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Stephanie Forsythe, Todd MacAllen (Canada)
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The main ideaof soft housingis to providea flexible, inventive relationship between the open gathering space

 
of the family and the private rooms for sleep, study, contemplation and play. The bedrooms/ private rooms are
soft, flexible honeycombstructures, each made from 500 layers ofa light, strong, white *paper like material
(see next page for description). These soft structures allow for making the most of space, energy and material
resources.

Dappled light (from sun andlight fixtures) enters the roomsthrough the depth of the honeycombceiling in the
familiar pattern of light found underthe leafy crown ofa tree. The tubular structure of the honeycombacts as
a field of small light pipes. Sunlight. bouncingoff a light shelf on the facade, rakes across the top surface of
the rooms,enters the honeycombtubes,andis internally reflected and absorbed through the depth ofceiling
and walls. The spaceis illuminated with an ever-shifting blend of sunspots from directlight and soft
luminancereradiating from the 'paper- like' structure.It is interesting that the pattern ofelectric light falling
through the honeycomblattice subconsciously triggers a sense or memory ofsunlight. We have hung one of
the mock-upsof these ceilings over the worktable in our studio and have been pleasantly surprised by the
psychological effect. The multi-layered 10" thick honeycomb walls are excellent for sound absorption,
creating a private and tranquil sense of enclosure. Niches and Alcoves carvedinto the thickness of the wall
revealits depth in the shadows. There is also an opportunity for LED orfluorescentlighting to be located
within the thickness of the walls. Lightfalling onto the walls from windowsorlight fixtures is absorbed and
contained within its layers, giving off an inner luminosity similar to a block of snoworice. This adds another
dimension to the perception of spacein the room. We knew that we could not make the private rooms large
but we can accomplish something more important, a quality of space andlightthathas life and a unique sense
ofprivate enclosure to inspire the creativity of a child with gentleness andinfinite possibility.

Thenthere is the family gathering space, at the heart of which is the kitchen. This spacetoois flexible as a
reciprocalof the space made with the private rooms. The child or adults can shapeall ofthe spacesof the
house in an organized or spontaneous way.Flexiblepartition walls made from the same material, as the
bedroomsarelocated at both endsofthe kitchen so that this environment maybe freely shaped and or one of
the sculptural walls can be pulled out to cover the kitchen work area. This allows for the house to be
abstracted and used as a workspaceor simply as a way ofhiding a messy kitchen during a more formaldining
occasion for the family. Betweenthe laundry,sink, toilet and bath honeycombpartition walls allow each
function to be separatedoff into it's own space with intimate sculptural effect. At night the bedrooms appear as
large, sculptural paper lamps within the main family space, particularly when only the child's room is
expanded and parents are winding down from their day, in the main space.

*At the time of this submission we have begun materials testing and exploration with full size mock-ups from
fire retardant treated white tissue paper (shown onpresentation board). We wouldlike to emulate the gentle
quality of light, structure and space created with the tissue paper, but with a more durable material that is easy
to maintain. Together with a manufacturer, we are testing a honeycombstructure made from sheets offine
polyethylenefiber that is pressed into sheets. This materialis lightweight yet strong, smooth to the touch, low
linting, vapor permeable, yet water, chemical, puncture, tear and abrasionresistant. The polyethylene sheet
with its fine lustrous fibers has translucence and feels similar to paper(see detail images on presentation). It is
100% recyclable and made with recycled material. The polyethylene sheets can befire retardanttreated to
meet a flame spread of 20. Onesheetis attached to this report.

Wehope that this work contributes to the discussions and imaginationsof the people involved with this
competition for housing beyond East and West andthat you find this design worthyofpursuit.

Commentsbyjuries

Mendini: The project is most uniquewith its interior. With a free design and transparent materials, the rooms
are poetic and sentimentalin their atmosphere. One can alsotell that the project must have been designed by a
woman. Overall, the rooms smack strongly of the feminine mood. The furniture,the ceiling, and the floor are
subiect to a wide range ofalteration. That is what makes this presentation uniaue: You can change them by
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season or the time ofday. Theentire house exudes a congenial and dreamy atmosphere.In fact, it would not
be easy to build such a housein practice, butit is still within the reach ofpossibility with some
supplementations.

