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(57) ABSTRACT 

An interactive dental restoration method and system for use 
between a dentist and a dental restoration laboratory. The 
method includes identifying a dental restoration need in a 
patient; designing a preliminary treatment plan that includes 
design criteria for preparation of a dental prosthesis to be 
placed in the patient to satisfy the dental restoration need; 
transmitting the preliminary treatment plan via a communi­
cations network to a dental restoration laboratory; and 
communicating a final treatment plan, including modifica­
tions to the preliminary treatment plan where necessary, to 
the dentist. The system includes a computer-based dental 
restoration system of a network server having a database 
storing information about materials, procedures and prepa­
rations concerning dental restoration prostheses; a commu­
nications network providing access to the network server; 
and one or more computers at a dental office accessing 
information stored at the database over the communications 
network and displaying the information in a humanly read­
able format. Preferably, the communications network is the 
Internet, and the information stored in the database com­
prises preparation diagrams, reduction dimensions, margin 
design and burs for specific dental restoration prostheses. 
Typically, the final treatment plan includes information 
about materials for preparing a dental prosthesis that satis­
fies the design criteria, and the dental prosthesis is then 
prepared for placement in the patient. This enables optimi­
zation of the dental restoration with significant savings in 
time and effort for the dentist, dental technician and the 
patient. 

20 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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