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(7) ABSTRACT

In a packet communication environment, a method is pro-
vided for automatically classifying packet flows for use in
allocating bandwidth resources by a rule of assignment of a
service level. The method comprises applying individual
instances of traffic classification paradigms to packet net-
work flows based on selectable information obtained from a
plurality of layers of a multi-layered communication proto-
col in order to define a characteristic class, then mapping the
flow to the defined traffic class. It is useful to note that the
automatic classification is sufficiently robust to classify a
complete enumeration of the possible traffic.
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