a2 United States Patent

Freeny et al.

US006806977B1

US 6,806,977 B1
Oct. 19, 2004

(10) Patent No.:
45) Date of Patent:

4
SYSTEM

(75)

Inventors:

(73) Assignee:

Notice:

(")

2y

(22) Filed:

Appl. No.:

MULTIPLE INTEGRATED MACHINE

Bryan E. Freeny, Ft. Worth, TX (US);
Charles C. Freeny, III, Flower Mound,
TX (US)

Automated Business Companies,
Spring, TX (US)

Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this
patent is extended or adjusted under 35
U.S.C. 154(b) by O days.

09/472,712

Dec. 24, 1999

Related U.S. Application Data

(60)

Y]
(52)

1998.

(58)

Int. CL.7 ..
Us. Cl ..

Provisional application No. 60/114,594, filed on Dec. 31,

.............................................. GO6K 15/00
............... 358/1.15; 358/402; 379/102.03;

348/552

Field of Search ...............cc..cc.c...... 358/11.15, 402,

358/1.13; 379/100.01, 100.06, 100.08, 102.02,

(56)

102.03; 345/552

References Cited

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

4,674,044 A
5,033,804 A
5,758,081 A
5758324 A
5,802,314 A

Kalmus et al.

Faris

AYtaC i 395/200.41
Hartman et al.

Tullis et al.

6/1987
7/1991
5/1998
5/1998
9/1998

6,490,051 B1 * 12/2002 Nguyen et al. ............ 358/1.15
2002/0012453 Al * 1/2002 Hashimoto .. 382/112
2002/0063872 Al * 5/2002 Ouchi ......cccoovveiennne 358/1.6

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
DE 19628168 A-1 1/1998 ... GO6F/17/30
EP 0401203 A2 5/1990
EP 0461825 10/2001 ... GO6F/1/30
FR 2605823 10/1986  ............ HO4N/2/16
WO WO 95/26005 9/1995
WO WO 97/22075 6/1997
WO 9840826 9/1998 .......... GO6F/17/00

DOCKET

_ ARM

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

“Wirless Trading—Schwab cuts the electronic cord with
PocketBroker (tm) and Palm(tm)”; Schwab Active Trader;
On Investing, Summer 2000; AT5-At6.

CyberCorp—-the leading edge of active—trading technology
joins The Charles Schwab Corporation; Schwab Active
Trader; On Investing , Summer 2000; AT7.
“Briefings—Quick tips to help you use Schwab more effec-
tively”; Schwab Active Trader; On Investing; Summer 2000;
p. 52.

“Hi-Tech LaserJet Printers from Hewlett Packard—Mul-
tiple Options for your small, medium, or large office—"
MicroWarehouse catalogue; p. 192.

“New! Brother Laser Printers and Mutifuntion Machines”,
MicroWarehouse catalogue; p. 177.

Fax machine, R.I.P?38 ; Forbes magazine, Jul. 5, 1999; p.
136.

Nakajima, A. et al: “ConverStation /2: An Extensible and
Customizable Realtime Multimedia Conferencing”, Multi-
media 94 (5" IEEE Comsoc International Workshop on
Multimedia Communications). May 19, 1994, pp. 9/1/1-9/
1/6 XP00140007; Kyota Japan.

* cited by examiner

Primary Examiner—Jerome Grant, I1
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Dunlap, Codding & Rogers,
P.C.

67 ABSTRACT

A multiple integrated machine system (hereafter referred to
as “MIMS”) capable of performing as at least two or more
digital machines. The MIMS comprises two or more digital
machine elements controlled by the same operating system
software. Each of the digital machine elements includes
hardware portions and software portions and each digital
machine element is capable of performing as part of one of
the digital machines. Each of the digital machine elements
is different. A digital machine element grouping control unit
is also provided. The digital machine element grouping
control unit automatically and operatively connects prede-
termined digital machine elements in a first combination to
form a first digital machine upon receipt of a first digital
machine selection, and automatically and operatively con-
nects predetermined digital machine elements in a second
combination to form a second digital machine upon receipt
of a second digital machine selection.
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