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that the components sold or offered for sale have no substantial non-infringing uses.’” Artrip v.

Ball Corp., 735 F. App’x 708, 713 (Fed. Cir. 2018) (first citing Commil, 575 U.S. at 639; and then

quoting Jn re Bill ofLading, 681 F.3d at 1337).

Il. ANALYSIS

A. BillJCo HasNot Sufficiently Pleaded Pre-Suit Willful Infringement

To state a claim for willful infringement, a plaintiff must allege facts plausibly showing

that the accused infringer: “(1) knew of the patent-in-suit; (2) after acquiring that knowledge,it

infringed the patent; and (3) in doing so, it knew, or should have known,that its conduct amounted

to infringement of the patent.” Parity, 2019 WL 3940952, at *3. Apple challenges BillJCo’s

compliance with the first and third elements in the pre-suit context, succeeding to varying degrees.

1. Knowledge of the Patents

The Complaint recites two allegations to establish Apple’s pre-suit knowledge; Apple

challengesthe sufficiency ofboth. ECF No.16 at 2. First, the Complaint alleges that Apple should

have already learned of the Asserted Patents because the USPTO cited them during prosecution of

an Apple patent application, U.S. Patent Application No. 13/373,966. See ECF No. 16 at 2. Apple

asserts that “citation of [a] patent in a patent application is an insufficient notice of infringement

and would not allow Apple to have knowledgeofa specific infringement claim.” Jd. at 2—3 (citing

U.S. Philips Corp. v. Iwasaki Elec. Co., 505 F.3d 1371, 1375 (Fed. Cir. 2007)). Second, the

Complaint alleges that Apple has been aware ofits infringement of the Asserted Patents since it

received a letter from BillJCo on June 5, 2019 (the “June 2019 Letter’). See ECF No.16 at 3.

Apple arguesthat this is inaccurate on its face because one of the Asserted Patents, U.S. Patent

No. 10,477,994 (the “’994 patent’’), did not issue until November 19, 2019. ECF No.16 at 3-4.

BillJCo adequately alleges Apple’s pre-suit knowledge of all the patents but the 994

patent. The Complaint alleges that Apple learned of the Asserted Patents by June 5, 2019, upon

f 
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