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PTO/SB/80 (11-08)
Approved for use through 11/30/2011. OMB 0651-0035

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number.

POWEROF ATTORNEY TO PROSECUTE APPLICATIONS BEFORE THE USPTO

| hereby revokeall previous powersof attorney given in the application identified in the attached statement under
37 CFR 3.73(b).

| hereby appoint:

Practitioners associated with the Customer Number: 91105

OR

[] Practitioner(s) named below (if more than ten patent practitioners are to be named, then a customer number must be used):
Name Registration Name Registration

Number Number

as attorney(s) or agent(s) to represent the undersigned before the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in connection with
any and all patent applications assigned only to the undersigned according to the USPTO assignmentrecords or assignment documents
attached to this form in accordance with 37 CFR 3.73(b).

Please change the correspondenceaddressfor the application identified in the attached statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) to:

The address associated with Customer Number:

OR
Firm or
Individual Name

Address
 

City 

Country 

Telephone
  

Assignee Name and Address:

A copyofthis form, together with a statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) (Form PTO/SB/96 or equivalent) is required to be
filed in each application in which this form is used. The statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) may be completed by one of
the practitioners appointed in this form if the appointed practitioner is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee,
and mustidentify the application in which this Powerof Attorney is to befiled.

SIGNATUREof Assignee of Record
The individual whose signature andtitle is supplied below is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.31, 1.32 and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichisto file (and
by the USPTOto process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes
to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amountof time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer,
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

 
Ifyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection
with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly,
pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the
collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary;
and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office is to process and/or examine your submissionrelated to a patent application or patent. If you do
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
process and/or examine your submission, which mayresult in termination of proceedings or
abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether
disclosure of these recordsis required by the Freedom ofInformation Act.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Memberof
Congress submitting a requestinvolving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the
individual has requested assistance from the Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the
record.

4. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the
Agency having needforthe information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as
amended, pursuantto 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. Arecord related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in
this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the
World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal
agencyfor purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuantto
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as
part of that agency’s responsibility to recommend improvements in records management
practices and programs, underauthority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall
be madein accordancewith the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsforthis
purpose, and anyotherrelevant(/.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not
be used to make determinations aboutindividuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent
pursuantto 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may bedisclosed, subject to the limitations of 37
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in an application which
became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced byeither a published application, an application open to public inspection or an
issued patent.

9. Arecord from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State,
or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareofa violation or potential
violation of law or regulation.

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 2



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 3

PTO/SB/14 (11-08)
Approved for use through 09/30/2010. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —

Title of Invention METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGING DIGITAL FILES

The application data sheetis part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for whichit is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document maybe printed and includedin a paperfiled application.

 
Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2

[_] Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet mayfall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paperfilers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may notbefiled electronically.) 

Applicant Information:

Applicant 1

Applicant Authority @®!nventor|CLegal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 ©pParty ofInterest under 35 U.S.C. 118

Residence Information (Select One) (@) US Residency (©) NonUS Residency () Active US Military Service

City|Glen Ellyn Country of Residencd US

Citizenship under 37 CFR 1.41(b} US
Mailing Address of Applicant:

Address1 980 Oxford Rd.

Address 2

City Glen Ellyn State/Province IL

Postal Code US

Applicant 2

Applicant Authority ®!nventor|CLegal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 ©pParty ofInterest under 35 U.S.C. 118

a
ResidenceInformation (Select One) @) US Residency (©) NonUS Residency (©) Active US Military Service

City|Glen Ellyn State/Province Country of Residencd|US

Mailing Address of Applicant:

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be
generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

 
CorrespondenceInformation:

Enter either Customer Numberor complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

[_] An Addressis being provided for the correspondenceInformation of this application.
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PTO/SB/14 (11-08)
Approved for use through 09/30/2010. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 — Title of Invention METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGING DIGITAL FILES

Customer Number 91105

Email Address uspto@caliberip.com

Application Information:

 

Title of the Invention METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGING DIGITAL FILES

Attorney DocketNumber} Small Entity Status Claimed [Xx]
Application Type Nonprovisional

Subject Matter Utility

Suggested Class(if any) Sub Class(ifayy

Total Numberof Drawing Sheets(if any) Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)

Publication Information:

[_] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Request Not to Publish.| hereby request that the attached application not be published under 35 U.S.
C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the subject of
an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires publication at
eighteen monthsafterfiling.

 
 
Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a powerof attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).
Enter either Customer Number or complete the Representative Name_ section below. If both sections
are completed the Customer Numberwill be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One: @ Customer Number © US Patent Practitioner © Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)

Customer Number 91105

 
Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, or 365(c) or indicate National Stage
entry from a PCT application. Providing this information in the application data sheet constitutes the specific reference required by
35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78(a)(2) or CFR 1.78(a)(4), and need not otherwise be madepart of the specification.

Prior Application Status

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form
by selecting the Add button.

Foreign Priority Information:
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PTO/SB/14 (11-08)
Approved for use through 09/30/2010. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

. . Attorney Docket Number
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —

Application Number

Title of Invention METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGING DIGITAL FILES

This section allows for the applicant to claim benefit of foreign priority and to identify any prior foreign application for which priority is
not claimed. Providing this information in the application data sheet constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b)
and 37 CFR 1.55(a).

Application Number ParentFiling Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Priority Claimed

OC—~C~S~*SYe
Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the
Addbutton.

 
Assignee Information:

Providing this information in the application data sheet does not substitute for compliance with any requirementof part 3 of Title 37
of the CFR to have an assignmentrecorded in the Office.

coumif[—SSSSSS~*toseSS

Additional Assignee Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add
button.

 
Signature:

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37
CFR1.4(d) for the form of the signature. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTOto process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you require to
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submissionof the attached form related to
a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection
of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is
used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may notbe able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information onthis form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552)
and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Departmentof Justice to determine
whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidenceto a court, magistrate, or
administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records maybedisclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an
individual, to whom the record pertains, whenthe individual has requested assistance from the Memberwith respectto the subject matter of
the record.

A record in this system of records maybedisclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having needfor the information in
orderto perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records maybedisclosed,
as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records maybedisclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security
review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee,
during an inspection of records conducted by GSAaspart of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records
managementpractices and programs, underauthority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordancewith the
GSAregulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and anyotherrelevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce)directive. Such
disclosure shall not be used to make determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant
to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record maybe disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were
terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application opento public inspections or an issued
patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency,if the
USPTO becomesawareofa violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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ABSTRACT

A web-baseddigital file storage system is disclosed. The storage system may
include a digitalfile repository for storing and retrieving digital files, such as photos, a
digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles, a sorting
system, and a userinterface.
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Whatis claimedis:

1. A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:
a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;
a digital tagging system permitting the user to assign a plurality of digital tags to
each ofthe digital files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one
type of data selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a
recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype;
a searchfilter, wherein the searchfilter allows the digitalfiles to be searched
according to a plurality of types of data; and
a userinterface that presents the digital files on a user’s screen based on the
digital tags.

2. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital file repository is
accessible overthe Internet.

3. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the search system provides a user
with the ability to search based on a plurality of types of data simultaneously.

4. The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking
relationships between and among users and namedpersons,so that a family
tree can be displayed.

5. The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a
recipe to at least one of a person’s name,videos, photos, documents, and audio
files.

6. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-
configurable.

7. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital files and data can be
exported as a single or multiple files.

8. A methodof storing digital files, the method comprising the steps of:
storing a digitalfile in a file repository;
associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digitalfile;
providing a search function that permits simultaneously searching bya plurality of
digital tag types and provides a search result; and
providing a user-configurable output to display the search result;
wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group
consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an
event name, a rating, and a documenttype.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of providing accessto
the file repository via the Internet.

10. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking
relationships betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

11. |The method ofclaim 8, further comprising the step of linking a recipe to a
user.
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12. The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of outputting a digital
file and its associated digital tags in a singlefile.

13. A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:
a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;
a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality of digital tags to each of
the digital files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of
data selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe,
a date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype; and
a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted
according to a plurality of types of data.

14. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is
accessible overthe Internet.

15. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a
userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for tracking
relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking a
recipe to a person’s name.

18. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-
configurable.

19. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital files and data can be
exported asa singlefile.

20. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable
output to display the sortedfiles.
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METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGINGDIGITAL FILES

SCOPE OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a digital file management service. More
particularly, the present invention relates to a method and application for organizing,
viewing, sorting, notating, distributing, storing, sharing and archiving digitalfiles.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARYOFINVENTION

Prior to the invention of digital photography, people tended to share photos by
displaying printed copies in frames and albums or would store them in a containerin
hope of preserving these assets preserved for future use or future generations.
Important photos would often be inscribed on the backwith significant details (people,
location, and event) to preserve the memory of that particular occasion. Many people
would share their memories by assembling an album that could be viewed with others.
Occasionally, extra copies of special photos may have been printed for friends,
relatives, etc. Film slide shows were also a popular medium for sharing photo
memories.

With the evolution of digital files, there has been explosive growth in the number
of individuals taking photos, making movies and gathering digital documents and in the
sheer numberoffiles people are capturing digitally. Today,virtually every personal
computing device contains somekind of photo, movie or other typeof digitalfile.

At the sametime, thereislittle to no cost for people to store large amounts of
photosin various “containers” of the modern age. Facebook, Flickr, Shutterfly and
countless other social media and specialty digital files sites allow users to post and
share images to a community with a frequency and easethat continuesto feed thefire
of the digital revolution.

Whatis needed to complementthe widespread availability of digitalfiles is a
medium that allows people to organize, view, preserve and share thesefiles with all the
memory details captured, connected andvivified via an interactive interface. Such a
solution would allow digital files, including documents, photos, videos and audio, to tell a
full story now, and for generations to come.

The present disclosure relates to one or more of the following features, elements
or combinations thereof. A web-baseddigital file storage system is disclosed. The
storage system mayinclude a digitalfile repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles,
such as photos, a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digital
files, a sorting system, and a userinterface.

The digital tagging system mayinclude various types of data, such as a person’s
name,a location, a recipe, a date, a family relationship to the user, an event name, a
rating, sharing rights, file type and a document name.The sorting system can allow the
digital files to be searched and sorted according to a plurality of types of data and can
be used for creating and organizing special views. The userinterface may be user-
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configurable, and can presentthe digital files on a user’s screen based on these user
inputs.

The digitalfile repository may be accessible over the Internet. The sorting system
may provide a userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags. The
disclosed system mayalso provide a wayto track relationships between users, so that a
family tree can be displayed.

Recipes mayalso belinked to a person’s name,with, for example, a video and
digital copy of original hand-written recipe to create a recipe view.

Moreover, the digital files and data can be exported as a single file with the digital
tagging embeddedwithin the exportedfile.

In another embodiment, a method of storing digital photographsis disclosed. The
method mayincludethe steps of storing a digital photographinafile repository,
associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital
photograph, providing a search function that permits searching by a plurality of digital
tag types and provides a search result, and providing a user-configurable output to
display the search result. The digital tag types may include, for example, a person’s
name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, file type and
a documenttype. The method mayincludea further step of providing accessto thefile
repository via the Internet. The method mayalso allow for tracking relationships
betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

Additional features of the disclosure will become apparentto those skilled in the
art upon consideration of the following detailed description of preferred embodiments
exemplifying the best mode of carrying out the invention as presently perceived.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description particularly refers to the accompanying figures in which:

FIG. 1 is a screenshotof an organizational functionality view of one embodiment
of the disclosed system;

FIG. 2 is a screenshotof a photo detail view of one embodimentof the disclosed
system;

FIG. 3 is a screenshot of a gallery view of an event or aloum of one embodiment
of the disclosed system;

FIG. 4 is screenshot of an individual event or album view of one embodimentof

the disclosed system;

FIG. 5 is a screenshotof a location view of one embodimentof the disclosed

system;

FIG. 6 is a screenshotof a people thumbnail view of one embodimentof the
disclosed system;

FIG. 7 is a screenshotof a people profile view of one embodimentof the
disclosed system;

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 26



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 27

FIG. 8 is a screenshot of a family tree view of one embodimentof the disclosed
system;

FIG. 9 is a screenshotof a timeline view of one embodimentof the disclosed

system;

FIG. 10 is a screenshot of a recipe chart, according to one embodimentof the
disclosed system;

FIG. 11 is a screenshot of an album chart view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 12 is a screenshot of an event chart view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 13 is a screenshotof a people chart view of one embodimentof the
disclosed system;

FIG. 14 is a screenshot of a family tree chart view of one embodimentof the
disclosed system;

FIG. 15 is a screenshot of a location chart view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 16 is a screenshot of a recipe chart view of one embodimentof the
disclosed system;

FIG. 17 is a screenshotof a slideshow view of one embodimentof the disclosed

system;

FIG. 18 is a screenshot of an advanced searchfilter view of one embodiment of

the disclosed system; and

FIG. 19 is a screenshot of a homepage view of one embodimentof the disclosed
system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The presently disclosed method and application (herein alternatively referred to
as a “system”) provides users with an Internet-based interactive platform to gather,
organize, view, share and archive digital files using a proprietary organization system
and export tagging process. As used herein, the word “tag” refers to any type ofdigital
data that can be assignedto a file to describe some aspectof thatfile through a tagging
process. For images, the tagging is preferably in EXIF format. For videos, documents
and otherfile formats, any appropriate format me be used. The disclosed system allows
users to create, view and sharedigital files, which could represent, for example, the
memories a user has collected from the past and present, and could incorporate
additional memories for generations to come. As outlined herein, various embodiments
are disclosed that can accomplish these and other goals.

One disclosed embodimentincludes an import feature. Users can import media
files from users’ favorite sources (e.g., computers, mobile phones, social networks,
etc.). If any meta-tag information is embeddedwithin the media (e.g., date taken and
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GPS coordinates), the system could automatically read and utilize it for the user. Digital
files, media, meta-tags, and other data discussed herein may be saved to one or more
file repositories (also referred to as a database herein).

In another aspect of the disclosed system, organizational functionality is
provided. Similar to the conceptof writing certain information “on the backof a photo,”
the system's digital tagging system and organizing feature allows a user to arrange
large amountsofdigital files with tags that can characterize and documentthe digital
file(s). Digital files can be individually or group organized at the sametime for many
tags including, but notlimited to, a person’s name, family relationships of the subjects to
the user and between eachother (e.g., mother/father), location, date, event, album,
comments, documenttype(e.g., birth certificate, poetry), recipe, ranking or rating, and
sharing rights. Tags can be assignedto a singlefile at a time, or to a plurality of files at
once. For example, if a user wishes to assign the tag “grandma” to 100 photosat once,
the system provides a wayfor a userto select all 100 photos and enter the tag only
once. An example of the mannerin which digital photos can be organized is presented
is seen in Fig. 1.

Yet anotherfeature is the multiple views from which a user can display his or her
digital media files and their tagged attributes. Using a userinterface (e.g. a keyboard,
mouse,or touch screen), users can selectindividualfiles, groups offiles meeting
specific criteria, or all files in their account from which to create views. These views may
alternately take the form of a chart. These viewswill be auto-populated based upon
either tag information already associated with the digital file upon import or the tags
assigned to the digitalfiles by the user within the aforementioned organization
functionality. Each digital file can be enlarged, from any view or chart, by clicking an
information (“i”) button to show an enlarged version of the digital mediafile with all the
tags that are assignedto that digital file, as illustrated in Fig 2. In another embodiment,
the userinterface may be user-configurable, as discussed further herein.

The following views are shownwith particularity. In Fig. 1, the gallery view allows
the userto seeall the digital media that are associated within a group such as an event
or custom album. The gallery view for either events or albumsisillustrated in Fig 3.

As shownin Fig. 2, an individual album or event view allows oneto seethefiles
associated with a specific group. For example, one can view the digitalfiles that relate
to a groupoffiles called “Trip to Italy 2011”. The individual album or event view is
illustrated in Fig. 4.

A location view, as shownin Fig. 5, identifies within an interactive map (Google
map shown as an example), wheredigital files were taken or originated. The location
view can also provide additional outputs such as a journey routethat identifies the
specific locations for an eventortrip that can be customized byusers.

A people view, as shownin Fig. 6, shows thumbnail photosofall the people in
the system that can beclicked in for a people profile view. A people profile view, as
shownin Fig. 7, showsa profile picture of an individual, their birth/death information,
family relationships, overview (comments) on the person, as well as links to other views
that contain that individual in the system.
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A family tree view, as shownin Fig 8, canillustrate interactive family trees where
one can see the family tree of an individual or family. If a user clicks on an individual
within the family tree,it will take him or her to the people profile view of that person.

The timeline view, as shownin Fig. 9, will be an interactive timeline that allows
you to set rangesofdigital files by year, month and day. The digital files shown in the
timeline will also be interactive andif the userclicks on a digital file or group of digital
files (e.g., event or album), the userwill then view the information related to the digital
file(s).

A recipe view, as shownin Fig. 10, will show a recipe along with anydigitalfiles
that are associated with it. For example, a cherished family recipe may showadigital
copy of the original handwritten recipe, a photo of the family member who wasthe chef
and a video of the family member making the recipe.

Each of the aforementioned views may also be seenin a chart format view thatis
interactive when any item on the chartis clicked, the user will them be taken to a new
screen that details all relevant digital files (and file types) for the clicked item.

For aloum or event chart views, as shownin Figs. 11 and 12, the elementslisted
in those charts will include individuals who are part of each album/event, numberof
digital files, date and other pertinent information.

A people view, shownin Fig. 13, may demonstrate all the namesofindividuals
that are in the system in an alphabeticallisting. Such a people view can also contain
details on each person such as the numberof photos and videosthat are associated
with that person. The user can click on that person to pull up the profile view of the
individual or click on the numberof photos to see all the photos associated with that
person.

In the family tree chart view, shownin Fig. 14, family lineage can be viewed in
multiple ways. For example, a user can set himself as the tree anchor and then see a
tree of all people entered into the database related to the user. The user could also set
a contact as the tree anchor andthen just view the descendants of that individual.

For a location chart view, as showin Fig. 15, listings of all the locations that are
in the system are displayed along with the numberofdigitalfiles, as well as namesof
persons associated with each. A user can click on the location to seeall the digital
mediafiles that are associated with a specific location.

A recipe chart, as shownin Fig. 16, can show recipes that uploaded to the
system. Along with the ingredients and steps of each recipe, this view can identify the
chef(s) name, numberof photos and videos associated with each.

For any of the views, the user canclick on the digital file to start a slideshow
feature that will allow them to scroll through an enlarged view ofthe digital file as
illustrated in Fig. 17.

Another aspect of the disclosure is the searchfilter. This filter allows users to
select one or morecriteria that will narrow downtheir results to just those digital files
matching input criteria. The entire system can befiltered by, for example, key words(or
plurality of Key words), event names, location, people, aloums,starrating, file type,
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documenttype, and dates. A user mayfilter based on more than onecriterion at a time.
To help users quickly identify digital files that maystill need to be organized, the
advanced searchfilter also allows usersto isolate files that have no date, no location,
no people, no specific date/range, no upload date information or are lacking any other
tag.

It should be noted that in one embodiment, searching via key word will search
through all tagged information (user populated or auto-generated upon import). For
example, if a user searched for the term “Ohio,” the system would searchfor that term
associated with anyfile in any way. If the user hadfiles with Ohio as a state, file name,
street name, person’s name,file comment, etc., all would be retrieved.

Settings applied in the advanced searchfilter can cumulatively carry over to any
subsequent pagesuntil new criteria are selected. For example, a user can applya filter
to retrieve files associated with a particular person. Then the user can set a date range
to further narrow results to show only thosefiles for that selected person within the date
range. Any pages viewedfrom that point forward throughout the entire site would only
contain files associated with person and the date range specified. The advanced
searchfilter is illustrated in Fig. 18.

Yet anotherfeature can be a user’s homepage,asillustrated in Fig. 19, that can
summarize the user’s content within the system including relevant information in the
system. It is contemplated that a user’s homepage may show a summaryofthetotal
numberof photos, videos, documents and audio files that the user has uploaded. In
this embodiment, for each group ofdigitalfiles (e.g., photos), the percentoffiles that
has been organized with pertinent data such as date, name(s) and location can be
noted. In addition, the homepage can showa list of people that are in the system and
the respective count for photos, videos, documents and audio files associated with each
person. Also contemplated is a summaryof the events, albumsandlocations that have
been entered into the system. The user homepage mayserve as an executive summary
dashboard of one’s entire system and can be modified to provide data in an executive
summary format for a user.

Anotherfeature is that the entire system including the dynamic views can be
presented in a wide range of user outputs - e.g. on the user’s computer, smartphone or
tablet display. The user may chooseto presentthe digital files in any of the various
types of ways disclosed herein. Other ways of outputting the files are also possible. The
user can create and modify various sharing rights so that third parties may view the files
and if desired, provide comments,apply tags or even download/copythefiles for their
own use.

Still another embodiment can provide export functionality. Once a user has used
the organization functionality to assign information to datafile(s), a user may want to
export the data file in its original form (e.g., .jog, .mp4, etc.) with the tags embedded
within the digital file in the form of EXIF tags. In other words, a user can exporthis or
her entire set of digital files, or may choose a subset based on keywords and tags. The
exported digital files can include key tags andattributes users have assigned, andin
one embodiment, such tags and attributes can be embeddedwithin the digital files. For
example, each exported digital file may be imbedded with user-entered data such as the
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people, location, and event name. This feature will allow the users to back up their files
to another source (e.g., external computer hard drive) or to transport it to another venue
(e.g., another website that is used for viewing and/or sharing digital files such as a
social media website) where it can be viewed with theseattributes. This export feature
can provide users with the advantage of neverlosing key data that was stored simply
becausethe user choosesto moveits digitalfiles to a new digital archiving system.

A method is also disclosed. The method mayincludethe steps of storing a digital
file in a file repository, associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types
with the digital file, providing a search function that permits simultaneously searching by
a plurality of digital tag types and provides a search result, and providing a user-
configurable output to display the search result. The digital tag types may include, for
example, a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship between
individuals, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype.

Under the disclosed method, access may be providedto the repository via the
Internet. Relationships between users may also be tracked such that a family tree can
be displayed. A recipe may also be linked to a user or person. Finally, the method may
include the step of outputting a digitalfile and its associated digital tags into a singlefile.

While the disclosure is susceptible to various modifications and alternative forms,
specific exemplary embodiments thereof have been shown by wayof examplein the
drawings and have herein been describedin detail. It should be understood, however,
that there is no intent to limit the disclosure to the particular forms disclosed, but on the
contrary, the intention is to coverall modifications, equivalents, and alternativesfalling
within the spirit and scope of the disclosure as defined by the appendedclaims.

A plurality of advantages arises from the various features of the present
disclosure.It will be noted that alternative embodiments of various components of the
disclosure may notincludeall of the features described yetstill benefit from at least
someof the advantagesof such features. Those of ordinary skill in the art may readily
devise their own implementations of a digital file organization system that incorporate
oneor moreof the features of the present disclosure andfall within the spirit and scope
of the disclosure.
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PTO/SB/01A (01-09)
Approved for use through 09/30/2010. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no personsare required to respond to a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number.

DECLARATION(37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET(37 CFR 1.76)

Title of|METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGING DIGITAL FILES
Invention

As the below namedinventor(s), I/we declare that:

This declaration Vv onis directed to: The attached application, or

[| United States application or PCT international application number
filed on

As amended on (if applicable);

 

 

I/we believe that I/we am/are the original andfirst inventor(s) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patentis
sought;

I/we have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified application, including the claims, as amended by any
amendmentspecifically referred to above;

I/we acknowledge the duty to disclose to the United States Patent and TrademarkOffice all information known to me/us to be
material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56, including for continuation-in-part applications, material information which
became available between thefiling date of the prior application and the national or PCT International filing date of the
continuation-in-part application.

WARNING:

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documentsfiled in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers,or credit card
numbers(other than a checkor credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by
the USPTOto support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the
USPTO,petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them
to the USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication
of the application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance
of a patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandonedapplication mayalso be available to the public if the application is
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposesare not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

All statements made herein of my/our own knowledgearetrue,all statements made herein on information and belief are
believed to be true, and further that these statements were made with the knowledgethatwillful false statements and thelike
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001, and may jeopardize the validity of the application or any
patent issuing thereon.

FULL NAME OF INVENTOR(S)

Inventor one: Christopher Desmond Date. 06/09/11 

Signature: Citizen of: US  

Inventor two: Nancy Desmond Date: 06/09/11 

Signature: Citizen of: US

imi Additional inventors or a legal representative are being named on additional form(s) attached hereto.
This collection of information is required by 35 U.S.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichisto file (and
by the USPTOto process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 minute to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amountof time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

lf you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection
with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly,
pursuantto the requirements of the Act, please be advisedthat: (1) the general authority for the
collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary;
and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
process and/or examine your submission, which mayresult in termination of proceedings or
abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether
disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.
A record from this system of records maybedisclosed,as a routine use, in the course of
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.
A record in this system of records maybedisclosed, as a routine use, to a Memberof
Congress submitting a requestinvolving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the
individual has requested assistance from the Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the
record.

A record in this system of records maybedisclosed, as a routine use, to a contractorof the
Agency having needfor the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).
A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in
this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the
World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.
A record in this system of records maybedisclosed, as a routine use, to another federal
agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuantto
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).
A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as
part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management
practices and programs,underauthority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall
be madein accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and anyotherrelevant(/.e., GSA or Commerce)directive. Such disclosure shall not
be used to make determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records maybedisclosed, as a routine use, to the public after
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent
pursuantto 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subjectto the limitations of 37
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in an application which
became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an
issued patent.
A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State,
or local law enforcementagency,if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential
violation of law or regulation.
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DocCode - SCORE

SCORE Placeholder Sheet for IFW Content

Application Number: 13157214 Document Date: 6/9/2011

The presenceofthis form in the IFW record indicates that the following document type wasreceived in
electronic format on the date identified above. This content is stored in the SCORE database.

e Drawings

Since this was an electronic submission,there is no physicalartifact folder, no artifact folder is recorded in

PALM,and no paper documentsor physical media exist. The TIFF imagesin the IFW record were created
from the original documentsthat are stored in SCORE.
To access the documents in the SCORE database, refer to instructions developed by SIRA.

At the time of documententry (noted above):
e Examiners may access SCORE content via the eDAN interface using the Supplemental Contenttab.
e Other USPTO employees can bookmark the current SCORE URL (http://es/ScoreAccessWeb/).
e External customers may access SCORE content via the Public and Private PAIR interfaces using the

Supplemental Contenttab.

Form Revision Date: May 1, 2009
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This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTOofthe indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shownonthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish thefiling date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptanceof the application as a
national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

NewInternational Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
nationalsecurity, and the date shownon this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the internationalfiling date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
! OX.

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER 371(c) DATE UNIT FIL FEE REC'D ATTY.DOCKET.NO ITOT CLAIMSJIND CLAIMS

 
 
   

13/157,214 06/09/2011 462 Memory-Webb 20 3
CONFIRMATION NO. 6707

91105 FILING RECEIPT

Caliber IP, LLC

150 N Michigan Ave,, Ste, 2800 109980908
Chicago, IL 60601

Date Mailed: 06/27/2011

Receipt is acknowledgedof this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application mustinclude the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted onthis Filing Receipt, please
submit a written requestfor a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copyofthis Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processesthe reply
to the Notice, the USPTOwill generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Applicant(s)
Christopher Desmond, Glen Ellyn, IL;
Nancy Desmond,Glen Ellyn, IL;

Powerof Attorney: None

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant

Foreign Applications (You may beeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO.Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.)

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/20/2011

The country code and numberof your priority application, to be usedfor filing abroad underthe Paris Convention,
is US 13/157,214

Projected Publication Date: To Be Determined - pending completion of Missing Parts

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **
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Title

METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGINGDIGITAL FILES

Preliminary Class

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider thefiling of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the sameinvention in membercountries, but does notresult in a grantof "an international
patent" and doesnoteliminate the need of applicantsto file additional documentsandfees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a persondesiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordancewith its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised thatin the case of inventions madein the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. Thefiling of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance asto the status of applicant's license for foreignfiling.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents”(specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlinesforfiling foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, orit
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http:/Avww.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerceinitiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protectintellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcementissues, applicants may
call the U.S. Governmenthotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED"followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issuedin all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope andlimitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
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license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicatedis the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This licenseis to be retained by the licensee and maybe usedat any time onorafter the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s)filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grantof a license doesnot in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Governmentcontract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselvesof current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOESNOTappearonthis form. Applicant maystill petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from thefiling date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from thefiling date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee mayforeignfile the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
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Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www.uspto.gov
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CONFIRMATIONNO. 6707
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Caliber IP, LLC
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Chicago, IL 60601

Date Mailed: 06/27/2011

NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION

FILED UNDER37 CFR1.53(b)

Filing Date Granted

Items Required To Avoid Abandonment:

An application number andfiling date have been accordedto this application. The item(s) indicated below,
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHSfrom the date of this Notice within whichtofile all
required items below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained byfiling a petition accompanied
by the extension fee underthe provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a).

« The oath or declaration is unsigned.

The application is informal since it does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below.

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment:

* A substitute specification in compliance with 37 CFR 1.52, 1.121(b)(3), and 1.125, is required. The substitute
specification must be submitted with markings and be accompanied by a cleanversion (without markings) as
set forth in 37 CFR 1.125(c) and a statementthat the substitute specification contains no new matter (see 37
CFR 1.125(b)). The specification, claims, and/or abstract page(s) submitted is not acceptable and cannot be
scannedorproperly stored because:

* The line spacing on the specification, claims, and/or abstract is not 12 or double spaced (see 37 CFR
1.52(b)).

Applicant is cautioned that correction of the above items may causethe specification and drawings page countto
exceed 100 pages.If the specification and drawings exceed 100 pages, applicant will need to submit the required
application size fee.

The applicant needs to satisfy supplemental fees problems indicated below.

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment:

« A surcharge (for late submission offiling fee, search fee, examination fee or oath or declaration) as set forth in
37 CFR 1.16(f) of $65 for a small entity in compliance with 37 CFR 1.27, must be submitted.

SUMMARYOFFEES DUE:

Total fee(s) required within TWO MONTHSfrom the date of this Notice is $65 for a small entity
« $65 Surcharge.
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Replies should be mailed to:

Mail Stop Missing Parts
Commissionerfor Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria VA 22313-1450

Registered users of EFS-Web mayalternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web.
https ://sportal.uspto.gov/authenticate/AuthenticateUserLocalEPF.html

For more information about EFS-Webpleasecall the USPTO Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197 or
visit our website at http://www.uspto.gov/ebc.

If you are not using EFS-Webto submit your reply, you must include a copyofthis notice.

/\dvan/

 

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101
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« The revocation is not signed by the applicant, the assigneeof the entire interest, or one particular principal
attorney having the authority to revoke.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE PRESORTED

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS FIRST-CLASS MAIL
P.O.BOX 1450 U.S. POSTAGE PAID

; POSTEDIGITAL
ALEXANDRIA VA 22313-1451 NNNNN

Caliber IP, LLC
150 N. Michigan Ave., Ste. 2800
Chicago, IL 60601

Courtesy Reminderfor
Application Serial No: 13/157,214

Attorney Docket No: Memory-Webb
Customer Number: 91105

Date of Electronic Notification: 06/27/2011
 

This is a courtesy reminder that new correspondenceis available for this
application. The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence
will be indicated on the form PTOL-90 accompanying the correspondence.

An email notification regarding the correspondence was sentto the following
email address(es) associated with your customer number:

USPTO@CALIBERIP.COM

Please verify that these email addresses are correct.