Zhang: The work presented a new concept. It was a design on new spacesthat breaks from the existing
concept commonin the present interiors. Employing new materials and new process technology, the winner
wasable to comeup with a noveldesign that allows different divisions of the space. With the modeofinterior
proposed in the work, you can adjust the space to your liking, small or large, to achieve a variety of spacesize
and very flexible planning. Those wholive in such a space will be able to regulate the space freely according
to the changein season and their needs. The interior adopted in the design is ofmaterials that are translucent
and subjectto folding to contract its size. When exposed to a rayoflight or an illumination,the effect of the
interior doubles. It can produce an artistic atmosphere to the satisfaction ofpeople's psychological needs. As
the interior design also secures privacy, I assumethat it is appropriate for the Japanese whothink highly of
one's own spacein, for example, laying out furniture. Given the division of the space and the concept of the
work, I think theinterioris befitting ofJapanese people.It is also modern.

Kim: Mostinterior designs that were presented, or works in Category B, determined the plan ofthe apartment
first and then decorated the interior. However, this work was distinctive as it didn't present any plans but
instead showed what interior designs are about. The designer didn't simply stop at decorating the given space
but tookit a step further to create a new space within the given space, and I thoughthighly ofit. In Japan,the
traditional housing form is composedofcorridors as a basic frame with translucent paper wall partitions built
to create private spaces. Some atmosphere andcultural aspects created by the traditional building method are
well represented with modern technology in this presentation. In Category B, the proposal is a fine example of
the design that goes beyond East and West, the theme of this competition,in that it expanded what interior
design can do and exhibited whata truly Japanese-style space is like through new, modern technology.

Sejima: Wehad three categories in this competition.I find aspects ofall three areas are incorporated in this
work. The materialis like a curtain, but it was used more three-dimensional. Thus,it works asa partition that
divides the rooms and, with its elements ofdesign, lendsitself to create diverse interior environments. It may
be understoodin either way, that the size of the rooms may changeor that a new spacecan becreated. 

Since 2000, HANSSEM Co.,Ltd. All Rights Reserved. Endorsed by IFI
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Architecture's Rising Stars
Profiles of Stephanie Forsythe and Todd MacAllen  

Trevor Bodddy   December06, 2003Vancouver Sun  

  
Last summer, partners-in-design Stephanie Forsythe and Todd MacAllen
had a lot of choices for how they could apply their architectural talents.
They had just returned here after attending the opening of the Young
Architects Forum, an exhibition of their work in New Yorkthat had singled
them out, along with a handful of others, as rising stars of continental
design.

They could have worked for any numberof other architects in Vancouver,
as both of them conceive, draw and craft models of new buildings with
sublime skill. They could have designed a houseor two,as this is the way
the couple worked their way through architecture school. They could have
puttered away at the Galiano waterfront house they designed and helped
build for MacAllen's parents.

None of these provided the challenge they sought, according to Forsythe:
"We came back wanting to concentrate on our own work and ideas." So
instead, they hunkered away to work on unpaid submissions to a half
dozenarchitectural competitions and prizes for sponsoring agencies in
Singapore, Japan, South Korea, Britain, the United States and Canada.
Over the past few weeks, MacAllen and Forsythe have have had good
news. They wonor tied for first for everything they entered -- save for
one, where they came second.

This is a concentrated run of global acclaim that, unless I'm wrong, is
unequalled in the history of Canadian architecture. It's all the more
remarkable for the fact that the pair are only three years outof their
architectural studies at Dalhousie University. It is exhausting just reading
the long list of Forsythe and MacAllen's recent design competition wins,
never mind the long days and nights they slaved all summerto preparetheir entries.

While the international community lavishes awards and attention on this
couple, who live and work in a modest 730-square-foot Yaletown loft with
their large pet boxer, Charlie, MacAllen and Forsythe currently have nosubstantive commissionsin British Columbia.

They are not entirely unrecognized in Canada, however. MacAllen and
Forsythe are 2003 recipients of the Canada Council's Ron Thom Prize,
awarded to young designers who demonstrate "exceptional early design
achievement."

