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[57] ABSTRACT

A distance image representing a distribution of distances,
each measured between the apparatus and each conceivable
point existing on an object is input. The minimum points in
the distance image are detected. The minimum points are
some of the conceivable points on the object which have
smaller distance values than the other conceivable points.
The time differences, each representing a change which each
point in the distance image assumes as time passes, are
detected. A designating point for designating a command to
the system is determined. The designating point is one of the
minimum points which has changed in the time difference
detected. A system is controlled in accordance with motion
of the designating point determined.
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