To view your correspondenceonline or update your email addresses, please
visit us anytime at https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.
If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC)
at EBC@uspto.gov or call 1-866-217-9197.
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ABSTRACT

A web-baseddigital file storage system is disclosed. The storage system may

include a digitalfile repository for storing and retrieving digital files, such as photos, a

digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles, a sorting

system, and a userinterface.
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Whatis claimedis:

1. A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a digital tagging system permitting the user to assign a plurality of digital tags to

each ofthe digital files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one

type of data selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a

recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype;

a searchfilter, wherein the searchfilter allows the digital files to be searched

according to a plurality of types of data; and

a userinterface that presents the digital files on a user’s screen based on the

digital tags.

2. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible over the Internet.

3. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the search system provides a user

with the ability to search based on a plurality of types of data simultaneously.

4. The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships between and among users and namedpersons,so that a family

tree can be displayed.

5. The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a

recipe to at least one of a person’s name,videos, photos, documents, and audio

files.
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6. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

7. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital files and data can be

exported as a single or multiple files.

8. A methodof storing digital files, the method comprising the steps of:

storing a digitalfile in a file repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digitalfile;

providing a search function that permits simultaneously searching bya plurality of

digital tag types and provides a search result; and

providing a user-configurable output to display the search result;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of providing accessto

the file repository via the Internet.

10. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships betweenuserssothat a family tree can be displayed.

11. |The method ofclaim 8, further comprising the step of linking a recipe to a

user.

12. The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of outputting a digital

file and its associated digital tags in a singlefile.
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13. A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality of digital tags to each of

the digital files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of

data selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe,

a date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype; and

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data.

14. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible over the Internet.

15. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking a

recipe to a person’s name.

18. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

19. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital files and data can be

exported asa singlefile.

20. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

output to display the sortedfiles.
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METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGINGDIGITAL FILES

SCOPE OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a digital file management service. More

particularly, the present invention relates to a method and application for organizing,

viewing, sorting, notating, distributing, storing, sharing and archiving digitalfiles. |

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARYOFINVENTION

Prior to the invention of digital photography, people tended to share photos by

displaying printed copies in frames and albumsor would store them in a containerin

hope of preserving these assets preservedfor future use or future generations.

Important photos would often be inscribed on the back with significant details (people,

location, and event) to preserve the memoryof that particular occasion. Many people

would share their memories by assembling an albumthat could be viewed with others.

Occasionally, extra copies of special photos may have beenprintedforfriends,

relatives, etc. Film slide shows were also a popular medium for sharing photo

memories.

With the evolution of digital files, there has been explosive growth in the number
of individuals taking photos, making movies and gathering digital documents andin the

sheer numberoffiles people are capturing digitally. Today, virtually every personal

computing device contains somekind of photo, movie or other type of digital file.
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At the same time, there is little to no cost for people to store large amounts of

photosin various “containers” of the modern age. Facebook, Flickr, Shutterfly and

countless other social media and specialty digitalfiles sites allow users to post and

-share images to a community with a frequency and easethat continuesto feed the fire

of the digital revolution.

What is needed to complementthe widespread availabilityof digital files is a

medium that allows people to organize, view, preserve and sharethesefiles with all the

memory details captured, connected andvivified via an interactive interface. Such a

solution would allow digital files, including documents, photos, videos and audio, totell a

full story now,and for generations to come.

The presentdisclosure relates to one or moreof the following features, elements

or combinations thereof. A web-baseddigitalfile storage system is disclosed. The

storage system mayinclude a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles,

such as photos,a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digital

files, a sorting system, and a user interface.

Thedigital tagging system mayinclude various types of data, such as a person's
name,a location, a recipe, a date, a family relationship to the user, an event name,a

rating, sharing rights,file type and a document name. Thesorting system can allow the

digital files to be searched and sorted according to a plurality of types of data and can

be used for creating and organizing special views. The user interface may be user-

configurable, and can present the digital files on a user's screen based on these user

inputs.
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The digital file repository may be accessible overthe Internet. The sorting system

may provide a userwith the ability to search based ona plurality of digital tags. The

disclosed system mayalso provide awayto track relationships betweenusers, so that a

family tree can be displayed.

Recipes mayalso belinked to a person’s name, with, for example, a video and

digital copy of original hand-written recipe to create a recipe view.

Moreover, the digital files and data can be exported asa singlefile with the digital

tagging embeddedwithin the exportedfile.

In another embodiment, a methodof storing digital photographs is disclosed. The

method mayinclude the steps of storing a digital photographin a file repository,

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph, providing a search function that permits searching by a plurality of digital

tag types and provides a search result, and providing a user-configurable output to

display the search result. The digital tag types mayinclude, for example, a person’s

name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, file type and

a document type. The method mayinclude a further step of providing accessto thefile

repository via the Internet. The method mayalso allow for tracking relationships

betweenuserssothat a family tree can be displayed.

Additional features of the disclosure will become apparent to those skilled in the

art upon consideration of the following detailed description of preferred embodiments

exemplifying the best mode of carrying out the invention as presently perceived.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description particularly refers to the accompanyingfigures in which:

FIG. 1 is a screenshot of an organizational functionality view of one embodiment

of the disclosed system;

FIG. 2 is a screenshotof a photo detail view of one embodimentof the disclosed

system;

FIG. 3 is a screenshotof a gallery view of an event or album of one embodiment

of the disclosed system;

FIG. 4 is screenshotof an individual event or album view of one embodimentof

the disclosed system;

FIG. 5 is a screenshotof a location view of one embodimentof the disclosed

system;

FIG. 6 is a screenshot of a people thumbnail view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 7 is a screenshot of a people profile view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 8 is a screenshot of a family tree view of one embodimentof the disclosed

system;

FIG. 9 is a screenshotof a timeline view of one embodimentof the disclosed

system;
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FIG. 10 is a screenshotof a recipe chart, according to one embodimentofthe °

disclosed system;

FIG. 11 is a screenshot of an album chart view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 12 is a screenshot of an event chart view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 13 is a screenshotof a people chart view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 14 is a screenshot of a family tree chart view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 15 is a screenshotof a location chart view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 16 is a screenshotof a recipe chart view of one embodimentof the

disclosed system;

FIG. 17 is a screenshot of a slideshow view of one embodimentof the disclosed

system;

FIG. 18 is a screenshot of an advancedsearchfilter view of one embodimentof

the disclosed system; and

FIG. 19 is a screenshot of a homepage view of one embodiment of the disclosed

system.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The presently disclosed method and application (herein alternatively referred to

as a “system”) provides users with an Internet-basedinteractive platform to gather,

organize, view, share and archive digital files using a proprietary organization system

and export tagging process. As used herein, the word “tag” refers to any type of digital

data that can be assignedtoafile to describe some aspect ofthat file through a tagging

process. For images, the tagging is preferably in EXIF format. For videos, documents

and other file formats, any appropriate format me be used. The disclosed system allows

users to create, view and share digital files, which could represent, for example, the

memories a userhas collected from the past and present, and could incorporate

additional memoriesfor generations to come. As outlined herein, various embodiments

are disclosed that can accomplish these and other goals.

Onedisclosed embodimentincludes an import feature. Users can import media

files from users’ favorite sources (€.g., computers, mobile phones, social networks,

etc.). If any meta-tag information is embedded within the media (e.g., date taken and

GPS coordinates), the system could automatically read andutilize it for the user. Digital

files, media, meta-tags, and other data discussed herein may be saved to one or more

file repositories (also referred to as a databaseherein).

In another aspect of the disclosed system, organizational functionality is

provided. Similar to the conceptof writing certain information “on the back of a photo,”

the system's digital tagging system and organizing feature allows a user to arrange

large amountsof digital files with tags that can characterize and documentthe digital!

file(s). Digital files can be individually or group organized at the sametime for many
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tags including, but notlimited to, a person’s name,family relationships of the subjects to

the user and betweeneachother(e.g., mother/father), location, date, event, album,

comments, documenttype (e.g., birth certificate, poetry), recipe, ranking or rating, and
sharing rights. Tags can be assignedto a singlefile at a time, or to a plurality of files at

once. For example, if a user wishes to assign the tag “grandma” to 100 photosat once,

the system provides a wayfor a userto select all 100 photos and enterthe tag only

once. An example of the mannerin which digital photos can be organized is presented

is seen in Fig. 1.

Yet anotherfeature is the multiple views from which a user can display his or her

digital media files and their tagged attributes. Using a user interface (e.g. a keyboard,

mouse, or touch screen), users can select individualfiles, groups of files meeting

specific criteria,orall files in their account from which to create views. These views may
alternately take the form of a chart. These viewswill be auto-populated based upon

. either tag information already associated with the digital file upon import or the tags

assignedto the digital files by the user within the aforementioned organization

functionality. Each digital file can be enlarged, from any view or chart, by clicking an

information (“i”) button to show an enlarged version of the digital mediafile with all the
tags that are assignedto that digitalfile, as illustrated in Fig 2. In another embodiment,

the user interface may be user-configurable, as discussed further herein.

The following views are shown with particularity. In Fig. 1, the gallery view allows

the userto seeall the digital media that are associated within a group such as an event

or custom album. The gallery view for either events or albumsisillustrated in Fig 3.
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As shownin Fig. 2, an individual album or event view allows oneto seethefiles

associated with a specific group. For example, one can viewthedigitalfiles that relate

to a group offiles called “Trip to Italy 2011”. The individual album or event view is

illustrated in Fig. 4.

A location view, as shownin Fig. 5, identifies within an interactive map (Google

map shown as an example), where digital files were taken or originated. The location

view can also provide additional outputs such as a journey route that identifies the

specific locations for an eventortrip that can be customized by users.

A people view, as shownin Fig. 6, shows thumbnail photosofall the people in

the system that can beclicked in for a people profile view. A people profile view, as

shownin Fig. 7, showsa profile picture of an individual, their birth/death information,

family relationships, overview (comments) on the person, as well as links to other views

that contain that individual in the system.

A family tree view, as shownin Fig 8, canillustrate interactive family trees where

one can seethe family tree of an individual or family. If a user clicks on an individual

within the family tree, it will take him or her to the people profile view of that person.

The timeline view, as shownin Fig.9, will be an interactive timeline that allows

you to set rangesof digital files by year, month and day. Thedigitalfiles shownin the

timeline will also be interactive andif the user clicks on a digital file or group of digital

files (e.g., event or album), the user will then view the information related to the digital

file(s).
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A recipe view, as shownin Fig. 10, will show a recipe along with anydigitalfiles

that are associated with it. For example, a cherished family recipe may showadigital

copy of the original handwritten recipe, a photo of the family member who wasthe chef

and a video of the family member making the recipe.

Eachof the aforementioned views may also be seenin a chart format viewthatis

interactive when any item on the chart is clicked, the userwill them be taken to a new

screenthat details all relevantdigitalfiles (and file types) for the clicked item.

For album or event chart views, as shownin Figs. 11 and 12, the elementslisted

in those chartswill include individuals who are part of each album/event, numberof

digital files, date and other pertinent information.

A people view, shownin Fig. 13, may demonstrate all the namesofindividuals

that are in the system in an alphabeticallisting. Such a people view can also contain

details on each person such as the numberof photos and videos that are associated

with that person. The user canclick on that person to pull up the profile view of the

individualor click on the numberof photos to see all the photos associated with that

person.

In the family tree chart view, shownin Fig. 14, family lineage can be viewedin

multiple ways. For example, a user can set himself as the tree anchor and then see a

tree of all people entered into the database related to the user. The user could also set

a contact as the tree anchorand thenjust view the descendants of that individual.

For a location chart view, as showin Fig. 15, listings of all the locations that are

in the system are displayed along with the numberofdigital files, as well as namesof
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persons associated with each. A user can click on the location to see all the digital

mediafiles that are associated with a specific location.

A recipe chart, as shownin Fig. 16, can show recipes that uploadedto the

system. Along with the ingredients and steps of each recipe, this view can identify the

chef(s) name, numberof photos and videos associated with each.

For any of the views, the user canclick on the digitalfile to start a slideshow

feature that will allow them to scroll through an enlarged view ofthe digital file as

illustrated in Fig. 17.

Another aspect of the disclosure is the searchfilter. This filter allows users to

select one or morecriteria that will narrow downtheir results to just those digitalfiles

matching input criteria. The entire system canbefiltered by, for example, key words (or

plurality of key words), event names, location, people, albums, star rating, file type,

document type, and dates. A user mayfilter based on more than onecriterion at a time.
To help users quickly identify digital files that maystill need to be organized, the

advanced searchfilter also allows usersto isolate files that have no date, no location,

no people, no specific date/range, no upload date information or are lacking any other

tag.

It should be noted that in one embodiment, searching via key word will search

throughall tagged information (user populated or auto-generated upon import). For

example, if a user searched for the term “Ohio,” the system would searchfor that term

associated with anyfile in any way.If the user had files with Ohio asa state, file name,

street name, person’s name, file comment,etc., all would be retrieved.

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 65



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 66

Settings applied in the advanced searchfilter can cumulatively carry over to any

subsequent pages until new criteria are selected. For example, a user can applyafilter

to retrieve files associated with a particular person. Then the user can set a date range

to further narrow results to show only those files for that selected person within the date

range. Any pages viewed from that point forward throughoutthe entire site would only

contain files associated with person and the date range specified. The advanced

searchfilter is illustrated in Fig. 18.

Yet another feature can be a user’s homepage,asillustrated in Fig. 19, that can

summarize the user’s content within the system including relevant information in the
system.It is contemplated that a user's homepage may show a summary ofthetotal

numberof photos, videos, documents and audiofiles that the user has uploaded. In

this embodiment, for each groupof digitalfiles (e.g., photos), the percentoffiles that

has been organized with pertinent data such as date, name(s) and location can be

noted. In addition, the homepage can showa list of people that are in the system and

the respective count for photos, videos, documents and audio files associated with each

person. Also contemplated is a summary of the events, albums and locations that have

been entered into the system. The user homepage mayserve as an executive summary

dashboard of one’s entire system and can be modified to provide data in an executive

summaryformat for a user.

Another feature is that the entire system including the dynamic views can be

presented in a wide rangeof user outputs - e.g. on the user’s computer, smartphone or

tablet display. The user may chooseto presentthe digitalfiles in any of the various

types of ways disclosed herein. Other ways of outputting the files are also possible. The
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user can create and modify various sharing rights so that third parties may viewthefiles

andif desired, provide comments, apply tags or even download/copythefiles for their

own use.

Still another embodiment can provide export functionality. Oncea user has used

the organization functionality to assign information to datafile(s), a user may wantto

export the datafile in its original form (e.g., .jpg, .mp4, etc.) with the tags embedded

within the digital file in the form of EXIF tags. In other words, a user can export his or

her entire set of digital files, or may choose a subset based on keywords andtags. The

exported digitalfiles can include key tags and attributes users have assigned, andin

one embodiment, such tags and attributes can be embeddedwithin the digitalfiles. For

example, each exporteddigitalfile may be imbedded with user-entered data such as the

people, location, and event name.This feature will allow the users to backuptheirfiles

to another source (e.g., external computer hard drive) or to transport it to another venue

(e.g., another website that is used for viewing and/or sharing digital files such as a

social media website) whereit can be viewedwith theseattributes. This export feature

can provide users with the advantage of never losing key data that was stored simply

because the user choosesto moveits digital files to a new digital archiving system.

A method is also disclosed. The method mayinclude the steps of storing a digital

file in a file repository, associatinga plurality of digital tags having different tag types

with the digital file, providing a search function that permits simultaneously searching by

a plurality of digital tag types and provides a searchresult, and providing a user-

configurable output to display the search result. The digital tag types mayinclude,for
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example, a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship between

individuals, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype.

Underthe disclosed method, access may be provided to the repository via the

Internet. Relationships between users mayalso be tracked such that a family tree can

be displayed. A recipe mayalso belinked to a useror person.Finally, the method may

include the step of outputting a digital file and its associated digital tags into a singlefile.

While the disclosure is susceptible to various modifications and alternative forms,

specific exemplary embodiments thereof have been shown by way of example in the

drawings and have herein been describedin detail. It should be understood, however,

that there is no intent to limit the disclosure to the particular forms disclosed, but on the

contrary, the intention is to coverall modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling

within the spirit and scope of the disclosure as defined by the appendedclaims.

A plurality of advantages arises from the various features of the present

disclosure.It will be noted that alternative embodiments of various componentsof the

disclosure may notincludeall of the features described yetstill benefit from at least

someof the advantages of such features. Those of ordinary skill in the art may readily

devise their ownimplementationsof a digital file organization system that incorporate

one or more of the features of the present disclosure andfall within the spirit and scope

of the disclosure.
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CONFIRMATIONNO. 6707

91105 WITHDRAWALNOTICE

Caliber IP, LLC

(SON Mtipan Ave, Ste, 2800 HNN)
Chicago, IL 60601

Date Mailed: 03/06/2012

Letter Regarding a New Notice and/or the Status of the Application

If a new notice or Filing Receipt is enclosed, applicant may disregard the previous notice mailed on
06/27/2011. The time period for reply runs from the mail date of the new notice. Within the time period
for reply, applicant is required to file a reply in compliance with the requirements set forth in the new
notice to avoid abandonmentof the application.

Registered users of EFS-Web may alternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web.
https://sportal.uspto.gov/authenticate/AuthenticateUserLocalEPF.html
 

For more information about EFS-Webplease call the USPTO Electronic Business Center at
1-866-217-9197 or visit our website at http://www.uspto.gov/ebc.
 

If the reply is not filed electronically via EFS-Web,the reply must be accompaniedby a copy of
the new notice.

If the Office previously granted a petition to withdraw the holding of abandonmentor a petition to
revive under 37 CFR 1.137, the status of the application has been returned to pendingstatus.

/rmohamed/

 

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or
1-888-786-0101
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE
UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSQ. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www.uspto.gov

13/157,214 06/09/2011 Christopher Desmond
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CONFIRMATION NO.6707

91105 FORMALITIES LETTER

Caliber IP, LLC

150 N. Michigan Ave., Ste. 2800 OC
Chicago, IL 60601 000000052920749

Date Mailed: 03/06/2012

NOTICE TO FILE CORRECTED APPLICATION PAPERS

Filing Date Granted

An application number andfiling date have been accordedto this application. The application is informal since
it does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS
from the date of this Notice within which to correct the informalities indicated below. Extensions of time may be
obtainedbyfiling a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a).

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment:

* A substitute specification in compliance with 37 CFR 1.52, 1.121(b)(3), and 1.125, is required. The substitute
specification must be submitted with markings and be accompanied by a cleanversion (without markings) as
set forth in 37 CFR 1.125(c) and a statementthat the substitute specification contains no new matter (see 37
CFR 1.125(b)). The specification, claims, and/or abstract page(s) submitted is not acceptable and cannot be
scannedorproperly stored because:

* The line spacing on the specification, claims, and/or abstract is not 12 or double spaced (see 37 CFR
1.52(b)).

Applicant is cautioned that correction of the above items may causethe specification and drawings page countto
exceed 100 pages.If the specification and drawings exceed 100 pages, applicant will need to submit the required
application size fee.
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Replies should be mailed to:

Mail Stop Missing Parts
Commissionerfor Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria VA 22313-1450

Registered users of EFS-Web mayalternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web.
https ://sportal.uspto.gov/authenticate/AuthenticateUserLocalEPF.html

For more information about EFS-Webpleasecall the USPTO Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197 or
visit our website at http://www.uspto.gov/ebc.

If you are not using EFS-Webto submit your reply, you must include a copyofthis notice.

/rmohamed/
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Date Mailed: 03/06/2012

Receipt is acknowledgedof this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application mustinclude the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted onthis Filing Receipt, please
submit a written requestfor a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copyofthis Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processesthe reply
to the Notice, the USPTOwill generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Applicant(s)
Christopher Desmond, Glen Ellyn, IL;
Nancy Desmond,Glen Ellyn, IL;

Powerof Attorney: None

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant

Foreign Applications (You may beeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO.Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.)

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/20/2011

The country code and numberof your priority application, to be usedfor filing abroad underthe Paris Convention,
is US 13/157,214

Projected Publication Date: To Be Determined - pending completion of Corrected Papers

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **

page 1 of 3

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 73



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 74

Title

METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGINGDIGITAL FILES

Preliminary Class

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider thefiling of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the sameinvention in membercountries, but does notresult in a grantof "an international
patent" and doesnoteliminate the need of applicantsto file additional documentsandfees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a persondesiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordancewith its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised thatin the case of inventions madein the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. Thefiling of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance asto the status of applicant's license for foreignfiling.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents”(specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlinesforfiling foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, orit
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http:/Avww.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerceinitiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protectintellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcementissues, applicants may
call the U.S. Governmenthotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED"followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issuedin all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope andlimitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
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license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicatedis the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This licenseis to be retained by the licensee and maybe usedat any time onorafter the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s)filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grantof a license doesnot in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Governmentcontract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselvesof current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOESNOTappearonthis form. Applicant maystill petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from thefiling date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from thefiling date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee mayforeignfile the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

 

SelectuSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation and commercialization of new technologies. The USAoffers tremendous
resources and advantagesfor those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation

works to encourage, facilitate, and accelerate business investment. To learn more about why the USAis the best
country in the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business,visit SelectUSA.gov.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARKOFFICE
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Art Unit:

Confirmation

No.:

Application
Ser. No.:

Title:

Inventors:
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Christopher Desmond
Nancy Desmond
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Memory-Webb
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eeeeeeeeeeSe DATED: MARCH 2012

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF SUBMISSION

IN RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF MISSING PARTS

MAIL STOP: Missing Parts
Commissionerfor Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir/Madam:

The following is submitted in response to the Notice of Missing Parts, dated June

27, 2011 as well as the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers dated March6,

2012. According to the USPTO,the lines pacing on the specification, claims, and/or

abstract were not 1 2 or double spaced.
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Applicant has previously submitted properly spaced substitute copies of the

claims, the specification and the abstract on August 16, 2011. Applicant states and

affirms that the substitute copies contain NO NEW MATTER.It is Applicant’s belief that

the substitute copies as well as the present statement adequately addresses the above

Notice to File Missing Parts and the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers.

However,it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact the undersignedif

anything further is deemed necessary.

Respectfully submitted,

/David Oskin/

David Oskin

Registration #58,863
Caliber IP, LLC
150 N. Michigan Ave., Ste. 2800
Chicago, IL 60601
p: 312-890-2527
f: 312-277-9002

e: david@caliberip.com
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national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

NewInternational Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
nationalsecurity, and the date shownon this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the internationalfiling date of
the application.

 

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 79



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 80

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
! OX.

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER 371(c) DATE UNIT FIL FEE REC'D ATTY.DOCKET.NO ITOT CLAIMSJIND CLAIMS

 
 
   

13/157,214 06/09/2011 527 Memory-Webb 20 3
CONFIRMATION NO. 6707
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Caliber IP, LLC

150 N Michigan Ave,, Ste, 2800 10998000000,09
Chicago, IL 60601

Date Mailed: 08/14/2012

Receipt is acknowledgedof this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application mustinclude the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted onthis Filing Receipt, please
submit a written requestfor a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copyofthis Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processesthe reply
to the Notice, the USPTOwill generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Applicant(s)
Christopher Desmond, Glen Ellyn, IL;
Nancy Desmond,Glen Ellyn, IL;

Powerof Attorney: None

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant

Foreign Applications (You may beeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO.Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.)

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/20/2011

The country code and numberof your priority application, to be usedfor filing abroad underthe Paris Convention,
is US 13/157,214

Projected Publication Date: 12/13/2012

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **

page 1 of 3

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 80



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 81

Title

METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGINGDIGITAL FILES

Preliminary Class

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider thefiling of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the sameinvention in membercountries, but does notresult in a grantof "an international
patent" and doesnoteliminate the need of applicantsto file additional documentsandfees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a persondesiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordancewith its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised thatin the case of inventions madein the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. Thefiling of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance asto the status of applicant's license for foreignfiling.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents”(specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlinesforfiling foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, orit
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http:/Avww.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerceinitiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protectintellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcementissues, applicants may
call the U.S. Governmenthotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED"followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issuedin all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope andlimitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
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license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicatedis the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This licenseis to be retained by the licensee and maybe usedat any time onorafter the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s)filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grantof a license doesnot in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Governmentcontract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselvesof current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOESNOTappearonthis form. Applicant maystill petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from thefiling date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from thefiling date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee mayforeignfile the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

 

SelectuSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation and commercialization of new technologies. The USAoffers tremendous
resources and advantagesfor those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation

works to encourage, facilitate, and accelerate business investment. To learn more about why the USAis the best
country in the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business,visit SelectUSA.gov.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number
Substitute for Form PTO-875 13/157,214

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART| OTHER THAN

(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY SMALL ENTITY

BASIC FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c))
SEARCH FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(K), (i), or (m))

ONaslo hom(37 CFR 1.16(0)

If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE|sheets of paper, the application size fee dueis
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.

41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).

MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT(37 CFR 1.16(j))

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2.

APPLICATION AS AMENDED- PARTII

OTHER THAN

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST

REMAINING NUMBER ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
AFTER PREVIOUSLY FEE($)

AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Total

(37 CFR 1.16(i))

Independent(37 CFR 1.16(h))

Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
AMENDMENTA

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENTCLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
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REMAINING NUMBER ADDITIONAL
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(37 CFR 1.16(i))
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(37 CFR 1.16(h))

Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
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FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENTCLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))

* |f the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
* If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACEis less than 20, enter "20".
* lf the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACEis less than 3, enter "3".

The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE   

11/19/2012 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):
USPTO @CALIBERIP.COM

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

 13/157,214 DESMOND ETAL.

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit
MICHAEL HICKS 2165

-- The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLYIS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY(30) DAYS,

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, evenif timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)X] Responsive to communication(s)filed on 09 June 2011.

2a)L] This action is FINAL. 2b) This action is non-final.
3)L] Anelection was madebythe applicant in responseto a restriction requirementset forth during the interview on

___; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporatedinto this action.

4)L] Sincethis application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

5) Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application.
 

 
5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6)L] Claims) is/are allowed.
7)X] Claim(s) 1-20is/are rejected.

8)L] Claim(s) ____ is/are objected to.
9)L] Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

 

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may beeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway
program ata participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
htto:/Awww.usoto.qaov/patents/init evenis/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.cov. 

Application Papers

10)L] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)] The drawing(s)filed on 09 June 2011 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)[_] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[.] Acknowledgmentis made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

a)LJ All b)L] Some * c)L] Noneof:
1.) Certified copies of the priority documents have beenreceived.

2.L] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.L] Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) Xx] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) | Interview Summary (PTO-413)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date.

2) CT] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 4) CT] Other:
Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 09-12) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20121113
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 2

Art Unit: 2165

DETAILED ACTION

1. Claims 1-20 Pending.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of
matter, or any new anduseful improvementthereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the
conditions and requirements ofthis title.

3. Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is

directed to non-statutory subject matter.

As perclaims 1-7 and 13-20, the claims lack the necessary physicalarticles or

objects to constitute a machine or a manufacture within the meaning of 35 USC 101.

Theyare clearly not a series of steps or acts to be a process nor are they a combination

of chemical compoundsto be a composition of matter. As such, theyfail to fall within a

statutory category. They are, at best, functional descriptive material per se.

Descriptive material can be characterized as either “functional descriptive

material” or “nonfunctional descriptive material.” Both types of “descriptive material” are

nonstatutory when claimed as descriptive material per se, 33 F.3d at 1360, 31 USPQ2d

at 1759. When functional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable

medium, it becomesstructurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and will be

statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the function of the descriptive

material to be realized. Compare /n re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d

1031, 1035 (Fed. Cir. 1994)
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 3

Art Unit: 2165

Merely claiming nonfunctional descriptive material, i.e., abstract ideas, stored on

a computer-readable medium, in a computer, or on an electromagnetic carrier signal,

does not makeit statutory. See Diehr, 450 U.S. at 185-86, 209 USPQat 8 (noting that

the claims for an algorithm in Benson were unpatentable as abstract ideas because

“[t]he sole practical application of the algorithm was in connection with the programming

of a general purpose computer.”). Note that the claims do not specify any aspect of the

claims which mustbeinterpreted as being embodied on a hardware medium, and as

such, the claims may be construed as a purely software system.

As perclaims 8-12, under 35 USC § 101, a patentable process must (1) be tied

to a particular apparatus or machineor(2) transform underlying subject matter (such as

an article or materials) to a different state or thing. See In re Bilski, 2007-1130 (Fed.

Cir. 2008) slip op at 10-11 (“The Supreme Court, however, has enunciated a definitive

test to determine whethera processclaim is tailored narrowly enough to encompass

only a particular application of a fundamental principle rather than to pre-empt the

principle itself. A claimed processis surely patent-eligible under § 101 if: (1) it is tied to

a particular machine or apparatus,or (2) it transforms a particulararticle into a different

state or thing”). Independentclaim 8 is not tied to a particular apparatus or machine

because associating, searching, and displaying do not necessarily involve the use of a

computer or machine. One skilled in the art could interpret data, tags, and output as

data written out on paper. Therefore, claim 1 is not tied to a particular apparatus or

machine. In addition, claim 8 does not transform the underlying subject matter (data)

into a different state or thing. Thus, claims 8-12 are directed to a non-statutory
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 4

Art Unit: 2165

process. Claims 9-12, are dependent upon claim 8, do not add any limitations which

correct the deficiencies of claim 8, and are therefore also similarly rejected.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections underthis section madein this Office action:

A personshall be entitled to a patent unless —

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in
public use or on sale in this country, more than oneyearprior to the date of application for patentin
the United States.

5. Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kustanowitz

et al. ("Motivating Annotation for Personal Digital Photo Libraries: Lowering Barriers while Raising

Incentives", Tech. Report HCIL-2004-18, U. Maryland, 2005 and referred to hereinafter as Kustanowitz).

As per Claim 1, Kustanowitz discloses a web-baseddigital file storage system

comprising: a digitalfile repository for storing and retrieving digital files (See Section 2.1

which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses

that the photos maybe stored and retrieved.); a digital tagging system permitting the user to

assign a plurality of digital tags to each of the digital files, wherein the digital tagging

system comprises at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a

person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, and

a documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 whichclearly disclose that the digital files may be

tagged with various forms of information including at least names of people, dates, relationships, and

categories.); a searchfilter, wherein the searchfilter allows the digital files to be searched

according to a plurality of types of data (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 5
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images may be searched for basedat least on data relating to a person, relationship, event, and date.);

and a userinterface that presents the digital files on a user's screen based on thedigital

tags (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be displayed as a result of the

searches and therefor based on the digital tags.).

As per Claims 2, 9, and 14, Kustanowitz discloses the digital file repository is

accessible over the Internet (See Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that the photo services may be

web based and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the photos maybe stored and retrieved.).

As per Claim 3, Kustanowitz discloses the search system provides a userwith

the ability to search based on a plurality of types of data simultaneously (See Sections 4.1,

4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be searched for based at least on data relating to a

person, relationship, event, and date. Examinernotes that Section 4.3 includes functionality ofr searching

based on multiple types of information (i.e. relationships between actors and moviesin which they have

appeared).).

As per Claims 4, 10, and 16, Kustanowitz discloses a system for tracking

relationships between and among users and namedpersons,so that a family tree can

be displayed (See Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the tags may be used to trackrelationships

which may be used to form a family tree or organizational chart.).

As per Claims 5, 11, and 17, Kustanowitz discloses a system for linking a recipe

to at least one of a person's name,videos, photos, documents, and audio files (See
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 6

Art Unit: 2165

Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that free text annotations may be addedto photos and Section 4.1

whichindicates that the photos may belinked to names. Examiner asserts that the subject matter of a

recipe does notaffect the functionality of the system and as suchis considered to be non-functional

descriptive material. Examiner asserts that as free-text information may be associated with the names

and photos, the limitation is sufficiently disclosed.).