Along with fellow Vancouverite Arthur Erickson, Ron Thom was oneof
Canada's mostinfluential architects of the last half century, responsible
for the Copp Residence and many other pioneering modernist houses
here, key portions of Burrard Street's B.C. Electric Building (now
converted into the Electra condominium tower) and Toronto's much-loved
Massey College.

Looking further down MacAllen and Forsythe's long list of prizes, a serene
set of "Float Tea Lanterns" won a nod from London's Architectural Review
magazine, and will soon go into commercial production. Earlier this month
they received first prize for another deceptively simple design -- lighting
fixtures wrapped in folded paper. Sponsor for the "Light Touch Design
Competition" is Design Singapore, and it was judgedbytop Italian
designer Antonio Citterio. No doubt about it -- these twoare leading lights
of design.

For the governmentof Aomori, at the northern end of Japan's Honshu
Island, Forsythe and MacAllen won a competition for 200 units of housing,
a prize that attracted 4,000 other entries from designers in 86 countries.
In the year since they won the Aomoriprize, the project has evolved into
fewer houses and moreof a cultural building, and Forsythe and MacAllen
will spend a portion of next year in Japan pulling together what this
industrial city of 300,000 hopes will becomeits architectural beacon.

Third base in Forsythe and MacAllen's all-Asia design home run was the
appropriately named "Beyond East and West" housing competition,
sponsored by the Hanssem chaebol (conglomerate corporation) in Seoul,
South Korea. Inspired by the flexible spaces and paper walls they had
encounteredin Japan's traditional houses, their concept here was for "Soft
Housing"-- flexible walls of "tissue-blankets"” that can be pulled and
wrappedin various permutations to provide "room for sleep, study,
contemplation and play," their proposal states. These could be made from
accordion-folded and fireproofed paper or polypropylene: think of those
fold-out paper bells for wedding decorations, or Chinese New Year
streamer banners.

The designers credit their Pacific Rim perch in Vancouver for their
"golden" prize in Seoul. The competition requested that entrants "build on
Asian traditions, while getting beyond the imitation of Western design,"
according to MacAllen.

A brilliant second application of this same Soft Housing idea has landed
what is likely the mostprestigiousofall of their prizes, and likely thefirst
to get built. This project also resonates with two of Vancouver's most
urgent current issues: the increase in homelessness that accompanies
conversion of Downtown Eastside Single Resident Occupancy hotels, and
an acute housing shortage among people just released from drug
rehabilitation, jail or mental treatment.

Forsythe and MacAllen learned earlier this month they are one offive co-
winners from 180 submissions to the First Step Housing Competition,
sponsored by New York's Common Ground Community, for their design of
the interior of a former Bowery flophousehotel.
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Forsythe and Todd
MacAllen with
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Common Ground has a mission similar to Vancouver's Portland Hotel
Society, serving the homeless and the hard-to-house, for whom "the mere
idea of permanency -- signing a lease and paying a monthly rent cheque -
- is daunting. Many do notusethe city's shelters, sometimes in resistance
to rules, and sometimes for reasons of safety and pride," the design
competition's introduction says. Stephanie
Common Ground bought the former Andrews Hotel, a place where the Forsythe unfolds a
indigent rented utterly inadequate five- by seven-foot cubicles -- barely paper 'tissueroom for a bed and shelf, never mind a chair, hot plate or closet. The ;
housing group first cleared away the interior partitions on each of the blanket’ to form a
Andrews' five floors, then asked architects to devise larger flexible rooms. wall for a

Along the walls of the former flophouse, the Vancouverites propose temporary room,
building a set of shelves, a desk and lockable cabinets for residents like the core idea ofthese. This home base would be surrounded by "tissue-blanket" movable j
walls and ceilings that rest folded tightly against the wall when residents Soft Housing.want space for shared activities such as card gamesor dancing, but can
be pulled out for visual and acoustic privacy. } \ a2Mi

Oncethe winning designsare installed next year, residents with few i j 2 PNhousing choices will be able to stay for up to 21 days while seeking = :
employmentor social services.

