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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention provides a method of transmitting electronic 
messages in a computer environment. The preferred embodi­
ment receives an electronic message addressed to a telephone 
number and determines an instant message identifier associ­
ated with the telephone number. In response to the determi­
nation that an instant message identifier associates with the 
telephone number, it is further determined whether an instant 
message receiver is available to receive messages addressed 
to the instant message identifier. In response to a determina­
tion that an instant message receiver is available to receive 
instant messages addressed to the instant message identifier, 
the electronic message is forwarded äs an instant message 
addressed to the instant message identifier. In response to a 
determination that an instant message receiver is available to 
receive instant message addressed to the instant message 
identifier, electronic message is sent to a mobile device at the 
telephone number in response to a determination that no 
instant message receiver is available to receive instant mes­
sages addressed to the instant message identifier.
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