As per Claims 6 and 18, Kustanowitz discloses the user interface is user-

configurable (See Section 4.1 whichclearly discloses that the user interface is zoom-able to varying

levels of granularity within the photo collection. Examiner notes that this zooming functionality is a form of

user configurability.).

As per Claims 7, 12, and 19, Kustanowitz discloses the digital files and data can

be exported as a single or multiple files (See Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the files of

the collection may be chosen for personal and professional use whichindicates that single or multiple

files may be exported for use in other applications.).

As per Claim 8, Kustanowitz discloses a methodofstoring digital files, the

method comprising the steps of: storing a digital file in a file repository (See Section 2.1

which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses

that the photos maybestored and retrieved.); associating a plurality of digital tags having

different tag types with the digital file (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 which clearly disclosethat the

digital files may be tagged with various forms of information including at least names of people, dates,

relationships, and categories.); providing a search function that permits simultaneously

searching bya plurality of digital tag types and provides a search result (See Sections 4.1,
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4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be searched for based at least on data relating to a

person, relationship, event, and date.); and providing a user-configurable output to display the

search result (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be displayed as a

result of the searches and therefor based on the digital tags.); wherein the digital tag types include

at least one selected from the group consisting of a person's name,a location, a recipe,

a date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3

and 4.1 which clearly disclose that the digital files may be tagged with various forms of information

including at least names of people, dates, relationships, and categories.).

As per Claim 13, Kustanowitz discloses a web-baseddigital file storage system

comprising: a digitalfile repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles (See Section 2.1

which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses

that the photos maybe stored and retrieved.); a digital tagging system configured to assign a

plurality of digital tags to each of the digitalfiles, wherein the digital tagging system

comprises at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a person's

name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, arating, anda

documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 whichclearly disclosethat the digital files may be tagged

with various forms of information including at least names of people, dates, relationships, and

categories.); and a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allowsthe digital files to be

sorted according to a plurality of types of data (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose

that images may be displayed as a result of the searches and therefor based on the digital tags.).
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 8

Art Unit: 2165

As per Claims 15, Kustanowitz discloses the sorting system provides a user with

the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly

disclose that images may be searchedfor based at least on data relating to a person, relationship, event,

and date.).

As per Claim 20, Kustanowitz discloses a user-configurable output to display the

sorted files (See Section 4.1 whichclearly discloses that the user interface is zoom-able to varying

levels of granularity within the photo collection. Examiner notes that this zooming functionality is a form of

user configurability.).

References of Note

6. Examiner notesthat references A, B, V, and W included in the attached form

PTO-892 have been noted for relevance to the subject matter of the instant Application,

however have not beencited in a rejection of the claims.

Points of Contact

Anyinquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Michael J. Hicks whose telephone numberis (571) 272-

2670. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00a - 5:30p.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Neveen Abel-Jalil can be reached at (571)272-4074. The fax phone number

for the organization wherethis application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 9

Art Unit: 2165

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on accessto the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automatedinformation

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA)or 571-272-1000.

/Michael J Hicks/

Primary Examiner
Art Unit 2165

Phone: (571) 272-2670
Fax: (571) 273-2670
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARKOFFICE

Art Unit:

Confirmation

No.:

Application
Ser. No.:

Title:

Inventors:

Filing Date:

Attorney
Docket No.:

Examiner:

2165

6707

13/157,214

Method and Application for
Managing Digital Files

Desmond, Christopheretal.

9 June 2011

MW 1

Jennings, Michael Deangilo

eeeeeeeeeSeeerteee DATED: 19 February 2013

RESPONSETO OFFICE ACTION

MAIL STOP: AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

The following is submitted in responseto the Office Action dated 18 November

2012.

Amendmentsto the claims begin on page2 of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 6 ofthis paper.
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AMENDMENTOF CLAIMS

Applicant respectfully submits the following proposed amended claims.It is

believed that this proposed amendmentplaces the Application in condition for

allowance, as Applicant sets forth in the Remarks section below. A clean copy of the

claims is submitted herewith as Appendix A.

1. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital photo storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processor coupledto the digital file repository:

a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digital files and

embed such digital tags within the digital files, wherein the digital tagging system

comprises at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a

person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a

rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data embedded asdigital tags within the digital

files; and

a userinterface that presents the digital files on a user’s screen based on user

input.

(Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digitalfile repository is

accessible over the Internet.
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. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a

recipe to a person’s name.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital files and data can be

exported asa singlefile.

. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of storing digital

photographs, the method comprising the stepsof:

storing a digital photographinafile repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph;

providing a search function that permits simultaneous searching bya plurality of

digital tag types and provides a search result; and

providing a user-configurable output to display the search result;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype, and such digital tags types are

embeddedonthe digital photograph.
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9.

10

11

12

13

14

15

(Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of providing access

to the file repository via the Internet.

.(Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

.(Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step oflinking a recipe to

a USer.

.(Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of outputting a

digital photograph and its associated digital tags in a singlefile.

.(Currently Amended) A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processor coupled to the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality digital tags to the digital

files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data

selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a document type; and

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data and to be exported with the plurality of

digital tags embedded within the digitalfiles.

.(Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digitalfile repository is

accessible over the Internet.

.(Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.
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16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking

a recipe to a person’s name.

18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

19. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital files and data can

be exported as a singlefile.

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.
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REMARKS

The Examineris thankedfor his time on both February 15, 2013 and February

19, 2013.

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §101

In response to the Examiner’s comments, Applicant respectfully submits the

attached Amended Claims. As can be seen herein, the claim amendments were made

pursuant to Examiner’s suggestions on February 15, 2013, and claims 1-20 are now

believed to be in a form that overcomes the Examiner's rejection under §101.

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §102

In responseto the Examiner's comments regarding anticipation, Applicant

respondsas follows. The Examiner has cited Kustanowitz as the primary referencefor

anticipation. As the Examiner notes, Kustanowitz discloses a web-baseddigitalfile

storage system. As the title suggests, Kustanowitz discusses and emphasizes a means

for annotating digital files, such as photographs.

Significantly, Kustanowitz does not disclose anywhere the mannerin which the

presently claimed application embeds these annotations: that is, by embeddingdigital

tags directly within the digital file. This limitation appears in all of the Amended Claims.

Moreover, Kustanowitz does not disclose anywheretheability to simultaneously

searchfor a plurality of digital tags that are embeddedwithin the digitalfiles. In contrast,

Kustanowitz discloses separate “applications” that each define a separate purposefor

annotation. And these applications do not appear to search for embedded digital tags.

Nowhere does Kustanowitz disclose a “search function that permits simultaneous
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searching bya plurality of digital tag types,” as required (in various forms) by the

AmendedClaims.

Finally Kustanowitz does not disclose anywhere the claimed feature of allowing

for the digital files to be exported with the plurality of digital tags embedded on the

digital files. This claimed feature is found in Amended Claim 13. In contrast,

Kustanowitz does not disclose exporting atall.

For at these reasons, Applicant asserts that claims 1-20 are allowablein their

presentfor, and respectfully requests the Examiner’s withdrawalof his rejections.

Should the Examiner wish to discussthis further, he is welcomedto call the

undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

/David Oskin/

312.890.2527
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1.

APPENDIX A

Clean Copyof the Claims

(Currently Amended) A web-based digital photo storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles and

embed suchdigital tags within the digital files, wherein the digital tagging system

comprises at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a

person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a

rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data embeddedas digital tags within the digital

files; and

a userinterface that presents the digital files on a user’s screen based on user

input.

(Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digitalfile repository is

accessible overthe Internet.

(Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

(Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

(Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a

recipe to a person’s name.

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 111



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 112

6.

9.

10

11

(Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

(Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital files and data can be

exported asa singlefile.

(Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of storing digital

photographs, the method comprising the stepsof:

storing a digital photographinafile repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph;

providing a search function that permits simultaneous searching by a plurality of

digital tag types and provides a search result; and

providing a user-configurable output to display the search result;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype, and suchdigital tags types are

embeddedon the digital photograph.

(Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of providing access

to the file repository via the Internet.

.(Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

.(Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step oflinking a recipe to

a USer.
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12. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of outputting a

digital photograph andits associated digital tags in a singlefile.

13. (Currently Amended) A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality digital tags to the digital

files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data

selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a document type; and

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data and to be exported with the plurality of

digital tags embeddedwithin the digitalfiles.

14. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible overthe Internet.

15. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking

a recipe to a person’s name.

18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.
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19. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital files and data can

be exported as a singlefile.

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

 . va: . 13/157,214 DESMOND ETAL.
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary _ _

Examiner Art Unit

MICHAEL HICKS 2165 

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) MICHAEL HICKS. (3) ,

(2) David Oskin. (4).

Date of Interview: 79 February 2013.

Type: [X] Telephonic [] Video Conference
[-] Personal[copy given to: [] applicant [C] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [-] Yes L] No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [101 (1112 102 (1103 L1Others
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 7.

Identification of prior art discussed: Kuasstanowitz.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied referencesetc...)

Applicant presented arguments regarding the tagging elements of the claims, specifically intended to indicate that the
lags are embeddedinto the files themselves and further notedthat limitations specifying that the search was capable
of searching multiple dimensions of data (e.g. person and timeframe) may be introduced. Examiner noted that each of
the additional presented limitations was representedin the prior art and that, while it may be possible to combine the
arqued aspects such that a 102 rejection may be overcome,it was likely that an appropriate 103 rejection could be
formed. No agreementas to the allowability of the claims was reached.

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already beenfiled, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whicheveris later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examinerrecordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and properrecordation of
the substanceof an interview should include the itemslisted in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argumentor issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcomeofthe interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issuesraised.

[1 Attachment
/MICHAEL HICKS/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2165

  
 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20130219
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substanceof Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be madeof record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reachedat the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must befiled by the applicant. An interview does not removethe necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Businessto be transactedin writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendanceof applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substanceof interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substanceof an interview of record in the applicationfile, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which beardirectly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for eachinterview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxesandfilling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure,or pointing
out typographicalerrors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portionofthefile, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personalinterview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusionofthe interview. In the case of a telephoneor video-conferenceinterview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examineris not likely before an allowanceorif other
circumstancesdictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:
— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)
—Nameof applicant
—Nameof examiner
— Date ofinterview

— Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)
—Nameof participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)
— Anindication whetheror not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

—Anidentification of the specific prior art discussed
— An indication whether an agreement was reachedandif so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by

attachmentof a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreementas to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examinerto the contrary.

— The signature of the examiner who conductedtheinterview (if Form is not an attachmentto a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examinerorally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unlessit includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examinerto include,all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substanceofthe interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
4) an identification of the principal proposed amendmentsof a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the argumentsis not
required. The identification of the argumentsis sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments madeto the
examiner can be understoodin the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize andfully
describe those arguments which heor she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcomeofthe interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substanceof an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examinerwill give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Checkfor Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasonsof record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statementattributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substanceofthe interview along with the date and the examiner'sinitials.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

 13/157,214 DESMOND ETAL.

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit
MICHAEL HICKS 2165

-- The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLYIS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY(30) DAYS,

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Anyreply received by the Office later than three monthsafter the mailing date of this communication, evenif timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1) Responsive to communication(s)filed on 25 February 2013.

2a)X] This action is FINAL. 2b)L] This action is non-final.
3)L] Anelection was madebythe applicant in responseto a restriction requirementset forth during the interview on

___; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporatedinto this action.

4)L] Sincethis application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

5)X] Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application.
 

 
5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6)L] Claims) is/are allowed.
7)X] Claim(s) 1-20is/are rejected.

8)L] Claim(s) ____ is/are objected to.
9)L] Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

 

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may beeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway
program ata participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
htto:/Awww.usoto.qaov/patents/init evenis/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.cov. 

Application Papers

10)L] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11) The drawing(s)filed on is/are: a)[_] accepted or b)[_] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[.] Acknowledgmentis made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

a)LJ All b)L] Some * c)L] Noneof:
1.) Certified copies of the priority documents have beenreceived.

2.L] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.L] Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been receivedin this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) X] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) | Interview Summary (PTO-413)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date.

2) CT] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 4) CT] Other:
Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 09-12) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20130313
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 2

Art Unit: 2165

DETAILED ACTION

1. Claims 1-20 Pending.

Responseto Arguments

2. Applicant’s arguments, see response, filed 02/25/2013, with respect to the

rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-20 under USC 101 and USC 102(b) have beenfully considered

and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon

further consideration, anew ground(s) of rejection is madein view of the previously

cited art of Kustanowitz et al. ("Motivating Annotation for Personal Digital Photo Libraries: Lowering

Barriers while Raising Incentives", Tech. Report HCIL-2004-18, U. Maryland, 2005) and the newly

cited art of Rhoadset al. (U.S. Patent Number 7,372,976, Issued 05/13/2008, Filed 08/22/2006).

Examiner notes that each of Applicant’s arguments deals directly with the newly

introduced claim limitations. As such, the rejection will be updated to reflect the

amendments madeto the claims.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which formsthe basis forall

obviousnessrejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of thistitle, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obviousat the time the
invention was madeto a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 3

Art Unit: 2165

4. Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Kustanowitz et al. ("Motivating Annotation for Personal Digital Photo Libraries: Lowering Barriers while

Raising Incentives", Tech. Report HCIL-2004-18, U. Maryland, 2005 and referred to hereinafter as

Kustanowitz) in view of Rhoadsetal. (U.S. Patent Number7,372,976, Issued 05/13/2008, Filed

08/22/2006 and referred to hereinafter as Rhoads).

As per Claim 1, Kustanowitz discloses a web-baseddigital file storage system

comprising: a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital files (See Section 2.1

whichclearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses

that the photos maybe stored and retrieved.); a processor coupled to the digital file repository

(Examiner notes that, as the media is embodied bydigital files, a processer is necessary in order to

perform operation on thefiles, such as the annotation operation of Section 2.1.); a digital tagging

system permitting the user to assign a plurality of digital tags to each of the digitalfiles,

wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data selected from the

group consisting of a person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 which clearly disclose

that the digital files may be tagged with various formsof information including at least names of people,

dates, relationships, and categories.); a searchfilter, wherein the searchfilter allows the digital

files to be searched according to a plurality of types of data (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which

clearly disclose that images may be searched for basedat least on data relating to a person, relationship,

event, and date.); and a userinterface that presents the digital files on a user's screen

based on the digital tags (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be

displayed as a result of the searches and therefor based on the digital tags.).
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 4

Art Unit: 2165

Kustanowitz fails to disclose that the tags are embedded within the digitalfiles.

Rhoadsdiscloses that the tags are embedded within the digital files (See Column7,

Lines 27-52 which clearly disclose that digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may

be embeddedinto the digital media files in order to enable the creation of a searchable index based on

the metadata.).

It would have been obvious to oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant’s

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoadsto

include that the tags are embeddedwithin the digital files with the motivation of creating

a searchable index of media based on metadata associated with the media (Rhoads,

Abstract).

As per Claims 2, 9, and 14, Kustanowitz discloses the digital file repository is

accessible over the Internet (See Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that the photo services may be

web based and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the photos maybe stored and retrieved.).

As per Claim 3, Kustanowitz discloses the search system provides a user with

the ability to search based on a plurality of types of data simultaneously (See Sections 4.1,

4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be searched for based at least on data relating to a

person, relationship, event, and date. Examiner notes that Section 4.3 includes functionality for searching

based on multiple types of information(i.e. relationships between actors and movies in which they have

appeared).).
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 5

Art Unit: 2165

As per Claims 4, 10, and 16, Kustanowitz discloses a system for tracking

relationships between and among users and namedpersons,so that a family tree can

be displayed (See Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the tags may be used to trackrelationships

which may be used to form a family tree or organizational chart.).

As per Claims 5, 11, and 17, Kustanowitz discloses a system for linking a recipe

to at least one of a person's name,videos, photos, documents, and audio files (See

Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that free text annotations may be added to photos and Section 4.1

whichindicates that the photos may belinked to names. Examinerasserts that the subject matter of a

recipe does notaffect the functionality of the system and as suchis considered to be non-functional

descriptive material. Examiner asserts that as free-text information may be associated with the names

and photos, the limitation is sufficiently disclosed.).

As per Claims 6 and 18, Kustanowitz discloses the user interface is user-

configurable (See Section 4.1 whichclearly discloses that the user interface is zoom-able to varying

levels of granularity within the photo collection. Examiner notes that this zooming functionality is a form of

user configurability.).

As per Claims 7, 12, and 19, Kustanowitz discloses the digital files and data can

be exported as a single or multiple files (See Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the files of

the collection may be chosen for personal and professional use whichindicates that single or multiple

files may be exported for use in other applications.).
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As per Claim 8, Kustanowitz discloses a computer-implemented methodof

storing digital files, the method comprising the steps of: storing a digitalfile in a file

repository (See Section 2.1 whichclearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and

Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the photos maybe stored and retrieved.); associating a

plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital file (See Sections 2.1-2.3

and 4.1 which clearly disclose that the digital files may be tagged with various formsof information

including at least names of people, dates, relationships, and categories.); providing a search

function that permits searching by a plurality of digital tag types and provides a search

result (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be searched for based at least

on data relating to a person, relationship, event, and date.); and providing a user-configurable

output to display the search result (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images

may be displayed as a result of the searches and therefor based on the digital tags.); wherein the

digital tag types include at least one selected from the group consisting of a person's

name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, anda

documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 whichclearly disclosethat the digital files may be tagged

with various forms of information including at least names of people, dates, relationships, and

categories.).

Kustanowitz fails to disclose that the searching of tag types simultaneously

searches a plurality of tag types and that digital tag types are embeddedonthedigital

photographs.

Rhoads discloses that the searching of tag types simultaneously searches a

plurality of tag types (See Column7, Lines 27-52 which clearly disclose that digital tags(i.e.

metadata) associated with digital media files may be embeddedinto the digital mediafiles in order to
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enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata. Examiner notesthatall the tags are

indexed and as such are simultaneously searchable.) and that digital tag types are embedded on

the digital photographs (See Column7, Lines 27-52 whichclearly disclose that digital tags(i.e.

metadata) associated with digital media files may be embeddedinto the digital mediafiles in order to

enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata.).

It would have been obviousto oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant's

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoads to

include that the searching of tag types simultaneously searches a plurality of tag types

and thatdigital tag types are embeddedonthe digital photographs with the motivation

of creating a searchable index of media based on metadata associated with the media

(Rhoads, Abstract).

As per Claim 13, Kustanowitz discloses a web-baseddigital file storage system

comprising: a digitalfile repository for storing and retrieving digital files (See Section 2.1

which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses

that the photos maybe stored and retrieved.); a processor coupled to the digital file repository

(Examiner notes that, as the media is embodied bydigital files, a processer is necessary in orderto

perform operation on the files, such as the annotation operation of Section 2.1.); a digital tagging

system configured to assign a plurality of digital tags to each of the digital files, wherein

the digital tagging system comprises at least one type of data selected from the group

consisting of a person's name, a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event

name,a rating, and a documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 which clearly disclosethat the

digital files may be tagged with various forms of information including at least names of people, dates,
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relationships, and categories.); and a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the

digital files to be sorted according to a plurality of types of data (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4

which clearly disclose that images may be displayed as a result of the searches and therefor based on

the digital tags.).

Kustanowitz fails to disclose that that the file may be exported with the plurality of

digital tags are embeddedwithin the digitalfiles.

Rhoadsdisclosesthatthat the file may be exported with the plurality of digital

tags are embedded within the digital files (See Column 7, Lines 27-52 whichclearly disclose that

digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be embeddedinto the digital media files

in order to enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata. Further See Column 9,

Lines 50-67 and Column 10, Lines 1-11 which indicate that files may be fetched by(i.e. exported to) other

computers within a network. Examinernotesthat, if the metadata is embeddedin the files, the metadata

will be exported as part of the file during an export operation.).

It would have been obvious to oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant’s

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoadsto

include that that the file may be exported with the plurality of digital tags are embedded

within the digitalfiles with the motivation of creating a searchable index of media based

on metadata associated with the media (Rhoads, Abstract).

As per Claims 15, Kustanowitz discloses the sorting system provides a user with

the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly

disclose that images may be searchedfor based at least on data relating to a person, relationship, event,

and date.).
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As per Claim 20, Kustanowitz discloses a user-configurable output to display the

sorted files (See Section 4.1 whichclearly discloses that the user interface is zoom-able to varying

levels of granularity within the photo collection. Examiner notes that this zooming functionality is a form of

user configurability.).

Conclusion

5. Applicant's amendmentnecessitated the new ground(s)of rejection presentedin

this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37

CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE

MONTHSfrom the mailing date of this action. In the eventa first reply is filed within

TWO MONTHSofthe mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTHshortenedstatutory period, then the

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of

the advisory action. In no event, however,will the statutory period for reply expire later

than SIX MONTHSfrom the date of this final action.
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Points of Contact

Anyinquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to MICHAEL HICKS whosetelephone numberis (571)272-

2670. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00a-5:30p.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Neveen Abel-Jalil can be reached at (571)272-4074. The fax phone number

for the organization wherethis application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on accessto the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automatedinformation

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA)or 571-272-1000.

/Michael J Hicks/

Primary Examiner
Art Unit 2165

Phone: (571)272-2670
Fax: (571)272-2670
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Desmond, Christopheretal.
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RESPONSETO OFFICE ACTION

MAIL STOP: AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

The following is submitted in responseto the Office Action dated 3 April 2013.

Amendmentsto the claims begin on page2 of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 6 ofthis paper.
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AMENDMENTOF CLAIMS

Applicant respectfully submits the following proposed amendedclaims.It is

believed that this proposed amendmentplaces the Application in condition for

allowance, as Applicant sets forth in the Remarks section below. A clean copy of the

claims is submitted herewith as Appendix A.

1. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital photo storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles and

embed suchdigital tags on the digital files, wherein the digital tagging system

comprises at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a

person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a

rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data; and

a single userinterface through which the types of data are selected by the user;

wherein the single user interface [that] presents both the sorting system and the

sorted digital files [on a user’s screen based on userinput]; and

wherein a user enters the embedded tag data using the interface.
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. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein [the digital file

repository is accessible over the Internet] in responseto a userclicking on a

digital tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the clicked digital tag.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface

organizes and presents the digital files based on the type of data selected by the

user[sorting system provides a user with the ability to search based onaplurality

of digital tags].

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a

recipe to a person’s name.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital files [and

data] including the embeddeddigital tags can be exported as a singlefileinthe

file’s original form.

. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented_method of storing digital

photographs, the method comprising the stepsof:

storing a digital photographinafile repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph;

providing a search function that permits simultaneous searching bya plurality of

digital tag types and provides a search result; and
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providing a user-configurable [output] interface to simultaneously permit use of

the search function and to display the searchresult;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype.

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of providing access

to the file repository via the Internet.

10. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

11. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of linking a recipe to

a user.

12. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 8, further comprising the step of

outputting a digital photograph and its associated digital tags in a single fileinthe

file’s original form.

13. (Currently Amended) A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality digital tags to the digital

files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data

selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype; [and]

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted
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according to a plurality of types of data and to be exported with the plurality of

digital tags [i]Jembedded on the digitalfiles;

wherein the embeddedtag data is automatically imported from thefile and

a user interface simultaneously displays the sorting system, the digitalfiles, and

the digital tags; and

wherein a user embeds tag data in the underlying digital file using the interface.

14. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible overthe Internet.

15. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking

a recipe to a person’s name.

18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

19. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digitalfiles

and data can be exported as a singlefile in thefile’s original form.

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.
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REMARKS

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §103

In response to the Examiner's comments regarding obviousness, Applicant

respondsasfollows.

Applicant has once again amendedtheclaimsto furtherclarify that which

Applicant believes to be patentable over the cited art. No new matter is added by wayof

this amendment. As previously noted and further discussed herein, Applicant believes

the present claims are distinguishable over the Kustanowitz reference for several

reasons.

First, it is noted that Kustanowitz does not provide a sorting system that allows

the digital files to be sorted according to a plurality of types of data. Kustanowitz

discloses sorting by only a single type of data at a time. Kustanowitz would therefore be

deficient when usedfor digital photos and the like, in which there are often numerous

types of data that must be stored, and in which an ideal system would allow multiple

types of data to be searched at once.

Another advantageof the presently claimed sorting system is the ability of a user

to modify a search and navigate to otherfiles by clicking on the digital tags themselves.

This feature is claimed in the presently amended Claim 2. In contrast to that disclosedin

Kustanowitz, whichis limited to file size data, the present invention provides for easy

search modification by utilizing clickable digital tags that initiate a search using that tag

as a key term. For example, in a search result according to the present invention, a user

may see a photothat hasthe following digital tags: “2011,” “Tom,” “North Carolina.”lf a

userclicks on any one ofthose digital tags, a search would beinitiated using that tag as
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a keyword. This creates a more userfriendly experience, and greatly facilitates

searching through large numbersoffiles.

Moreover, Kustanowitz does not allow a user to embed data tags on the original,

underlying file. This is a further claimed feature that provides a significantly improved

user experience. In contrast to Kustanowitz, the presently claimed invention allows a

userto importfiles, assign and save digital tags to those importedfiles, and then export

the files — with the embeddeddigital tags — in the same formatasthe original file. This

feature provides a user with the maximum portability and compatibility with other

programs. Unlike Rhodes, which is suggested as contemplating embeddeddigital tags,

the presently claimed invention doesnotutilize an invisible or proprietary catalog thatis

readable only by the host system. Rather, the present invention utilizes the underlying

file type to store further information about thefile, giving a user maximum compatibility

and portability.

All of the above claimed features are distinguishable overthe cited art, and

provide significant features that are not contemplated by Kustanowitz or Rhodes.Forat

least these reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that the presently amendedclaims

are allowable overthe cited art.

Applicant therefore respectfully requests the Examiner’s withdrawal of his

rejections. Should the Examinerwishto discussthis further or if the Examiner believes

an Examiner's amendment would place someof the claims in condition for allowance,

he is welcomedto call the undersigned.
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Respectfully submitted,

/David Oskin/

312.890.2527
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1.

APPENDIX A

Clean Copyof the Claims

A web-baseddigital photo storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles and

embed suchdigital tags on the digital files, wherein the digital tagging system

comprises at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a

person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a

rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data; and

a single userinterface through whichthe types of data are selected by the user;

wherein the single user interface presents both the sorting system and the sorted

digital files; and

wherein a userenters the embeddedtag data using the interface.

. The storage system of claim 1, wherein in responseto a userclicking on a digital

tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the clicked digital tag.

The storage system of claim 1, wherein the user interface organizes and

presents the digital files based on the type of data selected by the user.

. The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.
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5. The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a recipe to

a person’s name.

6. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-configurable.

7. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digitalfiles including the embedded

digital tags can be exported asa singlefile in the file’s original form.

8. A computer-implemented_method of storing digital photographs, the method

comprising the stepsof:

storing a digital photographinafile repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph;

providing a search function that permits simultaneous searching by a plurality of

digital tag types and provides a search result; and

providing a user-configurable interface to simultaneously permit use of the

search function and to display the search result;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of providing accessto thefile

repository via the Internet.

10. The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking relationships

betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

11. The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of linking a recipe to a user.
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12. The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of outputting a digital

photograph andits associated digital tags in a single file in the file’s original form.

13.A web-based digitalfile storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality digital tags to the digital

files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data

selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data and to be exported with the plurality of

digital tags embeddedonthedigitalfiles;

wherein the embedded tag data is automatically imported from thefile and

a userinterface simultaneously displays the sorting system, the digital files, and

the digital tags; and

wherein a user embedstag data in the underlying digital file using the interface.

14. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is accessible

overthe Internet.

15. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a user with

the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.
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17. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking a recipe

to a person’s name.

18. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-configurable.

19. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital files and data can be

exported as a singlefile in the file’s original form.

20. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable display.
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THE REPLYFILED 03 July 2013 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE.
NONOTICEOFAPPEALFILED

1. KJ Thereply wasfiled after a final rejection. No Notice of Appeal has beenfiled. To avoid abandonmentofthis application, applicant musttimelyfile
oneof the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which places the application in condition for allowance;
(2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41.31; or (3) a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with
37 CFR 1.114 if this is a utility or plant application. Note that RCEs are not permitted in design applications. The reply mustbefiled within one of
the following time periods:

a) X The period for reply expires 3months from the mailing date of the final rejection.
b) | The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action; or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whicheveris later.

In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection.

Cc) Cc] A prior Advisory Action was mailed more than 3 monthsafter the mailing date of the final rejection in responseto a first after-final reply filed
within 2 months of the mailing date of the final rejection. The current period for reply expires months from the mailing date of
the prior Advisory Action or SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection, whicheveris earlier.

ExaminerNote: |f box 1 is checked, check either box (a), (b) or (c). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THIS ADVISORY ACTION IS THE
FIRST RESPONSETO APPLICANT’S FIRST AFTER-FINAL REPLY WHICH WAS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OFTHE FINAL

REJECTION. ONLY CHECK BOX (c) IN THE LIMITED SITUATION SET FORTH UNDER BOX(c). See MPEP 706.07(f).

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on whichthe petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate
extension fee have beenfiled is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amountof the fee. The
appropriate extension fee under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally
setin the final Office action; or (2) as set forth in (b) or (c) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three monthsafter the
mailing date of the final rejection, evenif timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).
NOTICE OF APPEAL

2. Cc] The Notice of Appeal wasfiled on . Abrief in compliance with 37 CFR 41.37 mustbefiled within two monthsof the date offiling the
Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41.37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41.37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since a Notice of
Appeal has beenfiled, any reply mustbefiled within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41.37(a).

AMENDMENTS

3. X The proposed amendmentsfiled after a final rejection, but prior to the date offiling a brief, will not be entered because
a) Xx They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTEbelow);
b) Cc] Theyraise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below);
Cc) Cc] They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for

appeal; and/or
d) Cc] They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding numberoffinally rejected claims.

NOTE: See Continuation Sheet. (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41.33(a)).

4. Cc] The amendmentsare not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324).
5. C Applicant's reply has overcomethe following rejection(s):
6. Cc] Newly proposed or amended claim(s)

allowable claim(s).
7. Cc] For purposesof appeal, the proposed amendment(s): (a) [1] will not be entered, or (b) [] will be entered, and an explanation of how the

new or amendedclaims would be rejected is provided below or appended.
AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE

8. D Theaffidavit or other evidencefiled after final action, but before or on the date offiling a Notice of Appeal will not be entered because
applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons whythe affidavit or other evidence is necessary and wasnot earlier
presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e).

9. [J] Theaffidavit or other evidencefiled after the date offiling the Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date offiling a brief, will not be entered
becausethe affidavit or other evidence failed to overcomeall rejections under appeal and/or appellant fails to provide a showing of good
and sufficient reasons whyit is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41.33(d)(1).

10. [J The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation ofthe status of the claims after entry is below or attached.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER

11. KJ The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOTplacethe application in condition for allowance because:
See Continuation Sheet.

12. [] Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08) Paper No(s).
13. [J Other: .
TATUS OF CLAIMS

14. The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows:
Claim(s) allowed:
Claim(s) objected to:
Claim(s) rejected: 1-20.

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration:

would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the non-

/MICHAEL HICKS/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2165
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-303) Application No. 13/157,214

Continuation of 3. NOTE: Examinernotes that the newly presentedclaim limitations have not appeared in any previous version of the
claims and therefore require further search and consideration on the merits.