Accounting for their win, Forsythe says: "We gave the homeless a choice
in shaping their environments, something they do not often have." They
would like nothing better than a chance to do something similar here.

"As Vancouverites, we are exposedto the issue of homelessness every
day," says MacAllen, "We are moved byit, and want to do something."

The designers are in dialogue with American suppliers about developing
fireproof, washable, and very foldable tissue blankets for use in the New
York and Seoul projects and, from this start, many morepotential
applications of "Soft Housing." Someone in our own pulp-and-paper
industry should work with them, too; think of a few carloads of "soft
houses" for export from B.C. each day, along with the trainloads of raw
pulp currently sent awayto factories elsewhere.

But becauseof an almost total lack of design competitions like these in
Western Canada, coupled to very conservative local patterns whenit
comesto handing out building commissions, it is increasingly difficult,
even for designers as talented as Forsythe and MacAllen, to advanceto
the next level of designing housing and modestpublic buildings, having
started out doing houseadditions and shop interiors.

This pair of designers may soon break through theglassceiling.

I hope our front-line housing agencies take a look at their "Soft Housing"
ideas. We have seen well-regarded newsocial housing projects by
Henriquez Partners and Arthur Erickson, and we must have housing
officials and politicians who would get behind a design competition for
Vancouveras well-conceived as Common Ground's for New York. If tiny
Aomori can doit, so can we.

I can think of another excellent place to start. As soon as the final senior
officials of the 2010 organizing committee are set in place, one of their
first tasks will be picking design consultants for key Winter Olympics
venues. Last winter, large and well-heeled design firms were able to
indulge in the loss-leader of preparing preliminary schemes for the
Olympics bidbookat low or no design fees, and now loom at the front of
the line to pick up the actual paid commissions.

Other Olympic games have used design competitions, invited
combinations of senior and junior firms and other innovative
commissioning practices to get the best possible facilities, while involving
a broader spectrum of the design community. The same should surely be
done here. Thinking gold instead of bronze for Olympics installations does
not necessarily mean higher costs, and the low-cost innovations these
designers used to win in Seoul and New York are proofofthis.

The economic future of Vancouver is intimately tied up with the degree to
which this city can attract, and keep, young minds as entrepreneurial and
creative as those of Stephanie Forsythe and Todd MacAllen. I hope we
have the vision to keep them here. It would be a lossfor us if they -- like
Ron Thom before them -- wereforced to drift east because we cannot
come to trust more of our new buildings to designers the world nowtells
us, repeatedly, are among thebest.

Trevor Boddy is the Sun's architecturecritic and civics columnist.
trevboddy@hotmail.com

    
  

Home | Contact Us | Japanese
© 2003 Common Ground Community.All rights reserved. Common Ground Communityis a nonprofit organization

212-389-9300 recognized as tax-exempt underInternal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3). We are solving Homelessness through
innovative programsthat transform people, buildings, and communities
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Home > Winners > 2003

DBEW2003 The Judging Results Announcement
  

About 40 reporters and journalists from Korea's top
newspapers and magazinesin the architecture, interiors
and design fields attended this event showingtheir great
interests in the DBEW competition.

MORE >> 
DBEW 2003 Winning Works  

2e1H i“ Sliding You can see the 2003 DBEW GrandPrix, GoldenPrize,Silver Prize winning works, winners' photos and
the jury comments on the works
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Golden Prize

 

          

The main idea of soft housingis to provide a flexible, inventive relationship between the open
gathering spaceofthe family and the private roomsfor sleep, study, contemplation and play. The
bedrooms/private roomsaresoft, flexible honeycomb structures, each made from 500 layers of a
light, strong, white *paperlike material (see next page for description). These soft structures allow for
making the most of space, energy and material resources.

