
USOO6714215B1 

(12) United States Patent (10) Patent No.: US 6,714,215 B1 
Flora et al. (45) Date of Patent: Mar. 30, 2004 

(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DISPLAYING 6,362,840 B1 * 3/2002 Burg et al. ................. 345/835 

(75) 

(73) 

(21) 
(22) 
(51) 
(52) 

(58) 

(56) 

MEDIA INTERACTIVELY ON A WIDEO 
DISPLAY 

Inventors: 

ASSignee: 

DEVICE 

William T. Flora, Seattle, WA (US); 
Robert Edward Parkin, Redmond, WA 
(US); Christopher R. Fox, Seattle, WA 
(US); Gregory R. Slayden, Kirkland, 
WA (US) 
Microsoft Corporation, Redmond, WA 
(US) 

Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. 

Appl. No.: 09/574,375 
Filed: May 19, 2000 
Int. Cl................................................... G06F 3/14 
U.S. Cl. ....................... 345/716; 345/859; 34.5/862; 

345/838; 715/501.1 
Field of Search ................................. 345/856, 854, 

345/716–718, 859–862, 835, 839, 838, 
711, 764, 968,808, 809, 730; 715/501.1, 

500.1; 340/990,995; 707/104.1 

References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

5,708.845 A 
6,175,840 B1 * 
6,229,524 B1 * 
6,229,541 B1 * 

1/1998 Wistendahl et al. ..... 715/500.1 
1/2001 Chen et al. .............. 715/501.1 
5/2001 Chernock et al. ....... 345/719 X 
5/2001 Kamen et al. .............. 345/719 

: 

8 
: 
a: 

38 

2001/0033296 A1 10/2001 Fullerton et al. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

- - - - - - - - - - - 345/730 

PC Globe version 5.0 User's Guide, PC Globe, Inc., pp. 1-2, 
4, 10-11, 22-23, 1992.* 
* cited by examiner 
Primary Examiner Raymond J. Bayerl 
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm King & Spalding LLP 
(57) ABSTRACT 

A graphical user interface (GUI) allows a user to directly 
acceSS items of Visual and/or audio media by passing a 
cursor over points on an electronic map. Indicators in the 
form of icons representing media items can be displayed and 
can be accessed through a media Viewer. A determination is 
made whether a position indicator or pointer, Such as a 
cursor, is located proximate to a GUI location that is 
asSociated with Supplemental content in the form of a media 
item. If So, an indicator is presented to advise the user that 
Supplemental content is indeed asSociated with that location 
on the interface. For example, a media icon representing one 
or more media items can be displayed on the output device 
proximate to the location of the input device indicator. This 
indicator Serves as a prompt or cue for the user to Select the 
indicator if the user desires to review the Supplemental 
content. A determination is made whether the media icon has 
been selected in response to an input signal issued by an 
input device. If So, the Selected media item, typically video 
and/or audio information, is presented to the user via the 
output device. 

19 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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