Continuation of 11. does NOTplace the application in condition for allowance because: Examiner notes that the only one of Applicant's
arguments that does notdirectly rely on the non-entered claim amendmentsis Applicant's assertion that the system of Kustanowitzfails to
teach a searchfilter that allows for the digitalfiles to be searched according to to a plurality of data types. Examiner notes that a "data
type" is defined, by the claims, as being descritptive of a type of information of the data, and is notlimited to a file type. Examiner further
notes that Section 4.1 clearly describedfiltering and searching operation which are performedby identifying data which includes family
relationship data, generational data, and date data. As such, Examinerasserts that, even in the absenceof the disclosure of further cited
Sections 4.3 and 4.4, Section 4.1 clearly discloses the ability to apply a searchfilter to a group of documents to search the documentsbyat
least a data type consisting of date and relationship. Examinerfurther notes that this disclosure further indicates the data can be sorted by
such disclosed data types (See Figure 2). Further See Section 4.4 for disclosure of sorting based on dates and events.

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 154



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 155

DO NOT ENTER: /M.H./

07/05/2013

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARKOFFICE

Art Unit:

Confirmation

No.:

Application
Ser. No.:

Title:

Inventors:

Filing Date:

Attorney
Docket No.:

Examiner:

2165

6707

13/157,214
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Managing Digital Files

Desmond, Christopheretal.
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Hicks, Michael J.

eeeeeeeeeSeeerteee DATED: 3 July 2013

RESPONSETO OFFICE ACTION

MAIL STOP: AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

The following is submitted in responseto the Office Action dated 3 April 2013.

Amendmentsto the claims begin on page2 of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 6 ofthis paper.
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AMENDMENTOF CLAIMS

Applicant respectfully submits the following proposed amendedclaims.It is

believed that this proposed amendmentplaces the Application in condition for

allowance, as Applicant sets forth in the Remarks section below. A clean copy of the

claims is submitted herewith as Appendix A.

1. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital photo storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles and

embed suchdigital tags on the digital files, wherein the digital tagging system

comprises at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a

person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a

rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data; and

a single userinterface through which the types of data are selected by the user;

wherein the single user interface [that] presents both the sorting system and the

sorted digital files [on a user’s screen based on userinput]; and

wherein a user enters the embedded tag data using the interface.
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. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein [the digital file

repository is accessible over the Internet] in responseto a userclicking on a

digital tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the clicked digital tag.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface

organizes and presents the digital files based on the type of data selected by the

user[sorting system provides a user with the ability to search based onaplurality

of digital tags].

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a

recipe to a person’s name.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital files [and

data] including the embeddeddigital tags can be exported as a singlefileinthe

file’s original form.

. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented_method of storing digital

photographs, the method comprising the stepsof:

storing a digital photographinafile repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph;

providing a search function that permits simultaneous searching bya plurality of

digital tag types and provides a search result; and
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providing a user-configurable [output] interface to simultaneously permit use of

the search function and to display the searchresult;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype.

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of providing access

to the file repository via the Internet.

10. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

11. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of linking a recipe to

a user.

12. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 8, further comprising the step of

outputting a digital photograph and its associated digital tags in a single fileinthe

file’s original form.

13. (Currently Amended) A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality digital tags to the digital

files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data

selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype; [and]

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted
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according to a plurality of types of data and to be exported with the plurality of

digital tags [i]Jembedded on the digitalfiles;

wherein the embeddedtag data is automatically imported from thefile and

a user interface simultaneously displays the sorting system, the digitalfiles, and

the digital tags; and

wherein a user embeds tag data in the underlying digital file using the interface.

14. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible overthe Internet.

15. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking

a recipe to a person’s name.

18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

19. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digitalfiles

and data can be exported as a singlefile in thefile’s original form.

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.
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REMARKS

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §103

In response to the Examiner's comments regarding obviousness, Applicant

respondsasfollows.

Applicant has once again amendedtheclaimsto furtherclarify that which

Applicant believes to be patentable over the cited art. No new matter is added by wayof

this amendment. As previously noted and further discussed herein, Applicant believes

the present claims are distinguishable over the Kustanowitz reference for several

reasons.

First, it is noted that Kustanowitz does not provide a sorting system that allows

the digital files to be sorted according to a plurality of types of data. Kustanowitz

discloses sorting by only a single type of data at a time. Kustanowitz would therefore be

deficient when usedfor digital photos and the like, in which there are often numerous

types of data that must be stored, and in which an ideal system would allow multiple

types of data to be searched at once.

Another advantageof the presently claimed sorting system is the ability of a user

to modify a search and navigate to otherfiles by clicking on the digital tags themselves.

This feature is claimed in the presently amended Claim 2. In contrast to that disclosedin

Kustanowitz, whichis limited to file size data, the present invention provides for easy

search modification by utilizing clickable digital tags that initiate a search using that tag

as a key term. For example, in a search result according to the present invention, a user

may see a photothat hasthe following digital tags: “2011,” “Tom,” “North Carolina.”lf a

userclicks on any one ofthose digital tags, a search would beinitiated using that tag as
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a keyword. This creates a more userfriendly experience, and greatly facilitates

searching through large numbersoffiles.

Moreover, Kustanowitz does not allow a user to embed data tags on the original,

underlying file. This is a further claimed feature that provides a significantly improved

user experience. In contrast to Kustanowitz, the presently claimed invention allows a

userto importfiles, assign and save digital tags to those importedfiles, and then export

the files — with the embeddeddigital tags — in the same formatasthe original file. This

feature provides a user with the maximum portability and compatibility with other

programs. Unlike Rhodes, which is suggested as contemplating embeddeddigital tags,

the presently claimed invention doesnotutilize an invisible or proprietary catalog thatis

readable only by the host system. Rather, the present invention utilizes the underlying

file type to store further information about thefile, giving a user maximum compatibility

and portability.

All of the above claimed features are distinguishable overthe cited art, and

provide significant features that are not contemplated by Kustanowitz or Rhodes.Forat

least these reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that the presently amendedclaims

are allowable overthe cited art.

Applicant therefore respectfully requests the Examiner’s withdrawal of his

rejections. Should the Examinerwishto discussthis further or if the Examiner believes

an Examiner's amendment would place someof the claims in condition for allowance,

he is welcomedto call the undersigned.
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Respectfully submitted,

/David Oskin/

312.890.2527

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 162



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 163

1.

APPENDIX A

Clean Copyof the Claims

A web-baseddigital photo storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles and

embed suchdigital tags on the digital files, wherein the digital tagging system

comprises at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a

person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a

rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data; and

a single userinterface through whichthe types of data are selected by the user;

wherein the single user interface presents both the sorting system and the sorted

digital files; and

wherein a userenters the embeddedtag data using the interface.

. The storage system of claim 1, wherein in responseto a userclicking on a digital

tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the clicked digital tag.

The storage system of claim 1, wherein the user interface organizes and

presents the digital files based on the type of data selected by the user.

. The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.
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5. The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a recipe to

a person’s name.

6. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-configurable.

7. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digitalfiles including the embedded

digital tags can be exported asa singlefile in the file’s original form.

8. A computer-implemented_method of storing digital photographs, the method

comprising the stepsof:

storing a digital photographinafile repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph;

providing a search function that permits simultaneous searching by a plurality of

digital tag types and provides a search result; and

providing a user-configurable interface to simultaneously permit use of the

search function and to display the search result;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of providing accessto thefile

repository via the Internet.

10. The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking relationships

betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

11. The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of linking a recipe to a user.
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12. The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of outputting a digital

photograph andits associated digital tags in a single file in the file’s original form.

13.A web-based digitalfile storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality digital tags to the digital

files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data

selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data and to be exported with the plurality of

digital tags embeddedonthedigitalfiles;

wherein the embedded tag data is automatically imported from thefile and

a userinterface simultaneously displays the sorting system, the digital files, and

the digital tags; and

wherein a user embedstag data in the underlying digital file using the interface.

14. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is accessible

overthe Internet.

15. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a user with

the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.
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17. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking a recipe

to a person’s name.

18. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-configurable.

19. The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital files and data can be

exported as a singlefile in the file’s original form.

20. The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable display.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

 . va: . 13/157,214 DESMOND ETAL.
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary _ _

Examiner Art Unit

MICHAEL HICKS 2165 

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) MICHAEL HICKS. (3) ,

(2) Daavid Oskin. (4)

Date of Interview: 07/16/2013.

Type: [J Telephonic [] Video Conference
[-] Personal[copy given to: [J applicant ([] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [] Yes [X] No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [J101 [1112 [102 103 [Others
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 1,2 and 7.

Identification of prior art discussed: Kustanowicz.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics mayinclude: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied referencesetc...)

Applicant's requestedclarification on Examiner's opinion of the claim amendments which were newly presented in the
After Final Amendment dated 07/03/2013. Examiner noted that while the amendments appearto furtherclarify the
invention and may overcome the art of record, many of the concepts introducedbythe limitations are similar to
processes which are known to the art. Examiner further noted that further review of the currently cited art and further
search and consideration were needed. No agreement as to the patentability of the claims was reached..

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already beenfiled, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whicheveris later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examinerrecordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of
the substanceof an interview should include the itemslisted in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argumentor issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcomeofthe interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issuesraised.

[] Attachment
/MICHAEL HICKS/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2165

  
 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20130716
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substanceof Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be madeof record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reachedat the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must befiled by the applicant. An interview does not removethe necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Businessto be transactedin writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that recordis itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substanceof interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substanceof an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner’s responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which beardirectly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for eachinterview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxesandfilling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure,or pointing
out typographicalerrors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Recordis required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portionofthefile, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personalinterview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusionofthe interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conferenceinterview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examineris not likely before an allowanceorif other
circumstancesdictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:
— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)
—Nameofapplicant
—Nameof examiner
— Date ofinterview

— Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)
—Nameof participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)
—Anindication whetheror not an exhibit was shownor a demonstration conducted

—Anidentification of the specific prior art discussed
— An indication whether an agreement was reachedandif so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by

attachmentof a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreementasto allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examinerto the contrary.

— The signature of the examiner who conductedtheinterview (if Form is not an attachmentto a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examinerorally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substanceofthe interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unlessit includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examinerto include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substanceofthe interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
4) an identification of the principal proposed amendmentsof a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the argumentsis not
required. The identification of the argumentsis sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments madeto the
examiner can be understoodin the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize andfully
describe those arguments which heor she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcomeofthe interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substance ofan interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examinerwill give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Checkfor Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should sendaletter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statementattributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should placethe indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substanceof the interview along with the date and the examiner'sinitials.
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Doc code: RCEX PTO/SB/30EFS (07-09)
Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unlessit contains a valid OMB control number.

 

REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION(RCE)TRANSMITTAL
(Submitted Only via EFS-Web)

Application|43/457,214 2011-06-09 Docket Number| emory-Webb
Number (if applicable) 

First Named Examiner
Christopher Desmond Hicks, MichaelInventor Name 

This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application.
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8,
1995, or to any design application. The Instruction Sheet for this form is located at WWW.USPTO.GOV

SUBMISSION REQUIRED UNDER37 CFR 1.114
 

Note: If the RCEis proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order
in which they werefiled unless applicant instructs otherwise. If applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s)
entered, applicant must request non-entry of such amendmeni(s). 

Cc Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendmentsfiled after the final Office action may be considered as asubmission evenif this box is not checked.

[_] Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on

[|] Other

[X] Enclosed

Amendment/Reply

| Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

| Affidavit(s)/ Declaration(s)

[|] Other
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

O Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) fora period of months
(Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17{i) required)

[|] Other
 

FEES

The RCEfee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCEis filed.
The Director is hereby authorized to charge any underpaymentof fees, or credit any overpayments, to
Deposit Account No

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 

Patent Practitioner Signature

[] Applicant Signature
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Doc code: RCEX PTO/SB/30EFS (07-09)
Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unlessit contains a valid OMB control number.

 
Signature of Registered U.S. Patent Practitioner

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichis to
file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is
estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time
will vary depending uponthe individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for
reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, calif 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information
solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information
Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Departmentof Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need
for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommendimprovements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any otherrelevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in an
application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which applicationis
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomesaware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

 
EFS - Web 2.1.15

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 172



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 173

Doc Code: MES.GIB

DocumentDescription: Certification of Micro Entity Status (Gross Income Basis) PTO/SB/15A (03-13)

CERTIFICATION OF MICRO ENTITY STATUS

(GROSS INCOME BASIS)
Application Number or Control Number(if applicable): Patent Number(if applicable):fengratg
First Samed Inventor: Title of Invention:

The applicant hereby certifies the following—

(1) SMALL ENTITY REQUIREMENT- The applicant qualifies as a small entity as defined in
37 CFR 1.27.

(2) APPLICATION FILING LIMIT - Neither the applicant nor the inventor nora joint inventor
has been namedasthe inventoror a joint inventor on more than four previously filed U.S.
patent applications, excluding provisional applications and international applications
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) for which the basic national fee under 37
CFR 1.492(a) was notpaid, and also excluding patent applications for which the applicant
has assignedall ownership rights or is obligated to assign all ownership rights as a result
of the applicant’s previous employment.

(3) GROSS INCOME LIMIT ON APPLICANTS AND INVENTORS- Neither the applicant nor
the inventor nora joint inventor, in the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which
the applicable fee is being paid, had a gross income,as defined in section 61(a) of the
Internal Revenue Codeof 1986 (26 U.S.C. 61(a)), exceeding the “Maximum Qualifying
Gross Income’reported on the USPTO website at
htip://www_uspte.gov/patentsiaw/micro_entity.jso which is equal to three times the
median household incomefor that preceding calendar year, as most recently reported by
the Bureau of the Census.

GROSS INCOME LIMIT ON PARTIES WITH AN “OWNERSHIP INTEREST”- Neither

the applicant nor the inventor nora joint inventor has assigned, granted, or conveyed, nor
is under an obligation by contract or law to assign, grant, or convey, a license or other
ownership interest in the application concerned to an entity that, in the calendar year
preceding the calendar year in which the applicable fee is being paid, had a gross
income,as defined in section 61(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, exceeding the
“Maximum Qualifying Gross Income” reported on the USPTO website at
hito://www.usptoe.gov/patentsiaw/micro entity.iso which is equalto three times the
median household incomefor that preceding calendar year, as most recently reported by
the Bureau of the Census.

Signature /David N. Oskin/ 

Name David N. Oskin

09/03/13 (312) 890-2527 08863
There is more than oneinventor and | am oneofthe inventors whoarejointly identified as the applicant.
Additional certification form(s) signed by the other joint inventor(s) are included with this form.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of
the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2)
furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or
patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
process and/or examine your submission, which mayresult in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the
application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Departmentof Justice to determine whetherdisclosure of these recordsis required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from
the Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. Arecord in this system of records maybe disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. Arecord related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services,or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSAaspart of that agency’s
responsibility to recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, underauthority of
44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing
inspection of records for this purpose, and anyotherrelevant(/.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such
disclosure shall not be used to make determinations aboutindividuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record
wasfiled in an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which
application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued
patent.

9. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARKOFFICE

Art Unit:

Confirmation

No.:

Application
Ser. No.:

Title:

Inventors:

Filing Date:

Attorney
Docket No.:

Examiner:

2165

6707

13/157,214

Method and Application for
Managing Digital Files

Desmond, Christopheretal.

9 June 2011

MW 1

Hicks, Michael J.

eeeeeeeeeSeeerteee DATED: 3 September 2013

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

MAIL STOP: AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

The following is submitted in response to the Examiner's Interview Summary

dated 22 July 2013, and in conjunction with the simultaneously filed Requestfor

Continued Examination.

Amendmentsto the claims begin on page2 of this paper.

Respectfully Submitted,

/David Oskin/
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AMENDMENTOF CLAIMS

Applicant respectfully submits the following amendedclaims.It is believed that

this amendmentplaces the Application in condition for allowance, as Applicant has

previously stated. A clean copyof the claims is submitted herewith as Appendix A.

1. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital photo storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles and

embed suchdigital tags on the digital files in a non-proprietary file format,

wherein the digital tagging system comprises at least one type of data selected

from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a

relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data; and

a single userinterface through which the types of data are selected by the user;

wherein the single user interface [that] presents both the sorting system and the

sorted digital files [on a user’s screen based on userinput]; and

wherein a user enters the embedded tag data using the interface.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein [the digital file

repository is accessible over the Internet] in responseto a userclicking on a

digital tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the clicked digital tag.

(Currently Amended) Thestorage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface

organizes and presents the digital files based on the type of data selected by the
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user[sorting system provides a user with the ability to search based onaplurality

of digital tags].

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a

recipe to a person’s name.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital files [and

data] including the embeddeddigital tags can be exported as a singlefileinthe

file’s original form.

. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented_method of storing digital

photographs, the method comprising the stepsof:

storing a digital photographinafile repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph;

providing a search function that permits simultaneous searching bya plurality of

non-proprietary digital tag types and provides a search result; and

providing a user-configurable [output] interface to simultaneously permit use of

the search function and to display the searchresult;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype.
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9.

10

11

12

13

(Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of providing access

to the file repository via the Internet.

.(Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

.(Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step oflinking a recipe to

a USer.

.(Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of

outputting a digital photograph andits associated digital tags in a single file in the

file’s original form.

.(Currently Amended) A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality digital tags to the digital

files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data

selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype; [and]

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data and to be exported with the plurality of

digital tags [i]Jembedded on the digitalfiles;

wherein the embedded tag data is automatically imported from thefile and

a user interface simultaneously displays the sorting system, the digitalfiles, and

the digital tags: and
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wherein a user embeds tag data in a non-proprietary digital format in the

underlying digital file_using the interface.

14. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digitalfile repository is

accessible overthe Internet.

15. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking

a recipe to a person’s name.

18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

19. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digitalfiles

and data can be exported as a singlefile in thefile’s original form.

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.
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1.

APPENDIX A

Clean Copy of the Claims

(Currently Amended) A web-based digital photo storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles and

embed suchdigital tags on the digital files in a non-proprietaryfile format,

wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data selected

from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a

relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data; and

a single userinterface through whichthe types of data are selected by the user;

wherein the single user interface presents both the sorting system and the sorted

digital files; and

wherein a userenters the embeddedtag data using the interface.

(Currently Amended) Thestorage system of claim 1, wherein in responseto a

userclicking on a digital tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the

clicked digital tag.

(Currently Amended) Thestorage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface

organizes and presents the digital files based on the type of data selected by the

user.
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. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a

recipe to a person’s name.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digitalfiles

including the embeddeddigital tags can be exported as a singlefile in thefile’s

original form.

. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of storing digital

photographs, the method comprising the stepsof:

storing a digital photographinafile repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph;

providing a search function that permits simultaneous searching by a plurality of

non-proprietary digital tag types and provides a searchresult; and

providing a user-configurable interface to simultaneously permit use of the

search function and to display the search result;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype.

. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of providing access

to the file repository via the Internet.
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10. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

11. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step oflinking a recipe to

a user.

12. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 8, further comprising the step of

outputting a digital photograph and its associated digital tags in a single file in the

file’s original form.

13. (Currently Amended) A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality digital tags to the digital

files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data

selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data and to be exported with the plurality of

digital tags embeddedonthedigitalfiles;

wherein the embedded tag data is automatically imported from thefile and

a userinterface simultaneously displays the sorting system, the digital files, and

the digital tags; and

wherein a user embedstag data in a non-proprietary digital format in the

underlying digital file using the interface.
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14. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible overthe Internet.

15. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking

a recipe to a person’s name.

18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the user interface is user-

configurable.

19. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digitalfiles

and data can be exported as a singlefile in thefile’s original form.

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.
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AMENDMENTOF CLAIMS

Applicant respectfully submits the following amendedclaims.It is believed that

this amendmentplaces the Application in condition for allowance, as Applicant has

previously stated. A clean copyof the claims is submitted herewith as Appendix A.

1. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital photo storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles and

embed suchdigital tags on the digital files in a non-proprietary file format,

wherein the digital tagging system comprises at least one type of data selected

from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a

relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data; and

a single userinterface through which the types of data are selected by the user;

wherein the single user interface [that] presents both the sorting system and the

sorted digital files [on a user’s screen based on user input];and

wherein a user enters the embedded tag data using the interface.

(Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein [the digital file

repository is accessible over the Internet] in responseto a userclicking on a

digital tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the clicked digital tag.
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. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface

organizes and presents the digital files based on the type of data selected by the

user[sorting system provides a user with the ability to search based onaplurality

of digital tags].

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a

recipe to a person’s name.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital files [and

data] including the embedded digital tags can be exported [as a single file] within

the file’s original format.

. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented_method of storing digital

photographs, the method comprising the stepsof:

storing a digital photographinafile repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph;

providing a search function that permits simultaneous searching bya plurality of

non-proprietary digital tag types and provides a search result; and

providing a user-configurable [output] interface to simultaneously permit use of

the search function and to display the searchresult;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group
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consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype.

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of providing access

to the file repository via the Internet.

10. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

11. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step oflinking a recipe to

a user.

12. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 8, further comprising the step of

outputting a digital photograph [and its associated digital tags in a single file]

wherein the digital files including the embeddeddigital tags can be exported

within the file’s original format.

13. (Currently Amended) A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality digital tags to the digital

files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data

selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype; [and]

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data and to be exported with the plurality of

digital tags [i]Jembedded on the digitalfiles;

wherein the embedded tag data is automatically imported from thefile and
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a user interface simultaneously displays the sorting system, the digitalfiles, and

the digital tags; and

wherein a user embeds tag data in a non-proprietary digital format in the

underlying digital file_using the interface.

14. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible overthe Internet.

15. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking

a recipe to a person’s name.

18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

19. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digitalfiles

[and data] including the embedded digital tags can be exported [as a single file]

within the file’s original format.

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.
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APPENDIX A

Clean Copy of the Claims

. (Currently Amended) A web-baseddigital photo storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign digital tags to the digitalfiles and

embed suchdigital tags on the digital files in a non-proprietaryfile format,

wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data selected

from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a

relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data; and

a single userinterface through whichthe types of data are selected by the user;

wherein the single user interface presents both the sorting system and the sorted

digital files; and

wherein a userenters the embeddedtag data using the interface.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein in response to a

userclicking on a digital tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the

clicked digital tag.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface

organizes and presents the digital files based on the type of data selected by the

user.
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. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for tracking

relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking a

recipe to a person’s name.

. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digitalfiles

including the embeddeddigital tags can be exported within the file’s original

format.

. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of storing digital

photographs, the method comprising the stepsof:

storing a digital photographinafile repository;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photograph;

providing a search function that permits simultaneous searching by a plurality of

non-proprietary digital tag types and provides a searchresult; and

providing a user-configurable interface to simultaneously permit use of the

search function and to display the search result;

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype.

. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of providing access

to the file repository via the Internet.
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10. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships betweenusersso that a family tree can be displayed.

11. (Original) The methodof claim 8, further comprising the step oflinking a recipe to

a user.

12. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 8, further comprising the step of

outputting a digital photograph wherein the digital files including the embedded

digital tags can be exported within the file’s original format.

13. (Currently Amended) A web-baseddigital file storage system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles;

a processorcoupledto the digital file repository;

a digital tagging system configured to assign a plurality digital tags to the digital

files, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data

selected from the group consisting of a person’s name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the digital files to be sorted

according to a plurality of types of data and to be exported with the plurality of

digital tags embeddedonthedigitalfiles;

wherein the embedded tag data is automatically imported from thefile and

a userinterface simultaneously displays the sorting system, the digital files, and

the digital tags; and

wherein a user embedstag data in a non-proprietary digital format in the

underlying digital file using the interface.
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14. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible overthe Internet.

15. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

userwith the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags.

16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for linking

a recipe to a person’s name.

18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the userinterface is user-

configurable.

19. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digitalfiles

including the embeddeddigital tags can be exported within the file’s original

format.

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.
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DETAILED ACTION

1. The present application is being examined underthe pre-AlAfirst to invent

provisions.

2. Claims 1-20 Pending.

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114

3. A requestfor continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set

forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), wasfiled in this application after final rejection. Since this

application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set

forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has beentimely paid, the finality of the previous Office action

has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submissionfiled on

09/26/2013 has been entered.

Response to Arguments

4. Applicant's argumentsfiled 09/16/2013 have been fully considered but they are

not persuasive.

As per Applicants arguments asserting that the art of Kustanowitzfails to

disclose the functionality of sorting according to a plurality of different data types,

Examiner respectfully disagrees. Examiner notes that the claims do not require that the

claimed system be able to sort by a plurality of different data types concurrently. As
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such, the disclosure of the art of Kustanowitz indicating the capability of sorting by

different data types including at least name, category, and date anticipates the sorting

functionality of the claims. Examinerfurther notes that the prior art clearly discloses

displaying a plurality of tag types simultaneously, the selection of which will display

items of content associated with those tags. As such, Examinerasserts that evenif

such subject matter were presentin the claims, the prior art clearly discloses sorting by

a plurality of separate tags simultaneously.

As per Applicants arguments regarding the functionality of sorting by clicking the

tags themselves, Examiner respectfully disagrees. Examiner notes that Section 2.1 and

Figure 1 clearly describe andillustrate an interface wherein the tags are represented by

a tree-based folder structure, and that the selecting (i.e. clicking) a folder of the tree

based structure representing a particular tag will result in a presentation of all items of

content(i.e. pictures) which have been tagged with the selected tag. As the limitations

of Claim 2 only require that the sorting be done responsiveto the clicking of a tag,

Examiner asserts the tree-based representation of the tags and associated functionality

is sufficient to anticipate the claimed limitations.

As per Applicant arguments regarding the embedding of tags, Examiner

respectfully disagrees. Examiner notes that Applicantfails to support the assertion that

Kustanowitz does not allow a user to embed data tags within the original underlyingfile.

Examinerfurther notes that Applicant appears to argue both that at least somedigital
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mediafiles (i.e. file types) naturally support tag based annotation and that the digital

files used within the systems of Kustanowitz and Rhodesdo not support such inherent

tag-based annotation. Examiner asserts, however, that the disclosure of Rhoadsclearly

and explicitly indicates that the metadata tags are embeddedinto the digital files

themselves via watermarks(i.e. Rhoads, Column8, Lines 23-24, "...the watermark may

contain keyword information (i.e. content type tags) about a scene in a an image...”)

and asserts that the inclusion of the watermark within a digital file does not alter the

underlying file type. While Rhoads doesfurther include an indexed databaseof tags

andfile relations (i.e. indices of tags which include pointersto files which include the

tags), the existence of such a database, whichis intendedto facilitate searching and

related file lookup, does not preclude the tags themselves from being includedin the

files via the watermarks. Examinerfurther asserts that, as the tags are clearly

embeddedinto thefiles, the capabilities of the systems of both Kustanowitz and Rhoads

to import and export the digital files demonstrates that the tags may be imported and

exported as well and that the tags of Kustanowitz and the watermarks of Rhoads are

not described as being proprietary, but rather use well known annotation and

watermarking methodsto represent the tag and watermark information.

In light of the above arguments, the rejection will be updatedto reflect

amendments madeto the claims and maintained.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
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5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis forall

obviousnessrejections setforth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though theinvention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 ofthis title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obviousat the time the
invention was madeto a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

6. Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Kustanowitz et al. ("Motivating Annotation for Personal Digital Photo Libraries: Lowering Barriers while

Raising Incentives", Tech. Report HCIL-2004-18, U. Maryland, 2005 and referred to hereinafter as

Kustanowitz) in view of Rhoadsetal. (U.S. Patent Number 7,372,976, Issued 05/13/2008, Filed

08/22/2006 and referred to hereinafter as Rhoads).

As per Claim 1, Kustanowitz discloses a web-based digital file storage system

comprising: a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital files (See Section 2.1

which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses

that the photos may bestored and retrieved.); a processor coupledto the digital file repository

(Examiner notes that, as the media is embodied bydigital files, a processer is necessary in orderto

perform operation on the files, such as the annotation operation of Section 2.1.); a digital tagging

system permitting the user to assign a plurality of digital tags to each of the digitalfiles,

wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type of data selected from the

group consisting of a person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an

event name, a rating, and a documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 which clearly disclose

that the digital files may be tagged with various forms of information including at least namesof people,

dates, relationships, and categories.); a searchfilter, wherein the searchfilter allows the digital

files to be searched according to a plurality of types of data (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which
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clearly disclose that images may be searched for based at least on data relating to a person, relationship,

event, and date. Further see Section 2.1 and Figure 1 which clearly disclose that files may be selected

and sorted based on embeddedtag information including at least name and category information.); and

a single userinterface through whichthe types of data are selected by the user(See

Section 2.1 and Figure 1 which clearly disclose thatfiles may be selected and sorted based on embedded

tag information including at least name and category information.); wherein the single use interface

presents both the sorting system and the sorted digital files (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which

clearly disclose that images may be displayed as a result of the searches and therefor based on the

digital tags. Further see Section 2.1 and Figure 1 which clearly disclose that files may be selected and

sorted based on embeddedtag information including at least name and category information.); and

wherein a user enters the embeddedtag data using the interface (See Section 2.1 and

Figure 1 which clearly disclose that tags may be embeddedinto the files using the interface, either

through a drag and drop interaction or a selection and labeling interaction.).

Kustanowitz fails to explicitly disclose that the tags are embedded within the

digital files in a non-proprietary format.

Rhoadsdiscloses that the tags are embedded within the digital files in a non-

proprietary format (See Column 7, Lines 27-52 and Column8, Lines 24-25whichclearly disclose that

digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be embeddedinto the digital mediafiles

in order to enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata. Further See Column 7,

Lines 4-25 and Column 8, Lines 27-52 whichclearly indicate that the tags may exists and be embedded

in non-proprietary file formats.).

It would have been obvious to oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant’s

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoads to

include that the tags are embeddedwithin the digital files in a non-proprietary format
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with the motivation of creating a searchable index of media based on metadata

associated with the media (Rhoads, Abstract).

As per Claim 2, , Kustanowitz discloses in response to a userclicking ona

digital tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the clicked digital tag (See Section

2.1 and Figure 1 clearly describe andillustrate an interface wherein the tags are represented by a tree-

based folder structure, and that the selecting (i.e. clicking) a folder of the tree based structure

representing a particular tag will result in a presentation of all items of content(i.e. pictures) which have

been tagged with the selected tag).

As per Claim 3, Kustanowitz discloses the user interface organizes and presents

the digital files based on the type of data selected by the user See Section 2.1 and Figure 1

clearly describe andillustrate an interface wherein the tags are represented by a tree-based folder

structure, and that the selecting (i.e. clicking) a folder of the tree based structure representing a particular

tag will result in a presentation of all items of content (i.e. pictures) which have been tagged with the

selected tag).

As per Claims 4, 10, and 16, Kustanowitz discloses a system for tracking

relationships between and among users and namedpersons,so that a family tree can

be displayed (See Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the tags may be usedtotrack relationships

which may be usedto form a family tree or organizational chart.).
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As per Claims 5, 11, and 17, Kustanowitz discloses a system for linking a recipe

to at least one of a person's name,videos, photos, documents, and audio files (See

Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that free text annotations may be added to photos and Section 4.1

which indicates that the photos may be linked to names. Examiner asserts that the subject matter of a

recipe does not affect the functionality of the system and as suchis considered to be non-functional

descriptive material. Examiner asserts that as free-text information may be associated with the names

and photos, the limitation is sufficiently disclosed.).

As per Claims 6 and 18, Kustanowitz discloses the userinterface is user-

configurable (See Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the user interface is zoom-able to varying

levels of granularity within the photo collection. Examiner notes that this zooming functionality is a form of

user configurability.).

As per Claims 7, 12, and 19, Kustanowitz discloses the digital files including the

embedded digital tags can be exported within the files original format (See Section 4.1

which clearly disclosesthat the files of the collection may be chosen for personal and professional use

which indicates that single or multiple files may be exported for use in other applications. Examiner notes

that no changeoffile format is necessitated to export files in this manner.).