Dappledlight (from sun and light fixtures) enters the rooms through the depth of the honeycomb
ceiling in the familiar pattern oflight found underthe leafy crown of a tree. The tubularstructure of the
honeycomb acts as a field of small light pipes. Sunlight, bouncing off a light shelf on the facade, rakes
across the top surface of the rooms, enters the honeycombtubes,andisinternally reflected and
absorbed through the depth ofceiling and walls. The spaceisilluminated with an ever-shifting blend of
sunspots from directlight and soft luminance reradiating from the 'paper- like' structure.It is interesting
that the pattern of electric light falling through the honeycomblattice subconsciously triggers a sense
or memoryof sunlight. We have hung oneof the mock-upsof these ceilings over the worktable in our
studio and have been pleasantly surprised by the psychological effect. The multi-layered 10" thick
honeycomb walls are excellent for sound absorption, creating a private and tranquil sense of
enclosure. Niches and Alcoves carved into the thickness of the wall reveal its depth in the shadows.
Thereis also an opportunity for LED or fluorescentlighting to be located within the thickness of the
walls. Light falling onto the walls from windowsorlight fixtures is absorbed and contained within its
layers, giving off an inner luminosity similar to a block of snoworice. This adds another dimension to
the perception of space in the room. We knewthat we could not make the private rooms large but we
can accomplish something more important, a quality of space and light that has life and a unique
senseofprivate enclosureto inspire the creativity of a child with gentleness and infinite possibility.

 
Thenthereis the family gathering space,at the heart of which is the kitchen. This spacetoois flexible
as a reciprocal of the space madewith the private rooms. Thechild or adults can shapeall of the
spacesof the housein an organized or spontaneous way. Flexible partition walls made from the same
material, as the bedroomsarelocated at both ends of the kitchen so that this environment may be
freely shaped and or oneof the sculptural walls can be pulled out to cover the kitchen work area. This
allows for the house to be abstracted and used as a workspace orsimply as a wayof hiding a messy
kitchen during a more formal dining occasion for the family. Between the laundry,sink, toilet and bath
honeycomb partition walls allow each function to be separatedoff into it's own spacewithintimate
sculptural effect. At night the bedrooms appearaslarge, sculptural paper lamps within the main family
space, particularly when only the child's room is expanded and parents are winding downfrom their
day, in the main space.

  
*At the time of this submission we have begun materials testing and exploration with full size mock-
ups from fire retardant treated white tissue paper (shown on presentation board). We wouldlike to
emulate the gentle quality of light, structure and space created with the tissue paper, but with a more
durable material that is easy to maintain. Together with a manufacturer, we are testing a honeycomb
structure made from sheets offine polyethylenefiber that is pressed into sheets. This materialis
lightweight yet strong, smooth to the touch, low linting, vapor permeable, yet water, chemical,
puncture, tear and abrasion resistant. The polyethylene sheetwithits fine lustrous fibers has
translucenceand feels similar to paper (see detail images on presentation). It is 100% recyclable and
made with recycled material. The polyethylene sheets can befire retardant treated to meet a flame
spread of 20. Onesheetis attachedto this report.

Wehopethatthis work contributes to the discussions and imaginations of the people involved with this
competition for housing beyond East and Westandthat you find this design worthy of pursuit.
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DBEW 2003 The Judging ResultsAnnouncement

About40 reporters and journalists from Korea's top
newspapers and magazinesin the architecture,
interiors and designfields attended this event
showingtheir great interests in the DBEW
competition.

DBEW 2003 Winning Works

You can see the 2003 DBEW GrandPrix,
GoldenPrize,Silver Prize winning works,
winners' photosand the jury commentson the works
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New!

To view the award winning works of DBEW 2003closely,
please Click here or 2003 of ‘Winners’ on theleft side.
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What's new

.@.. Youcan see the winning works. NEW!

.@.. Congratulations!

_@.. The applications for the 3rd DBEW Competition have been closed.

_@.. The on-line application has opened.

_@.. About the use of downloadable plans

@.. Referenceplans uploaded.

_@. Prof. Seok-Chul Kim Lecture at Tsinghua University, Beijing!

_@.. The "DBEWTalk", a communication room forin depth discussion,will be opened.

.@..2003 DBEW International Design Competition is being held.

_@.. Register for DBEW Membership.

_@.. Registered DBEW members,please update your information.

_@.. Resourceswill be provided.

_@.. Awaiting for your interest and support.
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