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(57) ABSTRACT

A hybrid device includes a personaldigital key (PDK) anda
receiver-decoder circuit (RDC). The PDK and RDC of the
hybrid device are coupled for communication with each
other. In one embodiment, the hybrid device also provides a
physical interconnect for connecting to other devices to send
and receive control signals and data, and receive power. The
hybrid device operates in one of several modes including,
PDKonly, RDC only, or PDK and RDC.Thisallowsa variety
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to generate an authorization signal, use ofmultiple PDKlinks
to the hybrid device to generate an authorization signal; and
use of the hybrid device for authorization inheritance.
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