Rhoadsfurther explicitly discloses that the exported files are in the originalfile

format (See Column 7, Lines 27-52 and Column8, Lines 24-25which clearly disclose thatdigital tags

(i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be embeddedinto the digital media files in orderto

enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata. Further See Column 7, Lines 4-25 and

Column8, Lines 27-52 which clearly indicate that the tags may exists and be embedded in non-

proprietary file formats.).

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 213



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 214

Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 9

Art Unit: 2165

It would have been obvious to oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant’s

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoadsto

explicitly include hat the exportedfiles are in the original file format with the motivation

of creating a searchable index of media based on metadata associated with the media

(Rhoads, Abstract).

As per Claim 8, Kustanowitz discloses a computer-implemented method of

storing digital files, the method comprising the steps of: storing a digitalfile in a file

repository (See Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and

Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the photos may be stored andretrieved.); associating a

plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital file (See Sections 2.1-2.3

and 4.1 which clearly disclose that the digital files may be tagged with various forms of information

including at least names of people, dates, relationships, and categories.); providing a search

function that permits simultaneous searching by a plurality of non-proprietary digital tag

types and provides a searchresult (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images

may be searched for based at least on data relating to a person, relationship, event, and date. Further

See Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that searching functionality may be provided in the form of a tree-

based tag hierarchy which allows for searching across multiple tags simultaneously. Examiner further

notes that name, category, date, and location information are non-proprietary tag types.); and

providing a user-configurable interface to simultaneously permit use of the search

function and to display the search result (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that

images may be displayed as a result of the searches and therefor based on the digital tags. Further See

Section 2.1 which explicitly disclose that the searching and display of results may occur concurrently.);
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wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group consisting of a

person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and

a documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 whichclearly disclosethatthe digital files may be

tagged with various forms of information including at least names of people, dates, relationships, and

categories.).

Rhoadsfurther discloses that the searching of tag types simultaneously searches

a plurality of non-proprietary tag types (See Column 7, Lines 27-52 and Column 8 Lines 24-25

which clearly disclose that digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be

embeddedinto the digital media files in order to enable the creation of a searchable index based on the

metadata. Examiner notesthatall the tags are indexed and as such are simultaneously searchable and

that the metadata tags are clearly described as being non-proprietary (i.e. inherent to file type).).

It would have been obviousto oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant’s

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoadsto

include that the searching of tag types simultaneously searches a plurality of non-

proprietary tag types with the motivation of creating a searchable index of media based

on metadata associated with the media (Rhoads, Abstract).

As per Claims 9 and 14, Kustanowitz discloses the digital file repository is

accessible over the Internet (See Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that the photo services may be

web based and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the photos maybe stored andretrieved.).

As per Claim 13, Kustanowitz discloses a web-based digital file storage system

comprising: a digitalfile repository for storing and retrieving digitalfiles (See Section 2.1
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which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses

that the photos may bestored and retrieved.); a processor coupledto the digital file repository

(Examiner notes that, as the media is embodied bydigital files, a processer is necessary in orderto

perform operation on the files, such as the annotation operation of Section 2.1.); a digital tagging

system configured to assign a plurality of digital tags to each of the digital files, wherein

the digital tagging system comprises at least one type of data selected from the group

consisting of a person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event

name,a rating, and a documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 which clearly disclose that the

digital files may be tagged with various forms of information including at least names of people, dates,

relationships, and categories.); a sorting system, wherein the sorting system allows the

digital files to be sorted according to a plurality of types of data (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4

which clearly disclose that images may be displayed as a result of the searches and therefor based on

the digital tags.); wherein the embeddedtag data is automatically imported from thefile

and a userinterface simultaneously displays the sorting system, the digital files, and the

digital tags (See Section 2.1 and Figure 1 whichclearly disclosefile import operations, and clearly

illustrates that the files, sorting interface, and metadata tags may be simultaneously displayed.); and

wherein that the tags are embeddedusing theinterface (See Section 2.1 whichclearly

discloses that the tags are embeddedinto the files using drag and drop functionality of the interface.).

Kustanowitz fails to disclose that that the file may be exported and imported with

the plurality of digital tags are embeddedwithin the digital files and that the tags are

embeddedwithin the digital files in a non-proprietary format.

Rhoads disclosesthat that the file may be exported and imported with the

plurality of digital tags are embeddedwithin the digital files (See Column7, Lines 27-52 which
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clearly disclose that digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be embeddedinto

the digital mediafiles in order to enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata.

Further See Column9, Lines 50-67 and Column 10, Lines 1-11 which indicate thatfiles may be fetched

by (i.e. exported to or imported from) other computers within a network. Examinernotesthat,if the

metadata is embeddedin the files, the metadata will be exported or imported as part ofthefile during an

export or import operation.) and that the tags are embeddedwithin the digital files in a non-

proprietary format (See Column 7, Lines 27-52 and Column8, Lines 24-25whichclearly disclose that

digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be embeddedinto the digital mediafiles

in order to enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata. Further See Column 7,

Lines 4-25 and Column 8, Lines 27-52 whichclearly indicate that the tags may exists and be embedded

in non-proprietary file formats.).

It would have been obvious to oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant’s

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoads to

include that that the file may be exported or imported with the plurality of digital tags are

embedded within the digital files and that the tags are embeddedwithin the digitalfiles

in anon-proprietary format with the motivation of creating a searchable index of media

based on metadata associated with the media (Rhoads, Abstract).

As per Claims 15, Kustanowitz discloses the sorting system provides a user with

the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly

disclose that images may be searched for basedat least on data relating to a person, relationship, event,

and date.).
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As per Claim 20, Kustanowitz discloses a user-configurable output to display the

sorted files (See Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the user interface is zoom-able to varying

levels of granularity within the photo collection. Examiner notes that this zooming functionality is a form of

user configurability.).

Points of Contact

Anyinquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to MICHAEL HICKS whosetelephone numberis (571)272-

2670. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00a-5:30p.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Neveen Abel-Jalil can be reachedat (571)272-4074. The fax phone number

for the organization wherethis application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, seehttp://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on accessto the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automatedinformation

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA)or 571-272-1000.

/Michael J Hicks/
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 Attorney Docket Number

| hereby revoke all previous powersof attorney given in the above-identified application.

] A Powerof Attorney is submitted herewith.
OR

L hereby appoint Practitioner(s) associated with the following Customer
Number as my/our attorney(s} or agent(s) to prosecute the application
identified above, and to transact all business in the United Siates Patent
and Trademark Office connected therewith:

OR

CI | hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named below as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s) to prosecute the application identified above, andto transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 

  

 

 

  

Practitioner(s) Name | Registration Number

 
Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the above-identified application to:

The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number.

OR

] The address associated with Customer Number:
OR

Firm or
Individual Name

Address

City

Country

Telephon a
lam the:

Applicant/inventor.
OR

C] Assignee of recard of the entire interest. See 37 CFR 3.71.Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) (Form PTO/SB/96) submitted herewith orfiled on

SIGNATAIRE of Applicant or Assignee of Record

Signature =Naeee Hier AX, ROG
Name hristopher Desmon Telephone 1° 629 SRY BIL

 

Title and Company |OGof viker run atts tht ls LEC.
NOTE:Signatures of all the inventors or assignees of record of the entire interest or their representative(s) are required. Submit muitiple forms if more than one
signature is required, see below’,

 
*Totalof|sforms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.34, 1.32 and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichis to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on
the amountof time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions far reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P,O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option2.
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an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
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Doc Code: N572

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

 
. . www.uspto.gov : .

|

13/157,214 06/09/2011 Christopher Desmond Memory-Webb

CONFIRMATIONNO.6707

91105 (OQAUA
Caliber IP, LLC *0C000000066367066"
150 N. Michigan Ave., Ste. 2800
Chicago, IL 60601

Cc: NIXON PEABODY, LLP
300 S. RIVERSIDE PLAZA, 16TH FLOOR
CHICAGO,IL 60606-6613

Date Mailed: 01/31/2014

DENIAL OF REQUEST FOR POWEROF ATTORNEY

The request for Powerof Attorneyfiled.01/28/14 is acknowledged. However, the request cannot be granted
at this time for the reason stated below.

CL) The Powerof Attorney you provided did not comply with the new Powerof Attorney rules that became
effective on June 25, 2004. See 37 CFR 1.32. ;

CJ The revocation is not signed by the applicant, the assigneeof the entire interest, or one particular
principal attorney having the authority to revoke.

CL) The Powerof Attorney is from an assignee andthe Certificate required by 37 CFR 3.73(c) has not been
received. .

C) The person signing for the assignee has omitted their empowerment to sign on behalf of the assignee.

C) The inventor(s) is without authority to appoint attorneys since the assignee hasintervened as provided
by 37 CFR 3.71.

MW the signature(s) of Nancy Desmond,a co-inventorin this application, has been omitted. The Powerof
Attorney will be entered upon receipt of confirmation signed by said co-inventor(s).

() The person(s) appointed in the Powerof Attorney is not registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and
TrademarkOffice.

QO Only one Customer Numbercanbe designated for the Powerof Attorney in an application. The
Customer Numberthat was capturedis the first Customer Number provided on the Powerof Attorney
document.
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Doc Code: N572 -

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450 :
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

 
Oa request under 37 CFR 1.48 to add an inventor was5 granted iin this application, however, no powerof

attorney consistent with the powerof attorney granted by the originally named inventive entity has been
received. Thus, the addition of the inventor has resulted in the loss of power of attorney inthe .
application. See 37 CFR 1.32(e).

C) The powerof attorney has not been accepted becausethe party whois giving powerof attorney has not
been identified. Power of attorney may only be signed by the applicant for patent (37 CFR 1.42) orthe |

patent owner. A patent owner who was not the applicant must appoint any powerof attorney incompliance with 37 CFR 3.71 and 3.73. See 37 CFR 1.32(b)(4).

L) The powerof attorney from the inventors has not been accepted becauseit is a copy from a prior
national application for which benefit is claimed and the continuingapplication names an inventor who
was not namedas an inventorin theprior application.

L) The powerof attorney from the inventors has not been accepted because the powerof attorney must be
signed by the applicant for patent. See 37 CFR 1.32(b)(4).

C) Any requestto correct or update the nameof the applicant must includean application data sheet (ADS)
in compliance with 37 CFR 1.76 specifying the correct or updated nameof the applicantin the applicant
information section. Any request to changethe applicant after an original applicant has been specified
under 37 CFR 1.46(b) mustinclude a newADSin compliance with 37 CFR 1.76 specifying the applicant
in the applicant information section and comply with 37 CFR 3.71 and 3.73. See 37 CFR 1.46(c).

Any inquiries regarding this notice should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit at 571-272-4200.

  pplication Assistance Unit
571-272-4200
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United States Patent and Trademark Office
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CONFIRMATIONNO. 6707

91105 MISCELLANEOUS NOTICE

Caliber IP, LLC

150 N. Michigan Ave., Ste. 2800 000000008000000
Chicago, IL 60601

Date Mailed: 02/03/2014

 
 
   

A communication which cannot be delivered in electronic form has been mailed to the applicant.
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required ta respond to a collection of information unless it displays @ valid OMS control number

POWER OF ATTORNEY Application Number 13/157,214 .
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REVOCATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY __fifst Named inventor
WITH A NEW POWER OF ATTORNEY

AND

CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS

 
 

 

 

Examiner Name : Michael J. Hicks ~

Attorney Docket Number|069386-000002USPT

 

| hereby revokeall previous powers of attorney given in the above-identified application.
 

= A Powerof Attorney is submitted herewith.
5.‘ hereby appoint Practitioner({s) associated with the following Customer

Number as my/our atterney{s) or agent(s) to prosecute the application
identified above, and to transact all business in the United States Patent
and Trademark Office connected therewith:

OR

CI | hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named below as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s) to prosecute the application identified above, andto transactall business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:

 

Practitioner(s) Name Registration Number  
 

 

 
  

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the above-identified applicationto:

[| The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number. 
OR

[| The address associated with Customer Number:
OR

Cl FirmorIndividual Name
Address

 

  
   
  

Telephone
fam the:

Applicant/Inventor.
OR

a Assignee of record of the entire interest. See 37 CFR 3.71.Statement under 37 CFR 3. 73(b) (Form PTO/SB/96) submitted herewith or filed on

Signature ‘ i uy. i : on _ 1L.G [¢aaa
Name Nat grin Telephone (630) 534+e968

¥ Sl 9g - ‘ AY neeTitle and‘Company
NOTE: Signatures of all the inventors or assignees of recard ofthe entire interast or their representative(s) are required. Submit multiple forms # more than one
signature is required, see below’.

*Total of . forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 131, 1.32 and 1.33. The information is required to abtain or retain a benefit by the public whichis to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiahty is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to compiete,
including gathering. preparing, and submitting the completed application ferm to the USPTO. Time will vary depending uponthe individual case. Any comments on
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22343-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETEO FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Bax 1480, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTQ-9199 andselect option 2.

 

 

 
Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 231



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 232

Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

18170340

Application Number: 13157214

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number:

Title of Invention: METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGING DIGITALFILES

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Christopher Desmond

Customer Number: 91105

Stephen G. Rudisill/Carla Rivera

Filer Authorized By: StephenG.Rudisill

Attorney Docket Number: Memory-Webb

Receipt Date: 11-FEB-2014

Filing Date: 09-JUN-2011

Time Stamp: 10:50:21

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111)

 
Paymentinformation:

Submitted with Payment

File Listing:

Document gs File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages

069366-2USPT_Revocation_PO

A.pdf
Powerof Attorney 92cd565de3d075c780ad3ea0425fb7aedea

474b0

Information:

 
Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 232



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 233

TotalFiles Size (in bytes) 79002

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTOofthe indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidenceof receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shownonthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish thefiling date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptanceof the application as a
national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

NewInternational Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
nationalsecurity, and the date shownon this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the internationalfiling date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 371(C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE

 
 
   

13/157,214 06/09/2011 Christopher Desmond 069386-000002USPT
CONFIRMATION NO.6707

70001 POA ACCEPTANCE LETTER

NIXON PEABODY, LLP

300 S. Riverside Plaza, 16th Floor IOC00000006660 1250
CHICAGO, IL 60606-6613

Date Mailed: 02/24/2014

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWEROF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Powerof Attorneyfiled 02/11/2014.

The Powerof Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondencein this application will be mailed to the
above addressas provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

/ddinb/

 

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 234



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 235

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

 
  
  CONFIRMATIONNO.    APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.

13/157,214 06/09/2011 Christopher Desmond 069386-000002USPT 6707

NIX SD a PINROEXAMINERNIXON PEABODY, LLP Le
300 S. Riverside Plaza, 16th Floor HICKS, MICHAEL J
CHICAGO,IL 60606-6613 ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER

2165

MAIL DATE DELIVERY MODE

02/25/2014 PAPER

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

 . vas . 13/157,214 DESMOND ETAL.
Applicant-initiated Interview Summary

Examiner Art Unit

MICHAEL HICKS 2165

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) MICHAEL HICKS. (3)Nancy Desmond.

(2) Stephen Rudisill. (4) Christopher Desmond.

Date of Interview: 20 February 2014.

Type: & Telephonic [] Video Conference
[-] Personal [copy given to: [] applicant [J applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [XK] Yes L] No.
If Yes, brief description: Website Preview.

Issues Discussed [101 [112 l102 (103 [Others
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 27.

Identification of prior art discussed: All cited.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied referencesetc...)

Applicant gave a detailed overview of the features and the operation of the system on which the instant Application
isbased and intended to describe and claim coverage over. Examiner noted that, while the presented system was
detailed and included interesting aspects and features, the proposed claims which were presented in conjunction with
the presentation of the system, are very broad and describe very few of the presented features. Examiner indicated
that more detailed claims were neededto fully describe the functionality and operation of the presented system.
Applicant noted that the claims would be reviewed with Examiner comments in mind. No agreementas to the
patenability of the claims was reached.

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already beenfiled, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summaryform, whichever islater, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examinerrecordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of
the substance of an interview should includethe items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argumentor issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcomeof the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached onthe issuesraised.

[J Attachment
/MICHAEL HICKS/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2165

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20140220
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Summaryof Recordof Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be madeof record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must befiled by the applicant. An interview does not removethe necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Businessto be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendanceof applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substanceof interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substanceof an interview of record in the applicationfile, unless
the examinerindicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made andto correct material inaccuracies
whichbeardirectly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxesandfilling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise providedfor in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure,or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Recordis required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of thefile, and listed on the
“Contents” section ofthe file wrapper. In a personalinterview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephoneor video-conferenceinterview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examineris not likely before an allowanceorif other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:
— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)
—Nameof applicant
—Nameof examiner
— Date of interview

—Type ofinterview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)
—Nameofparticipant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)
—Anindication whetheror not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

—Anidentification of the specific prior art discussed
— An indication whether an agreement was reached andif so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by

attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreementasto allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examinerto the contrary.

—The signature of the examiner who conductedthe interview (if Form is not an attachmentto a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examinerorally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case.It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unlessit includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examinerto include,all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substanceofthe interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
4) an identification of the principal proposed amendmentsof a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a briefidentification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the argumentsis not
required. The identification of the argumentsis sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments madeto the
examiner can be understood in the context of the applicationfile. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize andfully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a generalindication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcomeofthe interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substanceof an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examinerwill give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Checkfor Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statementattributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should placethe indication, “Interview Record OK”on the
paper recording the substanceof the interview along with the date and the examiner'sinitials.
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DocCode — SCORE

SCOREPlaceholder Sheetfor IFW Content

Application Number: 13157214 Document Date: 03/26/2014

The presence ofthis form in the IFW recordindicates that the following documenttype wasreceived
in electronic format on the date identified above. This content is stored in the SCORE database.

Since this was an electronic submission, there is no physical artifact folder, no artifact folderis
recorded in PALM, and no paper documents or physical media exist. The TIFF images in the IFW
record were created from the original documents that are stored in SCORE.

Drawing

At the time of documententry (noted above):
e USPTO employees may access SCOREcontent via eDAN using the Supplemental Content

tab, or via the SCORE webpage.
e External customers may access SCOREcontent via PAIR using the Supplemental Content

tab.

Form Revision Date: August 26, 2013
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Fig, 1

Select All Select None

Delete Selected

 
REPLACEMENT SHEET

1 File(s) Selected

File Attributes:

Date: September2, 2010 change

Location: Yellowstone, MT, USA change

People: Christopher Desmond, Nancy Desmond

Event: Fly Fishing in Yellowstone
Comments: Add

Keywords: Add
Album: Add

Star Ranking:  eeeece

Sharing Rights: Add

Recipe: Add

Document Type: Add

File Name: IMG 123 change  
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig, 2

 
Comments: Location:

Suzanne and Anthony's Wedding Party where the cousins posed Historical Society

for a photo in the grass. Note,Jack with the lollipop and the Lisle, IL 60532

photographer with his shoe in the photo

People:

Jack Wong

C) Wong

MaryFirestone
Zoe Peika

Nick Persons

Event: Suzanne & Anthony's Wedding Reception 2010

Camera Details: more
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  Mary Baderand Clint Firestone

Wedding October 11, 1945

 
College Break 1992

 
NancyJames and

Christopher Desmond

Wedding October 17, 1998

Capt. Clint Firestone
1952

 
LA Trip 1993

Amazon Fishing Trip
November 2009

REPLACEMENT SHEET

Germany Trip 1955 Father's Day 1966

EIU College Cairo, Egypt 1996
Graduation 1994

 
Cousins Party 2010

#

 

Thumbnail | Table

Christopher 1*
Year 1972

Europe

Backpacking
1996

 
Fishing in Yellowstone

Montana September 2010

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 241

 



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 242

 
REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig, 4

Captions On | Off

Christopher Desmond and Nancy Desmond Wedding - October 17, 1998

Event
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Fig. 5

Sahat

REPLACEMENT SHEET

POW
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Fig. 6

 
Clint Firestone

Mary Virginia

Suzanne Lucky

Tim Dog

Clint Dewitt

Steve Fwah

REPLACEMENT SHEET

HENNSNNN, 8 

Re

 
 

 
  

Steve Fire Suzanne Lucky Steve Fwah Ben Sherman

AR

Ben Sherman Joe Schmo Mary Virginia

 
Clint Dewitt

seesnapsnaapsssansanay‘ we t

Thumbnail | Table

Joe Schmo

 
Charlotte Killian
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig. 7

Clinton Dewitt Firestone IV

Birth: July 12, 1896
Death: April 29, 1971
Parents: Clinton Dewitt Firestone Ill and Viola Miller
Comments: He was a WWII US. Air force pilot and POW in WWII and veteran
honorably discharged in Decemberof 1947. He workedfor 44 yearsforthe
Firestone Tire and Rubber Companyin retail, wholesale and original equipment

sales, marketing and management. He was born in Akron, OH and is buried in
Columbiana, OH.

 
Edit bio

Locations Timeline Family Tree Recipes
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REPLACEMENTSHEET

Fig. 8

Tree | Table

Descendantsof CharlotteKillian Halter
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig. 9

Year

Day 
Cousins Party 2010 sighing in Yellowstone

Montana September 2010
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig, 10

* 1 Zucchini (chopped)
«Thai Basil (8 leaves)

+ Lemon Grass {in jar) 1 teaspoon
* Chinese Ginger Root(in jar} 1 teaspoon

Rice

* Thai Rice (somethingthat only takes 2 cups of water)
* Dice chicken in bowl and add two tablespoons offish

sauce, Let marinate for 20 minutes.

Desmond's Yellow Thai Chicken Curry «Take thick part of coconut milk out into pan (about 4
tablespoons), Curry paste, 1 spoon of lemon grass, 1
spoonof gingerandgarlic. Heat over high with boil and
THEN stir for 1 minute. Add meat (uncooked)and fry

until cooked over high heat
* Add milk, brown sugar and salt. Bring back to slightboil

and constantly stir. Add veggies and soy sauce. Cook for
about 10-14 minutes COVERED until veggies are cooked,
Serve with a smile,

 
Curry Mix

* Coconut milk (400 ml} - DO NOT SHAKE IT UP

* 800 gram of chicken (4 chicken breast]
«Fish sauce (Nam Pla} Thai Bamboo Garden - Bottle

* Garlic (2 cloves}

* Broccoli { 2cups chopped)
* 2 Peppers (chopped)

* 2 Carrots (chopped)

Chef: Barry Desmond Video on How to MakeIt Original Handwritten Recipe
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig, 11

 

Thumbnail | Table
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig. 12

 

Thumbnail | Table
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig. 13

Thumbnail | Table
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig. 14

Thumbnail | Table
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig, 15

 

Thumbnail | Table
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig. 16

Category | Card | Table
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig. 17

Close (x)

  
Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 255



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 256

 
REPLACEMENT SHEET

Advanced Search Filter

Keywords: Add
Date: Add

Location:

Chicago,IL USA

Yellowstone, MT USA

Cologne, Germany

People:
Mike Cubbie

Mary Lamb

Christopher Monk

Nancy Monk

Dwight Schrut

 
Event:

Jack's 1Birthday

Fly Fishing in Yellowstone

Raking Leaves
Christmas 2010

Thanksgiving 2010

July 4"Parade
Album: Add

Star Ranking: Add

Sharing Rights: Add

Document Type: Add
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REPLACEMENT SHEET

Fig, 19

PEAR Cite9

 
Welcome, Captain Phil
Last Login: 11.18.2010 Media Count Archive Status Count

#Photos 1,342 80% complete
/ # Videos 5 61% complete

My recent memories: #Documents 173
* 123 Photos uploaded on 11.07.10
* albums created 11.17.10

+ 12 visitors since last login date People Stats:
* 123 Photos uploaded on 11.07.10
» albums created 11.17.10 Last Name HPeople|#Photos|# Videos

ee
pn pee|on[aw|oo|»|* Captain Phil 2010(photo album) Firestone 11 1,249 U7 39

-genmms ay|aDm[a|a
+ Captain Phil (Timeline)

 
Updates andAlerts: EventStats:
» License renewal due 1.15.2011

pet|ae|ttn|ted
MikeTesty's 1Birthday 13-Sept-1988|Minneapolis, MN

Cubs Beat Cards Aug 1998 5-Aug-1998 Chicago, IL 2,199

Nancy Learns to Ride Bike 21-July-1978|St. Louis, MO
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARKOFFICE

Serial No. :  13/157,214

Applicants : Christopher Desmondetal.

Filed : June 9, 2011

Title > METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGINGDIGITAL

FILES

Confirmation No. : 6707

TC/A.U. : 2165

Examiner : Michael J. Hicks

Customer No.: : 70001

Docket No. : 069366-000002USPT

RESPONSE TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION DATED NOVEMBER26, 2013

Mail Stop Amendment — via EFS
Commissioner for Patents

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

This is in response to the Non-Final Office Action dated November 26, 2013, which set a

shortened statutory period for response of three months from that date, i.e., by February 26,

2014, and this response is being filed with a one-month extension of time fee. This paper is

being submitted on that date, and thus is timely. Please consider the following amendments and

enter the following remarksinto the record for this application.

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 2 ofthis paper.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 3 of this paper.

Remarksbegin on page7 ofthis paper.

14913279.1
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AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS

The attached sheets of drawings include changes to FIGs. 1-19. These sheets, which

include FIG. 1-19, replace the original sheets.

Attachment: Replacement Sheets

14913279.1
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application.

1. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital phete photograph storage system

comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital fHes photographsvia the Internet;

ledtothe disital 41 tory:

a digital tagging system precesser-coupled to the digital file repository and configured to

assign digital tags to the digital fles photographs in response to user inputs, and embed such

digital tags [[on]] in the digital ftes photographs in a non-proprietary file format, wherein the

digital tageine-system-comprises tags include at least one type of data selected from the group

consisting of a person's name, a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name,a rating,

and a documenttype;

a sorting system precesset-coupled to the digital file repository and configured to sort and

retrieve wheretithe-sortine_systematows the digital photographs and associated digital tags

fileste-be-serted according to a plurality of types of data in said digital tags at a time; and

a single user interface preeesset-coupled to the digital file repository, the digital tagging

system and the sorting system [[and]] to present threueh-+vhichthe+types-ofdate-are-selectedby

the-user;whereinthe-singleuserinterface-presents beth-the digital tagging system, the sorting

system and the sorted digital photographs to the user, and to enable the user to input digital

photographs to the digital file repository, and to input data to the digital tags associated with

selected digital photographs fttes; and

wherein a-aserentersthe-embeddedtac_datatusinetheinterfacesaid assigned tag data

associated with any digital photograph selected from said repository is displayed along with the

selected photograph on the user interface, regardless of what portion of said tag data is used in

the sorting of said digital photographs.

2. (Previously Presented) The storage system of claim 1, wherein in response to a

user clicking on a digital tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the clicked digitaltag.

3. (Previously Presented) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the user interface

organizes and presents the digital files based on the type of data selected by the user.

14913279.1
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4. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

5. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking

a recipe to a person's name.

6. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the user interface is

user-configurable.

7. (Previously Presented) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital files

including the embedded digital tags can be exported within thefile's original format.

8. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of storing digital

photographs, the method comprising the stepsof:

storing [[a]] digital photographs in a file repository from which said digital photographs

can be retrieved;

associating a plurality of digital tags having different tag types with the digital

photographs _in response to user inputs, and embedding such digital tags in the digital

photographsin a non-proprietary file format, [[;]]

 

 
wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group consisting of a

person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event a collections name,a rating,

and a document type;

sorting and retrieving the digital photographs and associated digital tags according to a

plurality of types of data in said digital tags at a time; and

enabling the user to input digital photographs to the digital file repository, and to input

data to the digital tags associated with selected digital photographs; and

displaying said assigned tag data associated with any digital photograph selected from

said repository, along with the selected photograph on a user interface, regardless of what portion

of said tag data is used in the sorting of said digital photographs.

14913279.1
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9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of

providing accessto the file repository via the Internet.

10. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships between users so that a family tree can be displayed.

11. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of linking a recipe

to a user.

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of

outputting a digital photograph wherein the digital files including the embeddeddigital tags can

be exported within the file's original format.

13. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital fe photograph storage system

comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital fles photographs;

lad-to the disital 41 toe:

a digital tagging system coupled to the digital file repository and configured to assign a

plurality digital tags to the digital fles photographs in response to user inputs, and to embed such

digital tags in the digital photographs in a non-proprietary file format, wherein the digital tagging

system comprises at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a person's name,

a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a documenttype;

a sorting systemwheretthe-sertinesystemalows_thedistallestebeserteda sorting

system coupled to the digital file repository and configured to sort and retrieve the digital

photographs and associated digital tags according to a plurality of types of data in said digital

tags at a time and-te-be-expertedarith the pluralty-of disitaltass-embeddedon +4 ; 

 
a single user interface coupled to the digital file repository and the sorting system to

present both the sorting system and the sorted digital photographs to the user, and to enable the

userto
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input digital photographsto the digital file repository,

input data to the digital tags associated with selected digital photographs, and

export selected digital photographs and all digital tags embedded in the selected

digital photographs in the non-proprietary file format, including all the data in said

embeddeddigital tags.

14. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible over the Internet.

15. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

user with the ability to search based onaplurality ofdigital tags.

16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

linking a recipe to a person's name.

18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the user interface is

user-configurable.

19. (Canceled)

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.

21. (New) The method of claim 8 in which, in response to a user clicking on a

retrieved photograph, the system automatically retrieves the tag data associated with the clicked

photograph.
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REMARKS

Claims 1-20 were previously pending in the present application. Claims 1, 8 and 13 are

amended, and claim 19 is canceled. A new dependent claim 21 has been added. After entering

this amendment, claims 1-18 and 20-21 remain pending for prosecution.

Interview

Applicants appreciate the interview afforded them and their undersigned counsel by

Examiner Hicks on February 20, 2014. As confirmed by the Applicant-Initiated Interview

Summary dated February 25, 2014, the Examiner noted in the interview that “more detailed

claims were needed to fully describe the functionality and operation of the presented system.”

Accordingly, Applicants are presenting more detailed claims in this response.

Specifically, Applicants have amended independentclaims 1 and 8 to limit these claims

to a system for managing digital photographs, and to require that the information contained in the

digital tags associated with any photograph stored in the digital file repository of Applicants’

claimed system, can be displayed along with the photograph on the user interface. Screenshots

of such displays are shown in the screenshots in Figs. 1, 2 and 18 of Applicants’ drawings,

where all the information displayed on the right-hand side of the screen is information from the

digital tags associated with the displayed photographs. It can be appreciated from these figures

that the display of the tag information alongside the photographs enriches the experience of

viewing the photographs because the tag information can provide the viewer with information

regarding both the history and content of the photograph(s).

Independent claim 13 has been amendedto limit this claim to a system for managing

digital photographs, and to require a system that can “export selected digital photographs andall

digital tags embedded in the selected digital photographs in the non-proprietary file format,

including all the data in said embedded digital tags.” (The original dependent claim 19 directed

to exporting the digital files and data as a single file has been canceled.) This feature provides

the user with a wide range of options for sharing and managing digital photographs without any

reduction in the benefits provided by the tag information to anyone who viewsthe photographs.

14913279.1

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 264



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 265

Drawings

Replacements drawings for all the original Figs. 1-19 were included with the Interview

Request Form, and are submitted herewith. The replacement drawings are the same as the

original drawings except that the format has been changed from white-on-black to black-on-

white, to improvethe clarity.

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C.§103

Claims 1-20

Original claims 1-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being obvious over

Kustanowitz et al. “Motivating Annotation for Personal Digital Photo Libraries: Lowering

Barriers while Raising Incentives,” Tech. Report HCIL-2004-18, U. Maryland, 2005

(“Kustanowitz”) in view of Rhoads U.S. Patent No. 7,372,976 (“Rhoads”). The Office Action

acknowledgedthat “Kustanowitz fails to explicitly disclose that the tags are embedded within the

digital files in a non-proprietary format” (Office Action, p. 6), and alleges that Rhoads

overcomesthat shortcoming of Kustanowitz.

