

Anetwork system includes one or more network servers and
a plurality of available media streams. The media streams
are formatted differently. Some are file-based streams, sup-
plied by the network servers. Others are supplied by local
tuners from digital and/or analog signal broadcasts. A net-
work client executes an application program that is to
control rendering of the media streams. Each media stream
is represented by a programming object. Each programming
object has identical interface functions that can be invoked
by the application program to control playback of the
different media streams even though such media streams are
of different media types.
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