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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method of providing a thumbnail-size colour digital image 
in a bit Stream of a larger Size colour digital image is 
disclosed. The bit Stream of the larger digital image is 
typically in a compressed format, and includes a thumbnail 
Size image in a Substantially uncompressed format. The 
method includes converting input colour values of the larger 
colour image from a first colour format to corresponding 
values in a Luminance, Chrominance-blue, Chrominance 
red (YCb,Cr) colour format, A transform is then applied to 
Said corresponding values to decompose the larger digital 
image into a DC Subband and one or more higher frequency 
Subbands. Typically the transform is a discrete wavelet 
transform. The DC Subband is then output to the bit stream 
in an uncompressed format. Then at least one of the one or 
more higher frequency Subbands is encoded into the bit 
stream in a substantially compressed format. The DC Sub 
band thus represents a thumbnail-size colour digital image in 
the bit stream. 
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