Kustanowitz discusses a number of different annotating techniques for digital photo

libraries, but does not disclose a system that meets the requirement in Applicants’ amended

claims 1 and 8 that “said assigned tag data associated with any digital photograph selected from

said repository is displayed along with the selected photograph on the user interface, regardless

of what portion of said tag data is used in the sorting of said digital photographs.” Nor does

Kustanowitz disclose a system that enables a user to “export selected digital photographs andall

digital tags embedded in the selected digital photographs in the non-proprietary file format,
3

including all the data in said embedded digital tags,” as required by Applicants’ amended

independentclaim 13.

Rhoadsdiscloses a system for managing digital content by using watermarks to link the

content to related metadata. However, there is no suggestion in Rhoadsof displaying the digital

content with the the information in the watermarksdisplayed alongside the digital content, nor of

exporting selected digital photographs and all digital tags embedded in the selected digital

photographs in a non-proprietary file format, including all the data in the embeddeddigital tags.

Nor does Rhoadsrelate specifically to the managementof digital photographs.
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Thus, even if Rhoads were to be somehow combined with Kustanowitz, and resulting

combination would necessarily still be lacking the combined features required by Applicants’

claims 1, 8 and 13 as now amended.

Dependent claims 2-7 are dependent on the amended claim 1, dependent claims 9-12 are

dependent on the amended claims 8, and dependent claims 14-18 and 20 are dependent on the

amended claim 13. Thus, all these dependent claims distinguish over Kustanowitz and Rhoads

for the same reasonsset forth above with respect to the independent claims.

Accordingly, reconsideration of claims 1-18 and 20, in light of the amendments to the

independent claims 1, 8 and 13, is respectfully requested.

New Dependent Claim 21

The new dependent claim 21 is supported by Fig. 9 of Applicants’ drawings and the

description of that figure in paragraph [0042] of the specification.

CONCLUSION

It is the Applicants’ belief that all of the claims are now in condition for allowance and

action towards that effect is respectfully requested. If there are any matters which may be

resolved or clarified through a telephone interview, the Examiner is requested to contact the

undersigned attorney at the numberindicated.

A one month extension of time fee is being submitted concurrently herewith. It is

believed that no additional fees are due in connection with the filing of this Response. However,

should any fees be deemed necessary (except for payment of the issue fee), the Director is

authorized to charge any deficiency or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-

4181/069366-000002USPT for any fees inadvertently omitted which may be necessary now or

during the pendency ofthis application, except for the issue fee.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: March 26, 2014 By: /Stephen G. Rudisill, Reg. No. 20,087/
Stephen G. Rudisill, Reg. No. 20,087
NIXON PEABODY LLP

300 South Riverside Plaza, 16th Floor
Chicago,Illinois 60606
(312) 425-8570 — Direct Telephone
(866) 513-5365 — Direct Facsimile
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Application No. Applicant(s)

13/157,214 DESMOND ETAL.

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit
MICHAEL HICKS 2165

-- The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLYIS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY(30) DAYS,

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED(35 U.S.C. § 133).

Anyreply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, evenif timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 March 2014.
2a)KX] This action is FINAL. 2b)L] This action is non-final.

3)L] An election was madebythe applicant in response to a restriction requirementset forth during the interview on

; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)_] Sincethis application is in condition for allowance exceptfor formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

 

Disposition of Claims

5)X] Claim(s) 1-18.20 and 21 is/are pending in the application. 

 

 
5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6)L] Claims) is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 1-18 and 20-21 is/are rejected.

8)L] Claim(s) ___is/are objectedto.
9)L] Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you maybeeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway
program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http//Awww.uspto.gov/patents/init_ events/och/index.jisp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@usvio.qov. 

Application Papers

10)L] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11) The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[_] accepted or b)[_] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[] Acknowledgmentis made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d)or(f).

a)LJ All b)LJ Some * c)L] Noneof:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.L] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.L] Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been receivedin this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action fora list of the certified copies not received.

 

Attachment(s)

1) CT] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) CT] Interview Summary (PTO-413)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date.

2) CT] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 4) CT] Other:
Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 09-12) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20130313
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Application/Control Number: 13/157,214 Page 2

Art Unit: 2165

DETAILED ACTION

1. The present application is being examined underthe pre-AlAfirst to invent

provisions.

2. Claims 1-18 and 20-21 Pending.

Claim 19 Canceled.

Response to Arguments

3. Applicant's argumentsfiled 03/26/2014 have been fully considered but they are

not persuasive.

As per Applicant’s arguments regarding the limitation of “said assigning tag data

associated with any digital photograph selected from said repository is displayed along

with the selected photograph on the userinterface, regardless of what portion of said

tag data is usedin the sorting of said digital photographs”, Examiner respecttully

disagrees. Examiner notes that such limitations appears to be related to the previously

presentedlimitation of Claim 2 which specifies that the files may be sorted byclicking

on the digital tags, as the tags must be displayed on the userinterface in order of the

userto interact with the tags using the userinterface and that Applicant has not

provided substantial argument regardingthis limitations, but merely states that

Kustanowitz and Rhoadsfail to disclose such a limitation. Examiner further notes that

the limitation is believed to be disclosed at least by Figure 1 of Kustanowitz which
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clearly indicates that all tags associated with a photograph, including captions and

comments, may be displayed along with the photograph whenthe photographis

selected. Examiner notesthat this functionality is separate from the sorting functionality

and is therefore present regardless of how the photographis selected to be displayed.

As per Applicant’s arguments regarding he limitation of “exporting selected digital

photographsandall digital tags embeddedin the selected digital photographs in the

non-proprietaryfile format, including all the data in said embeddeddigital tags”,

Examiner respectfully disagrees. Examiner notes that such limitations, added to

independent Claim 13 are of substantially the same scopeasthelimitations of

Canceled Claim 19, and arguments regarding the exporting and non-proprietaryfile

formats were presentedin the previous response dated 09/16/2013. The previously

presented arguments were addressedin the previous Office Action dated 11/26/2013.

As Applicant's arguments regarding this limitation within the instant Office Action

amountto an assertion that the cited prior art fails to teach these elements and no new

substantial arguments have been presented, Examiner previous remarkswill be

reiterated herein:

As per Applicant’s arguments regarding the embeddingof tags, Examiner

respectfully disagrees. Examiner notes that Applicantfails to support the assertion that

Kustanowitz does not allow a user to embed data tags within the original underlyingfile.

Examiner further notes that Applicant appears to argue both that at least somedigital

mediafiles (i.e. file types) naturally support tag based annotation and that the digital
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files used within the systems of Kustanowitz and Rhodes do not support such inherent

tag-based annotation. Examiner asserts, however, that the disclosure of Rhoadsclearly

and explicitly indicates that the metadata tags are embeddedinto the digitalfiles

themselves via watermarks(i.e. Rhoads, Column8, Lines 23-24, "...the watermark may

contain keyword information (i.e. content type tags) about a scenein a an image...”)

and asserts that the inclusion of the watermark within a digital file does not alter the

underlying file type. While Rhoads doesfurther include an indexed databaseof tags

andfile relations (i.e. indices of tags which include pointers to files which include the

tags), the existence of such a database, whichis intendedto facilitate searching and

related file lookup, does not preclude the tags themselves from being includedin the

files via the watermarks. Examinerfurther asserts that, as the tags are clearly

embeddedinto thefiles, the capabilities of the systems of both Kustanowitz and Rhoads

to import and export the digital files demonstrates that the tags may be imported and

exported as well and that the tags of Kustanowitz and the watermarks of Rhoads are

not described as being proprietary, but rather use well known annotation and

watermarking methodsto represent the tag and watermark information.

Examiner further notes that no expansion of the claim languageto include the

specific functionalities associated with the various tags of the instant invention, as

discussed in the interview which took place on 02/20/2014 are presented with the

instant submission. The instantly presented claim amendments appear to be expanded

description of previously claimed subject matter.
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In light of the above arguments, the rejection will be updatedto reflect

amendments madeto the claims and maintained.

Claim Objections

4. Claim 13 objected to becauseof the following informalities: Examiner notes that,

within the limitation of “a sorting system”, the opening phrase of “a sorting system”

appears to be repeated. Appropriate correction is required.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):
(b) CONCLUSION.—Thespecification shall conclude with one or more claimsparticularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventorora joint inventor
regards as the invention.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph:
The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

6. Claims 2, 3, 7, and 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-

AIA), second paragraph,as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and

distinctly claim the subject matter which the inventoror a joint inventor, or for pre-AlIA

the applicant regards as the invention.

Claims 2, 3, 7, and 12 recite the limitation "the digital files”, however, each of the

independent claims has been amended to remove such languagein favor of the
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languageof“the digital photographs”. As such, thereis insufficient antecedentbasis for

this limitation in the claim.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis forall

obviousnessrejections setforth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 ofthis title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was madeto a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

8. Claims 1-18 and 20-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Kustanowitz et al. ("Motivating Annotation for Personal Digital Photo Libraries: Lowering

Barriers while Raising Incentives", Tech. Report HCIL-2004-18, U. Maryland, 2005 andreferred to

hereinafter as Kustanowitz) in view of Rhoadsetal. (U.S. Patent Number 7,372,976, Issued

05/13/2008, Filed 08/22/2006 and referred to hereinafter as Rhoads).

As per Claim 1, Kustanowitz discloses a web-based digital photograph storage

system comprising: a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital photographs

via the Internet (See Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based

and Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the photos may be stored and retrieved.); a digital tagging

coupled to the digital file repository configured to assign digital tags to the digital

photographsin responseto userinputs, wherein the digital tags include at least one

type of data selected from the group consisting of a person's name,a location, a recipe,

a date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3
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and 4.1 which clearly disclose that the digital files may be tagged with various forms of information

including at least names of people, dates, relationships, and categories. Further see Section 2.1 and

Figure 1 which clearly disclose that tags may be embeddedinto the files using the interface, either

through a drag and drop interaction or a selection and labeling interaction.); a sorting system

coupled to the digital file repository and configured to sort and retrieve the digital

photographs and associated digital tags according to a plurality of types of data in said

digital tags at a time (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be searched

for based at least on data relating to a person, relationship, event, and date. Further see Section 2.1 and

Figure 1 which clearly disclose thatfiles may be selected and sorted based on embedded tag information

including at least name and category information. Examiner further notes that at least Figure 1 discloses

that multiple tags may be sorted andretrieved at a time, as can be seen within the multiple tags displayed

in the tree-view basedsidebarat a time.); and a single userinterface coupled to the digital

tagging and sorting system to present the digital tagging system, the sorting system and

the sorted digital photographsto the user (See Section 2.1 and Figure 1), and to enable the

userto input digital photographsto the digital file repository, and to input data to the

digital tags associated with selected digital photographs (See Section 2.1 and Figure 1 which

clearly disclose that files may be added to the repository (i.e. “dropped whenfirst imported”) and that

digital tags may be selectively added to the files using the interface (i.e. either the tag name...or the

category...can be dragged and dropped onto a picture in order to classify it"). Examiner notes that the

dragging and dropping may be donein eitherdirection (i.e. tags to photos or photos to tags) and that

multiple selection of photos and tags is supported.); wherein said assigned tag data associated

with any digital photograph selected from said repository is displayed along with the

selected photographon the userinterface, regardless of whatportion of said tag data is

used in the sorting of said digital photographs(See Figure 1 whichclearly indicate thatall tags
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associated with a photograph, including captions and comments, may be displayed along with the

photograph whenthe photograph is selected. Examiner notesthat this functionality is separate from the

sorting functionality and is therefore present regardless of how the photographis selected to be

displayed. Further see Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be displayed as a

result of the searches and therefor based on the digital tags and Section 2.1 and Figure 1 which clearly

disclose that files may be selected and sorted based on embeddedtag information including at least

name and category information.).

Kustanowitz fails to explicitly disclose that the digital tags are embedded within

the digital photographsin a non-proprietaryfile format.

Rhoadsdisclosesthat the digital tags are embeddedwithin the digital

photographsin a non-proprietaryfile format (See Column7, Lines 27-52 and Column 8, Lines

24-25whichclearly disclose that digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be

embeddedinto the digital media files in order to enable the creation of a searchable index based on the

metadata. Further see Column 7, Lines 4-25 and Column 8, Lines 27-52 which clearly indicate that the

tags may exist and be embedded in non-proprietaryfile formats.).

It would have been obvious to oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant's

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoadsto

include that the digital tags are embedded within the digital photographsin a non-

proprietary file format with the motivation of creating a searchable index of media based

on metadata associated with the media (Rhoads, Abstract).

As per Claim 2, Kustanowitz discloses in response to a userclicking on a

digital tag, the system sorts the digital files based on the clicked digital tag (See Section

2.1 and Figure 1 clearly describe andillustrate an interface wherein the tags are represented by a tree-
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based folder structure, and that the selecting (i.e. clicking) a folder of the tree based structure

representing a particular tag will result in a presentation of all items of content(i.e. pictures) which have

been tagged with the selected tag).

As per Claim 3, Kustanowitz discloses the user interface organizes and presents

the digital files based on the type of data selected by the user(See Section 2.1 and Figure 1

clearly describe andillustrate an interface wherein the tags are represented by a tree-based folder

structure, and that the selecting (i.e. clicking) a folder of the tree based structure representing a particular

tag will result in a presentation of all items of content (i.e. pictures) which have been tagged with the

selected tag).

As per Claims 4, 10, and 16, Kustanowitz discloses a system for tracking

relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed (See Section 4.1 which

clearly discloses that the tags may be used to track relationships which may be used to form a family tree

or organizational chart.).

As per Claims 5, 11, and 17, Kustanowitz discloses a system for linking a recipe

to a person's nameor to a user(See Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that free text annotations

may be addedto photos and Section 4.1 which indicates that the photos may be linked to names.

Examinerasserts that the subject matter of a recipe does notaffect the functionality of the system and as

such is considered to be non-functional descriptive material. Examiner asserts that as free-text

information may be associated with the names and photos, the limitation is sufficiently disclosed.).
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As per Claims 6 and 18, Kustanowitz discloses the userinterface is user-

configurable (See Section 4.1 which clearly discloses that the user interface is zoom-able to varying

levels of granularity within the photo collection. Examiner notes that this zooming functionality is a form of

user configurability.).

As per Claims 7 and 12, Kustanowitz discloses the digital files including the

embedded digital tags can be exported within the file’s original format (See Section 4.1

which clearly disclosesthat the files of the collection may be chosen for personal and professional use

which indicates that single or multiple files may be exported for use in other applications. Examiner notes

that no changeoffile format is necessitated to export files in this manner.).

Rhoadsfurther explicitly discloses that the exportedfiles are in the originalfile

format (See Column 7, Lines 27-52 and Column8, Lines 24-25 which clearly disclose that digital tags

(i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be embeddedinto the digital mediafiles in order to

enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata. Further See Column 7, Lines 4-25 and

Column8, Lines 27-52 which clearly indicate that the tags may exists and be embedded in non-

proprietary file formats.).

It would have been obvious to oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant’s

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoadsto

explicitly include hat the exported files are in the original file format with the motivation

of creating a searchable index of media based on metadata associated with the media

(Rhoads, Abstract).
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As per Claim 8, Kustanowitz discloses a computer-implemented method of

storing digital photographs , the method comprising the steps of: storing digital

photographsin a file repository from which said digital photographs can be retrieved

(See Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and Section 4.1

whichclearly discloses that the photos may bestored andretrieved.); associating a plurality of

digital tags having different tag types with the digital photographs in response to user

inputs (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 which clearly disclose that the digital files may be tagged by a user

with various forms of information including at least namesof people, dates, relationships, and

categories.); wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group

consisting of a person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event

name,a rating, and a documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3 and 4.1 which clearly disclose that the

digital files may be tagged with various forms of information including at least names of people, dates,

relationships, and categories.); sorting and retrieving the digital photographs and associated

digital tags according to a plurality of types of da tags at a time (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4

which clearly disclose that images may be searched for based at least on data relating to a person,

relationship, event, and date. Further see Section 2.1 and Figure 1 which clearly disclose thatfiles may

be selected and sorted based on embeddedtag information including at least name and category

information. Examiner further notes that at least Figure 1 discloses that multiple tags may be sorted and

retrieved at a time, as can be seenwithin the multiple tags displayed in the tree-view based sidebar at a

time.); and enabling the userto input digital photographsto the digitalfile repository, and

to input data to the digital tags associated with selected digital photographs (See Section

2.1 and Figure 1 which clearly disclose that files may be added to the repository (i.e. “dropped when first

imported”) and that digital tags may be selectively added to the files using the interface(i.e. either the tag

name...or the category...can be dragged and dropped ontoa picture in orderto classify it"). Examiner
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notes that the dragging and dropping may be donein eitherdirection (i.e. tags to photos or photos to

tags) and that multiple selection of photos and tags is supported.); and displaying said assigned

tag data associated with any digital photograph selected from said repository, along with

the selected photograph on a userinterface, regardless of what portion of said tag data

is used in the sorting of said digital photographs (See Figure 1 whichclearly indicate thatall

tags associated with a photograph, including captions and comments, may be displayed along with the

photograph whenthe photographis selected. Examiner notesthatthis functionality is separate from the

sorting functionality and is therefore present regardless of how the photographis selected to be

displayed. Further see Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be displayed as a

result of the searches and therefor based on the digital tags and Section 2.1 and Figure 1 which clearly

disclose that files may be selected and sorted based on embeddedtag information including at least

name and category information.).

Kustanowitz fails to disclose embedding the digital tags in the digital photographs

in anon-proprietary file format and that the searching of tag types simultaneously

searchesa plurality of non-proprietary tag types.

Rhoadsfurther discloses embeddingthe digital tags in the digital photographsin

a non-proprietary file format (See Column7, Lines 27-52 and Column 8, Lines 24-25whichclearly

disclose that digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be embedded into the

digital mediafiles in order to enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata. Further

see Column7, Lines 4-25 and Column 8, Lines 27-52 which clearly indicate that the tags may exist and

be embeddedin non-proprietary file formats.) and that the searching of tag types

simultaneously searches a plurality of non-proprietary tag types (See Column7, Lines 27-52

and Column 8 Lines 24-25 which clearly disclose that digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital

media files may be embeddedinto the digital mediafiles in order to enable the creation of a searchable
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index based on the metadata. Examiner notesthatall the tags are indexed and as such are

simultaneously searchable and that the metadata tags are clearly described as being non-proprietary (i.e.

inherentto file type).).

It would have been obvious to oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant’s

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoadsto

include embeddingthedigital tags in the digital photographsin a non-proprietaryfile

format and that the searching of tag types simultaneously searchesa plurality of non-

proprietary tag types with the motivation of creating a searchable index of media based

on metadata associated with the media (Rhoads, Abstract).

As per Claims 9 and 14, Kustanowitz discloses providing accessto thefile

repository via (e.g. the digitalfile repository is accessible over) the Internet (See Section

2.1 which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and Section 4.1 which clearly

discloses that the photos may be stored and retrieved.).

As per Claim 13, Kustanowitz discloses a web-based digital photograph storage

system comprising: a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital photographs

(See Section 2.1 which clearly discloses that the photo services may be web based and Section 4.1

which clearly discloses that the photos maybestored andretrieved.); a digital tagging coupled to

the digital file repository configured to assign digital tags to the digital photographsin

responseto user inputs, wherein the digital tagging system comprisesat least one type

of data selected from the group consisting of a person's name,a location, a recipe, a

date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype (See Sections 2.1-2.3
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and 4.1 which clearly disclose that the digital files may be tagged with various forms of information

including at least names of people, dates, relationships, and categories. Further see Section 2.1 and

Figure 1 which clearly disclose that tags may be embeddedinto the files using the interface, either

through a drag and drop interaction or a selection and labeling interaction.); a sorting system a

sorting system coupled to the digital file repository and configured to sort and retrieve

the digital photographs and associateddigital tags according to a plurality of types of

data in said digital tags at a time (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may

be searched for basedat least on data relating to a person, relationship, event, and date. Further see

Section 2.1 and Figure 1 which clearly disclose thatfiles may be selected and sorted based on embedded

tag information including at least name and category information. Examiner further notes that at least

Figure 1 discloses that multiple tags may be sorted andretrieved at a time, as can be seen within the

multiple tags displayed in the tree-view based sidebarat a time.); and a single userinterface

coupled to the digital tagging and sorting system to present both the sorting system and

the sorted digital photographsto the user (See Section 2.1 and Figure 1), and to enable the

userto input digital photographsto the digital file repository, and to input data to the

digital tags associated with selected digital photographs (See Section 2.1 and Figure 1 which

clearly disclose thatfiles may be added to the repository (i.e. “dropped whenfirst imported”) and that

digital tags may be selectively added to the files using the interface (i.e. either the tag name...or the

category...can be dragged and dropped onto a picture in order to classify it"). Examiner notes that the

dragging and dropping may be donein eitherdirection (i.e. tags to photos or photos to tags) and that

multiple selection of photos andtags is supported.); wherein said assigned tag data associated

with any digital photograph selected from said repository is displayed along with the

selected photographon the userinterface, regardless of whatportion of said tag data is

used in the sorting of said digital photographs(See Figure 1 whichclearly indicate thatall tags
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associated with a photograph, including captions and comments, may be displayed along with the

photograph whenthe photographis selected. Examiner notesthat this functionality is separate from the

sorting functionality and is therefore present regardless of how the photographis selected to be

displayed. Further see Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly disclose that images may be displayed as a

result of the searches and therefor based on the digital tags and Section 2.1 and Figure 1 which clearly

disclose that files may be selected and sorted based on embeddedtag information including at least

name and category information.).

Kustanowitz fails to disclose the plurality of digital tags are embeddedwithin the

digital photographs andthat the tags are embeddedwithin the digital photographs in a

non-proprietary format and further exporting selected digital photographs andalldigital

tags embeddedin the selected digital photographsin the non-proprietary format,

including all the data in said embeddeddigital tags.

Rhoadsdisclosesthat the plurality of digital tags are embedded within the digital

photographs and that the tags are embedded within the digital photographsin a non-

proprietary format (See Column 7, Lines 27-52 and Column8, Lines 24-25whichclearly disclose that

digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be embeddedinto the digital mediafiles

in order to enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata. Further See Column 7,

Lines 4-25 and Column 8, Lines 27-52 whichclearly indicate that the tags may exists and be embedded

in non-proprietary file formats.) and exporting selected digital photographs andall digital tags

embeddedin the selected digital photographsin the non-proprietary format, includingall

the data in said embeddeddigital tags (See Column 7, Lines 27-52 which clearly disclose that

digital tags (i.e. metadata) associated with digital media files may be embeddedinto the digital mediafiles

in order to enable the creation of a searchable index based on the metadata. Further See Column 9,

Lines 50-67 and Column 10, Lines 1-11 which indicate that files may be fetched by(i.e. exported to or
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imported from) other computers within a network. Examiner notesthat, if the metadata is embedded in

the files, the metadata will be exported or imported as part of the file during an export or import

operation.).

It would have been obvious to oneskilled in the art at the time of Applicant’s

invention to modify the teachings of Kustanowitz with the teachings of Rhoadsto

include that the plurality of digital tags are embedded within the digital photographs and

that the tags are embeddedwithin the digital photographs in a non-proprietary format

and further exporting selected digital photographs and all digital tags embeddedin the

selected digital photographs in the non-proprietary format, including all the data in said

embedded digital tags with the motivation of creating a searchable index of media

based on metadata associated with the media (Rhoads, Abstract).

As per Claim 15, Kustanowitz discloses the sorting system provides a user with

the ability to search based on a plurality of digital tags (See Sections 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 which clearly

disclose that images may be searched for basedat least on data relating to a person, relationship, event,

and date.).

As per Claim 20, Kustanowitz discloses a user-configurable display (See Section

4.1 which clearly discloses that the user interface is zoom-able to varying levels of granularity within the

photo collection. Examiner notes that this zooming functionality is a form of user configurability.).

As per Claim 21, Kustanowitz discloses in response to a userclicking ona

retrieved photograph, the system automatically retrieves the tag data associated with
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the clicked photograph (See Figure 1 which clearly indicate thatall tags associated with a

photograph, including captions and comments, may be displayed along with the photograph when the

photographis selected. Examiner notes that this functionality is separate from the sorting functionality

and is therefore present regardless of how the photographis selected to be displayed, that the

photographs may beselectedvia clicking on the photographs, and that the tag data mustbe retrieved to

be displayed.).

Conclusion

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE

MONTHSfrom the mailing date of this action. In the eventa first replyis filed within

TWO MONTHSof the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTHshortenedstatutory period, then the

shortenedstatutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any

extension fee pursuantto 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of

the advisory action. In no event, however,will the statutory period for reply expire later

than SIX MONTHSfrom the mailing date of this final action.

Points of Contact

Anyinquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to MICHAEL HICKS whosetelephone numberis (571)272-

2670. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00a-5:30p.
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's

supervisor, Neveen Abel-Jalil can be reached at (571)272-4074. The fax phone number

for the organization wherethis application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on accessto the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automatedinformation

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA)or 571-272-1000.

/Michael J Hicks/

Primary Examiner
Art Unit 2165

Phone: (571)272-2670
Fax: (571)272-2670

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 292



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 293

 

Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

Search Notes 13157214 DESMOND ETAL.

Examiner Art Unit

MICHAEL HICKS 2165                        
CPC- SEARCHED

SUSETTSOEEE,SOE.BOGIES30867———————17/30268, 3028, 30946, 30998, 30997 aaExaminer

CPC COMBINATION SETS - SEARCHED

poSymbotate|Examiner
aD

US CLASSIFICATION SEARCHED

Class__|________Subelass____________|____Date__|_Examiner_|706, 736 (Limited Text) 11/13/2012 |mhss

SEARCH NOTES

PoSearchNotesate|Examiner|

Double Patenting Search
East Search (See Attached)
NPL Search (See Attached)
Updated NPL Search (See Attached)
Review of Previously Identified Art
Review of Previously Identified Art
Updated EAST Search (See Attached) (CPC)
Updated EAST Search (See Attached) (CPC)
Review of Previously Identified Art

INTERFERENCE SEARCH

US Class/ US Subclass / CPC Group
CPC Symbol

sO

 
/M.H./

Primary Examiner.Art Unit 2165

 

U.S. Patent and TrademarkOffice Part of Paper No. : 20140429

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 293



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 294

Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

Index of Claims 13157214 DESMOND ETAL.

Examiner

MICHAEL HICKS

Rejected = Cancelled
2 Allowed +|Restricted
(1 Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant

CLAIM DATE

aa

 
oa ees LEEALTEALTEALTEHELE

| <P<<}<]<7<7<
|

oO
;;

o
:Hs

BR ;; ;
oa

~oooPleolePerret
::

::::
::

;;
20 v |
af UT
;;;

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. : 20140429

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 294



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 295

EASTSearch History

EAST Search History

EAST Search History (Prior Art)

‘Search Query {Plurals {Time

%4096 {desmond.in. {US-PGPUB;

‘idesmond.in. tag$3 (family same
‘itree$3)

(707/706.ccls. or 707/736.ccls.)
‘idesmond.in.

idesmond.in. tag$3 (photo$5)

‘(photo$5 same (tag$4 or annotat$4))

'(707/706.ccls. or 707/736.ccls.)
i(photo$5 same (tag$4 or annotat$4)) |

‘i(photo$5 same (tag$4 or annotat$4)) {
‘i(digital$4 same (repositor$4 or
‘idatabase$3 or system$3))

 
4(707/706.ccls. or 707/736.ccls.)

itioner - Rx. 101 .2file:///C\/Users/mhicks 1/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/13 157214/EASTSearchHistory. 131572 14.AccessithHONEAAPRsdLS5+ I vif 5 >P 95



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 296

EASTSearch History

‘(photo$5 same (tag$4 or annotat$4)) {USPAT; ‘19:06
‘i(digital$4 same (repositor$4 or {USOCR; i ‘
idatabase$3 or system$3)) FPRS; EPO;
: WJPO;

{DERWENT;

 

   
   

  

 
 
 

 

‘i(photo$5 same (tag$4 or annotat$4)) |
‘(digital$4 same (repositor$4 or
‘idatabase$3 or system$3))
‘i(relationship$3 or organization$3 or
‘igeneolog$4)

os

1(707/706.ccls. or 707/736.ccls.)
‘i(photo$5 same (tag$4 or annotat$4)) §
‘i(digital$4 same (repositor$4 or i
‘idatabase$3 or system$3))
‘(relationship$3 or organization$3 or
‘igeneolog$4)

 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 

  

  
 
  

 

os 

‘i(digital$4 same (repositor$4 or
‘idatabase$3 or system$3))
t((relationship$3 or organization$3 or
‘igeneolog$4) same (photo$5 same
‘i(tag$4 or annotat$4)))

 
 —

avn an ened Na savneas en eneasd Navassa eneas ea enens pa eaeaspayaeas ps yaeaspsuaeas pauses esuseaspseseasasessasasyseasaseaeasd Navscsseagesespaeasaseseasaseaeasd boasasssuaeaesseseaeasesens devseasaseaeasaseaeas Qsasassseavaeaseaeaeaseaeasd

‘(707/706.ccls. or 707/736.ccls.)
‘(digital$4 same (repositor$4 or
‘idatabase$3 or system$3))
‘((relationship$3 or organization$3 or
‘igeneolog$4) same (photo$5 same
‘i(tag$4 or annotat$4)))

   
  
  
   
 

  
 
   
 
 
 
    
 
 

  
 

  

ey

‘i(digital$4 same (repositor$4 or
‘database$3 or system$3))
4((relationship$3 or organization$3 or
‘igeneclog$4) same (photo$5 same
(tag$4 or annotat$4))) (recip$3)

 
 —

Swen eed hacenee heEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEReEEEfeed faentbE

1(707/706.ccls. or 707/736.ccls.)
‘(digital$4 same (repositor$4 or
‘idatabase$3 or system$3))
((relationship$3 or organization$3 or
‘igeneolog$4) same (photo$5 same
‘i(tag$4 or annotat$4))) (recip$3)

 ——
 

—

digital$4 same (repositor$4 or
‘idatabase$3 or system$3))
((relationship$3 or organization$3 or
‘igeneolog$4) same (photo$5 same
‘i(tag$4 or annotat$4))) (recip$3)‘i(
‘i(export$3)

 
—s~

 

 

itioner - Ex, 1015, p. 2file:///C\/Users/mhicks 1/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/13 157214/EASTSearchHistory. 13157214AccessitAenAMPRsdL%5#5 I vif} 5 >P 96



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 297

EASTSearch History

"30998" or "30946")

GO6F same ("30268" or "3028" or
#'30997" or "30998" or "30946")

| GO6F ("30268" or "3028" or "30997"or:
#30998" or "30946") ((photo$5 or
‘timag$4) same (tag$4 or annotat$4))

IGO6F ("30268" or "3028" or "30997" or
"30998" or "30946") ((photo$5 or
timag$4) same (tag$4 or annotat$4))
‘i(search$4 same sort$4 same
tinterfac$3)

GO6F ("30268" or "3028" or "30997" or
"30998" or "30946") ((photo$5 or
‘limag$4) same (tag$4 or annotat$4)
‘same embed$4) (search$4 same
‘tsort$4 same interfac$3)

'GO6F ("30268")

'IGO6F ("30268") (imag$4 tag$4)

(GO6F17/30268.cpc. or
¥GO6F17/3028.cpc or
‘{GO6F17/30997.cpc. or
{GO6F17/30998.cpc. or
'|GO6F17/30946.cpc.)

