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A METHOD OF ENABLING DIGITAL MUSIC CONTENT TO BE
DOWNLOADED T O AND USED ON A PORTABLE WIRELESS COMPUTING
DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a method of enabling digital music content to be downloaded to and

used on a portable wireless computing device. The term 'portable wireless computing device'

used in this patent specification should be expansively construed to cover any kind of portable

device with two way wireless communication capabilities and includes without limitation radio

telephones, mobile telephones, smart phones, communicators, personal computers, computers

and application specific devices. It includes devices able to communicate in any manner over any

kind of network, such as GSM or UMTS, CDMA and WCDMA mobile radio, Bluetooth, IrDA

etc.

2. Description of the Prior Art

The past few years have seen enormous changes in the way music is distributed and consumed.

The traditional method, where the consumer buys a physical product in a shop and listens to it

at home, has declined, and total worldwide revenue for the music industry has dropped from a

little under $40bn i 2000 to $31bn in 2005. Meanwhile there has been an enormous upsurge in

the distribution of digital music over the internet, initially in the form of illegal file sharing, but

latterly more and more as paid for downloads. Portable digital audio players (DAPs),

exemplified by the Apple iPod™, have had a dramatic effect on the global music marketplace.

Just five years after the introduction of the first portable digital audio player, digital music sales

global have already grown to well over $5bn in 2005.

To reverse these trends, the music labels are now turning their attentions to pursuing the

mobile market, where music is sold via mobile phones (or other kinds of portable wireless

device) and distributed over the cellular wireless network. The potential value is already clear

from the explosive growth of the ringtone market, and both the music labels and mobile
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network operators MNOs believe that mobile full-track music could provide more revenue,

better security and improved pricing compared to digital music on a PC.

The mobile phone has some distinct advantages over the iPod and other DAPs. As well as

playing music, mobile phones are connected to an increasingly fast, secure wireless network

where users can locate and share music on the move and pay for content using the MNO's

inbuilt and convenient billing facilities. Increasing innovation from the mobile handset

manufacturers is helping to move the market forward.

There are still significant challenges ahead, however. The reliance on mobile internet

technology WAP (Wireless Application Protocol) as the primary means of selling full music

content is limiting. The technology is unfriendly, slow and cumbersome for users. Indeed, the

world's largest mobile phone group, Vodafone Global, has avoided selling full music

downloads on anything but top-of-the-range 3G phones because of the end-user difficulties

associated with WAP. Many other operators have been forced to take a similar approach. This

has limited the take-up of full music download services - only a small minority of mobile phone

subscribers can use or have access to 3G. In the relatively mature 2005 UK market, less than

half a million of Vodafone' s 14.4 million customers have 3G - a market penetration of around

3%. Many other operators have no or only very limited 3G penetration.

MNOs are also concerned about the poor music play experience available, even on current top-

of-the-range 3G handsets. Even when devices are marketed as top-of-the-range music phones

they generally fail to deliver a user experience akin to a run-of-the-mill MP3 player.

Two alternatives to WAP based acquisition of full music content are currently favoured:

• Streamed services, which offer users a personalised radio service streamed to their handset.

• Music shop applications, running locally on a mobile telephone, and which offer users the

ability to purchase music tracks and albums directly from the mobile telephone

Streaming radio solutions are however a niche marketplace. The requirement for a constant

data- connection and the lack of full user control of what a user listens to means the consumer

proposition and appeal is limited. Streaming solutions also suffer limited handset reach and a
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requirement for high speed (usually 3G) data connection. Operators implementing such

services must also plan and invest for a significant network burden - all music tracks must be

redownloaded every time they are played.

Music shop applications offer a more compelling user proposition but also suffer limited

handset reach, with a focus on 3G and niche Symbian handsets. The user experience on such

devices is also limited currently with competitor products offering only limiter pay per track

services and with limited functionality that fails to approach the richness of a high quality DAP.

This limited functionality, combined with relatively small music catalogues, has severely limited

the appeal of these solutions to date.

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
	� Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

	� Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
	� With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

	� Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
	� Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

	� Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


