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(549) TELEVISION CHAT SYSTEM (52) US.ClL . 725/106; 725/135; 715/758
(75) Inventors: Toby DeWeese, Tulsa, OK (US);

Pamela L. McKissick, Tulsa, OK (US);
Michael D. Ellis, Boulder, CO (US) 67)
Correspondence Address: A television chat system is provided that allows television
FISH & NEAVE IP GROUP viewers to engage in real-time communications in chat
ROPES & GRAY LLP roups with other television viewers while watching televi-
1251 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS FL C3 sroup £ the folovision ob s ey
NEW YORK, NY 10020-1105 (US) sion. .Users of t e.te ?VISIOH. chat system may engage 1n
real-time communications with other users who are cur-
(73) Assignee: United Video Properties, Inc. rently watching the same television program or channel.
(21) Appl. No.: 10/918,753 The system allows real-time communications in a chat group
to be transmitted between users at user television equipment
(22) Filed: Aug. 12, 2004 devices via a television distribution facility. The television
L chat system of the present invention permits users to join
Related U.S. Application Data chat groups related to television programs, channels, or
(63) Continuation of application No. 09/356,270, filed on categories of programs that the user may be interested in.
Jul. 16. 1999 T Real-time communications may be textual messages, audio
7 ’ communications, or video communications.
(60)  Provisional application No. 60/099,301, filed on Aug. The television chat system may also allow users to send chat
26, 1998.
requests to ask other users to enter a chat group. The system
Publication Classification al.so permits users to establ%sh chat groups that television
viewers are permitted to join. The television chat system
(51) Int. CL7 oo, HO4N 7/173; HO4N 7/173; ~ may be based on an interactive television program guide or

GO6F 9/00; HO4N 7/16

set-top box application implemented on a set-top box.
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