‘\(GO6F17/30268.cpc. or

||GO6F17/30998.cpc. or

itionfile:///C\/Users/mhicks 1/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/13 157214/EASTSearchHistory. 13157214AccessithSHOR

 
GahPRISANG528%>115, p. 297



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 298

EASTSearch History

'|GO6F17/30946.cpc.) ((photo$5 or
timag$4) same (tag$4 or annotat$4))

‘{(GO6F17/30268.cpc. or
{GO6F17/3028.cpc or
¥GO6F17/30997.cpc. or
‘{GO6F1 7/30998.cpc. or
‘{GOG6F17/30946.cpc.) ((photo$5 or
timag$4) same (tag$4 or annotat$4))
‘i(search$4 same sort$4 same

|ICOBF17/30946.cpc.) ((photo$5 or
timag$4) same (tag$4 or annotat$4)
‘isame embed$4) (search$4 same

_Ysort$4sameinterfac$3)

'GO6F17/30268.cpc. (imag$4 tag$4)
 
EAST Search History (Interference)

< This search history is empty>

4/29/2014 6:57:21 PM

C:\ Users\ mhicks1\ Documents\ EAST\ Workspaces\ 13157214.wsp

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 298
file:///C\//Users/mhicks 1/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/13157214/EASTSearchHistory. 13157214AccessibleVersion .htm[4/29/2014 6:57:31 PM]



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 299

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARKOFFICE

Serial No. >  13/157,214

Applicants : Christopher Desmondetal.

Filed : June 9, 2011

Title > METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGING DIGITAL

FILES

Confirmation No. : 6707

TC/A.U. : 2165

Examiner : MichaelJ. Hicks

Customer No.: : 70001

Docket No. : 069366-000002USPT

RESPONSE TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION DATED APRIL 30, 2014

Mail Stop Amendment — via EFS
Commissioner for Patents

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

This is in response to the Final Office Action dated April 30, 2014, which set a shortened

statutory period for response of three months from that date, i.e., by July 30, 2014. Applicants

are concurrently submitting a one-month extension of time fee extending the time for reply to

August 30, 2014. Thus, this reply is timely. Please consider the following amendments and

enter the following remarks into the record for this application.

Amendments to the Claimsbegin on page 2 ofthis paper.

Remarksbegin on page6 ofthis paper.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application.

1. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital photograph storage system

comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital photographsvia the Internet;

a digital tagging system coupled to the digital file repository and configured to assign

user-generated digital tags of arbitrary length to the digital photographs in response to user

inputs, and embed suchdigital tags in the digital photographs in a non-proprietary file format,

wherein the digital tags include at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a

person's name, a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, and a

documenttype;

a sorting system coupled to the digital file repository and configured to sort and retrieve

the digital photographs and associated digital tags accordingto a plurality of types of data in said

digital tags at a time; and

a single user interface coupled to the digital file repository, the digital tagging system and

the sorting system to present the digital tagging system, the sorting system andthe sorted digital

photographs to the user, and to enable the user to input digital photographs to the digital file

repository, and to input data to the digital tags associated with selected digital photographs; and

wherein said assigned tag data associated with any digital photograph selected from said

repository is displayed along with the selected photograph on the user interface, regardless of

what portion of said tag data is used in the sorting of said digital photographs.

2. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein in response to a

user clicking on a digital tag, the system sorts the digital fites photographs based on the clicked

digital tag.

3. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the user interface

organizes and presents the digital fles photographs based on the type of data selected by the

user.

4. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.
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5. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, further comprising a system for linking

a recipe to a person's name.

6. (Original) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the user interface is

user-configurable.

7. (Currently Amended) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the digital files

photographs including the embedded digital tags can be exported within the file's original format

and transferred to a different digital archiving system without losing said digital tags, so that the

transferred digital files can be viewed along with the transferred digital tags.

8. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of storing digital

photographs, the method comprising the stepsof:

storing digital photographsin a file repository from which said digital photographs can be

retrieved;

associating a plurality of digital tags having arbitrary lengths and different tag types with

the digital photographs in response to user inputs, and embedding such user-generated digital

tags in the digital photographs in a non-proprietary file format,

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group consisting of a

person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event a collections name,a rating,

and a document type;

sorting and retrieving the digital photographs and associated digital tags according to a

plurality of types of data in said digital tags at a time; and

enabling the user to input digital photographs to the digital file repository, and to input

data to the digital tags associated with selected digital photographs; and

displaying said assigned tag data associated with any digital photograph selected from

said repository, along with the selected photograph ona userinterface, regardless of what portion

of said tag data is used in the sorting of said digital photographs.

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of

providing accessto the file repository via the Internet.

10. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships between users so that a family tree can be displayed.

11. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of linking a recipe

to a user.
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12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of

outputting a digital photograph wherein the digital fles photographs including the embedded

digital tags can be exported within the file's original format.

13. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital photograph storage system

comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital photographs;

a digital tagging system coupledto the digital file repository and configured to assign a

plurality of user-generated digital tags of arbitrary lengths to the digital photographs in response

to user inputs, and to embed such digital tags in the digital photographs in a non-proprietary file

format, wherein the digital tagging system comprises at least one type of data selected from the

group consisting of a person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a

rating, and a documenttype;

a-sortinesystema sorting system coupled to the digital file repository and configured to

sort and retrieve the digital photographs and associated digital tags according to a plurality of

types of data in said digital tags at a time; and

a single user interface coupled to the digital file repository and the sorting system to

present both the sorting system and the sorted digital photographs to the user, and to enable the

user to

input digital photographsto the digital file repository,

input data to the digital tags associated with selected digital photographs, and

export selected digital photographs andall digital tags embedded in the selected

digital photographs in the non-proprietary file format, including all the data in said

embedded digital tags.

14. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible over the Internet.

15. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

user with the ability to search based on a plurality ofdigital tags.

16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

linking a recipe to a person's name.
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18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the user interface is

user-configurable.

19. (Canceled)

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.

21. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8 in which, in response to a user

clicking on a retrieved photograph, the system automatically retrieves the tag data associated

with the clicked photograph.
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REMARKS

Claims 1-18, 20 and 21 were previously pending in the present application. Claims 1-3,

7-8 and 12-13 are amended. No claims are canceled. After entering this amendment, claims 1-

18 and 20-21 remain pending for prosecution.

Claim Objection

The redundancyof“a sorting system” noted in claim 13 has been corrected by the above

amendmentto this claim.

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C.§112

Claims 2-3, 7 and 12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being

indefinite because of the lack of antecedent basis for “the digital files.” Claims 2, 3, 7 and 12

have been amended to change “the digital files” to “the digital photographs,” which has

antecedentbasis in the parent claims 1 and 8.

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C.§103

Claims 1-18 and 20-21

Claims 1-18 and 20-21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over

Kustanowitz et al. “Motivating Annotation for Personal Digital Photo Libraries: Lowering

Barriers while Raising Incentives,’ Tech. Report HCIL-2004-18, U. Maryland, 2005

(“Kustanowitz”) in view of U.S. Patent No. 7,372,976 (‘Rhoads’).

The Office Action acknowledged that “Kustanowitz fails to explicitly disclose that the

tags are embedded within the digital files in a non-proprietary format” (Office Action, p. 6), and

alleges that Rhoads overcomesthat shortcoming of Kustanowitz.

Kustanowitz discusses a number of different annotating techniques for digital photo

libraries, but does not disclose a system that meets the requirement in Applicants’ amended

claims | and 8 that “said assigned tag data associated with any digital photograph selected from

said repository is displayed along with the selected photograph on the user interface, regardless

of what portion of said tag data is used in the sorting of said digital photographs.” Nor does

Kustanowitz disclose a system that enables a user to “export selected digital photographs andall

digital tags embedded in the selected digital photographs in the non-proprietary file format,

including all the data in said embedded digital tags,” as required by Applicants’ amended

independentclaim 13.
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Rhoads discloses a system for managing digital content by using watermarks to link the

content to related metadata. However, there is no suggestion in Rhoadsof displaying the digital

content with the the information in the watermarks displayed alongside the digital content, nor of

exporting selected digital photographs and all digital tags embedded in the selected digital

photographsin a non-proprietary file format, includingall the data in the embedded digital tags.

Nor does Rhoadsrelate specifically to the managementof digital photographs.

Thus, even if Rhoads were to be somehow combined with Kustanowitz, any resulting

combination would necessarily still be lacking the combined features required by Applicants’

claims 1, 8 and 13 as now amended.

Submitted herewith is a Declaration of Dr. Kustanowitz, whois one of the authors of the

Kustanowitz reference. In this Declaration, Dr. Kustanowitz points out that the Rhoads patent

teaches the use of digital watermarking “to embed simple tags in image files, such that when

paired with a shared database, full metadata can be extracted from the database.” He further

points out that “His examples center around metadata embedded at the source (for protection,

tracking, song/album/artist names, etc.) intended to follow the media files as they are moved

around.” Dr. Kustanowitz then goes on to compare both his own paper and the Rhoads patent

withthe present Applicants’ invention, including the claims, as follows:

10. My understanding of the invention described in the Desmond patent
application is that it relates to dynamic user tags embedded in imagefiles as
part of the process of annotation. This differs in intent from the methods
described by Rhoads in that the Desmond tags are meant for use by
individuals/consumers of the photos as opposed to by the producers of the
photos. Specifically, consumerswill likely add tags that are meaningful to them
such as first names of family members, place nicknames ("the old school
parking lot"), cte., and each user would have different tags for the same photo.
Producer metadata described by Rhoads would be more empirical/observer
independent, such as GPS coordinates, photographer name, copyright owner,
photograph date, etc. for photos, or song, album, and artist names for music
(as referenced in Rhoads, column 7, line 15) and these would travel with the
photo and be the same for any potential viewer. Rhoads does allude to user-
inputted metadata (column 10, line 38) but this is still within the context of
producer-generated metadata aimed at establishing an empirical fact (in this
case, the name ofthe beach).

11. The Desmondtags also differ in form from the methods described
by Rhoads in that Desmond describes adding structured and possibly complex
metadata to image files by piggybacking on EXIF or other standard
mechanisms for photo annotation, whereas Rhoads doesn't elaborate beyond
the case offilling out simple tags in the file. In fact, the very existence ofthe

15018859.1

Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 305



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 306

EXIF standard implies that adding simple annotations to a photo file is simply
execution of a standard and not an innovation -- Desmond's invention

extends the basic tagging to allow for “exporting” all of the user-driven rich
and complex data annotation to be stored directly in the file, thus making
the full annotations portable even absent the original database, up to
thousands of bytes or more of metadata. This is fundamentally different
from the practice of watermarking (whether using steganography or file
headers & footers), in which the source adds limited metadata that is
specifically intended not to be changed, for example the "content type tags”
described by Rhoads in several places, including column8, row 63.

12. This saving ofuser-originating rich metadata inthefile itself is also
not something that my paper contemplated or described. Such a mechanism
would be beneficial in setting up the layouts that the paper references but is
not itself part ofthe paper.

13. It is my opinion that Desmond's described invention is different
from the Rhoads paper in its use of complex, user-originated, and changeable
metadata. Specifically regarding the independent Desmond claims 1 and8:
Claim idiscloses a storage system of image files with independent and
embedded user-generated tags of arbitrary length, which is not described by
mypaper andis different from the system described by Rhoads. Similarly,
claim 8 discloses the injection by various end users of the full set of photo
metadata from a database into structured tags embedded in the file, which
again is not part of my paper and works differently from how Rhoads’
tagging is set up.

The Declaration of Dr. Kustanowitz makes it clear that the hypothetical combination of

Rhoads and the Kustanowitz et al. paper to meet the requirements of Applicant’s amended

claims 1, 8 and 13 would change the basic principles of operation of both Rhoads and

Kustanowitz, which according to M.P.E.P. § 2143.01 VI means“the teachings of the references

are not sufficient to render the claims primafacie obvious”:

If the proposed modification or combination of the prior art would change
the principle of operation of the prior art invention being modified, then the
teachingsof the references are not sufficient to render the claims prima facie
obvious. /n re Ratti, 270 F.2d 810, 123 USPQ 349 (CCPA 1959) (. .. The court
reversed the rejection holding the "suggested combination of references would
require a substantial reconstruction and redesign of the elements shown in [the
primary reference] as well as a change in the basic principle under which the
[primary reference] construction was designed to operate." 270 F.2d at 813, 123
USPQat 352.).

M.P.E.P. § 2143.01 VI (emphasis added).

Here, the changes required in both Kustanowitz and Rhoads would not only change the

principle of operation of each of the references, but also would have required substantial
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redesign and reconstruction of the systems of both references, in contravention of M.P.E.P §

2143.01. Moreover, the dramatic improvements achieved with Applicant’s invention, from the

standpoint of the user, would not have been predictable, which again is evidence of non-

obviousness. See, e.g., Crocs, Inc. v. U.S. Inte’l Trade Comm’n., 598 F. 3d 1294 (Fed. Cir. 2010).

Applicant also respectfully submits that the proposed reconstruction of the cited

references is improper because the Office Action relies on information gleaned solely from the

present application, to make the proposed reconstruction that allegedly results in the system

claimed in the present application. According to the M_P.E.P.:

To reach a proper determination under 35 U.S.C. 103, the examiner must
step backward in time and into the shoes worn by the hypothetical “person of
ordinary skill in the art” when the invention was unknownandjust before it was
made. In view of all factual information, the examiner must then make a
determination whether the claimed invention “as a whole” would have been

obvious at that time to that person. Knowledge of applicant’s disclosure must
be put aside in reaching this determination, yet kept in mind in order to
determine the “differences,” conduct the search and evaluate the “subject matter
as a whole”of the invention. The tendency to resort to “hindsight” based upon
applicant’s disclosure is often difficult to avoid due to the very nature of the
examination process. However, impermissible hindsight must be avoided and the
legal conclusion must _be reached on the basis of the facts gleaned from the
priorart.

M.-P.E.P. § 2142. (emphasis added). M.P.ELP. § 2145 (X)(A)states:

Any judgment on obviousness is in a sense necessarily a reconstruction
based on hindsight reasoning, but so long as it takes into account only knowledge
which was within the level of ordinary skill in the art at the time the claimed
invention was made and does not include knowledge gleaned only from
applicant’s disclosure, such a reconstruction is proper.

MP.E.P. § 2145(X)(A) (quoting Zn re McLaughlin, 443 F.2d 1392, 1395 (C.C.P.A. 1971),

(emphasis added)).

Applicant submits that the Office Action is using improper hindsight gleaned from the

claims of the present application in combining the teachings of Kustanowitz and Rhoads.

Applicants’ independent claims 1, 8 and 13 have been further amendedto bring out even

moreclearly the distinctions discussed in the Kustanowitz Declaration, as follows:

1. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital photograph storage
system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital photographs via
the Internet;
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a digital tagging system coupled to the digital file repository and
configured to assign user-generated digital tags of arbitrary length to the digital
photographs in response to user inputs, and embed suchdigital tags in the digital
photographs in a non-proprietary file format, wherein the digital tags include at
least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a person's name, a
location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name,a rating, and a document
type;

a sorting system coupled to the digital file repository and configured to
sort and retrieve the digital photographs and associated digital tags according to a
plurality of types of data in said digital tags at a time; and

a single user interface coupled to the digital file repository, the digital
tagging system and the sorting system to present the digital tagging system, the
sorting system and the sorted digital photographs to the user, and to enable the
user to input digital photographsto the digital file repository, and to input data to
the digital tags associated with selected digital photographs; and

wherein said assigned tag data associated with any digital photograph
selected from said repository is displayed along with the selected photograph on
the user interface, regardless of what portion of said tag data is used in the sorting
of said digital photographs.

8. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method ofstoring
digital photographs, the method comprisingthe stepsof:

storing digital photographs in a file repository from which said digital
photographscan beretrieved;

associating a plurality of digital tags having arbitrary lengths and different
tag types with the digital photographs in response to user inputs, and embedding
such user-generated digital tags in the digital photographs in a non-proprietary file
format,

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group
consisting of a person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event
a collections name,a rating, and a documenttype;

sorting and retrieving the digital photographs and associated digital tags
accordingto a plurality of types of data in said digital tags at a time; and

enabling the user to input digital photographsto the digital file repository,
and to input data to the digital tags associated with selected digital photographs;
and

displaying said assigned tag data associated with any digital photograph
selected from said repository, along with the selected photograph on a user
interface, regardless of what portion of said tag data is used in the sorting of said
digital photographs.

13. (Currently Amended) A web-based digital photograph storage
system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital photographs;
a digital tagging system coupled to the digital file repository and

configured to assign a plurality of user-generated digital tags of arbitrary lengths
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to the digital photographs in response to user inputs, and to embed such digital
tags in the digital photographsin a non-proprietary file format, wherein the digital
tagging system comprises at least one type of data selected from the group
consisting of a person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event
name, a rating, and a documenttype;

a-sertinesystema sorting system coupledto the digital file repository and
configured to sort and retrieve the digital photographs and associated digital tags
accordingto a plurality of types of data in said digital tags at a time; and

a single user interface coupled to the digital file repository and the sorting
system to present both the sorting system and the sorted digital photographsto the
user, and to enable the user to

input digital photographsto the digital file repository,
input data to the digital tags associated with selected digital photographs,

and

export selected digital photographs and all digital tags embedded in the
selected digital photographs in the non-proprietary file format, including all the
data in said embeddeddigital tags.

Dependent claim 7 has also been amended to require that the digital photographs

including the embedded digital tags can be exported within the file's original format “and

transferred to a different digital archiving system without losing said digital tags, so that the

transferred digital files can be viewed along with the transferred digital tags,” to further

distinguish over Kustanowitz and Rhoads.

Dependent claims 2-7 are dependent on the amended claim 1, dependent claims 9-12 and

21 are dependent on the amended claim 8, and dependent claims 14-18 and 20-21 are dependent

on the amended claim 13. Thus, all these dependent claims distinguish over Kustanowitz and

Rhoadsfor all the same reasonsset forth above with respect to the independent claims.

Accordingly, reconsideration of claims 1-18 and 20-21, in light of the amendments to the

independent claims 1, 8 and 13, and the dependent claim 7, is respectfully requested.
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CONCLUSION

It is the Applicants’ belief that all of the claims are now in condition for allowance and

action towards that effect is respectfully requested. If there are any matters which may be

resolved or clarified through a telephone interview, the Examiner is requested to contact the

undersigned attorney at the numberindicated.

A one month extension of time fee is being submitted concurrently herewith. It is

believed that no additional fees are due in connection with the filing of this Response. However,

should any fees be deemed necessary (except for payment of the issue fee), the Director is

authorized to charge any deficiency or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-

4181/069366-000002USPT for any fees inadvertently omitted which may be necessary now or

during the pendency ofthis application, except for the issue fee.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: August 27, 2014 By: /Stephen G. Rudisill, Reg. No. 20,087/
Stephen G. Rudisill, Reg. No. 20,087
NIXON PEABODY LLP

300 South Riverside Plaza, 16th Floor
Chicago,Illinois 60606
(312) 425-8570 — Direct Telephone
(866) 513-5365 — Direct Facsimile
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If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
nationalsecurity, and the date shownon this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the internationalfiling date of
the application.

 
Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 314



Petitioner Apple Inc. - Ex. 1015, p. 315

DECLARATION OF JACOB D. KUSTANOWITZ

I, Jacob D. Kustanowitz, declare as follows:

1. My name is Jacob D. Kustanowitz. I am founder and principal of MountainPass

Technology, a software consulting and development company that I founded 4

years ago. | am being paid $200/hr by MemoryWeb,LLC for time spent reading

over materials, assessing, preparing, and writing this letter.

2. Ihave 17 years of experiencein thefield of technology, having graduated summa

cum laude from Boston University in 1997, worked as a software developerfor 6

years, returned to University of Maryland to graduate summa cum laude with my

MS in Computer Science in 2005, and worked in the industry eversince.

3. Ihave had various opportunities to work with patents, including being named as

a co-inventor on a 2001 patent (US 20020178394 A1)j, on a 2013 application

(13/474678) and a 2002 application (09/985486). I have a provisional

application filed with myself as the sole inventor that was submitted in

December of 2013 (61916306). I have also worked with several companies to

prepare and submit patent applications as part of my consulting work.

4, In 2005, I co-authored a paper entitled “Motivating Annotation for Personal

Digital Libraries: Lowering Barriers While Raising Incentives” with Dr. Ben

Shneiderman. This paper has been cited and/or referenced in more than 15

patents in the field of photo album creation and annotation.

5. I have reviewed the patent application by Christopher Desmond et al (US

2012/0317111 Ai) regarding a web-baseddigital file storage system, as well as

the detailed response written by US PTO Primary Examiner Michael } Hicks. A
substantial section of Mr. Hicks’ comments refer to a patent granted to Geoffrey

B. Rhoads et al (US 7,372,976) on May 13, 2008, which I have also reviewed

within the context of Mr. Hicks’ references. .

6. I have discussed the invention described by Desmond et al with Christopher

Desmond and re-read the paper written by Dr. Shneiderman and myself in 2005
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within the context of Mr. Desmond’s application and the subsequent analysis by

Mr. Hicks regarding non-obviousness when coupled with the Rhoadspatent.

7. My paper describes tiled layouts grouped by annotation in different ways. These

tiled layouts also exist in other commercial photo applications and thus are not

claimed by Desmondin the application.

8. It was the intent of my paper to describe auto-generated photo layouts that were

enabled by annotated photos as a way of motivating users to add annotations to

their photos. In the prototype that I built for the paper the tags were stored in a

separate database linked to the photo by the filename.

9. It seems to me that the Rhoads patent is aimed at using digital watermarking to

embed simple tags in imagefiles, such that when paired with a shared database,

full metadata can be extracted from the database. Rhoads also acknowledges

that tags may be added to the header and/or footer of the imagefile (column 7

line 14), so as not to limit the disclosure to watermarking specifically. His

examples center around metadata embedded at the source {for protection,

tracking, song/album/artist names, etc.) intended to follow the mediafiles as

they are moved around.

10. My understanding of the invention described in the Desmond patentapplication

is that it relates to dynamic user tags embedded in image files as part of the

process of annotation. This differs in intent from the methods described by

Rhoadsin that the Desmond tags are meant for use by individuals / consumers

of the photos as opposed to by the producers of the photos. Specifically,

consumers will likely add tags that are meaningful to them suchasfirst namesof

family members, place nicknames (“the old school parking lot”), etc, and each

user would have different tags for the same photo. Producer metadata described

by Rhoads would be more empirical / observer independent, such as GPS

coordinates, photographer name, copyright owner, photograph date, etc. for

photos, or song, album, and artist names for music (as referenced in Rhoads,

column 7, line 15) and these would travel with the photo and be the samefor

any potential viewer. Rhoads does allude to user-inputted metadata (column 10
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line 38) but this is still within the context of producer-generated metadata aimed

at establishing an empirical fact (in this case, the name of the beach).

11. The Desmondtags also differ in form from the methods described by Rhoadsin

that Desmond describes adding structured and possibly complex metadata to

image files by piggybacking on EXIF or other standard mechanisms for photo

annotation, whereas Rhoads doesn’t elaborate beyond the case offilling out

simple tags in the file. In fact, the very existence of the EXIF standard implies that

adding simple annotationsto a photofile is simply execution of a standard and

not an innovation - Desmond’s invention extends the basic tagging to allow for

“exporting” all of the user-driven rich and complex data annotation to be stored

directly in the file, thus making the full annotations portable even absent the

original database, up to thousands of bytes or more of metadata. This is

fundamentally different from the practice of watermarking (whether using

steganography or file headers & footers), in which the source adds limited

metadata that is specifically intended not to be changed, for example the

“content type tags” described by Rhoads in several places, including column 8

row 63.

12.This saving of user-originating rich metadata in the file itself is also not

something that my paper contemplated or described. Such a mechanism would

be beneficial in setting up the layouts that the paper references but is not itself

part of the paper.

13. It is my opinion that Desmona’s describedinventionis different from the Rhoads

paper in its use of complex, user-originated, and changeable metadata.

Specifically regarding the independent Desmond claims 1 and 8: Claim 1

discloses a storage system of imagefiles with independent and embedded user-

generated tags of arbitrary length, which is not described by my paper andis

different from the system described by Rhoads. Similarly, claim 8discloses the

injection by various end users of the full set of photo metadata from a database

into structured tags embedded in the file, which again is not part of my paper

and worksdifferently from how Rhoads’ taggingis set up.
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I declare, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America,

that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated: fuly 28, 2014

\ Deak”

Jacbb D. Kustanowitz
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PTO/SB/06 (09-11)
Approvedfor use through 1/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF GOMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORDJ“plication or Docket Number Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 13/157,214 06/09/2011|[J Tobe Mailed

ENTITY: [-]LaRGeE XX smatt [] micro

APPLICATION AS FILED — PART I

(Column 1) (Column 2)

NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA

37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (¢

37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m

C EXAMINATION FEE

TOTAL CLAIMS J
37 CFR 1.16(i minus 20 =
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ;
37 CFR 1.16(h minus 3 =

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).

[_] MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT(37 CFR 1,16(j))

LAPPLICATION SIZE FEE
(37 CFR1.16(s))

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “O” in column 2.

APPLICATION AS AMENDED- PARTII

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)

CLAIMS HIGHEST

ReeNG p PREYOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA ADDITIONALFEE($)AMENDMENT PAID FOR

C Application Size Fee (837 CFR 1.16(s))

Cc FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENTCLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))

AMENDMENT
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)

CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER

AFTER PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA
AMENDMENT PAID FOR

Total (37 CFR * i +1.16(i) Minus =
Independent ‘ . a
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) Ps Minus pe
[_] Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))

Cc FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENTCLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
AMENDMENT
* If the entry in column1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “O” in column 3. LIE
** If the “Highest NumberPreviously Paid For” IN THIS SPACEis less than 20, enter “20”. /TAMMY d. MCBETH BROWN/
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACEis less than 3, enter “3”.
The “Highest Number Previously Paid For’ (Total or Independent) is the highest numberfound in the appropriate box in column 1.

 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichis tofile (and by the USPTOto
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO.Time will vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and TrademarkOffice, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

 
  
  CONFIRMATIONNO.    APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.

13/157,214 06/09/2011 Christopher Desmond 069366-000002USPT 6707

NIX SD “eee PINROEXAMINERNIXON PEABODY, LLP Le
300 S. Riverside Plaza, 16th Floor HICKS, MICHAEL J
CHICAGO,IL 60606-6613 ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER

2165

MAIL DATE DELIVERY MODE

09/03/2014 PAPER

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
Advisory Action 13/157,214 DESMOND ETAL.

Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief|Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventor to File) Status
MICHAEL HICKS 2165 No

--The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--

THE REPLYFILED 27 August 2014 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE.
NO NOTICE OF APPEAL FILED

1. Thereply wasfiled after a final rejection. No Notice of Appeal has beenfiled. To avoid abandonmentofthis application, applicant musttimelyfile
oneof the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which places the application in condition for allowance;
(2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41.31; or (3) a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with
37 CFR 1.114 if this is a utility or plant application. Note that RCEs are not permitted in design applications. The reply mustbefiled within one of
the following time periods:

a) Xx The period for reply expires 4months from the mailing date of the final rejection.
b) | The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action; or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whicheveris later.

In no event, however,will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection.
Cc) | A prior Advisory Action was mailed more than 3 monthsafter the mailing date of the final rejection in responseto a first after-final reply filed

within 2 months of the mailing date of the final rejection. The current period for reply expires months from the mailing date of
the prior Advisory Action or SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection, whicheveris earlier.

ExaminerNote: |f box 1 is checked, check either box (a), (b) or (c). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THIS ADVISORY ACTION IS THE
FIRST RESPONSETO APPLICANT’S FIRST AFTER-FINAL REPLY WHICH WAS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OFTHE FINAL

REJECTION. ONLY CHECK BOX (c) IN THE LIMITED SITUATION SET FORTH UNDER BOX(c). See MPEP 706.07(f).

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on whichthe petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate
extension fee have beenfiled is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amountof the fee. The
appropriate extension fee under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally
setin the final Office action; or (2) as set forth in (b) or (c) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three monthsafter the
mailing date of the final rejection, evenif timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).
NOTICE OF APPEAL

2. Cc] The Notice of Appeal wasfiled on . Abrief in compliance with 37 CFR 41.37 mustbefiled within two monthsof the date offiling the
Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41.37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41.37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since a Notice of
Appeal has beenfiled, any reply mustbefiled within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41.37(a).

AMENDMENTS

3. Xx The proposed amendmentsfiled after a final rejection, but prior to the date offiling a brief, will not be entered because
a) Xx They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTEbelow);
b) Cc] Theyraise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below);
Cc) Xx They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for

appeal; and/or
d) C They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding numberoffinally rejected claims.

NOTE: See Continuation Sheet. (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41.33(a)).

4. Cc] The amendmentsare not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324).
5. C Applicant's reply has overcomethe following rejection(s):
6. Cc] Newly proposed or amended claim(s)

allowable claim(s).
7. Xx For purposesof appeal, the proposed amendment(s): (a) ] will not be entered, or (b) [] will be entered, and an explanation of how the

new or amendedclaims would be rejected is provided below or appended.
AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE

8. Xx A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/werefiled on 08/27/2014.
9. 1 Theaffidavit or other evidencefiled after final action, but before or on the date offiling a Notice of Appealwill not be entered because

applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons whythe affidavit or other evidence is necessary and wasnot earlier
presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e).

10. [] Theaffidavit or other evidencefiled after the date offiling the Notice of Appeal, butprior to the date offiling a brief, will not be entered
becausethe affidavit or other evidence failed to overcomeall rejections under appeal and/or appellantfails to provide a showing of good
and sufficient reasons whyit is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41.33(d)(1).

11. K] The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation ofthe status ofthe claims after entry is below or attached.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER

12. K] The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOTplacethe application in condition for allowance because:
See Continuation Sheet.

13. [J Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08) Paper No(s).
14. [J Other: .

STATUS OF CLAIMS

15. The status of the claim(s)is (or will be) as follows:
Claim(s) allowed:
Claim(s) objected to: .
Claim(s) rejected: 1-18 and 20-21.
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration:

/MICHAEL HICKS/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2165
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-303 (Rev. 08-2013) Advisory Action Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief Part of Paper No. 20140829
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-303) Application No. 13/157,214

Continuation of 3. NOTE: Examiner notes that the included amendmentsclearly alter the scope of the independentclaims and, as such,
require further search and considerations.

Continuation of 11. does NOTplace the application in condition for allowance because: Examinernotes, firstly, that Applicant's comments
directed towards Claims 1 and 8, as appearing on Pages6-7 of the reply, appear to be assertions of patentability over several limiations,
including the "assigning tag data" and exporting tag data steps, however Applicant does not present specific arguments as to whythe artof
Kustanowitz and Rhoadsare deficient, but relies on the Declarstion filed herewith. The Declaration, while informative and considered

against the standing rejection, appears to rely on features which have beenincludedin the instant anendmentsto draw distinction between
the cited prior art and the instant invention. For example, Dr. Kustanowitz state that the tags within the Rhoadsreferencediffer in form and
intent from the methods described within the instant Application, however the differences in intent are only made apparentby the instantly
amendedlimitation that the tags are "user generated", and the difference in form is evidenced by the fact that Desmond performs
piggybacking operation using EXIF data, howeversuch technical details are not recited within the claim language. Examienr notes that the
tags of the claims language are only claimed to be assigned "in responseto user inputs" such that they are embedded in a non-proprietary
manner. Examiner maintains that the art of Kustanowitz and Rhoads contain this level of detail and that if further detail is desired within the

claims, it must be included within the claim language. As the bulk of Dr. Kustanowitz's coimments are drawn towardseither instantly
introduced claimslimitations or concepts that are absent from the claim language, the Decalartation will be taken into consideration,
however doesnot appearto befully persuasive at this time. Further while Applicant argues that the Declaration indicates that combination
of the cited references would "changethe basic prinicple operation of both Rhoads and Kustanowitz", Examiner notes that, after review of
the full Declaration, no such statements have been identified. Dr. Kustanowitz never directly comparesthe art of Rhoads andtheart of
Kustanowitz and, as such, does not indicate that the teachings may not be combined, but rather indicates that the intent of the inventions
may differ through the independence descriptions of each seperately in Paragraphs 8 and 9. The rest of the Declaration deals with
comparisons between theinstant invention and the cited references, focusing heavily on Rhoads.

