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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. I, Dr. Kevin C. Almeroth, declare as follows: 

2. I am the same Dr. Kevin C. Almeroth that submitted a Declaration in 

this proceeding (Ex-1002).  I submit this Reply Declaration on behalf of Hyundai 

Motor America (“Hyundai” or “Petitioner”) in response to the Declaration of Dr. 

Todd K. Moon (Ex-2016) (“Moon Decl.”) on behalf of Patent Owner 

StratosAudio, Inc. (“StratosAudio” or “Patent Owner”). 

3. In preparation for this Reply Declaration, I have considered the 

materials discussed in my Declaration (Ex-1002) and this Reply Declaration, 

including, for example, U.S. Patent No. 8,166,081 (“the ’081 Patent”) (Ex-1001), 

the references cited by the ’081 Patent, the prosecution history of the ’081 Patent, 

various background articles and materials referenced in my Declaration (Ex-1002) 

and in this Reply Declaration, the prior art references identified in my Declaration 

(Ex-1002) and in this Reply Declaration, the Declaration of Dr. Todd K. Moon 

(Ex-2016) including the references cited therein, and the transcript of the 

Deposition of Todd K. Moon, Ph.D. (Ex-1029). In addition, my opinions are 

further based on my education, training, experience, and knowledge in the relevant 

field. 

4. I am being compensated at my ordinary and customary consulting rate 

for my work, which is $750 per hour. My compensation is in no way contingent on 
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the nature of my findings, the presentation of my findings in testimony, or the 

outcome of this or any other proceeding. I have no other financial interest in this 

proceeding. 

5. I reiterate the Background and Qualifications, Relevant Legal 

Standards, Level of Ordinary Skill in the Art, and Technological Background 

sections of my Declaration (Ex-1002), as if fully set forth herein.  Ex-1002 ¶¶5-29, 

31-42, 44-51. 

6. For the following reasons, it remains my opinion that: (1) Claims 9, 

15, and 23 of the ’081 Patent are rendered obvious by U.S. Patent No. 5,303,393 

(“Noreen”) alone and/or Noreen in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,628,928 (“Crosby”) 

(Grounds 1 and 2, respectively); (2) Claims 10 and 11 the ’081 Patent are rendered 

obvious by Noreen in view of Crosby and WO Publication No. 2002/067447 

(“Ellis-2002”) (Ground 3); and (3) Claims 9-11, 15, and 23 the ’081 Patent are 

rendered obvious by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2005/0227611 (“Ellis-2005”) 

alone or Ellis-2005 in view of Crosby (Grounds 4 and 5, respectively). 

II. DR. MOON’S ARGUMENTS AGAINST GROUNDS 1-3 FAIL 

7. Dr. Moon argues against Grounds 1-3 by alleging shortcomings in 

Noreen alone and/or the Noreen-Crosby combination for Elements 9[a]-9[c], and 

9[e] as well as Claim 15, and provides no specific arguments against Elements 
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