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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system and method of visually Summarizing a hierarchi 
cally structured set of digital objects and for facilitating effi 
cient access to Such objects through the selection of represen 
tative Summary objects. These digital objects are typically 
media objects such as digital image files, digital video clips, 
digital audio objects, such as “MP3 files, or other digital 
documents, such as text documents, that can be collected by 
a user and distributed over a variety of storage media and 
storage locations. 
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