In light of the above, Applicant's arguments are not found to be persuasive at this time and the amendmentswill not be enetered.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

 . va: . 13/157,214 DESMOND ETAL.
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary _ _

Examiner Art Unit

MICHAEL HICKS 2165 

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) MICHAEL HICKS. (3) .

(2) Brad Taub. (4).

Date of Interview: 24 September 2074.

Type: [X Telephonic [] Video Conference
[J Personal[copy given to: [] applicant [J applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [] Yes DX] No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed (101 (1112 (102 103 L10thers
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 7.

Identification of prior art discussed: Kustanowitz, Rhoads. 

Substanceof Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied referencesetc...)

Applicant gave a brief overview of the Applicttion and inquired as to if there were any amendments that could be
introduced before the filing of an RCE which mayplace the claims in condition for allowance Examiner notedthat the
limitations of the claims remained quite broad and thatthe cited prior art appeared to cover eachlimitation, even as
amendedwithin the after final response presented on 08/27/2014. While potential amendments were discussed, no
particular language was identified which would place the case in condition for allowance. Examiner suggested
reviewing the Specification for additional detail which may be helpful in differentiating the claimed system from the
prior art and Applicant indicated that amendments would be formed and filed, mostlikely in an After Final response.
No agreement as to the patentability fo th case was reached.

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substanceofthe interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already beenfiled, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whicheveris later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examinerrecordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of
the substanceof an interview should include the itemslisted in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argumentor issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcomeofthe interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issuesraised.

[] Attachment
/MICHAEL HICKS/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2165
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substanceof Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be madeof record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reachedat the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must befiled by the applicant. An interview does not removethe necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Businessto be transactedin writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendanceof applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substanceof interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substanceof an interview of record in the applicationfile, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which beardirectly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for eachinterview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxesandfilling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure,or pointing
out typographicalerrors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portionofthefile, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personalinterview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusionofthe interview. In the case of a telephoneor video-conferenceinterview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examineris not likely before an allowanceorif other
circumstancesdictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:
— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)
—Nameof applicant
—Nameof examiner
— Date ofinterview

— Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)
—Nameof participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)
— Anindication whetheror not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

—Anidentification of the specific prior art discussed
— An indication whether an agreement was reachedandif so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by

attachmentof a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreementas to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examinerto the contrary.

— The signature of the examiner who conductedtheinterview (if Form is not an attachmentto a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examinerorally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unlessit includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examinerto include,all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substanceofthe interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
4) an identification of the principal proposed amendmentsof a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the argumentsis not
required. The identification of the argumentsis sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments madeto the
examiner can be understoodin the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize andfully
describe those arguments which heor she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcomeofthe interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substanceof an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examinerwill give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Checkfor Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasonsof record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statementattributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substanceofthe interview along with the date and the examiner'sinitials.
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Doc Code: A.NE.AFCP

DocumentDescription: After Final Consideration Pilot Program Request

PTO/SB/434 (05-13)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER THE

AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT PROGRAM 2.0

Practitioner Docket No.: Application No.: Filing Date:

069366-000002USPT|13/157,214 June 9, 2011 
First Named Inventor: Title:

Christopher Desmond METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGINGDIGITAL FILES

APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTS CONSIDERATION UNDER THE AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT

PROGRAM 2.0 (AFCP 2.0) OF THE ACCOMPANYING RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.116.

1. The above-identified applicationis (i) an original utility, plant, or design nonprovisional application filed under
35 U.S.C. 111(a) [a continuing application (e.g., a continuation or divisional application) is filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a) and is
eligible under (i)], or (ii) an international application that has entered the national stage in compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371(c).

The above-identified application contains an outstandingfinal rejection.

Submitted herewith is a response under 37 CFR 1.116 to the outstandingfinal rejection. The response includes an
amendmentto at least one independentclaim, and the amendmentdoesnot broaden the scopeof the independentclaim in
any aspect.

This certification and request for consideration under AFCP 2.0 is the only AFCP 2.0 certification and requestfiled in
responseto the outstandingfinal rejection.

Applicantis willing and available to participate in any interview requested by the examiner concerning the present response.

This certification and requestis beingfiled electronically using the Office’s electronicfiling system (EFS-Web).

Anyfees that would be necessary consistent with current practice concerning responsesafter final rejection under 37 CFR
1.116, e.g., extension of time fees, are being concurrently filed herewith. [There is no additional fee required to request
consideration under AFCP2.0.]

Byfiling this certification and request, applicant acknowledgesthefollowing:

Reissue applications and reexamination proceedingsare noteligible to participate in AFCP 2.0.
The examiner will verify that the AFCP 2.0 submission is compliant, /.e., that the requirements of the program have been met
(see items 1 to 7 above). For compliant submissions:

oO The examiner will review the response under 37 CFR 1.116 to determineif additional search and/or consideration
(i) is necessitated by the amendmentand(ii) could be completed within the time allotted under AFCP2.0.If
additional search and/or consideration is required but cannot be completed within the allotted time, the examiner
will process the submission consistent with current practice concerning responsesafterfinal rejection under
37 CFR 1.116, e.g., by mailing an advisory action.
lf the examiner determines that the amendmentdoesnot necessitate additional search and/or consideration,orif
the examiner determines that additional search and/or consideration is required and could be completed within
the allotted time, then the examiner will consider whether the amendmentplacesthe application in condition for
allowance (after completing the additional search and/or consideration,if required). If the examiner determines
that the amendmentdoes notplace the application in condition for allowance, then the examinerwill contact the
applicant and request an interview.

. The interview will be conducted by the examiner, and if the examiner does not have negotiation
authority, a primary examiner and/or supervisory patent examinerwill also participate.
If the applicant declines the interview,or if the interview cannot be scheduled within ten (10) calendar
days from the date that the examiner first contacts the applicant, then the examiner will proceed
consistent with current practice concerning responsesafterfinal rejection under 37 CFR 1.116.

Signature Date

/Bradley M. Taub, Reg. No. 67,300/ September 25, 2014
Name Practitioner

(Print/Typed) Registration No.
Bradley M. Taub 67,300

Note: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements andcertifications. Submit multiple
forms if more than one signatureis required, see below*. 

[| * Total of 1 forms are submitted.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which mayresult in termination
of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in
the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuantto 5 U.S.C.
552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agencyfor
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act
(42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that
agency’s responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs,
underauthority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the
GSAregulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or
Commerce)directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations aboutindividuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subjectto the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine
use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the
proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an
application opento public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARKOFFICE

Serial No. >  13/157,214

Applicants : Christopher Desmondetal.

Filed : June 9, 2011

Title > METHOD AND APPLICATION FOR MANAGING DIGITAL

FILES

Confirmation No. : 6707

TC/A.U. : 2165

Examiner : MichaelJ. Hicks

Customer No.: : 70001

Docket No. : 069366-000002USPT

RESPONSE TO ADVISORY ACTION DATED SEPTEMBER3, 2014, AND
FINAL OFFICE ACTION DATED APRIL 30, 2014

Mail Stop Amendment — via EFS
Commissioner for Patents

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

This is in response to the Advisory Action, dated September 3, 2014, and the Final Office

Action dated April 30, 2014, which set a shortened statutory period for response of three months

from that date, 7.e., by July 30, 2014. Applicants previously submitted a one-month extension of

time fee of $100 extending the time for reply to August 30, 2014, and are now concurrently

submitting the difference between the two-month extension of time fee ($300) and the one-

month extension of time fee ($100) of $200 extending the time for reply to September 30, 2014.

Thus, this reply is timely. Please consider the following amendments and enter the following

remarksinto the record for this application.

Amendments to the Claimsbegin on page 2 ofthis paper.

Remarksbegin on page7 ofthis paper.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application.

1. (Currently Amended) A web-based proprietary digital photograph storage and

sharing system, the system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital photographsvia the Internet;

a digital tagging system coupled to the digital file repository and configured to assign

user-generated digital tags to the digital photographs in response to user inputs, and embed such

user-generated digital tags in the digital photographsin a non-proprietary file format, wherein the

user-generated digital tags include at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of

a person's name, a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, and a

documenttype;

a sorting system coupled to the digital file repository and configured to sort and retrieve

the digital photographs and all of the associated digital tags based on one or more of the user-

generatedaccordingto-a-phirahtyoftypes-ofdatainsaiddigital tags-atatime; and

a sinete-user interface coupled to the digital file repository, the digital tagging system and

the sorting system to present the digital tagging system, the sorting system andthe sorted digital

photographs to the user, and to enable the user to input digital photographs to the digital file

repository, and to assign one or more of the user-generated +nputdatate—the—digital tags to

assoctatedwithselected digital photographs stored in the digital file repository; and

wherein said assigned user-generated digital tags data—associated with any digital

photographselected from said repository [[is]] aredisplayed along with the selected photograph

on the user interface, regardless of which of the one or more user-generated digital whatperties

efsaidtags datas areused in the sorting of said digital photographs,and

wherein the digital photographs including the embedded user-generated digital tags can

be exported in the non-proprietary file format and transferred to a different web-based

proprietary digital photograph storage and sharing system without losing the user-generated

digital tags, so that the transferred digital photographs can be viewed in the different web-based

proprietary digital photograph storage and sharing system along with the transferred user-

generated digital tags.
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2. (Currently Amended) The sterage-system of claim 1, wherein in response to a

user clicking on a user-generated digital tag, the system sorts the digital fles-photographs based

on the clicked digital tag.

3. (Currently Amended) The sterage-system of claim 1, wherein the user interface

organizes and presents the digital fles-photographs based on the one or more user-generated

digital tags type-efdata-selected by the user.

4. (Currently Amended) The sterage-system of claim 1, further comprising a system

for tracking relationships between users, so that a family tree can be displayed.

5. (Currently Amended) The sterage-system of claim 1, further comprising a system

for linking a recipe to a person's name.

6. (Currently Amended) The sterage-system of claim 1, wherein the user interface is

user-configurable.

7. (Canceled)

8. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of storing and sharing

digital photographs_using a web-based proprietary digital photograph system, the method

comprising-+the-steps-of:

storing digital photographsin a file repository from which said digital photographs can be

retrieved _via the Internet;

associating a plurality of user-generated digital tags having different tag types with the

digital photographs in response to user inputs, and embedding such user-generated digital tags in

the digital photographsin a non-proprietary file format,

wherein the digital tag types include at least one selected from the group consisting of a

person's name,a location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event a collections name,a rating,

and a document type;

sorting and retrieving the digital photographs and all of the associated user-generated

digital tags based on one or more of the user-generated digital tags-accerdingete—a-_phiraltyef

types-ofdatain saiddisitaltacs-atatime; [[and]]

enabling the user to input digital photographs to the digital file repository, and to assign

oneormoreoftheuser-generatedi#put-deatetethedigital tags toassectatedsvith-selected digital

photographsstoredinthefilerepository; [[and]]
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displaying said assigned user-generated digital tags data—associated with any digital

photograph selected from said filerepository, along with the selected photograph on a user

interface, regardless of which of the one or more user-generated digital what-pertien-ofsaidtags

datais-areused in the sorting of said digital photographs;and

exporting, in the non-proprietary file format, one or more of the digital photographs

including the associated _embedded_user-generated digital tags to a different web-based

proprietary digital photograph system without losing the associated user-generated digital tags,

so that the exported digital photographs can be viewed in the different web-based proprietary

digital photograph system along with the associated user-generated digitaltags.

9. (Canceled)

10. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of tracking

relationships between users so that a family tree can be displayed.

11. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of linking a recipe

to a user.

12. (Canceled)

13. (Currently Amended) A web-based proprietary digital photograph storage and

sharingsystem, the system comprising:

a digital file repository for storing and retrieving digital photographs;

a digital tagging system coupledto the digital file repository and configured to assign a

plurality of user-generated digital tags to the digital photographs in response to user inputs, and

to embed such user-generated digital tags in the digital photographs in a non-proprietary file

format, wherein the user-generated digital tags assigned using the digital tagging system

comprises at least one type of data selected from the group consisting of a person's name, a

location, a recipe, a date, a relationship, an event name, a rating, and a documenttype;

a-sortinesystema sorting system coupled to the digital file repository and configured to

sort and retrieve the digital photographs andall of the associated user-generated digital tags

accordingto a plurality of types of data in said user-generated digital tags at a time; and

a single user interface coupled to the digital file repository and the sorting system to

present both the sorting system and the sorted digital photographs to the user, and to enable the

user to

input digital photographsto the digital file repository,
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input data to the digital tags associated with selected digital photographs, and

export selected digital photographs and all user-generated digital tags embedded

in the selected digital photographs in the non-proprietary file format, including all the

data in said embedded user-generated digital tags, to a different web-based proprietary

digital photograph storage and sharing system _so that the exported selected digital

photographs can be viewed in the different web-based proprietary digital photograph

storage and sharing system along with all of the data in the embedded user-generated

digital tags.

14. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the digital file repository is

accessible overthe Internet.

15. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the sorting system provides a

user with the ability to search based on a plurality ofdigital tags.

16. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

tracking relationships betweenusers, so that a family tree can be displayed.

17. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a system for

linking a recipe to a person's name.

18. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, wherein the user interface is

user-configurable.

19. (Canceled)

20. (Original) The storage system of claim 13, further comprising a user-configurable

display.

21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 in which, in response to a user

clicking on a retrieved digitalphotograph, the web-based proprietary digital photograph system

automatically retrieves and displays next to the retrieved digital photograph the user-generated

digital tags date-associated with the clicked digital photograph.

22. (New) The system of claim 1, wherein the digital tagging system is configured to

assign one of the user-generated digital tags to a plurality of the digital photographsat once.

23. (New) The system of claim 1, wherein the user-generated digital tags are in an

EXIF format.

24. (New) The system of claim 1, wherein the system is configured to display a

recipe view using the user interface, the recipe view including one or more of the digital
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photographs assigned with a user-generated digital tag including recipe data, a first one of the

one or more ofthe digital photographs being a digital photograph of a hand written recipe and a

second one of the one or more ofthe digital photographs being a digital photograph of a chef of

the recipe.
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REMARKS

Claims 1-18, 20 and 21 are pendingin the present application. Claims 1-6, 8, 13, and 21

are amended. Claims 7, 9, and 12 are canceled. New claims 22-24 are added. After entering

this amendment, claims 1-6, 8, 10-11, 13-18, and 20-24 will remain pending for prosecution.

Interview Summary

Applicants’ representative (Bradley Taub) thanks Examiner Hicks for the interview

conducted on September 24, 2014. During the interview, Applicants’ representative and the

Examiner discussed the Final Office Action, the Advisory Action, the applied references,

proposed claim amendments, and arguments. No agreement was reached. Applicants’

representative indicated that a written response would be filed with a request for consideration

under the AFCP 2.0 program.

After Final Consideration Pilot Program 2.0

The Applicants submit herewith a Certification and Request For Consideration Under

The After Final Consideration Pilot Program 2.0 (Form PTO/SB/434). Consideration under the

program is respectfully requested.

Claim Objection

The redundancyof“a sorting system” noted in claim 13 has been corrected by the above

amendmentto this claim.

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C.§112

Claims 2-3, 7 and 12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being

indefinite because of the lack of antecedent basis for “the digital files.” Claims 2 and 3 are

amended to change“the digital files” to “the digital photographs,” which has antecedentbasis in

the parent claim 1. Claims 7 and 12 are canceled.

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C.§103

Claims 1-18 and 20-21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over

Kustanowitz et al. “Motivating Annotation for Personal Digital Photo Libraries: Lowering

Barriers while Raising Incentives,” Tech. Report HCIL-2004-18, U. Maryland, 2005
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(“Kustanowitz”) in view of U.S. Patent No. 7,372,976 (“Rhoads”). While Applicants

respectfully disagree with the rejections, for reasons unrelated to patentability and to advance

prosecution, Applicants amendedthe independentclaimsto further clarify.

Amended Independent Claim 1

In the Applicants’ response to Final Office Action previously filed on August 27, 2014,

the Applicants presented arguments as to why the claims overcomethe current rejections. Those

arguments are hereby incorporated by reference herein. In addition to those arguments,

Applicants note that independent claim 1 is amendedto include additional elements not found in

Kustanowitz or Rhoads. For example, amended independentclaim 1 recites, inter alia, “wherein

the digital photographs including the embedded user-generated digital tags can be exported in the

non-proprietary file format and transferred to a different web-based proprietary digital

photograph storage and sharing system without losing the user-generated digital tags, so that the

transferred digital photographs can be viewed in the different web-based proprietary digital

photograph storage and sharing system along with the transferred user-generated digital tags.”

Both Kustanowitz and Rhoadsfail to disclose, teach, or suggest such an element. Thus, for the

reasons discussed in Applicants previous response and for these additional reasons, Independent

claim 1 and all claims depending therefrom are not anticipated by or rendered obvious over

Kustanowitz, Rhoads, or the combination thereof.

Amended Independent Claim 8

In the Applicants’ response to Final Office Action previously filed on August 27, 2014,

the Applicants presented arguments as to why the claims overcomethe current rejections. Those

arguments are hereby incorporated by reference herein. In addition to those arguments,

Applicants note that independent claim 8 is amendedto include additional elements not found in

Kustanowitz or Rhoads. For example, amended independent claim 8 recites, inter alia,

“exporting, in the non-proprietary file format, one or more of the digital photographs including

the associated embedded user-generated digital tags to a different web-based proprietary digital

photograph system without losing the associated user-generated digital tags, so that the exported

digital photographs can be viewed in the different web-based proprietary digital photograph

system along with the associated user-generated digital tags.” Both Kustanowitz and Rhoadsfail
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to disclose, teach, or suggest such an element. Thus, for the reasons discussed in Applicants

previous response and for these additional reasons, Independent claim 8 andall claims depending

therefrom are not anticipated by or rendered obvious over Kustanowitz, Rhoads, or the

combinationthereof.

Amended Independent Claim 13

In the Applicants’ response to Final Office Action previously filed on August 27, 2014,

the Applicants presented arguments as to why the claims overcomethe current rejections. Those

arguments are hereby incorporated by reference herein. In addition to those arguments,

Applicants note that independent claim 13 is amended to include additional elements not found

in Kustanowitz or Rhoads. For example, amended independent claim 13 recites, inter alia,

“export selected digital photographs and all user-generated digital tags embedded in the selected

digital photographs in the non-proprietary file format, including all the data in said embedded

user-generated digital tags, to a different web-based proprietary digital photograph storage and

sharing system so that the exported selected digital photographs can be viewedin the different

web-based proprietary digital photograph storage and sharing system along with all of the data in

the embedded user-generated digital tags.” Both Kustanowitz and Rhoadsfail to disclose, teach,

or suggest such an element. Thus, for the reasons discussed in Applicants previous response and

for these additional reasons, Independent claim 13 andall claims depending therefrom are not

anticipated by or rendered obvious over Kustanowitz, Rhoads, or the combination thereof.
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CONCLUSION

It is the Applicants’ belief that all of the claims are now in condition for allowance and

action towards that effect is respectfully requested. If there are any matters which may be

resolved or clarified through a telephone interview, the Examiner is requested to contact the

undersigned attorney at the numberindicated.

A two month extension of time fee is being submitted concurrently herewith (minus the

amount previously paid for the one month extension of time fee). It is believed that no additional

fees are due in connection with the filing of this Response. However, should any additional fees

be deemed necessary (except for payment of the issue fee), the Director is authorized to charge

any deficiency or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-4181/069366-

000002USPT for any fees inadvertently omitted which may be necessary now or during the

pendencyofthis application, except for the issue fee.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: September 25, 2014 By: /Bradley M. Taub, Reg. No. 67,300/
Bradley M. Taub
Reg. No. 67,300
NIXON PEABODY LLP

300 South Riverside Plaza, 16th Floor
Chicago,Illinois 60606
(312) 425-8563 — Direct Telephone
(866) 513-5365 — Direct Facsimile

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANTS
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt
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This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTOofthe indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidenceof receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shownonthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish thefiling date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptanceof the application as a
national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

NewInternational Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
nationalsecurity, and the date shownon this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the internationalfiling date of
the application.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD[|“epiication or Docket Number Filing Date
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(Column 1) (Column 2)

NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA

37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (¢)

37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m

LC] EXAMINATION FEE

TOTAL CLAIMS |
37 CFR 1.16(i minus 20 =

INDEPENDENTCLAIMS ;
37 CFR 1.16(h minus 3 =

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37

LJAPPLICATION SIZE FEE
(37 CFR1.16(s))

[_] MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT(37 CFR 1,16(j)
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “O” in column 2.

APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PARTII

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)

CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER

09/25/2014|arrer PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA ADDITIONAL FEE($)
AMENDMENT PAID FOR

Total (37 CFR + ; +e

Ind dent .

[_] Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
AMENDMENT

CT FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENTCLAIM (37 CFR 1.16()))

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3

CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER

AFTER PREVIOUSLY
AMENDMENT PAID FOR

1.16(i

Independent .
creme PpMinesPe
[_] Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))

)

PRESENT EXTRA

AMENDMENT
CT FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENTCLAIM (37 CFR 1.16()))

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column2, write “O” in column 3. LIE
** If the “Highest NumberPreviously Paid For” IN THIS SPACEis less than 20, enter “20”. /MYRTLE LEIGH/
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For’ IN THIS SPACEis less than 3, enter “3”.
The “Highest NumberPreviously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichisto file (and by the USPTOto
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and TrademarkOffice, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and selectoption 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

 
  
  CONFIRMATIONNO.    APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.

13/157,214 06/09/2011 Christopher Desmond 069366-000002USPT 6707

NIX SD —— PINROEXAMINERNIXON PEABODY, LLP Le
300 S. Riverside Plaza, 16th Floor HICKS, MICHAEL J
CHICAGO,IL 60606-6613 ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER

2165

MAIL DATE DELIVERY MODE

10/09/2014 PAPER

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

 . vas . 13/157,214 DESMOND ETAL.
Examiner-Initiated Interview Summary

Examiner Art Unit

MICHAEL HICKS 2165

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) MICHAEL HICKS. (3) ,

(2) Bradley M. Taub. (4) ,

Date of Interview: 06 October 2014.

Type: & Telephonic [-] Video Conference
[] Personal [copy given to:[[] applicant+([] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [[] Yes DX] No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [101 [112 [102 103 [Others
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 7 and 22-24.

Identification of prior art discussed: Kustanowitz, Rhoads. 

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied referencesetc...)

See Continuation Sheet.

Applicantrecordation instructions: It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance ofinterview.

Examinerrecordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of
the substance of an interview should includethe items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argumentor issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcomeof the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached onthe issuesraised.

[J Attachment
/MICHAEL HICKS/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2165

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-413B (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20141006
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413B) Application No. 13/157,214

Continuation of Substanceof Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreedto if an
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Examiner noted that the claim amendments were very similar to the
subject matter discussed in the Interview conducted on 09/24/2014 and that the references of Kustanowitz and Rhoads
appeared to disclose the newly presented limitations. Examiner noted, firstly, that the subject matter of "user-
generated"digital tags was clearly disclosed by Kutanowitz, as notedin the interview, and that the subject matter of the
digital tags being embedded suchthat "the transferred digital photographs can be viewed..." is considered to be
disclosed both by the watermarks of Rhoads, as the watermarks are clearly inidcated to be embeddedwithin the files
and to contain the tag information, as well as the further disclosure of Column 10, Lines 12-16 of Rhoads, which
disclose that the tags may be embedded in header and footer information of the files. As there are many web-based
systems which maystore digital file, including photographs, and which are capable of reading both watermarks and
header and footer information, and as the claims only indicate a generic "different web-based proprietary digital
photograph store", Examiner asserted that the currently cited art was considered to disclose the new limitations.
Applicant inquired as to any other subject matter that may be included to overcome the rejection. Examiner noted that
unless more detail were added into the claims to define the technical aspects of the invention, which did not appearto
be present within the Specification, the claims would remain broad and a large scope ofprior art could be applied
within a rejection. No agreementas to the patentability of the claims was reached.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
Advisory Action 13/157,214 Desmondetal.

Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief|Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventor to File) Status
Michael Hicks 2165 No

--The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
THE REPLYFILED 09/25/2014 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE.
NO NOTICE OF APPEAL FILED

1. Thereply wasfiled after a final rejection. No Notice of Appeal has beenfiled. To avoid abandonmentofthis application, applicant musttimelyfile
oneof the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which places the application in condition for allowance;
(2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41.31; or (3) a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with
37 CFR 1.114 if this is a utility or plant application. Note that RCEs are not permitted in design applications. The reply mustbefiled within one of
the following time periods:

a) Xx The period for reply expires 5months from the mailing date of the final rejection.
b) | The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action; or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whicheveris later.

In no event, however,will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection.
Cc) | A prior Advisory Action was mailed more than 3 monthsafter the mailing date of the final rejection in responseto a first after-final reply filed

within 2 months of the mailing date of the final rejection. The current period for reply expires months from the mailing date of
the prior Advisory Action or SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection, whicheveris earlier.

ExaminerNote: |f box 1 is checked, check either box (a), (b) or (c). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THIS ADVISORY ACTION IS THE
FIRST RESPONSETO APPLICANT’S FIRST AFTER-FINAL REPLY WHICH WAS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OFTHE FINAL

REJECTION. ONLY CHECK BOX(c) IN THE LIMITED SITUATION SET FORTH UNDER BOX(c). See MPEP 706.07(f).

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on whichthe petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate
extension fee have beenfiled is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amountof the fee. The
appropriate extension fee under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally
setin the final Office action; or (2) as set forth in (b) or (c) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three monthsafter the
mailing date of the final rejection, evenif timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).
NOTICE OF APPEAL

2. Cc] The Notice of Appeal wasfiled on . Abrief in compliance with 37 CFR 41.37 mustbefiled within two monthsof the date offiling the
Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41.37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41.37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since a Notice of
Appeal has beenfiled, any reply mustbefiled within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41.37(a).

AMENDMENTS

3. Xx The proposed amendmentsfiled after a final rejection, but prior to the date offiling a brief, will not be entered because
a) Xx They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTEbelow);
b) Cc] Theyraise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below);
Cc) Xx They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for

appeal; and/or
d) C They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding numberoffinally rejected claims.

NOTE: See Continuation Sheet. (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41.33(a)).

4. Cc] The amendmentsare not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324).
5. C Applicant's reply has overcomethe following rejection(s):
6. Cc] Newly proposed or amended claim(s)

allowable claim(s).
7. Xx For purposesof appeal, the proposed amendment(s): (a) ] will not be entered, or (b) [] will be entered, and an explanation of how the

new or amendedclaims would be rejected is provided below or appended.
AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE

8. Cc] A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/werefiled on :
9. 1 Theaffidavit or other evidencefiled after final action, but before or on the date offiling a Notice of Appealwill not be entered because

applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons whythe affidavit or other evidence is necessary and wasnot earlier
presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e).

10. [] Theaffidavit or other evidencefiled after the date offiling the Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date offiling a brief, will not be entered
becausethe affidavit or other evidence failed to overcomeall rejections under appeal and/or appellantfails to provide a showing of good
and sufficient reasons whyit is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41.33(d)(1).

11. (J The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation ofthe status of the claims after entry is below or attached.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER

12. K] The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOTplacethe application in condition for allowance because:
See attached interview summary.

13. [J Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08) Paper No(s).
14. [J Other: .

STATUS OF CLAIMS

15. The status of the claim(s)is (or will be) as follows:
Claim(s) allowed:
Claim(s) objected to: .
Claim(s) rejected: 1-18 and 20-21.
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration:

/MICHAEL HICKS/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2165
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-303 (Rev. 08-2013) Advisory Action Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief Part of Paper No.
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-303) Application No.

Continuation of 3. NOTE: While the amendments have been considered, they have not been deemedto place the application in condition
for allowance or to simplify the application for purposes of Appeal. As such, the claim amendmentswill not be entered.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

 . vas . 13/157,214 DESMOND ETAL.
Examiner-Initiated Interview Summary

Examiner Art Unit

MICHAEL HICKS 2165

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) MICHAEL HICKS. (3) ,

(2) Bradley M. Taub. (4) ,

Date of Interview: 06 October 2014.

Type: & Telephonic [-] Video Conference
[] Personal [copy given to:[[] applicant+([] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [[] Yes DX] No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [101 [112 [102 103 [Others
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 7 and 22-24.

Identification of prior art discussed: Kustanowitz, Rhoads. 

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied referencesetc...)

See Continuation Sheet.

Applicantrecordation instructions: It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance ofinterview.

Examinerrecordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of
the substance of an interview should includethe items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argumentor issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcomeof the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached onthe issuesraised.

[J Attachment
/MICHAEL HICKS/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2165

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-413B (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20141006
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413B) Application No. 13/157,214

Continuation of Substanceof Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreedto if an
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Examiner noted that the claim amendments were very similar to the
subject matter discussed in the Interview conducted on 09/24/2014 and that the references of Kustanowitz and Rhoads
appeared to disclose the newly presented limitations. Examiner noted, firstly, that the subject matter of "user-
generated"digital tags was clearly disclosed by Kutanowitz, as notedin the interview, and that the subject matter of the
digital tags being embedded suchthat "the transferred digital photographs can be viewed..." is considered to be
disclosed both by the watermarks of Rhoads, as the watermarks are clearly inidcated to be embeddedwithin the files
and to contain the tag information, as well as the further disclosure of Column 10, Lines 12-16 of Rhoads, which
disclose that the tags may be embedded in header and footer information of the files. As there are many web-based
systems which maystore digital file, including photographs, and which are capable of reading both watermarks and
header and footer information, and as the claims only indicate a generic "different web-based proprietary digital
photograph store", Examiner asserted that the currently cited art was considered to disclose the new limitations.
Applicant inquired as to any other subject matter that may be included to overcome the rejection. Examiner noted that
unless more detail were added into the claims to define the technical aspects of the invention, which did not appearto
be present within the Specification, the claims would remain broad and a large scope ofprior art could be applied
within a rejection. No agreementas to the patentability of the claims was reached.
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Doc code: RCEX PTO/SB/30EFS(07-09)
Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Approvedfor use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION(RCE)TRANSMITTAL
(Submitted Only via EFS-Web)

Application|jsi157914 Filing|2011-06-09 Docket Number | o¢9366-000002USPT Art|165
Number Date (if applicable) Unit

First Named Christopher Desmond Examiner Michael J. HicksInventor Name

This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application.
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to anyutility or plant applicationfiled prior to June 8,
1995, or to any design application. The Instruction Sheet for this form is located at WWW.USPTO.GOV

SUBMISSION REQUIRED UNDER37 CFR 1.114

Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order
in which they werefiled unless applicant instructs otherwise. If applicant does not wish to have anypreviously filed unentered amendment(s)
entered, applicant must request non-entry of such amendment(s).

Oo Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendmentsfiled after the final Office action may be considered as asubmission evenif this box is not checked.

[| Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on

[] Other

DX] Enclosed

[x] Amendment/Reply

[| Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

[_] Affidavit(s)/ Declaration(s)

[|] Other

MISCELLANEOUS

Oo Suspensionof action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) fora period of months
(Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(i) required)

[] Other

FEES

The RCEfee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 whenthe RCEisfiled.
xX] The Director is hereby authorized to charge any underpaymentof fees, or credit any overpayments, to

Deposit Account No 504181

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED

DX] Patent Practitioner Signature

[| Applicant Signature
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