
(19) United States 
US 2006O165380A1 

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2006/0165380 A1 
Tanaka et al. (43) Pub. Date: Jul. 27, 2006 

(54) TI E:IMAGE DISPLAY CONTROL DEVICE 
AND IMAGE DISPLAY CONTROL METHOD 

(75) Inventors: Sho Tanaka, Chiba (JP): Osamu Date, 
Saitama (JP); Katsumi Matsuno, 
Kanagawa (JP) 

Correspondence Address: 
RADERFISHMAN & GRAUER PLLC 
LION BUILDING 
1233 20TH STREET N.W., SUITE 501 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 (US) 

(73) Assignee: Sony Corporation, Tokyo (JP) 

(21) Appl. No.: 10/563,160 

(22) PCT Filed: Jun. 22, 2005 

(86). PCT No.: PCT/POS/11.884 

(30) Foreign Application Priority Data 

Jun. 23, 2004 (JP)...................................... 2004-184852 

310 

RESUME 
POINTER 
HOLDING 
UNIT 

330 UNIT 

STATUS 
HOLDING 
UNIT 

DATA 
HOLDING 
UNIT 

DISPLAY 
CONTROLLING 

Publication Classification 

(51) Int. Cl. 
H04N 5/91 (2006.01) 

(52) U.S. Cl. ................................................. 386/95; 386/11 

(57) ABSTRACT 

Disclosed herein is a picture display controlling apparatus 
capable of improving the user's ease of operation upon 
selecting picture data on a small-size screen of digital 
cameras or the like. Picture data items held in a data holding 
unit (310) are sorted into picture groups. The location of the 
picture data item most recently displayed from any of the 
picture groups is held as a picture resume pointer in a resume 
pointer holding unit (320). With an operation input accepted 
from the user by an operation inputting device (340), a 
display controlling unit (390) causes a displaying unit (350) 
to display the picture designated by the operation input 
while effecting transition from the current display status 
retained in a status holding unit (330). If the operation input 
designates transition from a first picture group to a second 
picture group, the location of the picture data item currently 
displayed from the first picture group is placed into the 
resume pointer holding unit (320), and the location of the 
picture data item to be displayed anew from the second 
picture group is retrieved from the resume pointer holding 
unit (320). 
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